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• Built on reputation • Free, no obligation quotes
• Leading the way in quality • Kent Peg tile specialists

Tel: 01580 242925
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STANDARD QUAY FAVERSHAM
For a totally unique shopping & leisure experience rich in history

HISTORIC STANDARD QUAY
One of Faversham’s hidden gems! Sitting 
alongside the Creek at the far end of Abbey 
Street and in easy walking distance from 
the town centre, it gives the visitor a truly 
unique experience. Off ering Creek side 
walking, shopping, eating and a chance to see 
Faversham’s living history. It’s home to several 
classic ships and boats including barges such as 
Cambria and Greta as well as traditional fi shing 
boats, classic tugs and overnight moorings of 
all sorts! 

THE TEA ROOM AND SECRET GARDEN
While you’re here, visit the lovely garden and
admire the many speciality plants & shrubs and 
the large selection of glazed and terracotta pots. 
When you’ve fi nished here, visit the Tea Room 
& Coff ee House, they serve delicious home-
made food, so you can treat yourself to a snack, 
a meal or maybe a piece of home-made cake, all 
created on the premises!

ALADDIN’S LOFT
It has 22 diff erent retailers selling antiques 
and collectables, perfect is you’re looking for 
something unusual. In addition to all this, there 
are fi ve outlets selling antique & used furniture, 
with traditional, nautical and retro themes; 
the infamous Creekside Clocks, a friendly local 
business off ering sales & repairs of rare time-
pieces; Old English Tools, which attracts visitors 
who come to see and buy the classic & rare 
wood & metalwork tools from yesteryear. 

And if this wasn’t enough, there is also The 
Inner Goddess off ering hair, beauty & holistic 
treatments, and a gallery on site.

To make your visit more convenient, there is 
plenty of free parking; you can even have your 
car washed and tyres checked while you browse 
or visit the Tea Room.

So next time you’re looking for somewhere 
diff erent to visit, try Standard Quay. 

Standard Quay, Faversham - Open 7 days a week
Faversham ME13 7BS (SatNav) | Tel 01795 596616 | www.standardquay.co.uk

VI
SI
T

http://www.standardquay.co.uk
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SPRING 2017
welcome
Welcome to the spring edition, so pleased we are heading 

towards some warmer weather. The first day of summer 

is 26th March which also happens to be Mother’s Day, 

so don’t forget to put your clocks forward and buy Mum 

something nice.

Whitstable based, Keith Brymer Jones, talks to us about 

his passion for pottery and The Great Pottery Throw 

Down on BBC2.  

A. T. Palmer builders, based in Smarden, have all the skills 

and expertise required when it comes to the restoration 

and care of our historic listed buildings.

We have some great ideas for spring gardening, advice on 

Georgian properties and décor, as well as local food and 

drink.

 Dawn
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SPRING 2017
58 Georgian renovation
  Our guide could save you time, 

 trouble and money

82 In season
 Asparagus

90 Creating a kitchen garden
  Don’t miss out on the grow your  

own revolution

93 Discover The Vine
  Rowena Hawtin tells us about her  

new wine tasting venture

what’s inside
8 Gardening
 Spring gardening

12 Brighten your day
  The latest accessories to refresh your space

24 A long hot story
  The Emed family has been keeping  

Kent families warm for 100 years

28 Rolling Clay with Keith Brymer Jones
  We talk to Kent based designer of 

contemporary ceramic homeware and TV 
judge of The Great Pottery Throw Down
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SPRING mGARDENING
The end of winter is fi nally in sight, which means it’s time to prepare your garden ready for the start 

of the new season. Spring is also the busiest time in the garden, so try to get ahead before the weeds 

start growing.

Flowering sensation
The sight of a cherry tree laden with masses 

of delicate pink or white fl owers has to be one 

of spring’s most uplifting sights; and in Japan 

‘hanami’ festivals bring families and friends 

together in enthusiastic celebrations which 

often go on all night!

Cherries belong to the genus Prunus, which 

includes plums, peaches and apricots. However 

if you’re hoping to fi ll your fruit bowl, you’ll be 

disappointed. The fl owering cherries which offer 

the best displays will not produce edible fruit.

Three of the best
1. Prunus Kiku-shidare-zakura 

(Cheal’s weeping cherry)

This gorgeous tree is ideal for the compact 

garden. In spring its elegant, downward 

curving branches disappear under a mass of 

candy fl oss pink double fl owers.

2. Prunus incisa ‘Kojo-no-mai (Fuji Cherry)

Even more diminutive than Kiku, this variety 

grows slowly and can easily be kept down to 

a metre or so high. Its zig-zag branches bear 

masses of crimson buds which open in early 

spring to reveal delicate single fl owers tinged 

with pink.

3. Prunus Kursar (Kursar Cherry)

A spreading dome-shaped tree that reaches 

a height and spread of around 5 metres. It 

produces generous bunches of large, vivid 

pink single fl owers which draw in the bees 

from miles around. Coppery new leaves turn 

mid-green in summer and a punchy orange 

in autumn.

DIARY DATE 1st April - May
Brogdale in Faversham is one of the few 
places in the UK to celebrate Hanami and 
with the largest collection of fruit trees in the 
world, it really is a sight to see!

Enjoy a Hanami exhibition and tour of 
the beautiful orchards before relaxing with 
a picnic under the trees.
(www.brogdalecollections.org)

http://www.brogdalecollections.org
http://www.brogdalecollections.org
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magnificent magnolias
With their graceful, fragrant fl owers, often carried 

on bare branches, magnolias bring a hint of 

the exotic to the spring garden. Not all species 

of magnolia fl ower early, and they range from 

deciduous shrubs to huge evergreen shrubs, so 

you’ll need to choose carefully. Magnolias will thrive 

on any fertile, moist soil, providing it isn’t alkaline. 

Plant them in a sheltered, sunny spot and mulch 

generously every spring. 

plant it now
Irises are bold, showy fl owers, and you 

could be forgiven for fi nding some of the 

older multicoloured cultivars too gaudy 

to make room for. But here’s one that’s 

the very essence of chic understatement: 

the stunning dark-fl owered Iris 

chryssographes. This dramatic plant 

will make a truly jaw-dropping display 

in early summer. Plant two or three 

rhizomes on moist, well-drained ground 

in sun or partial shade. Divide and 

replant every other spring and you’ll 

rapidly increase your stock.

Seasonal gardening tips
•  Prune roses.
•  Sow hardy annuals outdoors and half-

hardy annuals in a heated propagator in the 
greenhouse or on a windowsill indoors.

•  Tidy borders, weed and mulch with 
compost or manure.

•  Lift and divide herbaceous perennials.
•  In mid-spring start mowing the lawn 

regularly and apply lawn weed and feed.
•  Plant new roses, trees, shrubs and perennials.
•  Feed specimen trees, roses, shrubs and 

hedges and established beds and borders, 
with a general purpose organic fertilizer

•  After the last frost plant out half-hardy 
annuals in containers and outdoor beds.

beautiful bluebells
There are some amazing 

bluebell woods in Kent making 

them an essential and special 

element to our springtime 

experience. Catch them at two 

National Trust properties across 

the county... Emmetts Garden; 

Sissinghurst Castle Garden, as well 

as Hole Park Gardens in Rolvenden.
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FROM NEW PLANTING 
SCHEMES TO FULL GARDEN 

DESIGN PACKAGE

ENJOY YOUR GARDEN

07818 064343
www.andrewwiltshier.com

CKAGE

OUR GARDEN

8 064
shier.com

! STEPHEN COOK "

LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES
We specialise in design and 
installation and are happy to 
be able to offer the following 
services:

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN

Patios and decking, Gazebos and 
water features, Turfi ng, Fencing

GROUNDWORK

Footings, Oversights, Extensions, 
Drop kerbs

GENERAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE
Hedge trimming, Tree pruning and 
topping, Lawn mowing, Garden 
clearance

CONTACT US
Tel: 01227 750191 • Mobile: 07759 546838
email: ablelandscapes@btinternet.com
www.ablelandscapes.com

http://www.andrewwiltshier.%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%AA%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%89%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%96%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%BC%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%9A%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%AB%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%89%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%9A%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D
http://www.andrewwiltshier.%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%AA%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%94%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%89%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%96%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%BC%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%9A%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%AB%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%89%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%9A%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%8D
mailto:ablelandscapes@btinternet.com
http://www.ablelandscapes.com
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F U R N I T U R E   |   B E D S   |   C U R T � I N S   |   F L O O R I N G   |   � C C E S S O R I E S

www.lenleys.co.uk
01227 766655
Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL

Special Offer
Half Price Remote Control Power Upgrade

furni ture for  except ional  homes

Extend your living space
with Markilux �wnings

Light Wind Sensor Vibrabox �uto Close Sun Sensor Light with Heater Remote Control

German technology utilises a multitude of drive technologies 
including Sun, Wind and Rain reactive sensors as well as infra 
red heating and ambient lighting options .
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Brighten your day
Longer and lighter days mean that 

we can finally make the most of the 
great outdoors and a new season 

brings brand new trends to make your home 
look picture perfect - both indoors and out. 

Whether you are looking to undertake a 
complete style overhaul or for a few simple 
accessories to quickly refresh your space, 
look no further. 

INDOOR HOUSE 
PLANTS
Why not spruce up your interior by 
introducing a wide selection of house plants. 
Mix and match your planters for an eclectic 
look and repurpose metallic pots that held 
a festive poinsettia with an on-trend fern or 
cacti. 

All items from Dobbies

Mix in lanterns and 
greenhouse planters in black, 
rose gold and copper for an 
instant update. “Metallic 
accessories are ideal when 
combined with white interiors, 
it’s a fresh yet elegant look 
that’s bang on trend for Spring 
this year. As a final touch, 
plants and candles will bring 
this theme to life to help create 
a homey-feel amongst the 
modern, geometric lines.”
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MOTHER’S DAY
Start Mother’s Day the right way 
by spoiling mum with a breakfast 
tray adorned with gifts and the new 
range of heart motif pastel crockery. 
An orchid makes an ideal present, 
especially in a bright fuchsia pink, 
these beautiful houseplants will add 
an instant pop of colour to the home 
and last longer than a bouquet.

Orchid £8, Glass Orchid Pot £7.99, Heart Motif Mug £2.99, Heart Motif Bowl £2.99, Mother’s Day Cards from 
£1.99, Shabby Chic Bistro Set £149. All from Dobbies.
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EASTER TIME
As the first bank holiday of Spring, Easter weekend is the chance to spend some quality time with 
family and loved ones. Have some fun with the kids and create your own Easter egg hunt trail using 
a range of decorations including these adorable white ceramic rabbit figurines.

Why should wreaths only be for Christmas? Get creative and make your own Spring floral 
wreath, use Oasis to position your cut seasonal flowers, yellow tulips with greenery are a perfect 
combination. Or go faux with an artificial heart shaped wreath to brighten up your home.
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OUT IN THE 
GARDEN
Easter weekend is also the perfect 
time to get into the garden but before 
then make sure to get everything you 
need ready for all those Spring time 
jobs. Invest in sturdy garden tools, 
tidy up your shed, plant those bulbs 
and make sure to label them up so 
you don’t forget which one is which. 
Easter weekend is a good time to get 
things started in the garden. Feed 
your lawn and give it a light cut – you 
never know if we’ll get a late frost so 
in early spring don’t go too short. If 
it’s a bit too chilly out, plant seedlings 
in a shed or pop them on a windowsill 
so they get an early start and crop in 
the summer.

Moulton Mill Long Handle Bulb Planter 
£34.99, Moulton Mill Hand Trowel £8.99, 
Hunter Wellies From £59.99, Bulbs From 
99p, Coir Mat £22.99. All From Dobbies.
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Honey Hill, Blean, 
nr Whitstable, Kent CT5 3BP  
Tel: 01227 471205

Large range of shrubs, roses, climbing 

plants, ornamental and fruit trees, 

herbaceous perennials, soft fruit, 

herbs, alpines and house plants.

Also in season, a wide selection of 

vegetable plants, patio plants, bedding 

plants, seeds and bulbs ideal for 

planting in the autumn.

We also stock all the composts, pots, 

fertilisers, tools and other sundries for 

your gardening needs, not to mention 

our famous range of ‘Paul’s Own Mix’ 

composts.

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon - Sat: 8.30am - 6pm 

Sun: 10am - 4pm
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WINGHAM WOODBURNING STOVES
Little Crockshard Farm Shop, Crockshard Lane, 

Wingham, Nr Canterbury CT3 1NY               
Tel: 01227 728130  www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk 

With years of experience in the industry, you can trust Wingham Woodburning Stoves to provide 
you with a fi rst class service. We are registered as a HETAS Approved Retailer and a designated a 

Morsø Centre of Excellence. We are the sole distributor of Dean Forge and Town & Country Stoves 
in Kent, as well as stocking the highest regarded makes and models in the industry. 

You are assured of a warm welcome, please come and visit our show room to discuss your requirements. 
We are renowned in the area for our excellence in: 

INSTALLATION OF WOOD BURNING & MULTIFUEL APPLIANCES

CHIMNEY LINING

OUTDOOR COOKING AND HEATING RANGES

A family run business with traditional values at heart 

http://www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk
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So many reasons to visit grow at Brogdale

Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, Faversham, ME13 8XZ  
Tel: 01795 531888  email: fruit@brogdaleonline.co.uk.  
www.brogdaleonline.co.uk. Open Mon - Fri 10.00 - 16.00

Our specialism is in grafting rare and heritage 
fruit trees from National Fruit Collection. The 
largest collection of fruit trees in the world.

We also offer roses, perennials, herbs and all  
you need for a beautiful and productive garden.

Our show site features summerhouses from 
Cat and Mouse Gardens. From a Sun Room to 
a Cosy Nook, there is a building to suit every 
garden, style and budget.  
www.catandmouselandscapes.com

We are also home to Phil Rapley’s Architectural 
and Argricultural Reclamation and Salvage.

FREE parking & entrance  
(except on Festival days)

BJ CESSPOOL SERVICES LTD

Tel 07796 282864 or 01233 624017
www.bjcesspool.co.uk

If you want someone who is reliable, 
careful and efficient to empty your 
cesspool, septic tank or treatment 
plant please call Barry or Fiona Spicer.

 Emergency blockages

 Septic tank clearance

 Cesspool maintenance

 Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, 
rental properties, caravan parks, hotels 
and in fact any property that is not on 
main drains.

A jetting service can also be provided.

mailto:fruit@brogdaleonline.co.uk
http://www.brogdaleonline.co.uk
http://www.catandmouselandscapes.com
http://www.bjcesspool.co.uk
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An ideal gift for someone special
Treat yourself, friends or family members for just £12.
Our members have 12 months unlimited access to our 
beautiful gardens. Sign up or extend your membership 

more about The Salutation Gardens Membership and 
our 2017 gardening courses.

THE SALUTATION 
GARDENS 
MEMBERSHIP

We have lots of exciting plans for 
2017 including:

•  The launch of  our new garden 
tea room

• Our new kitchen garden

•  The brand new Jungle Garden 
and The Black & White Garden

• The 2017 Dahlia Festival

•  Regular 2pm talks given by 
members of  the garden team

The Salutation Hotel Ltd
Knightrider Street, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9EW

Tel: 01304 619919
www.the-salutation.com/thegardens

www.facebook.com/TheSalutationGardens

http://www.the-salutation.com/thegardens
http://www.facebook.com/TheSalutationGardens
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An irresisible 
KENT CLASSIC

Pass through the Gatehouse and enter the 

beautiful surroundings of The Salutation, a 

charming country retreat, nestled within the 

medieval walls of Sandwich. Sir Edwin Lutyens’ 

masterpiece, built on the site of the market 

garden and pub from which it took its name, 

was designed in 1912 as a country retreat for 

the three wealthy Farrer brothers. The house 

was immediately recognised as exceptional, and 

in 1950 became the first 20th Century building 

to be granted a Grade 1 listing.

It is now a luxurious hotel, spread across the 

main house and its three surrounding cottages. 

Our award winning gardens are open all year 

round.
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www.xlpools.com

Multi Award Winning Company
SPATA Pool Contractor of the Year 2015

Specialists in indoor and outdoor swimming pools, 
servicing, maintenance and improvements.
XL Pools Ltd, The Parlour, Saracens Dairy, 
Pluckley Road, Pluckley, TN27 0SA
Telephone: 0845 20 60 420
Email: enquiries@xlpools.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT 
www.leisurespasandpools.co.uk 

email: info@leisurespasandpools.co.uk

Tel: 07484 248522

 REFURBISHMENT

CLEANING

MAINTENANCE

REPAIR

SUPPLY OF POOL & 
SPA CHEMICALS

http://www.xlpools.com
mailto:enquiries@xlpools.com
http://www.leisurespasandpools.co.uk
mailto:info@leisurespasandpools.co.uk
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Tel: 01622 260514
01795 843388 (Mobile 07976 688437)
edmedltd@edmedcoal.co.uk
www.edmedcoal.co.uk

Newington Ind Est, Newington
Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7NU

Create a natural & relaxing experience in your own garden.

Attractive, quiet, totally standalone and energy effi cient. All you need

 is water and a supply of logs to add effortless luxury to your home.

Warming homes throughout Kent since 1917

EDMED
LTD

ALL NATURAL WOOD-
FIRED HOT TUB

mailto:edmedltd@edmedcoal.co.uk
http://www.edmedcoal.co.uk
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W
hen Percy Edmed 

was delivering 

coal with a horse 

and cart a century ago, he 

might have welcomed a soak 

in a hot tub after a hard day’s 

toil.

He’d certainly be rather 

pleased to know that the 

business he bought over a 

beer in a Sittingbourne pub 

in 1917 is still in the family 

in its centenary year, and 

has diversifi ed to meet 21st 

century demands for both 

wood-fi red stoves and the cleansing hot tubs he 

might have enjoyed!

Percy was competing with seven other local 

fi rms when he started out as a coal merchant. 

The fact that his business has lasted so long is 

thanks to the foresight of his 

son Bill and now his grandson 

Steve in modernising, and also 

broadening their horizons to suit 

changing customer needs.

“At the end of the second 

world war, Bill Edmed, my 

dad, came out of the army and 

bought a small lorry to replace 

the horse and cart, “ says Steve, 

“Initially he worked with his 

father, then took over the 

business in 1948.

A long hot story!
The Edmed family has been keeping Kent homes warm for 100 years.

Coal lorry in the Sittingbourne Carnival in the 1950s

Bill Edmed on the work horse
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“Bill modernised the business and was the 

fi rst coal merchant in Sittingbourne to benefi t 

from two hoppers and a mechanical shovel. I 

started working with him in 1988 and we had a 

strong coal business delivering throughout Kent 

and into Sussex.”

In his turn, Steve took over in 1997 and a few 

years later diversifi ed into selling and fi tting 

wood-fi red stoves to meet a new demand. 

Fuels including traditional house coal are still 

available from the yard and Edmed also offer a 

chimney sweeping service.

Hot tubs are the latest addition to the 

business, as they are increasingly desired by 

busy families to relax and enjoy quality time 

together while cleansing both body and soul.  

Edmed offer tubs made in spruce, a light and 

resilient wood resistant to shrinkage, and larch 

– a wood so robust that it was used for many 

of the underwater piles which support the 

buildings of Venice!

Aromatherapists hold both woods in high 

esteem for their healing and revitalising 

properties.

Tubs come in four sizes, fully equipped, and 

with a choice of internal or external stoves. 

While leaving more space in the tub and being 

easier to keep clean, an external heater is slightly 

more expensive and takes a little longer to heat 

the water.

As part of the package, additional extras such 

as a wooden lid, paddle, LED lights and a mini 

bar are included in the price. And for maximum 

therapeutic benefi ts, an air bubble or hydro-

massage system can also be added at an extra 

charge.

For more information, visit 

www.edmedcoal.co.uk, phone 07976 

688437, email edmedcoal@edmedltd.co.uk  

or call in at the showroom on Newington 

Industrial Estate near Sittingbourne.

The old coal yard, Milton, Sittingbourne Bill weighing coal on the hopper
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http://www.edmedcoal.co.uk
mailto:edmedcoal@edmedltd.co.uk
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INSTALLERS AND
MAINTAINERS OF:
Burglar Alarms, Fire Systems, 
CCTV, Door Access, Fire 
Extinguishers, Safes and Locks.

SPECIALISTS IN PROTECTING  
LISTED BUILDINGS 
Contact us on 01227 458999 
or info@howfi eld.com for FREE 
friendly advice.

www.howfi eld.com Insurance and Police Approved company

Old English

Tools
Bench planes, chisels, felling axes,

bill hooks, froes, draw shaves, 
side axes, early garden tools, 
blacksmith tools, pine boxes.

Cast iron log burners 
and fire grates. 

Tools old and new bought 
for cash. Workshops cleared. 

Open now at 
Faversham Standard Quay

ME13 7BS 
5-7 days a week

Call Phil on 07796 343722 0800 0742 721 sbiproducts.co.uk

Specialist conservatory shading products 

Glass Verandas with traditional or modern looks. 
Remote control awnings and large patio covers. 

http://www.howfi
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Traditional  

block 

paved and 

cobblestone 

drives or 

pathways for 

listed and 

period homes.

• Patios

• Paths

• Drainage

• Fish ponds

• Hardstanding

• Bases

• Drives

• Extensions

• Plans drawn

• Complete buildsPlans drawn and submitted to  
Council for approval

Your vision. Our expertise
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ROLLING CLAY
with Keith Brymer Jones

- by susan hubbard -

CONSERVATION NEWS TALKS TO KEITH BRYMER JONES, KENT-
BASED DESIGNER OF CONTEMPORARY CERAMIC HOMEWARE 

AND TV JUDGE OF THE GREAT POTTERY THROW DOWN.
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H
e’s moulded an international business 

from his passion for pottery, but it was 

his love of music which helped throw 

him on to our TV screens.

Keith Brymer Jones is one of the 

judges on The Great Pottery Throw Down, a BBC2 show in 

the Bake Off genre which is now in its second series. He’s 

the one who cried a lot…

The programme-maker had seen one of the pop videos 

made by Keith in an unusual form of marketing and 

education about pottery. An Adele spoof called Rolling 

Clay with Keith, featuring Keith in a wig and some 

ceramic-themed lyrics, had caught the attention of Richard 

McKerrow of Love Productions. “He and I had a mutual 

contact who alerted him to the Adele video which he loved, 

and so he contacted me about being a judge for the show,” 

says Keith.

Ten amateur potters compete in various tasks, with 

one contestant ‘fired’ each week in the show presided over 

by Sara Cox and judged by Keith and ceramic artist Kate 

Malone. The  first  series inspired many more hands to the 

wheel, with reported surges in sales of clay and interest in 

pottery classes. 

Keith has become noted for his tendency to shed a 

tear or two, moved by the energy and hard work of the 

participants. Perhaps he recognised in them his own 

passion, which began at the age of 11 when he made a 

pottery owl at St Mary C of E School in Hendon, London. 

From then on he spent every available opportunity in the 

art/pottery room. “I was there lunch times, break times, 

after school and even before school!” he says, adding that 

maybe his dyslexia had something to do with it.

“At the age of 16 I started attending pottery evening 

classes in Mill Hill, but before that I used to bunk off 

school to go and look at the V & A. They’ve got an 

incredible range of ceramics there – alas, none of them 

mine, but hey ho!”

After a brief stint as a member of a punk band, Keith 

served an apprenticeship at Harefield Pottery just outside 
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London, where he learned the traditional hard 

graft necessary to make modern ceramics. 

Moving on to a studio in Highgate, he began 

to design and hand-make his own products, 

collaborating with leading retailers including 

Conran, Habitat, Barneys NY, Monsoon, Laura 

Ashley and Heals.

“Some retailers were more experimental than 

others, or in other words, some trusted in my 

vision of what could be achieved from a certain 

story/mood-board for a particular season,” he 

says. The largest order produced at Highgate was 

16,000 pieces for Habitat, though more usual 

requirements were for 3,000-7,000.

Nowadays he has complete control over his 

designs, which he formulates in an old bakery 

building in Whitstable, and manufacturing is on 

a much larger scale, taking place in China. “We 

sell to over 35 countries around the world now, 

so no amount of throwing on the wheel is going 

to cater for that, no matter how fast one works,“ 

says Keith.

He throws shapes in the Whitstable studio 

until he’s satisfied with something, then takes the 

prototype to China where he works closely with a 

team to ensure consistently high standards in the 

mass production. All items in the Keith Brymer 

Jones ranges are finished by hand. 

“I moved to Whitstable in 2000, but the pottery 

didn’t move until 2006. I initially moved there 

because it was considerably cheaper to buy a 

house than in London, it had an understated 

bygone feel about it, and it has the sea.”

Keith also throws experimental shapes on 

his Whitstable wheel for other ceramicists, 

in his position as Head of Design at MAKE 

International which operates as a springboard for 

newcomers to bring their designs into 
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production. “I look for and create opportunities 

for other illustrators and brands to develop 

products in ceramics, fabrics, glass, tin etc. which 

they wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity or 

resource to do. The general concept is very similar 

to what I used to do as a sole trader for retailers, 

just on a much bigger scale.”

He’s recently ventured into glass-making. “It’s 

very exciting working in glass, and the initial 

interest in KBJ glass has been exceptional. I have 

a policy with any new medium I work with: one 

has to understand the material – its strengths, its 

weaknesses and its parameters, so subsequently to 

know what can be achieved.”

Stylish yet simple is Keith’s mantra, and 

that’s exemplified in his popular Word range of 

homeware. From dinner plate to butter dish, egg 

cup to bucket mug, each item is made in high 

quality pure white porcelain and hand-stamped 

with a single word or short phrase in a small-

sized retro typeface.

“My design philosophy is a simple one: I like to 

create stylish yet simple products that are pleasing 

to the eye and, above all, are practical in the 

modern home and make people happy.”

An energetic and busy man, and yet he found 

time recently to see punk band The Damned at 

Margate Winter Gardens, saying that punk has 

influenced his work ethic and general thought 

process. “It was such a strong cultural message for 

all who grew up in that era.”

He also keeps in close touch with The Great 

Pottery Throw Down team. “The crew in the 

programme (some 50-strong) are incredibly 

professional and wonderful to work with. We 

do become like one big family – it’s kind-of 

inevitable over the course of 8 weeks filming.

“Sara Cox and Kate Malone, my fellow 

presenters, are both close friends of mine now.  

We all have to trust in what each of us do – 

although Sara still winces a little when I open my 

mouth. She never really knows what is going to 

come out of it. Having said that, nor do I!”

www.keithbrymerjones.com

Keith’s pop videos about his work are on 

YouTube.

http://www.keithbrymerjones.com
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Beautiful garden landscaping products

HERNE BAY   Tel: 01227 366633
GILLINGHAM  Tel: 01634 232491

www.mitchambuildingsupplies.co.uk

Indian Sandstone, £18.95 sqm metre + VAT  Volumetric concrete (pay for what you use)

http://www.mitchambuildingsupplies.co.uk
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND DISCOVER OUR EXCITING DISPLAY 

OF TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY BEDSTEADS

COME AND SEE OUR

NEW 
Spring collection

FAMILY OWNED SPECIALIST BED AND 

MATTRESS STORE NOW IN OUR 40TH YEAR

27 Maynard Road, Wincheap Estate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH Tel: 01227 479446

www.designerbedsltd.co.uk  •  Email: designerbedsenquiries@live.co.uk

http://www.designerbedsltd.co.uk
mailto:designerbedsenquiries@live.co.uk
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Howards House, Joseph Wilson Industrial Estate, Millstrood Road, Whitstable CT5 3PS
Tel: 01227 772779 | Mobile: 07860 391136

www.howardsblinds.com | sales@howardsblinds.com

Venetian & roller blinds  •  Vertical blinds  • Curtains, plain & print  • Curtain rails & poles 
• Canopies and awnings  • Conservatory blinds  • Free estimation and fi tting service

SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-1PM, SATURDAY 9AM-1PM

A complete one-to-one service all year round

http://www.howardsblinds.com
mailto:sales@howardsblinds.com
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www.golftrolleyrepairskent.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF 
• Electric powered trolleys
• Golf bags • Accessories
... and much more.

M.L. GOLF
Golf trolley repairs 

and servicing

CALL US:
07872 971543

 Luxury airport transfers from east Kent.
 

Professional and reliable chauff eured
cars at competitive prices.

 
Tel: 07880 710440

info@silverlinetravel.co.uk

 Insurance for all types 
of homes including:
•  High Value Homes

•  Property Undergoing Renovations

•  Non-Standard Construction

•  Listed Buildings

GSI Insurance Services (Southern) Ltd
118 John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 3QY

Tel: 01227 772 775

Save on your home insurance

Your local broker has it covered

http://www.golftrolleyrepairskent.co.uk
mailto:info@silverlinetravel.co.uk
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T
he highly-trained workforce is massively 

experienced in restoring, extending and 

converting many of Kent’s most historic 

buildings, and the impressively long list of 

testimonials on their website supports their high 

reputation for attention to detail, hard work and 

stunning results.

It’s a long time since 1949, when Arthur and 

Myra Palmer bought a small building business 

with just six tradesmen and a dilapidated van 

and now, through three generations of the 

family, it has grown to be the major specialist 

fi rm it is today, employing 30 skilled people 

including carpenters, decorators, traditional 

More than 
BRICKS AND MORTAR

Sensitivity and skill are paramount in working with period 

properties, and these are the twin strengths supplied by 

Smarden-based builders A T Palmer Ltd.

In this Edwin Lutyens early 20th century 

style house, a double-height vaulted 

ceiling extension was built to the front 

of the property to create a new drawing 

room with a new entrance porch and 

lobby area to the right hand side. All 

materials were carefully sourced to match 

the existing structure.
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This grade II listed 18th century farmhouse underwent 

a complete renovation with the addition of an oak 

framed, peg tile roof extension to the side of the house. 

This contained a bespoke handmade kitchen and 

galleried master bathroom suite.

The extension created on this circa 1500 timber-framed, painted brick 

and weatherboard farmhouse was built on to the back of the catslide 

roof, and constructed of painted brickwork with an exposed oak roof. 

Reclaimed Kent peg tiles were used to match the original.
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To learn more about the fi rm’s impressive 

history of successful projects throughout 

Kent, visit www.atpalmer.co.uk, or phone 

01233 770077 to discuss a proposal.

craftsmen, brick-workers and ground-workers, 

with a joinery shop on-site. 

There is a rolling programme of around fi ve 

apprenticeships, so that the skills will be passed 

on to younger workers and to the benefi t of 

future home owners.

Extensions to listed properties can be delicate 

matters. The customer will naturally want to 

retain the integrity of the old building, while 

adding modern conveniences such as a bespoke 

kitchen, garden room or high tech entertainment 

area. It’s more than just bricks and mortar, 

and A T Palmer will always strive to seamlessly 

blend the new build with the old, sourcing local 

matching materials as carefully as possible, says 

Director Simon Palmer.

Conversions from cattle sheds to dilapidated 

Kentish oast houses have been worked on to 

create superb homes, thanks to close liaison 

with architects, conservation offi cers, structural 

engineers, building control offi cers and – if 

necessary – carefully-selected outside specialist 

contractors. And, of course, the client! The fi rm 

places lots of emphasis on a friendly respect 

for the customer… which is often mentioned 

appreciatively in feedback.

This 17th century listed hall house 

underwent a complete refurbishment. 

The project included a substantial two-

storey extension to house a new bespoke 

contemporary kitchen with large slimline 

glazed sliding doors seamlessly opening 

on to a York stone terrace. The fi rst fl oor 

comprised a master bedroom suite with 

exposed oak frame and crown post to 

match that of the original house. The 

extension also benefi ts from a full-size 

basement area with home cinema room 

and entertaining space.
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http://www.atpalmer.co.uk
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Employed Skilled Workforce | Renovations & Extensions 
Conversions & Alterations | Design & Build   

T: 01233 770077

Smarden Business Estate, TN27 8QL

A.T. Palmer Ltd
RESTORATION SPECIALISTS EST.1949 atpalmer.co.uk
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SJ MILWARD
Plastering Contractor

(Established since 1976)

Tel: 01227 281242 
or 07721 054949

sjmilward@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
 Traditional and modern methods
 Listed Buildings & period properties
 Lime & hair work
 Restoration & conservation
 Interior and exterior

CARPENTRY & BUILDING

CONTRACTORS LTD

T: 01227 750193
M: 07889 248011

email: adrian@wwcarpentryltd.co.uk

Established 1992

WW Carpentry and Building Contractors
have a fine reputation for creating beautiful,

high-quality home improvements, extensions,
conversions and period restorations.

• Farm Building Conversions

• Listed Building Works

• Period Restorations

• Traditional Oak Framing Works

• Loft Conversions

• Residential Extensions and Internal
improvements

w w w. w w c a r p e n t r y l t d . c o . u k
WW Carpentry & Building Contractors Ltd | Perry Wood | Selling |Kent |England |ME13 9RZ 

From the Imposing Country Residence, Stunning Barn Conversions to the  beautiful Chocolate Box Kentish Cottage

Our Work Speaks for itself
visit wwcarpentryltd.co.uk

for some fine examples of work undertaken

mailto:adrian@wwcarpentryltd.co.uk
http://www.w
mailto:sjmilward@hotmail.com
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Repairs and maintenance

Kent Peg Tiling & Listed 
Building Specialists
High quality work by experienced 
multi award winning craftsmen .

Lead and chimney work

Listed and period properties

Slating & mathematical tiling

Conservation and renovation specialists

For free Quotations & Advice call 01797 270268
           or visit www.kentpegs.com

http://www.kentpegs.com
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T
he poor relation of other decorative 

arts wallpaper has sometimes 

struggled to make itself centre stage. 

The earliest papers from China, with 

their expensive hand painted finishes, meant they 

were exclusively for the wealthiest only however, 

and it was not until steam-powered printing 

presses were introduced in 1813 that mass 

production became possible. This development 

made wallpapers abundantly available and 

affordable and companies of the time such as 

Arthur Sanderson and Sons and Morris and Co. 

took their places in wallpaper history.  

During the mid-20th century wallpaper 

production benefited from technological 

advances with the introduction of new 

processes such as gravure, flexo and continuous 

rotary printing which virtually wiped out the 

limitations of the current technology of the time.  

Today it is digital print which brings the story 

up-to-date. Now it is possible to reproduce 

photographs and digital art with ultraviolet 

cured inks that can be scaled to fit custom 

projects.

A brief history of 

WALLPAPER
by michelle fullbrook of THE PAINTED PEARL IN TANKERTON, and 

designer of pearl de bressy wallpapers and fabrics



WALLPAPER TODAY
The Anstey wallpaper factory in Loughborough 

has been in production for over 100 years and 

they have accumulated a profile and expertise 

which is unparalleled, making them the one 

of the largest, most capable and versatile 

wallcovering printers in Europe. They print 

for many prestigious clients, as well as being 

involved in restorations of Royal residences 

around the world and the Palace of Westminster.  

On a recent tour of the factory, the breadth of 

their expertise is undeniable. Hand carved block 

printing is still possible with original machinery, 

hand printed silkscreen 

production regularly takes 

place on unimaginably 

long tables and the skilled 

eye of an accomplished 

technician oversees many 

processes just as in the times 

before mass production. 

Now, the once cutting edge 

technology of the heavy, 

etched copper cylinders 

used for gravure, which 60 

years ago were so new and 

revolutionary, occupy an 

entire warehouse and form 

an incredible archive of both 

current and old designs, 

ready for immediate reuse, 

reworking into contemporary 

colourways or in conjunction 

with other concepts and 

processes.

Their passion for, and long 

tradition in the industry, 

sees them at the forefront 

of an exciting new wave 

of designers who are capitalising on digital 

advancements and completely re-inventing 

the concept of wallpaper. With their digital 

print room, the clattering, inky environment of 

factory production is replaced with the futuristic, 

atmosphere controlled hum of large format 

digital printers that steadily and cleanly build 

infinite colour into exquisitely detailed images 

and designs with breathtaking accuracy. At this 

level technically, and creatively, wallpaper looks 

set to have a renaissance which might finally see 

it enjoying the limelight at last.
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115 Tankerton Road, Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent CT5 2AN  Tel: 07734 721227

www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk

PAINT     •     WALLPAPER     •     FURNITURE     •     WORKSHOPS      

WOODSTOVES – RANGE COOKERS - CHIMNEY SWEEPING – STOVE 
MAINTENANCE – SURVEYS - SERVICE PRODUCTS – ACCESSORIES

Tel: 01227 787 587   |   sales@cosi.co.uk   |    www.cosi.co.uk
58-60 Wincheap Canterbury CT1 3RS  

cosi

http://www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk
mailto:sales@cosi.co.uk
http://www.cosi.co.uk
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Make your home as  
unique as you are
antikki bring you bespoke furniture and individual  

interiors at affordable prices. 

Visit the shop at Standard Quay, Faversham ME13 7BS or 

buy online. We also sell original fine art direct 

from the artist, as well as furniture painting commissions.

House clearances undertaken.
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CGS BLINDS 
& SHUTTERS
Call in for a FREE no obligation 
quote to our newly refurbished 
showroom

Tel: 01227 278643
107a Tankerton Road, Whistable CT5 2AJ

www.cgsblinds.co.uk

New year
New fabrics
New showroom  
layout
New designs

http://www.cgsblinds.co.uk
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GEORGIAN (1714 – 1830)
The Georgian era is often referred to as ‘the 

age of elegance’. The most important element 

in Georgian interiors is perfect proportion 

alongside carefully balanced colours.

Georgian rooms typically included several 

decorative features such as plaster and 

stuccowork, elaborate doorways, panelling, 

gilding or marble effect paint work. The colours 

used were muted and sophisticated, a look 

perfectly suited to the Farrow & Ball palette.

To create this look choose dirtied colours like 

Mouse’s Back, Dead Salmon, Lichen, Pigeon and 

Picture Gallery Red. Typically these would have 

had a sheen so Modern Emulsion would be the 

most appropriate finish to choose.

As the style evolved, colour became lighter 

with the use of dusky pinks like Setting Plaster, 

Decorating
 PERIOD HOMES

WHEN DECORATING A PERIOD HOME, IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER  

THE ERA OF THE PROPERTY. CHOOSE COLOURS THAT ARE ROOTED IN THE  

PAST ENABLING YOU TO CREATE A DECORATING SCHEME THAT IS 

SYMPATHETIC TO THE AGE OF YOUR HOME.

Dining Room in Calke Green No.34 | Estate Eggshell



49Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS

soft greys like Pavilion Gray, and cleaner greens 

and blues like Folly Green and Lulworth Blue as 

well as the introduction of strong yellows like 

India Yellow. All these would be used in a matt 

finish like our Estate Emulsion.

If you are lucky enough to have original 

plaster work or panelling then colours like 

Off-White, Fawn and Olive would be most 

appropriate.

VICTORIAN (1830 – 1900)
The Victorian era stretched for over fifty years 

and over this period decorating styles changed 

and evolved. It was also a great era of change in 

the home as mass production of items meant 

that homes could upgrade much more easily and 

there was a great range of architectural styles.

The Victorian era was largely dominated by 

stronger shades, but for an early Victorian look 

choose lighter pinks like Dimity and Calluna 

along with iridescent whites such as Great White.

The classic Victorian palette includes crisp 

blues like Parma Gray, rich greens like Saxon 

Green and solar yellows such as Citron. However 

by the end of the century colours became more 

muted and soft again best represented by Cinder 

Rose and Green Smoke.

Wallpaper was increasingly popular in the 

Victorian era, and was dominated by damasks 

and large floral, bird and animal motifs best 

reflected in Silvergate, Orangerie and Versailles. 

The background colours to these papers would 

have been fairly drab in the main, like French 

Gray or London Stone.

Ornate plasterwork was used on ceilings, roses 

and cornices usually coloured in warm neutrals 

like Joa’s White or Archive for a rich sumptuous 

look.

Living Room in Rectory Red No.217 | Estate Emulsion
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EDWARDIAN (1900 – 1914)
After the heaviness, clutter and dark colours of 

Victorian interiors, people wanted something 

less formal. Edwardian style was seen as a 

breath of fresh air. Homes were less status 

symbols and more refuges.

There were fewer, larger rooms, with lighter 

spaces and there was a return to a simpler more 

pared down approach to colour and generally 

the use of fewer colours.

Fresh, pastel colours were used to create 

this sense of light and space. Pastel blues like 

Skylight or Pale Powder, fresh greens like 

Tunsgate Green and Green Ground, and pinks 

such as Calamine, as well as simple creams like 

Tallow and Ringwold Ground can all be used to 

create this look today.

Wallpapers were similarly feminine with 

flowers and floral designs highly favoured to 

achieve the Edwardian ideals of freshness and 

light. These would be best represented by Peony, 

Wisteria and Jasmine.

To complete the scheme woodwork, cornices 

and ceilings were painted bright whites like All 

White, Wimborne White and Pointing.

Living Room in Wisteria BP2202 & Wimborne White No.239 | Wallpaper & Estate Eggshell
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ART DECO (1910 – 1945)
Art Deco interior design began in Europe. By the 

end of World War I, Art Deco was a very popular 

choice and was the leading style until the end of 

the second World War in 1945.

The style is characterised by rich colours, bold 

geometric shapes and lavish ornamentation, a 

look that has retained real influence today.

Colour was strong and compromising – there 

was a lot of black. Pitch Black or Black Blue 

in Full Gloss and huge amounts of chrome 

immediately evoke this look. Strong yellows 

like Babouche were also used to create a bold 

look along with clean reds like Incarnadine and 

Blazer. These were very often combined with a 

grey colour on the woodwork – either a light 

grey like Blackened or a dark grey such as Down 

Pipe.

For a less dramatic art deco look, creams and 

neutrals along with shades of green can also be 

used. Choose neutrals like Skimming Stone, 

Shaded White and the slightly stronger Dove Tale 

combined with Churlish Green or Arsenic.

Art Deco is all about symmetry and balance 

so geometric wallpapers were the most popular. 

Although not strictly from this period the 

following wallpapers could be used in strong 

colours; Stripes, Tessella, Lattice, Ranelagh and 

even Lotus.

Reproduced with kind permission of Farrow & Ball. For 

your nearest stockist visit www.farrow-ball.com.

Living Room in Tessella BP 3603 & Tessella BP 3604

http://www.farrow-ball.com
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Call Andy Ballman
01227 741094 or  

0800 1182268

•  
•  
• •  

•  
• 

www.kentroof.com

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

E: kentroofer@gmail.com

http://www.kentroof.com
mailto:kentroofer@gmail.com
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Bespoke curtain & upholstery work    Unique giftware & lighting    UK made shutters supplied 

and Installed    Free motorisation & sun sensor on patio awnings     Specialists in motorised 

blinds and home automation Services     Fabric from £3 per metre

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS & DESIGN VISITS

117 Tankerton Road, Whitstable CT5 2AN  | 01227 770039 | www.emanuels.co.uk

20% OFF 
awnings

EMANUEL’S
FAMILY BUSINESS EST. 1982

http://www.emanuels.co.uk
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Candle, £15, Neptune

Ashcroft baskets from 
£25, Neptune

Clockwise: picture frame, 
£15.50; scented candle, 

of Whitstable

Metal bird feeder, £18,
French Inspired Interiors

MUM’S     
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Julian MacDonald 
vase, £18 

Debenhams

Trowel & fork, 
£20, Laura Ashley

Keith Brymer Jones ‘merci’ 
bucket mug, £11.50,

French Inspiered Interiors

Angel plaque, £52; Fairy statue, £42
Old English Pine

Memories journal, £11.20; Candle, £30

Whitstable 
Lavender, prices 
from £3 to £12

the word



56 Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS

Established 1988

Domestic Cleaning Services Ltd

Regular or One-off  Cleaning 
Homes and Holiday Lets

End of  Tenancy
Moving Cleans
Spring Cleans

Professional, Friendly, Reliable Service

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Tel: 01227 277033
www.supermaids.co.uk  info@supermaids.co.uk

01227 266236 07976 925224
ed.parry@me.com

www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk

Accredited Installer

Boilers  

 Central Heating  

Power Flushing

 Cookers

Bathrooms  

Showers

 Installation, Servicing & Repair

Ed Parry
Plumbing & Heating

@ HEARTH  & HOME

31 Wincheap, Canterbury, CT1 3RX    •   01227 780 267   •  www.hearth.uk.com   •   sales@hearth.uk.com
Aga cookshop in store

Aga authorised showroom

Woodstoves  •  Fireplaces  •  Interiors  •  AGA  • Gas fi res

http://www.supermaids.co.uk
mailto:info@supermaids.co.uk
mailto:ed.parry@me.com
http://www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk
http://www.hearth.uk.com
mailto:sales@hearth.uk.com
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www.allbits.co.uk

Large showroom 
Many different styles and suppliers

Trade counter 
Friendly helpful service

Unit 50, John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable CT5 3QT

01227 281648

http://www.allbits.co.uk
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GEORGIAN 
 renovation

If you’re thinking of buying or renovating a 
Georgian property,  our guide may well save 

you time, trouble and money.
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T he Georgian period began in 

1714 and is generally regarded 

as having ended in 1820. There 

are many stylistic differences 

within the period as it was 

a time of experimentation when other more 

exotic styles including the Gothic, Egyptian and 

Chinese were also toyed with. Although all these 

styles lend themselves to very grand houses, most 

people who own Georgian houses live in more 

intimate examples of the style. 

Interior designer Lady Henrietta Spencer-

Churchill, whose family home is Blenheim 

Palace, specialises in the renovation of country 

homes and has written extensively on period 

interiors.

“The best thing about a Georgian house is the 

proportions,” says Spencer-Churchill. “Espe-

cially on the ground and first floors. Good, high 

ceilings, good shapes. Equally I love the large 

windows which let in plenty of natural daylight.”

Georgian buildings aren’t automatically listed. 

But if there are a large number of them in a 

location, they will either be listed or the location 

will be designated a conservation area. If a house 

falls into either category, you will be restricted 

in any changes, such as removal of walls, or 

building of extensions that you can carry out.

RENOVATIONS
When renovating a Georgian property there 

are number of dos and don’ts. Firstly, be careful 

when choosing door furniture. Much of the door 

furniture retailing as “Georgian style” simply 

isn’t. Bear in mind that most door furniture 

produced in the period was cast iron painted 

black, not brass.  

The Georgians were very fond of painted 

doors, windows and furniture. The modern 

tendency to strip softwood furniture would be 

an alien concept. Only expensive timbers such as 

seasoned oak and mahogany would have been 

left unpainted.  

PLASTERWORK
Take particular care of interior plasterwork, 

especially if it has fine ornamental details. Ensure 

that contractors take great care: two-hundred-

and-fifty year-old ornate plaster details do not 

take kindly to a large amount of disturbance. If 

you are thinking of making alterations, remember 

that reproducing or extending ornate friezes 

and covings is a skilled and expensive job. When 

considering off-the peg mouldings for fine 

restoration work, bear in mind that many modern 

plaster products are historically inaccurate. 

When repainting plasterwork it is best to 

avoid modern emulsion paints which have a 

tendency to  clog up moulded plaster detail and 

are very difficult to remove later. Far better to use 

distemper. 
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Don’t neglect your pointing. Brick is the 

material par excellence in the Georgian house. 

If you’re attempting a restoration, be sure to 

employ a contractor who knows what he is 

doing. Many Georgian houses have been ruined 

by repairs using the wrong mix and method of 

pointing. The most common method of pointing 

was the traditional flush joint, where the mortar 

is finished flush with the brick face. However in 

Georgian and Victorian times, tuck pointing was 

widely employed on fine facades to create a finer 

form of joint. 

WINDOWS
If your Georgian house is listed you will be 

forced to pay a great deal of attention to 

your windows. The double-hung sash is the 

quintessential Georgian window. Virtually 

no Georgian windows were constructed to a 

standard size, so you will have to look for a 

competent joiner. 

INTERIOR FEATURES
If you are undertaking an extensive restoration, 

attempt to retain as many interior features 

as possible. Although there are plenty of 

reproduction fireplaces available, why not retain 

the original if possible? The basic Georgian fire 

surround had a plain wooden frame with two 

uprights and a beam. However, the adornment 

reflected the status and wealth of the owner, so 

if your fireplace is run-down but has a carved 

surround with large swags and shells in the style 

of Inigo Jones hang, on to it. 

Georgian floorboards are equally hard to 

replicate. You will find that they are wider than 

the boards available today. Always try to repair 

rather than throwing out. 

EXTERIOR PLASTERWORK AND 
STONEWORK
Stucco was a common feature of Georgian 

exteriors, and unfortunately much of the art of 

Georgian stucco work has been lost today. 

If your exterior stonework is fine facing stone 

with close joints, it might become flaky in places. 

The best course is to limewash it - however 

this is generally a specialist job. Replacement of 

individual blocks of stone is obviously a job for a 

skilled stonemason. Image: Georgian Brickwork
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WALLPAPER
Look for simple repeat patterns such as trefoils. 

Some of the original designs are still  
being produced today.

Crooms Hill wallpaper, Little Greene, 
www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk

GET THE LOOK

PAINT
Early Georgian colour schemes include burgundy, sage green 
and blue grey but, as the style developed, they became lighter 

and included pea green, sky or Wedgwood blue, soft grey, 

Little Greene paints, www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk

LIGHTING
Look for chandeliers made from glass,  

metal and wood with curved arms like an 
octopus for a centrepiece. 
Katia chandelier, £576, 

www.chandeliersandmirrors.co.uk
Georgian style mirror, £299 

www.purebathroomcollection.co.uk

SOFT FURNISHINGS
 Look for glazed cotton fabrics 

 
The same fabric would have  

been used for both the  
upholstery and curtains. 

DECORATIVE OBJECTS 
Screens, fans, porcelain and 

lacquerwork from the Orient as 
well as bronze ornaments.

Bronze resin statue, £120, 
John Lewis

http://www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk
http://www.thepaintedpearl.co.uk
http://www.chandeliersandmirrors.co.uk
http://www.purebathroomcollection.co.uk
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For estimate requests, please contact:
info@futureconstructionkent.com  Tel: 01843 823905  •  Mobile: 07873 785886

We are specialists in carpentry and joinery.

www.future-construction.com

Future Construction
YOUR PROJECT - 
                 OUR SOLUTIONS

http://www.future-construction.com
mailto:info@futureconstructionkent.com
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Custom Made 
JOINERY

www.custommade-joinery.co.uk

01227 752153

We offer professional joinery services 
for domestic and commercial clients 

throughout Kent.

With over 28 years’ experience, we 
use traditional methods of joinery  to 

deliver top quality products at very 
competitive prices.

Visit our website

http://www.custommade-joinery.co.uk
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So you think all window companies are the 
same... think again!

Tel: 01634 261757
6 Orchard Street, Rainham, 

Gillingham ME8 9AA

Residence 9 is the perfect replacement window system for 
traditional properties and homes within conservation areas  
requiring new windows due to its period styling. 

www.orchardwindowskent.com

For all your bespoke glass needs
• Glass for woodburning stoves
• Shower screens - any shape
• Coloured glass splashbacks

• Glass balustrades
• Roof panels
• Antique mirrors stocked
• Shelves
• Sealed units
• Toughened glass
• Bath screens
• Glass furniture made to your design
• Well tops
•  (Supply only) uPVC windows, doors 

and conservatories
Trade enquiries welcome
01233 626045
www.cpglassandwindows.co.uk

http://www.orchardwindowskent.com
http://www.cpglassandwindows.co.uk
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If you live in a beautiful old house in a 

conservation area, congratulations!  

You care deeply about the look of 

your lovely home and want to keep 

its traditional aesthetics, but maybe 

sometimes you have a secret yearning  

for the comfort, easy maintenance and 

lower energy bills of modern windows.

Now there’s an opportunity to have 

it all! Residence 9 windows are carefully 

designed to marry the most sophisticated 

performance of double or triple glazing 

with a traditional look, and they are 

available from Orchard Windows in 

Rainham.

There’s a big range in Residence 

9 to replicate traditional timber 

designs and sightlines in an easy-care 

composite material, enabling you to 

banish draughts and reduce noise while 

retaining the character of your home 

with frames which will not warp, swell  

or need painting. 

These products have been specifically 

designed to meet Conservation Area 

stipulations – though you will still need 

to run your project past your local 

planning/conservation officer – and 

they come in a variety of colours with 

different hardware options and features.

For more information or a free 

quotation please contact your local 

Residence 9 supplier.  

Orchard Windows 01634 261757 

email orchardwindows@outlook.com.

Windows of opportunity

mailto:orchardwindows@outlook.com
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The Antiques Barn

3,000 sq ft  of antiques and furniture
Vintage/retro • Jewellery • china • glass 

• old garden tools/various selection of tools • books 
• garden furniture ... and much much more

OPEN Mon-Sat: 9.30am - 5pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm

GREENWAYS GARDEN CENTRE
A28 Bethersden, Ashford TN26 3LF

Tel: 01233 822358

Visit our Facebook page: Th e Antiques Barn Kent
(House clearances undertaken)

Call to arrange a free initial meeting 
to discuss your project

t: 01227 762060
e: jameskenton@clague.co.uk

w: www.clague.co.uk

Peter Jackson Architects

Harbour Offices, Whitstable, CT5 1AB
01227 770470

www.peterjacksonarchitects.co.uk

Designing
spaces
for you

mailto:jameskenton@clague.co.uk
http://www.clague.co.uk
http://www.peterjacksonarchitects.co.uk
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Period property 
specialist 
contractors

  Complete restorations

  Lime mortar manfacture and sales

  We stock a wide range of natural 
Hydraulic Limes and pre-mixed 
mortars

  STEICO breathable insulation, 
stockists and installers

  Lime mortar pointing

  Mortar matching service

  Brick matching and replacement

  Brick tinting

  Structural crack repairs

  Period property damp problems 
solved with traditional methods

  Free property survey

Unit 9, Barton Business Park, CT1 3AA

(by appointment only) Tel: 07977 027556

www.restorationlime.co.uk

restorationlime@gmail.com

http://www.restorationlime.co.uk
mailto:restorationlime@gmail.com
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I
t’s always exciting to get a call from a 

new customer. An introduction to view 

furniture in a previously unexplored 

environment. New discoveries and 

challenges fill my mind with inspiration and a 

desire to get to work.

20 years ago, a lovely and  “old school” 

gentleman invited me to his home, which 

was full of wild colourful paintings from his 

own hand, which seemed out of character for 

this stiffly dressed, retired countryman, who’s 

surname sounded important, as if he’d had a 

privileged background.

I listened to him, respectfully, as his wisdom 

and knowledge intrigued me. We wandered 

through his remote period country cottage, 

surrounded by lush fields that swayed in the 

breeze. I noticed amongst his wonderful beloved 

antiques, and random collectables, that there was 

a single large slab of burr elm. With negotiations 

finished and a final sum fixed, I left with lighter 

pockets, but also delighted with my new piece 

of tree, and drove home with thoughts of a 

probable coffee table project on my mind.

Back home I found a suitable base for my 

planned coffee table. It was down to my brother 

Andy to spend an afternoon scraping the surface, 

and bringing out the colour, and busy grain of 

 - By Richard Tozer -

A shot in the bark
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this very rare, and also 2 inch thick, antique piece 

of timber. One can only rub down and prepare 

a piece of timber of this nature by hand, because 

of its uneven surface, which is also part of the 

character and charm.

It was while my brother was rubbing it down 

that he noticed there was a soft spongy area. 

On investigating this patch a little further, our 

excitement grew as we gradually realised what 

we had discovered, for there in the heart of this 

wonderful piece of wood was a round ball of 

lead! 

We believed immediately that it had been 

fired from a musket, we mused with eyes wide, 

teasing ourselves with stories 

of battles between royalists 

cavaliers, and parliamentary 

Roundheads during the 17th 

century civil war.

With boyhood notions 

of primitive warfare, we 

convinced ourselves it was 

totally plausible, coupled 

with the obvious age of 

our now fallen tree, we 

also childishly mused that 

William Tell hadn’t used a 

crossbow after all.

We cleaned around the 

snug home of this large 

marble sized lump of lead, 

then glued it back into 

it’s ancient home where 

it looked just right. It still 

makes me wonder though, 

I mean, the chances of this 

ever happening, and if it’s 

ever happened before. Its 

possible I guess, that the 

shot was meant for an animal being hunted in 

a wooded area, but missed, leaving the leaden 

object trapped in a young tree that was to 

grow around it over the next several hundred 

years, leaving the shot being buried deep in the 

burred branches.

This tree could have died and rotted, may 

be even been struck by lightning. It could 

have been caught in a wild forest fire, or felled 

for firewood. Instead it was felled, planked, 

seasoned and miraculously all this happened 

without revealing the lead shot! Now it is a 

coffee table with a mysterious and fascinating 

past.
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WHITSTABLE 
LAVENDER
All things Lavender

Hand made 
locally

Pure 

Organic

Vegan

Online or in shop

Wedding favours & confetti

www.whitstablelavender.com
7a High Street, Whitstable CT5 1A

01227 280065  • 07772 208631

Listed & period 
property specialist

Tel: 01303 230027 or 07706 095354

www.artisankitchensandjoinery.com

artisan kitchens & joinery

Richard Tozer
damage and restoration 

specialist

french polishing
veneers / joints / cracks / dents / 

/ gilding / oil paintings cleaned 
and repaired, and 

on-site magic man repairs.

for repair estimates email 

richardtozer@hotmail.com
Tel: 07818 032 088

http://www.whitstablelavender.com
http://www.artisankitchensandjoinery.com
mailto:richardtozer@hotmail.com
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WE ARE DOWNSIZING - LOTS OF ITEMS REDUCED

Old English Pine

Established over 30 years, the store is spread over three floors. You 
will be amazed at the choice. We also stock a wide range of beautiful 

reasonably priced accessories to make your house a home.  

Find the perfect gift for friends and family.

100/102 & 90 Sandgate High St, Sandgate, Folkestone CT20 3BY 
Tel: 01303 248560

www. oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk

Creating art for any environment

Baden Art, The Studios, Oad Street, Borden, Sittingbourne
Kent ME9 8JX    Tel: 07712 236678
www.badenart.co.uk            Commissions undertaken

http://www.oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk
http://www.badenart.co.uk
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Where there’s a Will there’s a way

Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered office 72 King Street, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL.  Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under no. 608279.

CNK4/17

www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk

Your Will can be a very powerful tool to help your loved ones. It can:

• Ensure your assets are left to the people you choose
• Protect your family - appoint guardians for your children
• Save your family tax
• Give you peace of mind, a very valuable commodity

Just as you take expert advice when buying a new house or investment plan, it’s even more 
important to take expert advice regarding your Will.

If you don’t have a Will – now is the time to discuss your wishes. If you have a Will – does it 
still reflect your wishes and in a tax efficient way? 

To review your current Will at no charge contact us today.

Canterbury 01227 643250 
Maidstone  01622 698000 
Tenterden  01580 765722

http://www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk
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HOT PROPERTY

Lenham Court, Lenham

A 
resplendent Grade II* Listed c.15th 

century manor house with attached 

cottage offering accommodation 

approaching 9,000 sq ft and set in 16 acres 

of parkland style grounds in a rural position 

within striking distance of the historic village 

of Lenham.

Lenham Court is listed Grade II* of 

architectural and historical interest and is 

believed to date from the 15th century. The 

property boasts an abundance of character 

of its period with a wealth of exposed heavy 

timbers and feature Dragon Beam to the 

Drawing Room.

The extensive and very flexible 

accommodation to the main house comprises 

an entrance hallway, six reception rooms, 

kitchen, utility room, larder room, plant 

room, six cloakrooms, seven bedrooms and 

four bathrooms. The entire second floor has 

sufficient accommodation to be used as a self 

contained flat. The attached cottage enjoys 

an entrance hall, sitting room, kitchen dining 

room, study, cloakroom, three bedrooms and a 

family bathroom, along with an attached barn 

currently used for storage, but which would 

suit conversion to a studio apartment or home 

office/workshop, subject to the necessary listed 

building consent.

Outside, the property is approached along 

an impressive gated driveway passing through 

the gardens to the front of the house. The 
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PROPERTY DETAILS

Address: Lenham, Kent

Price: £1,350,000

For more information contact:

Saddlers
Reed House, 1-3 Old Ashford Road,

Charing TN27 0JG

Tel: 01233 713127

property@saddlersresidential.co.uk

www.saddlersresidential.co.uk

total plot extends to sixteen acres of grounds 

including formal lawned gardens and rolling 

paddocks and lake, in addition to a disused 

outdoor swimming pool that has lapsed planning 

permission for the erection of a new building to 

enclose the pool.

Located in a small country lane to the west 

of Lenham, the property is surrounded by 

countryside providing an abundance natural 

beauty and a plethora of walks, cycling and horse 

riding routes.

Lenham is an historic market village situated 

some 9 miles east of the county town of 

Maidstone.  The village enjoys an interesting mix 

of local shops, restaurants, pubs, church, doctor’s 

surgery and benefi ts from a monthly Country 

Market held in The Square. 

 Public transport is well catered for with a main 

line railway station in the village providing access 

to London Victoria and Ashford International 

station which benefi ts from the High Speed 37 

minute service to London St Pancras, whilst 

excellent road links to London and the Kent coast 

are accessible at junction 8 of the M20, some 5 

miles distant. 

 Properties of this calibre, situated close to such 

a sought after semi-rural village, are rarely seen 

on the open market and a high level of interest is 

anticipated in this particular property.  

mailto:property@saddlersresidential.co.uk
http://www.saddlersresidential.co.uk
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kentish
food   •  drink  •   produce

Local & loving it
Our county is packed full of fine food and drink.  
From furrow to orchard, from marsh to shore -  

Kent is crammed with foodie delights.   

Fabulous locally produced food includes just-caught 
fish; superb oysters; tender Romney Marsh lamb;  
sweet soft fruit and tangy apples. Wash it down  

with locally-made, world-class wine; a crisp cider  
or a traditionally brewed beer. 

All this makes Kent an outstanding place to eat out. 
From contemporary Michelin-starred restaurants to 
characterful eateries graced by log fires or stunning 

sea views. Kent offers everything from fine dining and 
gourmet Asian cuisine, to great grub in rural pubs.

Kent is also renowned for its orchards abundant  
with apples, pears and cherries. Fertile soil, a 

favourable climate and centuries-old expertise create 
prime growing conditions.   
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N 

Ar ms
17th century village pub, near the Pilgrims Way, 

set in rolling downland countryside. An inglenook 
log fi re gives a warm welcome in winter. 

Good quality, locally sourced food served. 
Sunday lunch 12-2pm.  Reservation required.

Th e Street, Wormshill, Sittingbourne ME9 0TU 
Tel: 01622 884386

o   p

Ar ms
Blacksmith’sBlacksmith’s

Good Food, Real Service

The Royal Oak is set in the picturesque village of Blean in Kent, 

surrounded by open fi elds and uninterrupted views.

We serve delicious homemade food, sourcing local ingredients 

wherever possible to serve you the fi nest, freshest produce available.

140 Blean Common, 

Canterbury  CT2 9JJ 

Reservations: 01227 760149

www.royaloakblean.com

http://www.royaloakblean.com
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THE

OYSTER
PEARL

185 FAVERSHAM ROAD, WHITSTABLE CT5 4BJ • TEL: 01227 272705

WWW.THEOYSTERPEARLRESTAURANT.COM

creative pan-Asian and British dishes all served in a pleasant environment 
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IN SEASON

ASPARAGUS



83Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS

The asparagus season 

is looming and for a 

few short weeks we 

can look forward to 

enjoying succulent locally grown 

spears.

Asparagus was highly regarded 

by the Greeks and the Romans 

for its medicinal properties, 

and modern science confi rms 

its longstanding reputation as a 

health-giving food. 

It is low in salt and calories, 

but packed with vitamins, 

minerals and dietary fi bre. 

It’s an especially good source of folic 

acid, which has a wide range of health 

benefi ts and is a recommended dietary 

supplement. 

British asparagus is widely hailed 

as the world’s best, and there’s a huge 

difference in taste and texture between 

fresh local asparagus and imported 

supermarket spears. No wonder that the 

start of the asparagus season is one of the 

highlights of spring for food lovers.

Growing British asparagus is a labour 

of love. Each spear is harvested by hand 

when it reaches just the right height.

The less time it takes to get asparagus 

from the fi eld to the plate, the better it 

will taste because the sugars in the plant 

start to turn to starch once it’s picked. 

British-grown asparagus takes about 24 

hours to get from plant to supermarket 

shelf, but it’s worth checking the 

sell-by dates and visiting PYO farms 

and farmers’ markets for the freshest 

specimens you can fi nd. 

How to cook asparagus
Firstly, discard the thick, tough, woody stems. 
You can do this by bending the spears which will 
naturally snap at the right point. Asparagus only 
needs a short cooking time in order to preserve 
nutrients. It’s usually blanched for a brief period 
of time in salted boiling water (2-3 minutes). 
If you like a bit of colour, grilling, griddling, 
barbecuing or roasting are all great examples of 
how to cook asparagus. Brush with olive oil before 
cooking to ensure it doesn’t dry out.

how to serve asparagus
Asparagus makes a healthy snack with a dollop of 
something creamy. It’s a noteworthy ingredient in 
starters and a strong main course accompaniment. 
It pairs well with egg-based sauces such as 
hollandaise, sharp cheeses (Parmesan or Pecorino 
are perfect) and fi sh. It’s ideal in a spring risotto, 
in fresh pasta dishes and quiches. It also pairs 
gloriously with truffl e.
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SERVES 

TWO
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SPEAR A THOUGHT FOR 

THIS TASTY STARTER FEATURES A MOUTHWATERING COMBINATION 
OF FRESH LOCAL ASPARAGUS, LEEKS BRAISED IN RIESLING AND 

TARRAGON WITH PROSCIUTTO.

METHOD
Trim the woody ends off the asparagus spears – an easy way 

to do this is to hold the root end in one hand, halfway up 

the stalk with the other, then gently bend it until it snaps. 

Wherever it breaks tends to be just about right. Rinse both 

the asparagus and the leeks, and dry with a clean kitchen 

cloth.

In a large, shallow casserole – one you have a lid for – heat 

30g of butter over a medium-high heat. Once melted, add the 

asparagus and leeks and fry, turning once, for a few minutes 

until gently coloured. It doesn’t matter that the butter might 

burn here; those nutty qualities will enhance the dish.

Once the vegetables are coloured, pour in the wine and throw 

in the tarragon with a pinch of pepper. Pop on the lid, reduce 

the heat to fairly low and simmer for 10 minutes. Once the 

wine has reduced almost entirely, and the vegetables are soft 

but with a gentle resistance, it’s ready. Add the remaining 

butter in cubes and allow it to melt over the vegetables. Serve 

the asparagus and leeks with pieces of prosciutto draped in 

and among the veg.

YOU WILL NEED
250g asparagus spears

180g baby leeks

200ml of Reisling wine

5 sprigs of tarragon

8 slices of Prosciutto

60g unsalted butter

Coarse black pepper
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W: www.whitehorsebridge.co.uk
E: info@whitehorsebridge.co.uk
T: 01227 833830

53 High Street, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5LA

Come and visit the newly refurbished White 
Horse Inn at Bridge. Dating back to the 16th 
century, this former coaching inn is located 
on the old London to Dover Road, just 2.5 
miles south of Canterbury.

Sample the delights of our bar and restaurant 
menus developed by our new chef, with the 
focus on fresh, fl avoursome, locally sourced 
ingredients. Choose from our extensive and 
recently updated range of cask ales, ciders 
and wines.

Relax and enjoy the ambience of a traditional 
pub, with beamed ceilings and roaring fi res. 
Open every day, with ample car parking at 
rear. We look forward to welcoming you.

Th e Dove Inn
TRADITIONAL COUNTRY PUB, SERVING HOME COOKED FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

A quintessential red brick Victorian pub dating back to 1860 which lies in the heart of the sleepy village of Dargate 
on Plumpudding Lane. Th e pub boasts a log burning fi re, wooden fl oors with walls hung with black and white photos 

depicting the history of the pub, making it a cosy, relaxed place to drink and dine.

We off er pizza from our traditional wood fi red pizza oven every evening. As well as our One Mile Lunch
-   a delicious menu consisting solely of ingredients sourced within a mile of the pub.

PLUMPUDDING LANE, DARGATE, KENT ME13 9HB •TEL: 01227 751360
www.thedovedargate.co.uk

http://www.whitehorsebridge.co.uk
mailto:info@whitehorsebridge.co.uk
http://www.thedovedargate.co.uk
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OPEN FOR BREAKFAST - EVERY DAY 8AM-10AM BUT DO BOOK !
B&B off er - from £99 throughout March (Mon-Fri dinner, bed, breakfast)
17th March - ST PATRICK’S DAY - Guinness at the ready!
26th March - MOTHER’S DAY - Treat mum to a scrumptious lunch
28th March - DINING CLUB - Lamb …with a diff erence
Open all over the Easter weekend. Breakfast, lunch and dinner.
April - DINING CLUB - ‘Th e Hungry Chef ’ culinary experience from our 
Head Chef, be sure not to miss it.

Canterbury Road, 
Wingham, 
CT3 1BB

01227 720339
www.thedog.co.uk 
info@thedog.co.uk

http://www.thedog.co.uk
mailto:info@thedog.co.uk
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alworth’s
best                 QUALITYP

The Farm Shop, Sturry Hill, Canterbury CT2 0NJ
Tel 01227 712571  • FREE parking   •  Open 7 days a week 

Mon - Sat 7.30am to 6pm  •  Sun 10am to 4pm

Butcher and deli



89Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS4 Blean Hill, Blean, Canterbury CT2 9EF  Tel: 01227 504887 • www.bleantavern.com

Our new chef  has created an inspiring 
menu featuring Britiah andauthentic pan-Asian 
food, served in a warm and family-friendly 
environment.  

Breakfast now being served from 
8am Tuesday - Sunday.

Closed on Monday - except Bank Holidays.

BRITISH AND 

PAN-ASIAN  
CUISINE

Bookings taken for parties, events 
or any special celebration

http://www.bleantavern.com89
http://www.bleantavern.com89
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There are few more rewarding ways 
to spend an hour or two a week than 
growing even a few of your own 

vegetables. So whether you’ve been inspired by 
the latest celebrity chef to take fork to soil, or 
just fancy developing your green thumb, let this 
be the year when you start to grow your own.
There’s no joy quite like the joy of serving up 
home-grown slightly gnarled carrots and off-
kilter cauliflowers that you have tended from 
seedlings – and a few nuggets of advice are all 
you need to set up your own thriving patch.

Choosing a site
Go out into the garden and work out the best 
possible place for your plot. If you have the 
choice, it’s good to grow veg in the kind of 
sunny, sheltered spot where you might want 
to sunbathe. Most of the plants going into the 
patch are annuals and need to grow rapidly. To 
enable them to do this, they need all the help 
they can get. That’s only possible in full sun, so 
avoid overhanging trees and shade-throwing 
sheds and buildings as far as possible. 

Soil is also important, although most plants 

Creating a 
KITCHEN GARDEN

Whatever the size of your outdoor space there’s no reason to miss 

out on the grow-your-own revolution – you can harvest a surprising 

amount of tasty, fresh produce from the smallest of spaces.
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will thrive as long as your soil isn’t very shallow 
or filled with stones, in which case you should 
consider raised beds or even pots. Digging in a 
good load of compost will make so-so soil good 
and good soil great. Use garden compost if you 
have any, or bags of soil conditioner from the 
garden centre.

Unwanted visitors
Whatever your personal feelings about slugs 
and snails, your kitchen garden is the last 
place they should be welcome. Keeping your 
plot neat and tidy by clearing weeds and 
leaves minimises the places where those 
pesky molluscs can hide. Don’t have long 
grass or dense flower borders adjacent to 
your veg plot; you may not spot them during 
the day, but be assured they will mount 
night-time raids on your crops. Where 
possible put a path inbetween beds where 
pests will be easily picked off by you, or the 
birds.

Be vigilant with those dreaded weeds – 
pull them out by hand or use a weed killer 
– the best ones contain systemic glyphosate 
that penetrates right down to the roots, then 
breaks down in the soil so as not to affect 
any crops you subsequently plant.

Starter projects
Collect leaves and pile into chicken-wire pens or 
old compost bags to create a free and fabulous leaf 
mould soil improver. Leaf mould is wonderfully 

moisture-retentive and perfect for covering and 
keeping freshly-sown seeds hydrated. 

Next start building your raised beds using 
on-edge scaffold planks fixed at the corners and 
screwed to short posts driven into the soil. They 
are ideal for making a plot more manageable. 
They also lift crops into the light in shaded 
gardens. 

Lastly fill your beds with a mixture of 60 per 
cent compost and 40 per cent topsoil. Then 
you’ll be ready to plant.

Helpful tips and advice

• Never ignore the advice on seed packets by 
starting your plants earlier than recommended 
as they will get off to a weak start from which 
they will never recover. 
• Make your own compost using lawn 
clippings, green prunings and kitchen peelings.
• Don’t worry about crop rotation, it really isn’t 
necessary for small-scale projects – leave that 
to the farmers!
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25-26 Sun Street, Canterbury CT1 2HX  
Tel 01227 767854 

www.deesonsrestaurant.co.uk

Deeson’s British Restaurant is privately 
owned and is situated in the heart of 

historic Canterbury.

We specialise in traditional and modern 
British dishes using locally sourced 

produce.

We also grow and rear a large part of our 
menu from our own smallholding.

 

 

http://www.deesonsrestaurant.co.uk
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T
he launch of my new wine-tasting 

company on February 7th was a big 

success. The room at the George Inn 

in Leeds near Maidstone was packed 

and there were lots of happy smiling people 

chatting and drinking wine. I think one group 

would have stayed all night if the pub hadn’t 

needed to shut!

Getting to this point has pushed me well out 

of my comfort zone, but I’ve found that if you 

really want to do something then it’s definitely 

worth all the challenges.

Some of you will remember Mateus Rose – 

an easy drinking wine from Portugal that you 

could drink with or without food. During the 

1970s I used to drink a lot of this and I was 

happy with it, as there wasn’t much else. The 

bottles were used afterwards to put candles in 

and the wax would drip down the sides where 

the different colours would make fancy patterns 

Rowena Hawtin started to learn 

about wines 20 years ago. Now 

she wants to teach us all how to 

choose wisely through her new 

wine-tasting venture.

– it was thought to be very creative!

Back then there were Mateus, Blue Nun and 

Black Tower and these brands are still available. 

But I began to tire of them. I didn’t know what 

else was out there, so I took a wine appreciation 

course. I loved learning about the different 

regions, the grapes and most importantly 

what I liked and didn’t like, and began to feel 

confident navigating my way around a wine list.

During the 1980s the UK underwent a 

cultural and lifestyle change in wine drinking 

that began with Beaujolais Nouveau –  a red 

wine as close to a white wine as you can get, 

meant to be drunk young. It became trendy and 

part of a tradition to see who could get the first 

bottle. This was when wine drinking started to 

become more everyday rather than related to a 

special occasion or when out at a restaurant.

This has led to a much greater choice – a vast 

selection of different wines and styles to suit 

Discover 
THE VINE



94 Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS

every pocket and taste – and sometimes this 

choice can be overwhelming.

In the average supermarket, wine usually 

has its own aisle, with reds down one side 

and whites down the other. Most Old World 

(or European) wines are labelled according 

to region rather than grape variety. But most 

people will talk about wines by grape such 

as Merlot, Shiraz or Sauvignon (although of 

course there are exceptions such as Rioja). If 

you don’t recognise the label, it’s very difficult 

to work out what it is… and most importantly, 

whether you are going to like it.

You need to see the colour of wine, smell the 

aroma and finally taste to fully appreciate it. So 

I thought, why not offer a service where people 

can come to a wine tasting workshop to learn a 

little about popular wine varieties, meet people, 

have fun and get to feel confident in choosing a 

wine they like, whether in a supermarket, local 

wine shop or restaurant? Just by knowing a few 

simple facts the selection process becomes a lot 

easier and a lot more fun too.

I always had this desire to share what I knew, 

but it wasn’t until I joined a local speakers’ club 

just over two years ago that I could finally make 

my dream a reality. Here I gained confidence 

and skills, and I thought maybe now I could 

bring together the elements of public speaking 

and my knowledge of wine to put my own 

unique stamp on wine tasting. What had been 

too scary started to become something I could 

really make happen, so the launch of Discover 

the Vine is really the culmination of 20 years of 

experience.

My launch evening started with some of my 

colleagues and friends giving feedback on their 

experiences of my wine tastings, saying they 

were informative and educational, but fun, too.
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The wines we tasted were a sparkling rosé 

from Saumur in the Loire valley. It was crisp 

and dry, along with most wines in this region, 

as the cool Atlantic breeze ensures they have 

high acidity which adds structure and mouth-

watering freshness.

We then tasted a Chablis from the north-

west of Burgundy, a well-known area of France 

where they produce some very delicious 

and very expensive grands crus. Chablis has 

a cool climate, the only grape permitted is 

Chardonnay, and the typical style is bone dry. 

The one we tasted was a good example of that: 

green apple, steely minerality, with a good 

balance of fruit and acidity - very refreshing 

even in February!

We then tasted a Valpolicella from just 

outside Verona in north-east Italy. The basic 

Valpolicella Classico is a simple, fruity, red 

cherry with low tannins and easy to drink – 

made to drink immediately. However, the one 

we tried was a Valpolicella Ripasso, a step up 

from the basic one but not nearly as expensive 

as Amarone. Both these wines were tasted with 

canapés chosen to complement them.

I have a number of workshops planned, such 

as Popular Wine Varieties on Tuesday March 

28th, Sparkling Wines on Tuesday April 25th, 

and Wine and Food Matching on Tuesday 

May 23rd, all to be held at the George Inn in 

Leeds. I also have an Italian Wine Tasting on 

Wednesday April 12th at the St George Hotel, 

Rochester. All tastings include tasty snacks to 

help appreciate the flavour interactions with 

the wines. I’m also available for private parties, 

such as birthdays and anniversaries.

See my Facebook page for reviews of my 

wine tastings – you are guaranteed to have 

a good evening with lots of fun and lots of 

laughter!

 www.discoverthevine.co.uk or facebook.com/

discoverthevine

http://www.discoverthevine.co.uk
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MARCH

THURSDAY 2ND, 9TH, 
16TH & 23RD
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 3RD, 10TH, 
17TH, & 24TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 4TH
Deal; Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye

SUNDAY 5TH
Ashford; Elm Court Village; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Westerham 

TUESDAY 7TH, 14TH 
& 21ST
Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

SATURDAY 11TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 
Offham; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall); 
Whitstable

SUNDAY 12TH
Bishops Park; Lenham; 
Marden; Thanet; 
Tonbridge; 

SATURDAY 18TH
Canterbury; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 19TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Westerham

SATURDAY 25TH
Hythe; Sevenoaks; 
Whistable

APRIL

SATURDAY 1ST
Deal; Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye

SUNDAY 2ND
Ashford; Bishops Park; Elm 
Court Village; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Westerham

THURSDAY 6TH, 13TH, 
20TH & 27TH
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 7TH, 14TH & 21ST
Egerton

SATURDAY 8TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 
Offham; Sevenoaks; Tunbridge 
Wells (Town Hall); Whitstable

Kent Kent 
Farmers’ MarketsFarmers’ Markets
! !

96 Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS



97Spring 2017 • CONSERVATION NEWS

TUESDAY 4TH, 11TH, 18TH 

& 25TH

Capel-le-Ferne; 

Hildenborough

THURSDAY 13TH, 

20TH, & 27TH

Charing; Rolvenden; 

Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

SATURDAY 15TH

Canterbury; Sevenoaks; 

Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 

Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 16TH

Aylesford; Bishops Park; 

Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 

(Pantiles); Westerham

SATURDAY 22ND

Bridge; Cranbrook; Hythe; 

Knockholt; Sevenoaks; 

Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall); 

Whitstable

SUNDAY 23RD

Bearsted; Bishops Park; 

West Malling

FRIDAY 28TH

Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 29TH
Sevenoaks

SUNDAY 30TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville

MAY

TUESDAY 2ND, 9TH, 
16TH, 23RD & 30TH
Capel-Le-Ferne;
Hildenborough

THURSDAY 4TH, 11TH, 
18TH & 25TH
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 5TH, 12TH & 19TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 6TH
Deal; Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye

SUNDAY 7TH
Ashford; Bishops Park; East 
Farleigh; Elm Court Village; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles: 
Westerham

SATURDAY 13TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 

Offham; Sevenoaks; Tunbridge 
Wells (Town Hall); Whitstable

SUNDAY 14TH
Aylesford; Lenham; Marden; 
Thanet; Tonbridge

SATURDAY 20TH
Canterbury; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 21ST
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Westerham

FRIDAY 26TH
Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 27TH
Bridge; Cranbrook; Hythe; 
Knockholt; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall)
Whitstable

SUNDAY 28TH
Bearsted; Bishops Park; 
Cliftonville; West Malling

For more information and 
addresses visit 
www.kfma.org.uk.
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Looking to promote your business?

CONSERVATION NEWS Kent is 
delivered to thousands of Grade I & II Listed 
Building by Royal Mail, through conservation 
areas, surrounding villages and large period 
homes. We are a free quarterly publication, 
created to enable local businesses, artisans and 
tradesmen to market their trade and services to 
reach a unique target audience.

We are editorial led with well written features 
and case studies, covering period homes, 
gardens, renovations, interiors and Kentish 
food and produce to promote a variety of Kent 
businesses.

If you would like to market and grow your 
business in this niche publication then please 
contact us on 07725 732535 or send an e-mail 
to dawn@cnkent.co.uk.

Copies are available on request and can be 
picked up in selected hotels, coff ee shops, 
garden centres and public buildings.

CONSERVATION NEWS
Kent        Spring 2017  • Complimentary   

PERIOD HOMES       RENOVATION      INTERIORS     GARDENS    FOOD

     
RENOVATING 
a Georgian property

     
Rolling Clay 
with Keith Brymer Jones

     
Creating 
a kitchen garden

mailto:dawn@cnkent.co.uk
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ABLAZE
STOVES & CHIMNEYS

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ALL STOVE BRANDS AND CHIMNEY LINERS SUPPLIED AND 

FITTED • CHIMNEY REBUILDING & FIREPLACE ALTERATIONS UNDERTAKEN

Working in association with Absolute Chimneys, undertaking the thermocrete chimney lining systems.

Tel: 01233 512323  •  01580 764284 or 07767 771100  • www.ablazestoves.co.uk
By appointment only on Friday & Saturday.

Call or email for a free quotation - ablazestoves@hotmail.co.uk

UNIT H, MERSHAM-LE-HATCH BUSINESS VILLAGE, HYTHE ROAD, ASHFORD TN25 6NH

MAIN DEALER FOR CHARNWOOD 
AND BODART & GONAY

http://www.ablazestoves.co.uk
mailto:ablazestoves@hotmail.co.uk
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W E  B E L I E V E
That change is as good as a rest

Believe it or not, our Henley oak kitchen used to be seen as our most traditional, our most classic, 
and our most refined collection.

But we knew it had hidden depths. So we took it apart and looked at all of the pieces from the 
inside-out and from the outside-in. Then we added new ones. To those of you who knew it before,  

it might look familiar, but it’s an entirely new era of design.

It’s Henley, redefined. Now available in both oak and painted.

neptune.com 
Neptune Canterbury, Wincheap, CT1 3TY, 01227 209300, info@neptunecanterbury.com 
Neptune Tonbridge, 1-2 Tannery Road, TN9 1RF, 01732 351866, info@neptunetonbridge.com 

mailto:info@neptunecanterbury.com
mailto:info@neptunetonbridge.com



