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• Built on reputation • Free, no obligation quotes
• Leading the way in quality • Kent Peg tile specialists

Tel: 01580 242925
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01227 766655   |   lenleys.co.uk

Visit us at 25-34 Roper Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7EL

For an exceptional home

we’ve got your flooring covered
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I’m looking forward to the longer days that spring heralds. 

More daylight defi nitely lifts the spirits, and one of the ways 

you can make the most of this is to incorporate roofl ights or 

roof lanterns into your home – take a look at our article.

Given the time of year, we are of course talking about gardens: 

we have some tips for spring gardening and we are talking 

standards.

Beautiful brickwork is another focus in this issue, with The 

Pluckley Brick Company telling us how they hand-make bricks 

using local clay. We also have advice on how to look after brick 

exteriors and making good use of reclaimed bricks.

And while we’re in the Pluckley area, we visit a stunning 

project to remodel a former outbuilding into a classic Kentish 

country cottage, meeting both the owner and the builder.

Lots to read and enjoy, until next time…

 Dawn

Welcomespring 2018

Congratulations to Natalie Miller from Fordwich, Canterbury, the winner 

of our winter issue competition.



6  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Spring 2018



7Spring 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk

70 A guide to plaster mouldings
  Help in indentifying and dating  

plaster mouldings

80 Restaurant review
  We enjoy a superb lunch at  

The Dove at Dargate

84 The Mediterranean Table
  Two lovely recipes

92 Italian wines
  Rowena Hawtin recommends some 

unusal Italian wines

What’s inside
14 Good standards
  Beautiful plants to add height to your garden

25 Roof lanterns
  Read our essential guide

38 A step back in time
  We explore the history of velvet

48 Another brick in the wall
 A guide to brickwork maintenance and repair

60 Heritage hand-made bricks
 We talk to The Pluckley Brick Company 

spring 2018
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SPRING mGARDENING
The cold winter has dragged on, but early spring is the most exciting time in the garden.

The Tulip Celebrations at Hever Castle & 

Gardens will be bigger and better this year 

with 20,000 tulips in bloom in the stunning 

grounds of the childhood home of Anne 

Boleyn. Visitors will be able to enjoy a tulip 

trail, either self-guided or with Hever’s Head 

Gardener Neil Miller, and marvel at the 

flowers in myriad colours and varieties.  

Visit www.hevercastle.co.uk

Tulip Celebrations at 
Hever Castle & Gardens
18TH – 27TH APRIL

BEAUTIFUL BLOSSOM 
Hanami - 14th April, Brogdale

Brogdale in Faversham is one of the few 
places in the UK to celebrate Hanami  

and with the largest collection of fruit trees  
in the world, it really is a sight to see!  

Enjoy a tour of the beautiful orchards before 
relaxing with a picnic under the trees. 

(www.brogdalecollections.org)

Dazzling dahlias
Plant tubers over the coming weeks and look 

forward to months of colour this summer.

This garden favourite provides splashes of 

colour in borders and generous supplies of cut 

flowers throughout summer and autumn. They 

are an incredibly low maintenance plant.
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bee generous
If you have room for a medium-sized shrub 

and want to give the bees a real treat, plant a 

ceanothus. In late spring this handsome, glossy-

leaved evergreen delivers countless neat bunches 

of sweet-scented, tightly packed flowers that insect 

pollinators simply can’t resist. Plant it in sheltered 

sunny spot on well-drained soil, avoiding 

potential frost pockets. Mulch or feed liberally in 

early spring to encourage new growth. 

get perennials  
off to a good start
It’s such a relief to have warmer 

temperatures and longer days, and to see 

the garden slowly coming back to life. 

Perennials are a great way to colonise your 

beds, borders and permanent containers. 

Most of them are very low maintenance 

and come in many forms (plants, seeds, 

bulbs and corms). Before buying plants 

always make sure they suit your style of 

garden and any colour scheme. Also check 

your soil’s acidity or alkilinity. Plants from 

garden centres may seem like a major 

expense; however, when you consider they 

will last for years, these plants are in fact 

good value.

Seasonal gardening jobs
• Clear up flower beds and borders
• Clean your greenhouse

• Sow seeds that need a longer season
• Tie your trees

•  Plant primulas, polyanthus, pansies or 
dwarf irises and mini daffs - they are all 
hard enough to be outdoors now

•  Keep on top of weeds while the beds are 
still empty

• Plant shrubs and perennials
•  Cut your lawn - put the mower on a 

high cut for the first few times, gradually 
lowering the height as the grass grows 
more

•  Don’t be tempted to buy summer bedding  
just yet, as a late frost could kill them. Wait 
to give your plants a better chance.

wildlife tip
Slugs and snails are busy 

munching new leaves, 

but for the sake of 

hedgehogs and garden 

birds make sure you 

only use pesticide-free 

control methods.
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Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, 
Faversham ME13 8XZ   • Tel: 01795 531888  
www.brogdaleonline.co.uk. 

Open Mon - Fri 10.00 - 16.00
Our specialism is in grafting rare and heritage 
fruit trees from National Fruit Collection. The 
largest collection of fruit trees in the world.

We also offer roses, perennials, herbs and all  
you need for a beautiful, productive garden.

Our show site features summerhouses from Cat 
and Mouse Gardens. From a sun room to a cosy 
nook, there’s a building to suit every garden style 
and budget. catandmouselandscapes.com

FREE parking & entrance (except on Festival days)

Design & 
planning 
service

Honey Hill, Blean, 
nr Whitstable, Kent CT5 3BP  
Tel: 01227 471205

Large range of shrubs, roses, climbing 

plants, ornamental and fruit trees, 

herbaceous perennials, soft fruit, 

herbs, alpines and house plants.

Also in season, a wide selection of 

vegetable plants, patio plants, bedding 

plants, seeds and bulbs ideal for 

planting in the autumn.

We also stock all the composts, pots, 

fertilisers, tools and other sundries for 

your gardening needs, not to mention 

our famous range of ‘Paul’s Own Mix’ 

composts.

OPENING TIMES:

Mon - Sat: 8.30am - 6pm

Sun: 10am - 4pm
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YOUR 
SPACE. 
YOUR 
SALE.

MAKE THE MOST OUT OF YOUR SPACE | BOCONCEPT.COM

BOCONCEPT CANTERBURY . 4-5 ORANGE STREET . CANTERBURY . CT1 2JA . 01227 455585

CANTERBURY@BOCONCEPT.CO.UK

Breathe, relax and enjoy summer style with the new luxurious Rome 

outdoor living collection. Visit us at BoConcept Canterbury to discuss 

your requirements with one of our highly skilled design consultants.

LIVING FOR THE SUN
NEW ROME OUTDOOR 
LIVING COLLECTION
IN STORE NOW

THE FRIARS                                       ORAN
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Theatre

Pizza Express

University Of Kent
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LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES
We specialise in design and 
installation and are happy to 
be able to offer the following 
services:

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN

Patios and decking, gazebos and 
water features, turfi ng, fencing, 
electric gates and astroturf

GROUNDWORK

All demolition work, footings, 
oversights, extensions, drop kerbs, 
drainage and civil engineering

CONTACT US
Tel: 01227 750191 • Mobile: 07759 546838
email: ablelandscapes@btinternet.com
www.ablelandscapes.com

Canterbury 01227 738838 | Ashford 01233 380095
H O W F I E L D  FA R M   H O W F I E L D  L A N E

C A N T E R B U RY  C T 4  7 H Q

www.eastkenttimber.co.uk

SmartBoard is a reversible decking with an appealing tactile 
brushed matt fi nish creating a more natural surface than 

most composite alternatives.

FROM NEW PLANTING 
SCHEMES TO FULL GARDEN 

DESIGN PACKAGE

ENJOY YOUR GARDEN

07818 064343
www.andrewwiltshier.com

CKAGE

OUR GARDEN

8 064
shier.com
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The Street, Preston
Nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED

www.prestongardencentre.co.uk
Tel 01227 722250

� Great seasonal colour
� Large trees and shrubs 
� Hedging and screening
� High-rise privacy screening
� Wheelchair-friendly
� Free wifi

COPPERS BISTRO IS NOW OPEN
� Serving breakfast until 11.30am
�  Hot food served until 4pm  

(3pm on Sundays)
�  Full breakfast and Sunday roast 

available

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
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S
tandard trees and shrubs of all different 

sizes make ideal specimen plants. They 

are ideal for creating focal points in key 

areas of the garden and can also be used to line 

a path, frame a doorway or bring interest to a 

bare wall.

A standard is a plant, usually a woody shrub, 

with a tree-like form. Sometimes referred to 

as balls-on-sticks, standards contain a single, 

straight trunk devoid of any foliage topped by 

a round or weeping mass of foliage. Standards 

grown in pots make excellent accent plants on 

a patio. 

One of the most popular standard plants is 

the rose. It is created by budding three shrubs 

on a stem; hence the dramatic effect. English 

roses, with their natural, bushy growth and 

beautiful, fragrant flowers, are the finest roses 

for growing as standards.  

Whether in a container or in the ground, you 

should site your standard in a sheltered part of 

the garden. Keep the plant staked throughout its 

life, and upgrade to sturdier stakes as the plant 

and its crown mature. Prune the growing tips 

of the standard often to maintain the rounded 

shape. Fertilize the standard as you would the 

regular form of the plant; for example, rose 

fertilizer for rose standards or an acid-loving 

formula for gardenias.

Overwintering standards is a challenge, even 

if the parent plant is normally winter hardy 

in your area. A greenhouse maintained just 

above freezing is an ideal place to overwinter 

tender standards, like fuchsias. Remove 

dropping leaves to prevent fungal diseases from 

developing. You can uproot standard roses and 

bury them in a shallow trench, or bring them 

into the greenhouse. Hardier plants like wisteria 

and lilac can remain outdoors, if you protect 

the whip with plastic tubing and knock snow 

from the branches to prevent breakage.

The worst sort of winterising involves 

subjecting any standard to the warm air and 

weak light of the indoors, which encourages 

spindly growth.

Standards are useful for adding height to a border and  

look particularly impressive when planted closely together  

in groups of three or four. 

GOOD STANDARDS

Popular standards
Roses Bay
Rosemary Buddleia
Ceanothus Hibiscus
Viburnum Euonymus
Marguerite daisy Wisteria

STOCKISTS
Grow at Brogdale 
www.brogdaleonline.co.uk

Meadow Grange 
www.meadowgrangenursery.co.uk

Preston Garden Centre 
www.prestongardencentre.co.uk

Jane at Graham Greener 
www.grahamgreener.com
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MG Contracts is a family business with 32 years 
experience in building tennis courts and sport areas. 
Th e company provides free surveys and quotations. 
All courts are constructed to high specifi cations and 
are supported with a long guarantee.

Resurfacing and construction of all-weather tennis courts
Please contact us for further information
Manchester Road, Ninfi eld, East Sussex TN33 9JX. Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
mgsc@btconnect.com • www.martingurrtenissurfaces.co.uk

MG CONTRACTS
Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
Working in Kent & Sussex areas
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W
ith more than 30 years of 

experience, GreenThumb 

specialise in lawn care treatments 

and are the original lawn treatment provider in 

the UK.

Thanks to their unbeatable reputation, 

GreenThumb now look after the lawns of more 

than 450,000 customers through a network 

of 220 branches nationwide. The unique 

GreenThumb fourstage treatment programme 

is fi nely balanced to ensure that your lawn 

receives what it needs at the right time 

throughout the year. The treatment is tailored 

to meet your own lawn’s exact requirements 

to ensure the maximum benefi t from each 

treatment. Lawn care can start at any time of 

the year, plus there is no contract to sign, you 

can simply ‘pay-as-you-go’.

To complement their standard service, 

GreenThumb have also introduced three 

tailored lawn care programmes to suit any lawn 

and budget. The most popular of the three is 

the Enhanced Programme offering aeration and 

scarifi cation to tackle moss problems.

The Enhanced Programme also comes with 

an 18% discount off the cost of the standard 

pay-as-you-go service. With the Direct Debit 

option, the Enhanced Programme costs 

customers as little as £11.25 per month.

GreenThumb uses products that are not 

generally available from your usual DIY outlets 

and garden centres. Many of their products have 

The secret to a perfect lawn has been a mystery to a lot 

of keen gardeners. With the help, advice and expertise of the 

UK’s leading lawn treatment company GreenThumb, gardeners 

need not struggle any longer

GREEN 
FINGERS
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been developed especially for GreenThumb to 

ensure the best possible results every time. The 

treatment provided targets weeds, feeds the lawn 

and controls moss, ensuring a lush weed-free 

lawn throughout the year.

With treatments starting from as little as £15, 

you will find that it not only costs less but it’s 

far more effective than doing it yourself.

Winter care

During the winter months, GreenThumb can 

continue to take care of your lawn by scarifying 

to remove thatch build up and aerating to 

relieve compaction. This will enable the lawn 

to absorb water, oxygen and nutrients needed 

to encourage deep root growth and sustain a 

healthy lawn.

- advertorial -

Quality care

Being a national company with branches 

throughout the UK, you are assured of both 

a personalised and professional service 

from GreenThumb’s fully trained, licensed 

and uniformed staff. GreenThumb are also 

happy to provide you with advice on your 

current lawn care regime and a no-obligation 

quotation with a comprehensive written lawn 

analysis report.

To speak to your local GreenThumb 

expert, call 01227 652351,

email canterbury@greenthumb.co.uk 

or visit www.greenthumb.co.uk
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LONGACRES GARDEN CENTRE 
Bybrook Barn, Cemetery Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ
Tel: 01233 631 959
Email: bybrook@longacres.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday-Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm
Late night until 8.00pm every Thurs (from 1st Mar to Christmas)
Sunday 10.00am - 4.30pm (tills open at 10.30 am)

LONGACRES
GARDEN CENTRE
BYBROOK BARN

SENSATIONAL SPRING OFFERS IN-STORESENSATIONAL SPRING OFFERS IN-STORE

GREAT
QUALITY
& VALUE 

M20

CEMETERY

WARREN
RETAIL PARK

Island 
Lake

GORE HILL

BYBROOK

A2
8

A28

A20

9

HOLIDAY
INN

Cem
etery Ln

Canterbury Rd

Magazine Rd

A292    M
aidstone R

Fougeres Way

Fougeres Way

Simone Weil Ave
Simone Weil Ave

to Ashfordto Ashford

to Folkestone

to

Canterbury

LONGACRES
Bybrook Barn
Cemetery Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ
Find us by J9 of the M20, 
off the A28, Canterbury Road 
(opposite Ashford Holiday Inn), 
next to the Health Centre 
and Chemist.

MAR

APR

MAY

Visit Longacres Garden Centre Bybrook Barn this Spring! 
There’s always plenty going on in-store!

MARCH is Mother’s Day & the start of our late night opening!
Don’t forget Mother’s Day on 11th March. We’ve got a great selection of 
beautiful bouquets and gorgeous gifts to celebrate wonderful Mums everywhere.
From 1st March we will open late night, until 8pm, each Thursday!
30th March is Good Friday - see below for our 10% off* Early Bird Offer

APRIL is Easter time!
Check out our fabulous range of Easter eggs, flower bouquets, gifts and 
decorations in-store. 
Don’t forget we will be CLOSED ON EASTER SUNDAY, 1st April. 
Early Birds can bag a bargain on Easter Monday - see 10% off* offer below!

MAY is all about Early Bird Bank Holidays - 7th & 28th May!
How the Early Bird Offer Works: If you arrive at Longacres between 
7.30 - 9.00am on a Bank Holiday, you’ll get a 10% off* voucher to use against 
purchases made in-store that day. Discounts are applied at the till.
* Excludes Gift Vouchers, Alcohol and Sheds. Voucher valid for the duration of the day of issue only. 

10% OFF*
for early 
birds!
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T
he family-run business took over the site 

at the end of July 2016 and has invested 

over £1m on renovations.

The interior aquatics section has been 

completely rebuilt, with new flooring 

throughout, new displays and fittings, and we 

now stock reptiles and tarantulas! The outdoors 

aquatic area is still undergoing renovation and 

will open at Easter – it will be much larger, 

feature brand new individual tanks and also 

include a water features section.

The shop floor has been completely 

refurbished indoors and out, with new flooring 

and a new and improved till area. The Garden 

Centre has also more than doubled the number 

of staff it employs.

The indoor and outdoor plant areas have been 

Bybrook Barn
- advertorial - 

redesigned and resurfaced, and are now full of 

healthy plants at very competitive prices. At the 

top of the new staircase (in the centre of the 

shop) you will find our furniture and barbecue 

department on the mezzanine.

There is a brand-new restaurant serving meals, 

snacks and drinks, complete with indoor and 

outdoor children’s play areas, as well as a food 

hall and picnic area.

More garden centre improvements
Longacres has been busy making more improvements to its latest 

Garden Centre acquisition at Bybrook Barn in Ashford, Kent. 
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The tomato is a much-loved fi xture 

on UK plots and it isn’t hard to see 

why. The plants are easy to get going, 

quick to reach maturity and once they start 

producing their fl avoursome fruits there’s no 

stopping them! There is a variety to fi t every 

space: compact cherry tomatoes for hanging 

baskets by the front door; vigorously-

growing vine toms for both greenhouse and 

outdoor cultivation in pots, grow bags or in 

the ground. There are even succulent, meaty 

plum and beefsteak types on stocky, bush-

like plants that need little support – making 

them great for busy gardeners looking for 

a low-maintenance variety. They’re even 

attractive enough to be a slotted into an 

ornamental plot or grown next to a fl ower 

bed.

If you have the luxury of a greenhouse you 

can sow your seeds now, for plants  ready to 

be transplanted in mid-April. However, if 

you’re planning on growing outside, it would 

be wise to wait until April then plant out 

after the last frosts in late May or early June.

When planting your tomatoes into their 

fi nal growing position, water the area well 

before planting and put the plant slightly 

if you want plenty of tasty tomatoes for your summer salads, 

sauces and more, now is the time to get started. 

YOU SAY
TOMATOES...

lower in the ground than it was in the pot. 

If growing a bush variety then support 

is not strictly necessary, although if it is 

outside and exposed to any sort of winds 

then it is probably best to provide some 

support to avoid disappointment. Cordon 

varieties with a single tall vertical stem will 

always need a cane or stake for support and 

plants will need to be tied into the stake 

as it grows. After that it is just a case of 

watering the plants to maintain a moist (but 

not permanently wet) compost and feeding 

regularly with a tomato fertiliser.

Tomato plants are ready to move into 

their fi nal positions approximately seven to 

eight weeks after sowing. The fi rst fruits will 

be ready from early July and with regular 

picking there’s every chance you could be 

enjoying them right up until the fi rst frosts.

six of the best to try

Best classic: Shirley

Best cherry tomato:  Sweet Aperitif

Best beefsteak: Brandywine

Best for pots: Garden Pearl

Best for colour: Rainbow Blend F1

Best blight-buster: Mountain Magic
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Vegetables
- grow your own -

Vegetables
- grow your own -

23Spring 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk
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�  HAND-MADE IN KENT

�  Energy effi cient

�  Environmentally friendly

�  Hand crafted spruce

�  No plumbing/electrics required

�   Comes complete with no hidden 
costs.

www.edmedcoal.co.uk     

 Tel: 01795 843388 or 07976 688437

Supplied and commissioned by Edmed Ltd

Relax with  
nature 

in your own 
WOOD-FIRED 

TUB
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- essential guide -

ROOF LANTERNS
If there’s one thing guaranteed to lift the spirits, it’s a bright sunny day. In winter, a short  

burst of sunshine can give an immense boost to the flagging human system after a period 

of gloom – and who doesn’t look forward to longer, lighter days?

www.valegardenhouses.co.uk
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A 
recent study at Durham University 

suggested that “mood and behaviour 

are strongly affected by light, with 

prolonged darkness or dull weather leading to 

lassitude and depression”. Rather than jetting 

off for the Caribbean as an annual antidote, 

bringing daylight into your home can be a more 

permanent alternative to beat the blues.  

Draught-proof modern bi-fold doors are a 

good addition but might not suit your room, 

and giving up wall-space is a compromise. 

A roof lantern can be even better – throwing 

down up to three times more daylight than 

is let in by a vertical window, and without 

compromising privacy either.

A roof lantern is a raised architectural 

skylight set into a flat roof, creating a stylish 

look as well as a brilliant ambience. Back in 

the 16th century, they were integral elements 

in orangeries to encourage plants to grow. 

Now they are popular in kitchen-diners, where 

these days many of us spend a lot of our waking 

hours. The style, construction and size can vary 

to suit contemporary and traditional properties; 

they can include self-cleaning glass, and even 

have a hinged window to allow fresh air in and 

food smells out.

The most popular style is the pyramid, but 

you can have circular, octagonal or rectangular, 

with domes the most prominent shape and 

decorative features such as finials an option. 

Small side (clerestory) windows can be 

incorporated into the structure, and frames 

can be finished in a colour to suit your décor – 

remember, you will see the lantern from inside 

and outside. Work with your builder to choose 

double or triple glazing, and minimise roof bars 

for maximum light.

Frames are often made of aluminium, but wood 

is of course a traditional high-quality alternative 

www.hehku.co.uk
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depending on budget. Elegant oak is available as a 

premium material, and some builders use sapele, a 

reddish-brown African hardwood.

Roof lanterns are required by building 

regulations to sit on an upstand: a kerb-like 

construction which ensures waterproofing and 

safety. There are other regulations relating to load-

bearing, insulation and energy efficiency, and fire 

performance too especially if close to a boundary 

with another property. You do not normally need 

planning permission unless the lantern increases 

your overall peak building height.

As always, find an experienced builder with a 

specialist architect on hand to discuss your unique 

requirements – and they will be able to throw new 

light on your project and into your home.

www.justrooflanterns.co.uk
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Old English

Tools
Bench planes, chisels, felling axes,

bill hooks, froes, draw shaves, 
side axes, early garden tools, 
blacksmith tools, pine boxes.

Cast iron log burners 
and fire grates. 

Tools old and new bought 
for cash. Workshops cleared. 

Open now at 
Faversham Standard Quay

ME13 7BS 
5-7 days a week

Call Phil on 07796 343722
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Beautiful garden landscaping products

HERNE BAY   Tel: 01227 366633
GILLINGHAM  Tel: 01634 232491

www.mitchambuildingsupplies.co.uk

Indian Sandstone, £18.95 sqm metre + VAT  Volumetric concrete (pay for what you use)
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T
he UK is currently undergoing a 

large increase in the construction of 

extensions and alterations. This is largely 

because of the dearth of new houses available 

for sale, creating a scarcity of housing in most 

price categories, driving up prices across the 

housing market in most places. In order to 

advance further up the housing ladder, families 

are currently having to contemplate spending 

£50-100k or more simply to have one additional 

bedroom and/or a slightly larger lounge or 

kitchen/dining area. The £50-100k figure is 

important because for that figure an extension 

is possible if one has the land to extend on. My 

last three extension projects as an architect have 

involved small extensions of this type - all to do 

with families deciding to stay and extend, and 

not to move for the foreseeable future.

In terms of extending existing property, if 

Flat roofed extensions, and how  

light from above is so important to them

by Peter King RIAS ARB Architect, Carden King Partnership

the desire is for additional bedrooms then 

the extension will often involve going up two 

storeys, but if additional living or kitchen/

dining space is what is desired then a single-

storey extension will often be most appropriate.

Of the single storey types flat-roofed 

extensions are gaining considerable ground 

over pitched roof types mostly due to the new-

found reliability of flat roof coverings. Single-

ply  polymer and glassfibre resin roof finishes 

are now much more reliable at keeping water 

out of flat roofed extensions than the previous 

options available – asphalt, and bituminous felt. 

I hesitate to mention lead roofing as an option, 

because it is usually too expensive for the 

normal small extension, as well as being heavy, 

entailing complex detailing and susceptible to 

theft these days.

Flat-roofed extensions are not actually flat- 

LET THERE BE LIGHT

RIGHT: The simple, quite 

small pyramidal rooflight 

shown provides light to the 

new room below but also, 

surprisingly, ventilation, 

because the glazed section 

is hinged and can be  

‘tipped’ open by about 

200mm.
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roofed. They have a slight pitch on them to allow 

rainwater to drain off, but the slight pitch is not 

easily seen and so nearly-fl at roofs are called 

that – fl at roofs. Flat roofs often offer an easier 

extension option than pitched roof single storey 

extension roofs, because they tend to engage 

the existing building in a relatively simple way 

without complex junctions and roof geometries 

to resolve, and fl at roofs tend not to block the 

views of upper storey windows. The fl at roof 

itself is not visible from below, but it may be 

visible from above, in which case a darker lead-

like colour may be more appropriate, and the 

detailing should be kept as simple as possible 

visually. It is possible to have a turfed fl at roof 

extension also – making it more acceptable 

visually from above.

One thing that a fl at-roofed single storey 

extension does absolutely require is roofl ights. 

Because the roof blocks out light that would 

otherwise reach the existing house, roofl ights are 

needed to let light in to both the existing part 

GLASSFIBRE RESIN ROOF
The detailing is kept as simple as possible, with 

the rainwater gutter incorporated into the roof 

itself in the form of a large channel around the 

outside, and timber cappings meaning that 

the glassfi bre is not seen from below at all. The 

colour of this roof is dark grey to emulate the 

colour of lead. Glassfi bre resin is used on boats 

and Ferraris, is relatively inexpensive, is durable, 

inexpensively repaired and replaced, and it does 

not have joints within itself.

This is an aerial view of an extension 

to a historic property by us. It involves 

a two-stage near-fl at roof of glassfi bre 

resin. Note the location of the 

roofl ights, which are there to give light 

back to the accommodation covered up 

by the extension in addition to lining 

up with a new ‘arrowslit’ window in the 

extension. A pitched-roof extension 

of the same footprint would have 

generated a number of awkward and 

potentially unsightly junctions.

FLATROOF EXTENSION TO A PERIOD PROPERTY
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of the house newly deprived of light, and also to 

add light and ventilation to the extension itself. 

For this task fl at roof roofl ights are required, 

and on my last three projects I have specifi ed 

contemporary units made by the Roofl ight 

Company Ltd. as shown in the visualisation above.

On this project (for a lounge extension) I have 

used two roofl ight arrays. One is a largish square 

fi xed-pane unit located over the central part of the 

lounge, and another long narrow unit  running 

along a wall. The purpose of the square unit is  

largely to let in what we call ‘sky component’ light 

– the white vertical light that is a characteristic of 

our cloudy British skies. Of course sometimes this 

roofl ight will let in direct sunlight when the sun 

shines, and this will move around the lounge like 

a giant inverse sundial - only this sundial tells the 

time with a shaft of light rather than the 

NARROW 
ROOFLIGHT
An example of what the light 

looks like from a long, narrow 

roofl ight along a wall in 

another project we completed 

recently. This particular 

roofl ight has a shallow pool 

of water on top of the glass 

so that direct sunlight causes 

endlessly varying patterns to 

play on the wall.
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shadow of a pin. The long narrow array contains 

one opening unit to allow cross ventilation, but 

the main purpose of this assembly is to allow 

direct morning sunlight to play on the internal 

brick wall below it, lightening the room and 

heating up the brickwork for some passive solar 

gain. These two types of rooflight also express 

my view that what makes a space interesting is 

variations of light quantity, rather than the flat 

and uninteresting laboratory-like light quality that 

would come of simply spreading the rooflights 

evenly over the roof of the extension.

There are many types of rooflights for flat-

roofed extensions. Some, like those shown, are 

contemporary and minimalist. However, where 

works are to or in association with a historic 

building a different type of rooflight may be 

appropriate – a pyramid or a lantern. 

Where some architectural presence is called 

for by the architectural context, a lantern type 

rooflight may be appropriate. This largish lantern 

by the Rooflight Company clearly 

responds to its historic context, 

though in a somewhat simplified 

minimalist manner.

The Rooflight Company does 

two types of flat-roofed rooflight 

in terms of what its kerb – the part 

that lands on the building – looks 

like. The pyramid and lantern units 

here has a pronounced box-like 

kerb which is designed to sit on 

a quite wide upstand in the roof. 

This emulates a typical detail 

found in rooflights to historic 

buildings. The other type of kerb is 

a minimalist straight up-and-down 

type as shown on the extensions 

by us. These are more appropriate 

to extensions where the look is desirably 

contemporary.

Whether an extension is contemporary or 

in a historic context, rooflights are essential to 

their success in bringing light and ventilation to 

both the existing building and to the extension 

itself. But in the eyes of an architect it is not just 

a matter of putting rooflights in to provide light 

and ventilation. The location, size, shape and 

detailing of rooflights are absolutely fundamental 

in determining how the space below looks and 

feels, whilst the detailing of the rooflight itself 

needs to respond to the context in which it is to be 

installed.

USEFUL CONTACTS: 
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01233 626045
cpglassandwindows.co.uk

Quality glass 
you can enjoy 
for years

Supply of: 
Windows, doors & conservatories

Shower screens/cubicles
Toughened glass splash backs

Double glazed units
Mirrors inc. antique

Balustrades/balconies
Horticultural/restoration

Supply & installation 

specialist offering a wide 

range of made-to-measure 

glass products and 

bespoke glass solutions

www.allbits.co.uk

Large showroom 
Many different styles and suppliers

Trade counter 
Friendly helpful service

Unit 60, John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable CT5 3QT

01227 281648
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Established over 30 years, the store is spread over three floors. You 
will be amazed at the choice. We also stock a wide range of beautiful 

reasonably priced accessories to make your house a home.  

Find the perfect gift for friends and family.

100/102 & 90 Sandgate High St, Sandgate, Folkestone CT20 3BY Tel: 01303 248560
www. oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk

Old English Pine
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SUPPLY & FIT OR 

SUPPLY ONLY

When it comes to your 

new kitchen or bathroom 

the planning and design is 

as important to us as it is to 

you. We are here to listen 

to your ideas and help with 

the ideal solution to ensure 

that your new room is just 

as you imagined or even 

better.

HUB OF THE HOUSE
FITTED KITCHENS & BATHROOMS | FREE PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICE 

Visit us at our showroom at 29 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent or give us a call on 01227 741592

www.hubofthehousekitchens.co.uk
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A step back 
IN TIME

velvet is one of our favourite fabrics  – whether you’re  

curling up in a velvet-upholstered armchair or layering up with a 

few soft cushions. we explore the history of this beautiful textile…

V
elvet’s opulent texture alone is enough 

to make it feel luxurious, but it’s not 

the only reason why this fabric is so 

admired. Every time we touch a piece of velvet, 

we sense the time and skill that has gone into its 

making – and appreciate the high status it has had 

for centuries. In fact, our love of velvet goes all the 

way back to ancient Egypt and China. Examples 

of silk velvet from these countries have been 

found that date from 2,000BC, made by hand 

using time-consuming methods that ensured only 

the wealthiest nobles could afford them. Via trade 

in exotic goods on the Silk Road, velvet made its 

way to medieval Europe. The first mention of the 

word, used to describe a fabric with a dense pile, 

appeared around the 14th century. 

Medieval textile artisans, notably in Venice, 

Genoa and the French city of Lyon, produced 

endless different types of velvet that were used for 

everything from religious robes to curtains and, in 

the most extravagant cases, wall coverings. Some 

of the terms once used to describe these prized 

fabrics are still current today: they include devoré 

(where acid is used to etch a pattern into the velvet 

www.neptune.com
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by removing sections of the pile, typically to create 

a pattern such as fleur de lys or damask), panne 

(a textile with a flattened, sheeny pile, almost like 

satin and resembling crushed velvet) and nacré 

(an iridescent effect – in French, it means ‘pearly’ 

– created by weaving two or more colours into the 

velvet, so that they catch the light).

This golden era of European textile art led to 

a widespread reverence for velvet. During the 

Renaissance, it was coveted almost like real gold: 

Elizabeth I was painted wearing a red velvet 

gown, as were subjects by Leonardo da Vinci and 

Raphael. Sumptuary laws – which decreed that 

only the wealthy could buy luxury goods and 

wear certain rich colours – ensured that velvet 

retained its value. Only the most expensive, jewel-

bright dyes were used to colour it, so it appeared 

more precious still. Henry VIII, always a lavish 

consumer of expensive fabrics, filled Hampton 

Court Palace with opulent velvets and silks that 

glowed by candlelight; there were even fashionable 

velvet furnishings in the King’s private bathroom.

In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution 

finally made it possible for velvet to be 

manufactured using machine methods, rather 

than laboriously made by hand. New mechanical 

looms wove two lengths of fabric at once, which 

were then cut apart to create the distinctive pile. 

Surprisingly, making velvet more accessible didn’t 

diminish its appeal: it was favoured by bohemian 

celebrities such as Oscar Wilde and actress Sarah 

Bernhardt, who was photographed for her stage 

debut wrapped in swathes of velvet.

Today, there is once again a huge trend for 

velvet in fashion and interiors; it fits perfectly with 

our renewed desire for refined materials that feel 

as good as they look. Where once velvet was only 

made of costly silk, though, it’s now as likely to 

be woven from cotton or even polyester, which 

makes it a more hard-wearing, practical choice for 

everyday living. And while it now comes in more 

understated shades than in Renaissance Venice, 

the fabric has lost none of its lustre or magic. 

Velvet is here to stay.

www.neptune.com
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Established 1988

Domestic Cleaning Services Ltd

Regular or One-off  Cleaning 
Homes and Holiday Lets

End of  Tenancy
Moving Cleans
Spring Cleans

Professional, Friendly, Reliable Service

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Tel: 01227 277033
www.supermaids.co.uk  info@supermaids.co.uk

WHITSTABLE LAVENDER
HAND MADE LOCALLY
Pure, organic, vegan, oils, waters, 
soaps, bath and beauty products
Online or in shop
Also, wedding favours & confetti

www.whitstablelavender.com
7a High Street, Whitstable CT5 1A Tel: 01227 280065  • 07772 208631
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A family-owned business with traditional values.  Specialising in the installation of
woodburning & multifuel appliances, bespoke chimney systems and outdoor cooking.

Little Crockshard Farm Shop, Crockshard Lane, Wingham, Nr Canterbury.
CT3 1NYT Tel: 01227 728130    www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk

”Today we had our multifuel burner fitted...Super guys...Great job and
fantastic service from Rob and his Dad Bill. Fitter was extremely 

meticulous and respectful of our home...worth every penny!” Valued Customer
 

Come & see us at our renovated
showroom or visit our new website!
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Whitstable Furniture
HAND-MADE IN KENT BY A MASTER CRAFTSMAN USING TIME 

HONOURED TECHNIQUES FOR A BED THAT’S BUILT FOR A LIFETIME

� Mortice and tenon, solid timber beds in single or double sizes.

�  Available in a choice of wood: pine, mahogany or oak.

�   All supplied, delivered and fitted with voile nets in a range of colours with matching  

flower tie-backs.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER CALL 01227 752153

BEAUTIFUL

HAND-MADE 

WOODEN BEDS
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97 Sandgate High Street, CT20 3BY. Tel: 07799 730994
www.fabnells.co.uk

Home of eclectic antiques and decorative collectables 
Here at Fabulous Nellies we try and source items 

that are a little diff erent and more interesting than 
the norm...we try to track down beautiful vintage 

and antique collectables that you will enjoy in 
your home for years to come.

Fabulous Nellies

Fabulous Nellies – the story
Joe and Jeanette have always worked in sales, 

from retail through to estate agency and 
stopping off  for a few years on the interiors 

and window dressing side. Over the years they 
have owned several homes and have had great 
pleasure in refurbishing the interiors and getting 
to know not only all the large retailers out there 
but also the smaller personal outlets. However, 
their personal favourite pastime has always been 
scouring the antique and salvage fairs carried 
out all over the country – and Europe. Joe and 
Jeanette have now opened their own beautiful 
shop in Sandgate, Kent and would love you to 
come down and have a chat. Th ey are both excited 
to share their searches, experience and style 

and to help you make your home individual, 
stunning and unique.

Fabulous Nellies source collectables, 
furniture, mirrors and more – in fact anything 
and everything for the eclectic home.

Joe and Jeanette both love interiors that 
show individuality and refl ect the owners’ 
personality. Jeanette says “Don’t be afraid 
of colour, or something that looks a little 
diff erent... it may be a battered old saddle in 
your sitting room, a bit of taxidermy in your 
kitchen, a statue in the bathroom, in fact 
anything and everything that you love and 
enjoy looking at will put a smile on your face 
and joy in your heart.”  

Fabulous Nellies
- advertorial - 
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INSPIRING    IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME
lifestyle

Pot, from £10,Neptune

Camilla reversible cushion, Emma Old Rose 
and Chloe Old Rose, £70, Neptune Acrylic wine glass, 

 £8, Laura Ashley

Cotswold herringbone throw, £120, Neptune

Print, £61, Neptune Mug, £5, M&S Vase, £50, John Lewis

Dog door stop, £25, Laura Ashley

Bunny egg cup, £6, 
The Contemporary Home, tch.net
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LIFESTYLE
Rome outdoor chair, 
£1,149, BoConcept

Model yacht, £152, Lenleys

Stool, £315, Neptune

Floor lamp,£485 
Lenleys

Propeller clock, £88 Lenleys

Elba table and chair set, £777, 
BoConcept

Magnolia sculpture £39, 
BoConcept

Candle holder, £61, 
BoConcept
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GRANVILLE HOUSE 
ANTIQUE CENTRE

• Vintage and antique jewellery
 • Investment porcelain

• Exclusive antique furniture
• 18th & 19th century table glass and ceramics

... and much more

BUY OR SELL IN COMFORT

Open Tue - Sat, 10am - 5pm; Sun 10.30am - 3.30pm
FREE valuations Friday & Saturday 9.30am - 12 noon

Tel: 01795 534093 www.m-g-antiques.eu

Granville House, 49 The Mall, Faversham ME13 8JW

01227 266236 07976 925224
ed.parry@me.com

www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk

Accredited Installer

Boilers  

 Central Heating  

Power Flushing

 Cookers

Bathrooms  

Showers

 Installation, Servicing & Repair

Ed Parry
Plumbing & Heating
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CGS BLINDS 
& SHUTTERS
Call in for a FREE no obligation quote 
to our newly refurbished showroom

Tel: 01227 278643
107a Tankerton Road, Whistable CT5 2AJ

www.cgsblinds.co.uk Find us on Facebook
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F
or centuries Britain lagged behind Europe 

in brick-making. Techniques came from 

Flanders, Holland and Northern Germany 

where there was no stone for building.

Some of the finest British historic brickwork 

is demonstrated in 15th-century chimney 

building, first in larger buildings but later in 

simpler vernacular buildings too. Timber and 

plaster fire hoods and smoke bays, which caught 

fire very easily, were replaced by purpose-built 

chimney breasts and stacks in brick or stone. Early 

examples were often added as external projections. 

In areas where good building stone was plentiful, 

brick was often preferred for chimneys for its 

ability to resist heat.

By the 16th century, brick was fast becoming an 

important building material. The advantages were 

obvious: bricks could be made near the site, clay 

being readily available; and as they were made in 

moulds they came in a variety of convenient sizes, 

and they were warmer than traditional stone.

Regulations to control brick sizes were 

introduced during the 18th and 19th centuries, 

but the big changes came with an improvement in 

Brick can be one of the most durable building materials.  

Not infrequently, however, poor repairs, a lack of maintenance 

and inappropriate alterations lead to trouble.                        

BRICK IN THE WALL
Another
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quality in late Georgian times, perhaps as a result 

of canal building and the need for stronger bricks 

for engineering work. 

Builders fully exploited the decorative 

possibilities and began laying bricks in patterns 

of contrasting colours, and combining them with 

other materials such as flint. 

The most common bond was English bond 

which alternated headers and stretchers. The 

Flemish bond became popular in the 18th 

century. 

Originally, bricks came in a variety of colours 

- the colour being a product of the clay used 

and the amount of air allowed into the clamp or 

kiln during firing. However when brick-making 

became mechanised at the end of the 19th 

century, the subtle variations of handmade bricks 

were lost.

Brickwork problems
Before considering the most appropriate method 

of repairing brickwork, correct diagnosis of the 

cause of failure is vital.

Problems with brickwork can be categorised as:

•  inherent defects such as inadequate firing, poor 

design or bad craftsmanship

• ageing defects such as weathering and settlement

•  maintenance defects such as open joints, plant 

growth in masonry and saturation from leaking 

gutters.

Water plays a significant part in many of the most 

common problems found in brick walls.

Movement can cause cracking in brickwork or 

cause it to bulge. This can be due to differential 

settlement and changes in the load-bearing soil, 

or the application of excessive external forces such 

as wind.
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Remedial work to historic brickwork must be 

carefully selected after expert analysis and should 

always be kept to an absolute minimum.

If it becomes necessary to replace bricks, great 

care is needed not to cause damage to existing 

undamaged bricks in the process. The choice 

of repair method will depend on how easily the 

damaged bricks can be re-used, which in turn 

depends on the bond type and the strength of 

mortar used.

Replacement bricks should match the existing 

as closely as possible. This can sometimes prove 

diffucult, as some historic bricks are often of 

irregular size and shape. Mismatched bricks can 

appear unattractive and cause problems to fit into 

existing bond. There are, however a number of 

brick specialists in the UK who produce hand-

made bricks to measure.

Mortar mixes and lime
Any re-pointing should be carried out with an 

appropriate mortar. As a general rule, any building 

pre-1850 will need a lime-based mortar. Lime 

mortar consists of lime, sand and water. The exact 

proportions of the mix, the colour and character 

of its ingredients and very thorough 

mixing are all extremely important.

Painting brickwork
Painting or rendering over facing 

brickwork may seem an attractive 

proposition due to its relative 

cheapness. However, it is actually 

likely to cause more problems in 

the long term as it tends to trap 

excessive moisture within the wall.  

Listed Building Consent will be 

required for painting or rendering 

of facing brickwork on a Listed 

Building. In some circumstances it may be 

required for repointing or replacing bricks.

Cleaning brickwork or 
removing paint/render
When considering cleaning historic brickwork, it 

is important to be gentle. Over-abrasive methods 

such as sand-blasting or high pressure water 

jets can damage the surface of the brick. The 

same applies to chemical cleaners, which are 

just too strong for old brickwork. Any chemical 

applications are best undertaken by a specialist 

conservation contractor.

Brickwork that is in good condition does 

not need painting, rendering or any other form 

of weatherproofing. However there are many 

examples of once attractive buildings hidden 

beneath layers of paint which is expensive to 

remove.

Because our comfort and security directly 

depend on these frontline defences resisting the 

perpetual onslaught of the elements, any sign of 

failure or deterioration should not be ignored. 

As with all repair and maintenance work to 

Listed Buildings, we strongly recommend seeking 

professional advice.
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Custom Made 
JOINERY

01227 752153

We offer professional joinery  
services for domestic and commercial 

clients throughout Kent.

With over 28 years’ experience,  
we use traditional methods of joinery  

to deliver top quality products at  
very competitive prices.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Box sash windows

Conservatories
Doors

Porches
Sliding bi-folding doors

Staircases
Conservation joinery
Architectural joinery

... and much more

Visit our website
www.custommade-joinery.co.uk
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G
eorgian Brickwork work closely with 

brick making companies that supply 

the specialist bricks they need for 

carrying out repairs on listed buildings. In 

2017, Tim Kemp, the Director of Pluckley Brick 

Company asked Georgian Brickwork to get 

involved in an interesting  project to repair a 

historic late 15th century pub in Little Chart. 

The Swan Inn had suffered impact damage 

from two vehicles within the space of six weeks.  

One vehicle had caused extensive damage to the 

side of the pub and left a large hole in the wall. 

The owners were very keen to repair the stone 

base and brickwork to the original specification 

which included bespoke mullion bricks around 

the windows. The contractor with overall 

responsibility for the programme of repairs was 

Brighter Homes Ltd and Georgian Brickwork 

were sub-contracted to restore the brickwork. 

The initial work involved removing the 

debris and assessing the number of damaged 

bricks. The original bricks that formed the 

window mullions are a decorative feature seen 

in many villages in mid Kent. However, they 

REPAIRING THE SWAN
following extensive damage to a 15th century pub in little chart, 

georgian brickwork were called to help with the restoration
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are not a standard brick and the replacement 

mullion bricks had to be specially created by the 

Pluckley Brick Company to match the originals 

in size, shape, colour and texture. The standard 

bricks were matched using wood fired bricks 

supplied by HG Matthews.

Once the damaged area had been cleaned 

and supported, work could begin on rebuilding 

the stone base and the brickwork around the 

window.  Where possible the original bricks 

and stones were cleaned up and re-used. Closer 

inspection of the stonework at the base of the 

building revealed that it also included stone 

galleting. This is another traditional decorative 

feature using small shards of stone that are 

inserted into the lime mortar.  The work is 

painstaking and laborious requiring careful 

attention to ensure that the overall look of the 

* GEORGIAN BRICKWORK

25 Chapel Place, Ramsgate CT11 9SB

Tel: 07732 975349

www.georgianbrickwork.co.uk 

galleting is random, whilst also creating an 

even distribution of the shards across the lime 

mortar joint.

The pub landlord kindly kept the team 

supplied with liquid refreshments –tea and 

coffee during the working day -rather than 

beer. They also managed to keep the pub open 

for business throughout the rebuild and their 

regulars noted the progress of the repairs with 

interest! The work was completed by early 

summer and a series of metal bollards were 

installed along the grass verge as a precaution 

against future accidents.

Georgian Brickwork
- case study - 
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whitstable stove shop
2 saddleton road
CT5 4JB Tel: 01227 266209
whitstablestoveshop.co.uk

log burning, multi-fuel and pellet stoves, 
camp cooking and al fresco dining.
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I
t started out as a farm building on a grand 

country estate belonging for centuries 

to a succession of baronets. While the 

mansion became a school which burnt down 

in the 1950s, the bull pen was converted into 

a bungalow; now, in its third phase of life, it’s 

SOMETHING NEW 
from something old

been transformed into an attractive two-storey 

Kentish country cottage.

Owner Jeremy Burke is delighted with his 

remodelled home at Surrenden, on the edge of 

Pluckley village, which has nostalgic associations 

for him. 

future construction kent ltd literally raised the roof of this  

beautiful kent country coTTage in surrenden. conservation news 

follow the amazing transformation 
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He says the project by Kyle Wright of Future 

Construction Kent Ltd has “kept the old charm, 

but given a modern feel”.

Mr Burke’s parents bought the property 

in 1964 as a holiday house while they lived in 

Jamaica and the three children were at boarding 

schools in Kent. When his parents passed away 

a few years ago, he came into ownership and 

returned to his childhood home.

However, he says, the building was not 

originally designed to be lived in and there was 

much work to be done to make it comfortable 

enough for permanent residence. A major part 

of this was to make it properly two storeys. Mr 

Burke’s parents had put in some stairs at one end 

of the bungalow so their two sons could sleep in 

what was one enormous first floor room. When 

Kyle Wright, of Future Construction Kent Ltd, 

came on board with the project in 2016 he found 



57Spring 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk

a way of creating three upstairs bedrooms and 

two bathrooms by building a central staircase 

instead.

“We had four attempts to find builders before 

we found Kyle,” says Mr Burke. “He came out to 

see us and we could tell right 

away that he was the right one.” 

As a property lawyer working 

with a many developers, Mr 

Burke knew what he was 

looking for. He says Kyle and 

his team had the ability to make the client feel 

they were getting something special.

Future Construction Kent Ltd raised the roof 

by 1.4m, hand-making trusses because they 

found that one end of the house was narrower 

than the other. They retained the original peg 

tiles, buying in some reclaimed extras, rebuilt 

the chimney stack and inserted new dormer 

windows.

They also refurbished the rest of the house, 

working with an architect and a structural 

engineer to find ways to 

retain oak beams and other 

original materials, while Mr 

Burke and his wife Suzanne 

spent a chilly winter in a 

caravan on-site. The exterior 

was finished with weatherboarding in the typical 

Kentish style, which matches other nearby 

properties. It’s now a characterful, warm and 

cosy home.

“It’s my favourite project,” says Kyle, whose firm 

has just been registered by the Federation of 

Future Construction has 

“kept the old charm, but 

given a modern feel”.
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Master Builders. “I prefer working with older 

properties although it is hard work. You have to 

use your brain and imagination. I have a fussy 

eye! I am always hands-on, but I have a great 

team of guys too.”

• The Surrenden estate was owned by the Dering 

family from 1480. Sir Edward Dering rebuilt the 

house and created a park in the 17th century. 

Successive baronets improved the house and 

grounds while pursuing parliamentary careers, 

but the estate was sold in 1928 and the house 

became a school called Northaw which burnt 

down in 1952.

* FUTURE CONSTRUCTION KENT LTD

Unit 12 Hedgend Industrial Estate

St Nicholas at Wade

Birchington CT7 0NB

Info@futureconstructionkent.com

Tel: 01843 823905 

www.future-construction.com
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For estimate requests, please contact:
info@futureconstructionkent.com  Tel: 01843 823905  •  Mobile: 07873 785886

We are specialists in carpentry and joinery.

www.future-construction.com

Future Construction
YOUR PROJECT - 
                 OUR SOLUTIONS

Call Andy Ballman
01227 741094 or 

0800 1182268

•
• 
• • 

• 
• 

www.kentroof.com

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

E: kentroofer@gmail.com
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T
he Pluckley Brick Company produces 

handmade wood-fired bricks from Weald 

clay, dug from the site of the former 

Pluckley Brickwork; these bricks are a specialist 

vernacular product ideal for both conservation 

and new build across the Weald from Kent to East 

Sussex, West Sussex and South Surrey.

Tim Kemp, Director told us “I have studied 

vernacular buildings for over 30 years and 

worked for ten years as an architectural designer 

at international level. What I have witnessed in 

that time is the growing conflict between the very 

positive intentions of individuals to conserve our 

brick heritage against an increasingly depleted 

supply of authentic local bricks with which to 

work.”

clamps 

Clamps have been in use since 4,000 BC and are 

temporary kilns formed typically by a 10 feet 

high stack of green (unfired) bricks, set 

The Pluckley Brick Company, is committed to reviving the  

authentic processes of manufacture for both brick and tile.

Heritage, hand-made 
BRICKS
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finger width apart, with a series of lateral fire 

tunnels running along the base (1 tunnel feeds 

approximately 3,000 bricks and large clamps 

may burn 100,000 or more bricks at a time) and 

scoved (plastered) with a clay and sand mixture 

to keep the heat in.

The firing inefficiencies of this ‘up-draft’ 

process determine that each brick is authentic 

and has a unique size, shape, colour and texture; 

the signature characteristics of these bricks are 

seen across the south of England in vernacular 

brickwork from the 15th to the mid-19th 

century, when coal became the predominant fuel.

If you live in an old house with a pond 

adjacent to it, then it is very likely that the bricks, 

tiles and floor pamments (pavers or paviours) 

were all dug and fired on site in such a clamp.

HAND-MADE

A clot of sanded clay is thrown into a wooden 

mould, the excess being removed by a wooden 

strike; it is this throwing action which 

compresses folds of sand into the brick which 

appear as veins in its surface after firing. The wet 

bricks are turned out onto a board for drying on 

stillages; between April and October the bricks 

are dried in the open air and, in the cold months, 

in heated drying sheds. These ‘green’ bricks are 

then stacked meticulously in the kiln, by hand, 

before the kiln end is sealed over and the fires lit. 

The fires are stoked constantly for 72 hours, day 

and night.

COLOUR AND TEXTURE

The colour gradient varies from salmon for 

under-burnt bricks, through orangey red to deep 

red, then brown. In addition, the smoke from the 

fires leaves its own grey blue signature and, at the 

highest temperatures, around the fire tunnels, 

this smoke residue fuses with the sand to vitrify 

and glaze the brick surface.

The alternate stacking of bricks lengthways 

and widthways (or by stepping to form the fire 

tunnels), finger-width apart, layer by layer, allows 

the smoke and heat to permeate the kiln; each 

layer bears a permanent heat and smoke shadow 

from the layer below. 

The resultant infinite colour and texture 

variation is what makes vernacular brickwork 

so beautiful, whether laid randomly in an 

agricultural building or sorted, graded and 

ordered into the classic diaper patterns or 

Flemish or English bonds, associated with 

the finest of English domestic vernacular 

architecture, where the vitrified headers are laid 

in contrast with the red terracotta stretchers.

The surface is indented with thin veins typical of 

a hand thrown brick.
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local CLAY

Weald Clay is a Lower Cretaceous sedimentary 

rock underlying areas of South East England 

and is part of the Wealden Supergroup of 

rocks. The Weald Clay formation extends from 

Kent, through East Sussex and West Sussex 

and into the South-East corner of Surrey. The 

clay is named after the Weald, a massive area 

of ancient forest which once extended from 

Kent, across Surrey and Sussex to Hampshire. 

The unweathered clay appears red, blue or grey, 

turning yellow to orange when weathered. The 

clay is iron-rich and fires to red in its ceramic 

form.

SPECIALS AND BRICK  

MATCHING SERVICE

The Pluckley Brick Company will produce any 

brick shape or type to order including decorative 

chimney stacks, corbling, rubbed gauged arches 

(either as a composite lintel or traditional set). 

They work from an Architect’s or Surveyor’s 

drawings but, in the context of conservation, will 

always prefer to visit the site before accepting a 

commission.

The company can match bricks from the 

Tudor period onwards and will take particular 

care to match the size, regularity, colour and 

texture of the originals. This may include grass 

or hay impressions made when the bricks were 

laid out in the field or yard in the first stage of 

drying or skintling marks left when the same 

bricks were stacked in low walls in hacksteads 

and covered for the second drying stage by straw 

or wooden boards. The same attention will be 

applied to the arrises, which may have become 

rounded in the process of handling during the 

drying stages, and so on.

THE PLUCKLEY BRICK COMPANY LTD

Charity Farm House, Headcorn Road, 

Frittenden TN17 2EJ

01580 852558  

pluckleybrick.co.uk

Finchden Manor, Tenterden
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• Drainage
• Bases
• Hardstanding
• Complete builds
• Extensions
• Plans drawn
• Drives
• Patios
• Paths

Plans drawn and submitted  
to Council for approval.

Office: 01227 277214
Mobile: 07894 542524

Groundworks & Building
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So you think all window companies are the 
same... think again!

Tel: 01634 261757
6 Orchard Street, Rainham,  

Gillingham ME8 9AA
email: orchardwindows@outlook.com

Residence 9 is the perfect replacement window system for 
traditional properties and homes within conservation areas  
requiring new windows due to its period styling. 

www.orchardwindowskent.com

 Insurance for all types 
of homes including:
•  High Value Homes

•  Property Undergoing Renovations

•  Non-Standard Construction

•  Listed Buildings

GSI Insurance Services (Southern) Ltd
118 John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 3QY

Tel: 01227 772 775

Save on your home insurance

Your local broker has it covered
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Employed Skilled Workforce | Renovations & Extensions 
Conversions & Alterations | Design & Build   

T: 01233 770077

Smarden Business Estate, TN27 8QL

A.T. Palmer Ltd
RESTORATION SPECIALISTS EST.1949 atpalmer.co.uk
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A.T. Palmer Building and Restoration specialists 

have over 70 years’ experience and three 

generations in the renovation and alteration of 

period and listed buildings.

They directly employ bricklayers who have 

many years’ service also mentoring their 

apprentices in the trade to use traditional 

methods and materials. They are constantly 

striving to sympathetically enhance, alter and 

repair their clients much loved homes.

A T Palmer Ltd ranks amongst Kent’s most 

respected historic building, conservation 

and restoration specialist contractors. They 

A.T. Palmer
Unit G, Smarden Business Estate, 
Smarden TN27 8QL
Tel: 01233 770077  
www.atpalmer.co.uk

understand that renovating historic buildings 

is a sensitive process requiring experience and 

expertise. They have the skills and ability to 

combine the latest construction technologies 

and sustainable building methods with 

traditional craftsmanship, whilst remaining 

sympathetic to the historic fabric of the 

property. 

BUILDING ON TRADITION
Whatever the size or scale of the project you can expect the 

highest quality workmanship from A.T. Palmer
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AT  Palmer
- spotlight - 
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7 Eaves Court, Bonham Drive, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3RY

MILES 
SKIP HIRE

� Mini � Midi �  Maxi
� Builders bags
� Domestic & commercial
� Permits arranged
�  Smaller lorry for easy 

access

ALL AREAS COVERED
� Sandwich � Deal � Dover 
� Thanet � Canterbury 
� Faversham � Whitstable

Tel: 01227 362080

07860 860088
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BJ CESSPOOL SERVICES LTD

Tel 07796 282864 or 01233 624017
www.bjcesspool.co.uk

If you want someone who is reliable, 
careful and efficient to empty your 
cesspool, septic tank or treatment 
plant please call Barry or Fiona Spicer.

 Emergency blockages

 Septic tank clearance

 Cesspool maintenance

 Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, 
rental properties, caravan parks, 
hotels and in fact any property that is 
not on main drains.

A jetting service can also be provided.

WHITSTABLE DECOR
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Internal and external • Tiling and plastering specialist.
Bathrooms and Kitchens • 30 years experience

www.whitstabledecor.co.uk

Tel: 01227 687562 or 07948 464723
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A huge part of the appeal of buying an 
old home is undoubtedly the original 
features. Mouldings have been used 

for centuries as a device to add interest to 

interiors – accentuating the light against the 

depth of subtle shadows cast onto an often vast 

expanse of surface. On top of their aesthetic 

uses, some mouldings (such as skirting and 

dado rails) were also used to protect the walls 

from furniture damage.

A guide to 
PLASTER MOULDINGS

Original mouldings are a desirable asset to any period home, But if 

you are trying to add new mouldings, or restore ones which may 

have been lost in past renovations, you need to know what types 

of moulding may have originally been found in your home.

A potted history

Mouldings add depth and character to walls, 
but also served a functional role covering 
unsightly joints – cornicing, for example, hid 
the juncture between the walls and ceiling, 
while skirting not only covered that between 
the walls and floor but helped protect plaster 
walls from impact.

The period in which your home was built will 
likely give you clues to the material used, 
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and perhaps the profile and style of enrichment 
(decorative detailing such as ‘egg and dart’) 
if any. Wood was originally used, but plaster 
became the a popular choice for the Georgians. 
Plaster cornicing was run in-situ, applied to 
walls whilst wet, with templates (running 
moulds) run across to create the desired profile.
(Papier mâché was sometimes used, too.) 
Enrichments could be individually cast and 
applied (painstaking stuff) and the ‘public’ 
rooms usually featured a house’s more ornate 
work.

damage and repair

Mouldings are easily damaged by everyday wear 
and tear and are often a casualty of renovation 
work.

What to look for: 
• Missing sections 
• Loose items
• Damp, rot and infestation
• Chips, splits and other damage
• Heavy paint layers

date your mouldings

Georgian

Georgian mouldings can vary 

considerably. One of the main features 

of cornices of this period is that they 

projected down the wall and across the 

ceiling at equal distances. Deep wall 

friezes were also popular.

Ceilings often featured ribbons and 

swags, Classical figures and urns. Other 

decorative devices included dentils and 

egg and dart patterns. 

Victorian

From the 1850s ‘fibrous plaster’ allowed 

for large complex cornices to be cast in 

one piece prior to fitting. Cornices were 

very ornate, featuring flowers, fruit and 

vines. Ceiling roses were at their height 

during this period.

Post-WWI

World War I marked the end of 

decorative plasterwork in most homes, 

paving the way for starker, simpler lines, 

often with a simple cornice and perhaps 

a matching centrepiece.

Art Deco

Bold, chunky designs are typical of this 

era – and decorative mouldings are 

no exception. Strong, stepped designs 

feature heavily in both skirting boards 

and cornicing, whilst sweeping yet solid 

curves were also popular. The materials 

may also reflect trends of the time, with 

polished black and white finishes being 

much sought after.
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Wherever possible, original mouldings should 
be retained and repaired. Care needs to be 
taken so as not to dislodge sections and fragile 
detailing should be supported and protected 
during building work.

With major repairs it’s a good idea to call 
in a cornice and/or plaster specialist. The cost 
and time involved in getting a professional in 
depends on the complexity and the material 
used. 

A blank canvas?

If interior mouldings have been ripped out it 
can be difficult to know where to start. The best 
place to begin is looking in neighbours’ homes. 
Alternatively you could take inspiration from 
similar homes, research local era styles, and 
source your own cornicing. There’s a wealth 
of off-the-shelf options available and many 
companies will categorise their products into 
eras to help with specification. 

do your research

Not all rooms in a house had mouldings, so 
adding inappropriate ceiling roses and cornices 
can ruin the authenticity of your home. A bit 
of detective work can often reveal evidence of 
where moulding have been. When wallpaper is 
stripped, parallel lines of paint on the plaster nad 
patched nail holes may the show the position of a 
long lost dado or picture rail.

useful contacts

• Kent Mouldings (kentmouldingsco.uk) 
A full ‘match to existing’ restoration and repairs 
service carried out by expert craftsmen.
• Cornice Direct (cornice-direct.co.uk). 
Specialists in Victorian, Edwardian and heritage 
buildings and listed and buildings.
• Brooking National Collection 
(thebrookingcollection.org). A good resource 
with examples of a wide range of mouldings.
• Victorian Society (victoriansociety.org.uk)
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Repairs and maintenance

Kent Peg Tiling & Listed 
Building Specialists
High quality work by experienced 
multi award winning craftsmen .

Lead and chimney work

Listed and period properties

Slating & mathematical tiling

Conservation and renovation specialists

For free Quotations & Advice call 01797 270268
           or visit www.kentpegs.com
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OAST COWL CONSTRUCTION

Dude and Arnette are the UK’s market leader for oast cowl 
manufacturing, restoration and repairs. We have been the go-to 
family business for oast house owners for over seven decades.

TEL: 01622 725898 or 07973 332790
www.dudeandarnette.co.uk DUDE & ARNETTE

RESTORATION & REPAIRS

SJ MILWARD
Plastering Contractor

(Established since 1976)

Tel: 01227 281242 
or 07721 054949

sjmilward@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
 Traditional and modern methods
 Listed Buildings & period properties
 Lime & hair work
 Restoration & conservation
 Interior and exterior
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kentish
food   •  drink  •   produce

Local & loving it
Our county is packed full of fine food and drink.  
From furrow to orchard, from marsh to shore -  

Kent is crammed with foodie delights.   

Fabulous locally produced food includes just-caught fish; superb 
oysters; tender Romney Marsh lamb; sweet soft fruit and tangy apples. 

Wash it down with locally-made, world-class wine; a crisp cider  
or a traditionally brewed beer. 

All this makes Kent an outstanding place to eat out.  
From contemporary Michelin-starred restaurants to characterful 

eateries graced by log fires or stunning sea views. Kent offers 
everything from fine dining and gourmet Asian cuisine, to great grub 

in rural pubs.

Kent is also renowned for its orchards abundant with apples, pears and 
cherries. Fertile soil, a favourable climate and centuries-old expertise  

create prime growing conditions.   
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75 High Street, Bridge, nr Canterbury CT4 5LB
Tel 01227 832213 Email: rene@redlionbridge.co.uk www.redlionbridge.co.uk

GOOD FRIDAY 30TH MARCH
Th e Beatles Tribute Act, 9pm

FRIDAY 25TH MAY 
Live music
Karaoke (fi rst Sat every month)

17th century village pub, near the Pilgrims Way, set in 
rolling downland countryside. An inglenook log fi re gives a 

warm welcome in winter. Good quality, locally sourced food 
served. No children under 14 allowed in bar or restaurant. 

No vegetarian options avaialable.

Open Wednesday - Saturday, 7pm - 11pm 
Sunday lunch 12-2pm.  Reservation required.

Th e Street, Wormshill, Sittingbourne ME9 0TU 
Tel: 01622 884386

N 

Ar ms

o   p

Ar ms
Blacksmith’sBlacksmith’s

THE OLD NEPTUNE
A truly pleasurable experience

LIVE MUSIC 
SATURDAY 9PM,  SUNDAY 6PM

FOOD SERVED DAILY FROM 12 - 4PM 
WEEK DAYS, 5PM - 8.30PM

Marine Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1EJ
01227 272262 • www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk

Th eoldneptune
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185 FAVERSHAM ROAD, WHITSTABLE CT5 4BJ • TEL: 01227 272705

WWW.THEOYSTERPEARLRESTAURANT.COM

BRUNCH MENU AVAILABLE FROM 10AM THURSDAY – SUNDAY (INCLUDING BANK HOLS)

THE

OYSTER
PEARL

NEW 
ALL DAY 
BRUNCH 

MENU
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BRINGING AUTHENTIC TURKISH CUISINE 
TO CANTERBURY AND HERNE BAY

At A La Turka we serve dishes originating from Gazientep, a city and 
settlement in Turkey’s south eastern region. Being on the Silk Route, the 

region has a huge diversity and fusion of cultures, and its’ cuisines being from 
all over the world, give the region the name ‘Food Paradise’.

At A La Turka we are proud to be the only restaurant 
in Kent representing this region’s authentic cuisine.

 61 Central Parade 110-111 Northgate 15 St. Dunstan’s Street
 Herne Bay CT6 5JG Canterbury CT1 BH Canterbury CT2 8AF
 01227 37 37 07 01227 63 68 39 01227 63 91 02

www.ala-turka.co.uk
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CHESTFIELD BARN

A warm welcome awaits you at the Chestfi eld Barn, an historic 14th Century bar and 
restaurant in the heart of  Kent. Th e Barn off ers everything from classic to gourmet food, 
with an envied selection of drinks & fi ne wines. Warm and friendly atmosphere. Food all 

freshly cooked and locally sourced.

101 Chestfi eld Road, Chestfi eld, Whitstable CT5 3LU
Tel: 01227 793086 | www.thechestfi eldbarn.co.uk | email:info@thechestfi eldbarn.co.uk

s t

  

OPENING TIMES
Lunch: Tue - Sun 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings: Tue - Mon 6pm - 9.30pm

41 Harbour Street, Whitstable CT5 1AH Tel: 01227 265337
www.birdieswhitstable.com

Birdies is one of Whitstable’s oldest family run restaurants, serving brilliant 

�
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y    EATING         OUT 

THE DOVE  
AT DARGATE  

A
bout half-way between Faversham 

and Whitstable, this single-gabled 

18th-century village inn stands amid 

wooded hills and fruit orchards – this is the 

Garden of England, after all. Inside, as far as 

decor goes, The Dove is a typical village pub, 

photos of the building in days gone by and 

an assortment of characterful furniture. The 

matchboarded, wooden-floored interior is 

warmed by a log-burner, creating agreeably 

comfortable surroundings in which to enjoy 

a Shepherd Neame ale and some hearty food. 

Team up and order a sharing ‘Polski platter’ 

which features a selection of Polish hams, 

ham hock terrine, home-made Scotch egg 

and pickles. Mains include hand-made pizzas 

cooked in an authentic wood-fired oven, sea 

bass with pea puree and samphire; and gnocchi 

with pesto sauce, glazed goat’s cheese, semi-

dried tomatoes and rocket salad. 

Dee, the owner and cook prides herself on 

producing a tempting array of unpretentious 

home-cooked food with locally sourced 

ingredients. The menu had wooed us with 

the prospect of a ‘proper pie’, and what was 

delivered was indeed a splendid piece of 

nostalgia-inducing home baking: crisp golden 

pastry atop a dark, succulent filling of generous 

chunks of meat and a deep, nourishing gravy. 

The folk in The Dove’s kitchen know exactly 

what they’re doing, because this was the finest 

steak pie I’ve had for ages.

Also a hit was the luscious sticky toffee 

pudding that followed. Normally a meal of pie 

and chips would leave me struggling to even 

look at a pudding, but this one was so light and 

softly delicious it would have been easy to eat it 

twice over!

In the warmer months The Dove offers an al 

fresco daily menu, with all food cooked to order 

using locally sourced ingredients including 

herbs and eggs and from their own garden and 

the chickens which roam outside. 

With a relaxed, informal atmosphere, and 

a kitchen that clearly aims of producing 

cleverly cooked, satisfying platefuls rather than 

indulging in wild experiments, it’s no wonder 

The Dove has built up an appreciative clientele. 

with the promise of simple but tasty home-

cooked food, we headed to the dove at 

dargate for a spot of lunch.

* THE DOVE

Plumpudding Lane, Dargate,  

ME13 9HB. Tel: 01227 751360 

www.thedovedargate.co.uk
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BLEAN TAVERN
o  BRITISH AND PAN-ASIAN CUISINE p

4 Blean Hill, Canterbury CT2 9EF www.bleantavern.com

01227 455516 | bleantavern@hotmail.com

The bar and restaurant can cater for up to 60 guests providing 

a great choice of British and Pan-Asian cuisine. Our garden 

can accommodate up to 300 guests and our marquee is 

available for weddings, events and afternoon tea parties.

Bookings taken for parties or any special events.

22ND APRIL: FIRST CLASSIC CAR MEET-UP

FINALIST FOR KENT’S FAMILY DINING AWARD 2017
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KENT’S BEST KEPT SECRET

Sunday Lunch at the Farm
Frasers is delighted to announce the 

launch of our Sunday Roast Family 

Farm Style. Offering a delicious 

selection of heart warming starters for 

the table to share, pre order a delicious 

locally-sourced joint of meat and 

dessert for the table to share.

Dining at the Farm
Come and experience our now 

renowned 2 AA Rosette award-

winning restaurant. Whether you seek 

a cosy lunch or a relaxing evening 

meal, Frasers is the perfect place to 

while away a few hours. 

For all our seasonal menus please visit 

www.frasersegerton.co.uk 

Bespoke Private Functions
Looking for a unique venue to 

celebrate that special Birthday, 

Anniversary or Corporate event? We 

have a long established reputation for 

providing exquisite private dining for 

20-40 guests in our traditional Kentish 

Oak Barn. We offer bespoke menus 

from £35.00 per person.

www.frasersegerton.co.uk

info@frasersegerton.co.uk

Coldharbour Farm, Barham’s Mill Rd, Egerton, Kent TN27 9DD  • Tel: 01233 756122
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SERVES 
FOUR
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 The Mediterranean table

METHOD
Begin by scalding the tomatoes. Pour boiling water over the 

ripe tomatoes in a heatproof bowl.

Set aside for one minute, then drain and carefully peel off the 

skin using a sharp knife. Slice in half and set aside.

Heat the oil in a small, heavy-bottomed frying pan set over a 

low heat. Add the garlic and fry, stirring often, for one minute 

until fragrant. Add the anchovy fi llets and continue to fry, stir-

ring continuously, until they melt into the oil. Add the tomato 

halves and cook, stirring now and then, until the tomatoes have 

softened to form a sauce. Season with pepper and keep warm 

until ready to serve.

Preheat a ridged stovetop grill pan over a medium heat. Season 

the lamb steaks with salt and pepper and brush with oil. Cook 

the lamb steaks in the hot pan as desired.

Serve the grilled steaks with the warm cherry tomato and 

anchovy sauce.

YOU WILL NEED
250g cherry tomatoes

1 tablespoon olive oil, plus 

extra for brushing

1 large garlic clove, peeled 

and sliced

4 anchovy fi llets in oil, 

chopped

4 lamb steaks

Salt and freshly ground 

black pepper

LAMB STEAK WITH CHERRY TOMATO 
AND ANCHOVY SAUCE

This tangy sauce, fl avoured with savoury anchovies and garlic, is an 

excellent partner for griddled lamb. Serve with new potatoes and green 

beans for a simple but satisfying meal.



86  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Spring 2018

METHOD
Preheat the oven to 180°C, gas mark 4. In a mixing bowl, cream 

together the butter and sugar until well mixed. Add the orange 

zest and juice, then the eggs one at a time, followed by the creme 

fraiche and mix well. Add the fl our, baking powder, semolina 

and salt and fold in. Transfer to the cake pan and bake in the 

preheated oven for one hour until golden brown.

While the cake is baking, prepare the orange syrup. Place the 

orange juice and sugar in a small saucepan and gently heat, 

stirring, until the sugar has dissolved.

Turn off the heat and wait until the pan has cooled, then mix in 

the orange fl ower water.

Test whether or not the cake is ready by piercing with a fi ne 

skewer; if it comes out clean, the cake is cooked, if not, bake it for 

a few minutes longer.

Remove the cake from the oven and place it on a rimmed baking 

sheet. While warm, pierce the top of the cake all over with a 

skewer. Pour over the orange syrup, then cover the cake and set it 

aside to cool and soak up the syrup, a few hours or overnight.

YOU WILL NEED
For the cake

150g butter

175g caster sugar

Grated zest and freshly 

squeezed juice of half an 

orange

2 eggs

100ml creme fraiche

125g plain fl our

1 teaspoon baking powder

125g semolina

A pinch of salt

For the orange syrup

Juice of 1 large orange

150g caster sugar

1 teaspoon orange fl ower 

water

Creme fraiche to serve

ORANGE SYRUP SEMOLINA 
CAKE WITH CREME FRAICHE

Recipes and photos from 
The Mediterranean Table published by 
Ryland, Peters & Small (RRP £19.99).

This soft, moist, buttery cake contrasts nicely with the creme fraiche and makes an 

excellent dessert, with a small espresso coffee on the side.
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SERVES 
EIGHT
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OUR NEW BISTRO IS NOW OPEN
Serving breakfast until 11.30am

Hot food served until 4pm (3pm on Sundays)
Full breakfast and Sunday roast available

Coppers Bistro

Preston Garden Centre
The Street, Preston

Nr Wingham
Canterbury CT3 1ED

www.prestongardencentre.co.uk

Blean Tavern 
AFTERNOON TEA

Classic or traditional
From just £10 per person (min 4)

BOOK NOW
Tel: 01227 455516

www.bleantavern.com

Good Food, Real Service

Th e Royal Oak is set in the picturesque village of Blean in Kent, 
surrounded by open fi elds and uninterrupted views.

We serve delicious homemade food, sourcing local ingredients 
wherever possible to serve you the fi nest, freshest produce available.

140 Blean Common, 
Canterbury  CT2 9JJ 

Reservations: 01227 760149
www.royaloakblean.com
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LOWER HARDRES 
FARM SHOP
�  In-house butchery selling chickens, local game, 

pork, beef and lamb.

� Dried fruits, nuts, seasoning and spices.

� Home-reared spring lamb

�  Fruit, vegetables and salad, sourced as locally 
as possible.

� Cheese and deli products

� 

� Seasoned logs, coal and kindling

� Skinners dog food

� Local wines and ciders

www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk   Tel: 01227 700947 email: info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
Lower Hardres Farm, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 5NU

A P
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MARCH

THURSDAY 1ST, 8TH, 15TH, 
22ND & 29TH
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 2ND, 9TH &16TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 3RD
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye

SUNDAY 4TH
Ashford; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Westerham 

TUESDAY 6TH, 13TH, 20TH 
& 27TH
Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY 7TH
Lamberhurst

SATURDAY 10TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 
Offham; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall); 
Whitstable

SUNDAY 11TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Marden; Tonbridge 

SATURDAY 17TH
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 18TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

FRIDAY 23RD
Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 24TH
Bearsted; Bridge; Cranbookl 
Hythe; Sevenoaks; Tunbridge 
Wells (Town Hall); Whitstable

SUNDAY 25TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville; 
Dover; West Malling

APRIL
SUNDAY 1ST
Ashford; Bishops Park; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

TUESDAY 3RD, 10TH, 17TH 
& 24TH
Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY 4TH
Lamberhurst

THURSDAY 5TH, 12TH, 
19TH & 26TH
Charing, Rolvenden, 
Shipbourne, Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 6TH, 13TH, 20TH 
& 27TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 7TH
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 

Kent Kent 
Farmers’ MarketsFarmers’ Markets
! !

90  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Spring 2018



91Spring 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk

Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

SUNDAY 8TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Marden; Tonbridge

SATURDAY 14TH
Bridge, Headcorn, Hythe, 
Offham, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge 
Wells(Town Hall)

SUNDAY 15TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

SATURDAY 21ST
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 22ND
Bishops Park; Dover; West 
Malling

SATURDAY 28TH
Bearsted; Bridge; Cranbrook; 
Hythe; Knockholt; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall)’ 
Whitstable

SUNDAY 29TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville

FRIDAY 28TH
Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 29TH
Sevenoaks

SUNDAY 30TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville

MAY
TUESDAY 1ST, 8TH, 15TH, 
22ND & 29TH
Capel-Le-Ferne; Hildenborough

THURSDAY 3RD, 10TH, 
17TH, 24TH & 31ST
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 4TH & 18TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 5TH
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye

SUNDAY 6TH
Ashford; Bishops Park; East 
Farleigh; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles) 

FRIDAY 11TH 
Egerton; Sissinghurst

SATURDAY 12TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 

Offham; Sevenoaks; Tunbridge 
Wells (Town Hall); Whitstable

SUNDAY 13TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Marden; Tonbridge

SATURDAY 19TH
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding

SUNDAY 20TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

FRIDAY 25TH
Egerton; Maidstone; 
Sissinghurst

SATURDAY 26TH
Bearsted; Bridge; Cranbrook; 
Hythe; Knockholt; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall)
Whitstable

SUNDAY 27TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville; 
Dover; West Malling

For more information and 

addresses visit 
www.kfma.org.uk.
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Falanghina 2016, Terredora 

Mainly grown in the Campania region of Southern Italy – 

it’s one of Italy’s great unsung grape varieties. Mostly grown 

on the coast which creates a refreshing citrusy fl avour, it 

has faint notes of apple and quince with just a touch of 

nuttiness. Of course, in Capri, it’s a wine to be sipped along 

with a classic Caprese salad of mozzarella, tomatoes and 

basil. But actually, it’s very versatile and will go with a wide 

range of foods such as roasted vegetables, seafood and 

poultry. This one came from Majestic at a modest £9.99.

Pietrariccia Fiano 2016 Surani Fiano 

Again mainly grown in Campania with a fl avour 

reminiscent of pine nuts and shows its best in the densely 

wooded hills of Avellino where the vineyards reach 

altitudes of 1800ft and higher. This has the effect of 

slowing down the ripening of the grape and maintaining 

that lovely fresh acidity. 

This is an excellent 

version with a mixture 

of citrus and tropical 

fruit with fl oral hints, 

round and full bodied 

on the palate and great 

accompaniment to anchovies or a 

light salad. Fiano di Avellino is less 

full bodied, but is very aromatic with 

aromas of white peach, grapefruit, 

sage and mint and is available from 

Waitrose – around £13 a bottle.

Unusual 
Italian Wines

I’ve been out and about this week at wine tastings and restaurants 

in Kent and tasted some delicious Italian wines – especially some 

unusual white wines that some of you may not have heard of…  
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Traminer DOC 2015 

Fruili Brandolini 

Very closely related to the 

delicious, spicy Gewurztraminer, 

Traminer is in fact the 

forerunner and originated in 

the South Tyrol, or the Alto 

Adige area of North East Italy. 

I had this the other day in an 

Italian restaurant as it’s quite 

unusual to see this version and I 

wasn’t disappointed. Crisp and 

aromatic, its very similar to Gewurztraminer as 

its smooth and velvety with aromas of lychees, 

peach and hints of citrus and wild herbs. Not as 

rich and full bodied as the Alsatian Gewurz, but 

every bit as delicious. I had this with chicken 

with a lovely tomato and cheese sauce and the 

typical Italian fl avours complemented this wine 

perfectly and the slightly crisper version was a 

better partner for this rich meal. Traminer is 

not so widely available but Enotria specialise in 

Italian wine and offer an online service. Follow 

them on twitter @EnotriaCoe if you love Italian 

wine and want something a little different.

Manfredi Cantine 

Nebbiolo d’Alba DOC, 

Piedmont, 2015 

Nebbiolo the great grape of 

Barolo, also makes full bodied less 

expensive wine in the Piedmont 

area of Northern Italy and really 

captures the character of the 

Barolo grape. Typically, an orangey, 

rusty colour, it has aromas of rose 

and violets giving way to robust 

fl avours of cherries and fi rm 

tannins. This wine would pair well with ribeye 

steak, beef tenderloin, roasted vegetables, wild 

mushrooms, truffl es and a number of cheeses 

such as Manchego, Feta and Parmigiano 

Reggiano. Wine Society £9.50.

If you would like to learn more about wine or 

try some of the above, I’d be very happy to talk 

to you further. Please contact me through my 

website www.discoverthevine.co.uk

Italian Wines
- rowena hawtin -
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Selling or Letting Your Property?

Independent Estate & Letting Agents with Offices in Kent and 
London Providing Bespoke Marketing for Rural & Village Homes.
Call us for Confidential Advice on 01233 713127

www.saddlersresidential.co.uk

Online, In Person, Your Complete Service
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STONEROCK FARM, STURRY

S
tonerock Farm is a fine and particularly 

attractive 4 bedroom period farmhouse, 

Grade II listed, as being of Special 

Architectural or Historic Interest. It comprises 

a timber framed three storey farmhouse, with a 

modern, purpose built indoor swimming pool/

games room, skillfully linked by an oak and glass 

walkway. The property sits in nearly 1.5 acres and 

has ample garaging, a self-contained annexe and 

a lovely pond with magnificent willow tree, brick 

built barbecue area and garaging.

The farmhouse is a beautiful looking period 

property, with accommodation arranged over 

three floors and incorporating many fine period 

features, including fireplaces and exposed timbers. 

It is presented in excellent decorative order 

and whilst retaining its period charm, enjoys 

stylish and contemporary fittings throughout 

the house. Off the hall, a triple aspect drawing 

room is centred around a feature fireplace with 

wood burner. The adjacent dining room also has 

a super fireplace with Bressummer beam and 

wood burner, whilst the study is a cozy, double 

aspect room. The kitchen/breakfast room is 

modern and eyecatching, with full height glazed 

windows overlooking the garden and pond 

and a shaped polished wood worktop, carefully 

positioned to provide a lovely view out to the 

garden. Completing the ground floor, there is a 

utility room and wet room/cloakroom, together 

with a doorway to the oak and glazed link to the 

swimming pool complex.

On the first floor, the principal bedroom 

features fine timbers and a raised plinth housing 

a free standing copper bath. There is a good 

sized second bedroom and a family bathroom 

completing this floor. On the second floor, there 

are two double bedrooms, both with timbers and 

excellent head height and with beautiful views 

across the garden and surrounding countryside.

The swimming pool complex was built in 

recent years and is skillfully linked to the main 
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PROPERTY DETAILS

Address: Sturry, Kent 
Price: £1,500,000

For more information contact: 
Humberts

71 Castle Street, Canterbury CT1 2QD
Tel: 01227 602244

www.humberts.com

accommodation by a glazed and oak 

hallway. The complex is a really super area, 

offering exceptional facilities and comprises 

an indoor heated swimming pool, built to the 

highest specifi cation, with shower facilities and 

cloakroom, together with a glazed room for gym 

equipment and a staircase leading to the fi rst fl oor 

snooker room, with balustrade overlooking the 

pool and out towards the garden.

The property is approached off the lane by an 

electronic automatic gate leading to the gravel 

drive and to the garaging/annexe and front of 

the property. Expansive lawns fl ank the driveway, 

with a central pond and magnifi cent willow tree 

forming the centre piece. The remainder of the 

garden is laid to lawn with evergreen screening 

adjoining farmland. The garage block comprises a 

single and double garage area with adjacent open 

stores and an adjoining self-contained annexe. 

This comprises a sitting room/kitchenette, double 

bedroom and ensuite shower room. This annexe 

has been newly redecorated and is presented in 

good order. In all nearly 1.5 acres.

The property is situated on the outskirts of the 

village of Sturry, which has a range of local shops 

and a mainline railway station connecting to 

Canterbury, London and the coast. 
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Get the best price for your property 
with our 5 Star service.
Book a free consultation now by calling the local experts  
in the Whitstable branch on 01227 770 717.

Reeds Rains consistently get 5 Stars for service.

allAgents.co.uk

Reeds Rains is a trading name of Reeds Rains Limited whose registered number is 02568254 and registered office is 2nd Floor, Gateway 2, Holgate Park Drive, York, YO26 4GB. 
We are members of the Property Ombudsman (TPO) and the Association of Residential Lettings Agents, there to protect your interests. We abide by the TPO code of conduct 
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STONE HILL OAST, EGERTON

A 
unique Grade II Listed oast house in 

a private 0.88 acre plot, situated in 

a wonderful elevated position with 

superb views overlooking Pleasant Valley and the 

Kent countryside beyond.

The property has been much improved during 

the current vendor’s tenure and offers spacious 

and fl exible accommodation to suit individual 

needs.

From the entrance hall, you access the study, 

then the ground fl oor sitting room with fl oor to 

ceiling windows taking in the views, the study/

single bedroom, a large roundel/bedroom 

currently used as a gym, a utility room and a 

cloakroom. The multi-level fi rst fl oor landing 

provides access to the grand drawing/dining 

room with vaulted ceilings, the kitchen, two 

bedrooms, shower room and a rear door to the 

garden. In addition, the drawing room leads to a 

rear hallway, bathroom and bedroom which has 

a secret door through to the annexe bedroom.

The attached annexe has it’s own front door 

and comprises a main sitting/dining/kitchen area 

with stairs leading up to a double bedroom and 

bathroom. Outside, the property is approached 

via a shared driveway and offers separate parking 

and a double garage with inspection pit. The 

private landscaped rear garden is ideal for 

relaxing and unwinding including a wide variety 

of trees, shrubs and borders with extensive lawns 

and a large patio area ideal for a family and 

entertaining.

PROPERTY DETAILS

Address: Egerton, Kent 
Price: £875,000

For more information contact: Saddlers
Reed House, 1-3 Old Ashford Road

Charing TN27 0JG

Tel: 01233 713127
www.saddlersresidential.co.uk
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Period property 
specialist 

contractors

Unit 9, Barton Business Park, CT1 3AA

(by appointment only) Tel: 07977 027556

www.restorationlime.co.uk

restorationlime@gmail.com

  Period property restorations 

  Lime mortar pointing

  Brickwork repair and 
replacement 

  Lime mortar manufacture and 
sales

  Structural and crack repairs

  Period property damp 
problems solved 
with traditional methods 

  Lime rendering and plastering 

  FREE property survey

Tel: 01227 456933
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