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• Built on reputation • Free, no obligation quotes
• Leading the way in quality • Kent Peg tile specialists

Tel: 01580 242925
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See the latest in kitchen 
design. We offer a free 

measure and design service by 
our specialist installation team.

Made to measure fitted  
furniture offering creative storage 

solutions in contemporary  and 
classical styles

Enjoy homemade  
lunches, cakes, coffees  

and teas in our terrace themed 
restaurant at Lenleys.

CARPETS, RUGS, VINYL & WOOD FLOORING

CURTAINS, BLINDS, SHUTTERS, AWNINGS & WALLPAPERS

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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01227 766655   |   lenleys.co.uk 

Visit us at Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL

For an exceptional home

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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I had a high old time recently when, wearing hard hats and 

high-vis jackets, writer Susan Hubbard and I were whisked to 

the top of Canterbury Cathedral to look at the work Dolmen 

Conservation are doing in the roof. In this issue, we’re sharing 

with you what we learned about their part in a £24.7m repair 

project. 

We also feature an interview with Kent artist Nicola Ulldemolins, 

whose Whitstable Portraits are playing a key role in this year’s 

ever-popular Oyster Festival. 

We have some professional advice on extending listed buildings 

too – ‘don’t be afraid’ is one tip! – as well as a timely focus on 

summer gardening.

Back on ground level after that cathedral trip, I really needed 

a refreshing cup of tea! Afternoon tea is a delicious tradition 

which you can also read about, linked with an exciting prize 

competition. Why not enter it over a lovely cuppa?

 Dawn

Welcomesummer  2018

Photo:Frasers, Egerton

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
mailto:dawn@cnkent.co.uk
mailto:dawn@cnkent.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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63 Heavenly heights
  Dolmen Conservation talk to us about 

their work at Canterbury Cathedral

78 Make time for tea
  Afternoon tea – a little bit naughty,  

but a whole lot nice!

88 Afternoon Tea at Bramble Café
  Two lovely recipes

92 Life through rosé tinted glasses
  Rowena Hawtin recommends some  

rosé wines for the summer

What’s inside
16 Top ten
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38 Simply divine
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49 Oyster Festival in the frame
 We talk to artist Nicola Uldemolins

56 Mind the doors
 A guide to doors and door furniture 

summer 2018

http://www.cnkent.co.uk


10  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Summer 2018

SUMMER mGARDENING
It’s suddenly the season of sweet peas, strawberries and summer sowing.  

This is a wonderful time in the garden, flowers are starting to appear in abundance  
and there’s plenty to harvest in the vegetable patch.

scent of lavender
DOWNDERRY NURSERY TOURS

Stake tall plants
Tall plants at the back of borders will need 

support as they start to grow vigorously. 

Support plants like delphiniums, hollyhocks 

and lupins with stakes or tie them to walls and 

fences. Or use netting over the top to allow 

plant stems to grow through the gaps.

If you fancy wafting about in fields of highly 

scented lavenders, Sunday tours at Downderry 

Nursery in Tonbridge are held in June, 

July and August. The tours of the display 

garden, nursery and small field include light 

refreshments, a talk on the great diversity of 

lavenders and a demonstration of lavender 

distillation. (www.downderry-nursery.co.uk) 

Call 01732 810081 to book. 

protect cherries
Birds are as keen on cherries as we are, and 

the ripening fruit needs protection if you 

are going to get any for yourself. CherryAid 

wraps solve the problem by allowing the 

gardener to cover individual branches. It also 

keep out smaller pests such as wasps, aphids, 

ants and fruit flies. Available from Grow at 

Brogdale, Faversham. (brogdaleonline.co.uk)

http://www.downderry-nursery.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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seasonal sensation
Here’s a winning variation on a cottage garden 

favourite to add zing to summer borders and 

seasonal cut fl ower arrangements. Crocosmia 

Lucifer forms clumps of handsome sword-shaped 

leaves with smouldering redder than red petals. 

Crocosmia isn’t picky and grows happily in pretty 

much any soil. Given the right conditions it can 

even become quite invasive. Lift and divide clumps 

every few years to give them a new lease of life.

grow strawberries 
in hanging baskets
You don’t need a large garden or 

allotment to grow strawberries, just 

somewhere sunny to hang your baskets. 

When growing strawberries in hanging 

baskets, the fruit hang down over the 

side of the basket which has two main 

advantages. Firstly, air can circulate 

around the fruit which prevents mould 

and mildew, and secondly slugs and snails 

can’t reach the fruit. It’s important to keep 

the basket well watered, and the plants 

will also need regular feeding.

Seasonal gardening tips
•  Sow biennials such as foxgloves, sweet 

william, wallfl owers and forget-me-nots, 
to plant in autumn for a beautiful display 
next spring.

•  Water plants regularly - daily for containers 
and a thorough soaking once or twice a 
week for the rest of the garden.

•  Take cuttings from tender plants, 
herbaceous perennials and shrubs.

•  Deadhead fl owers to prevent the plant from 
setting seed.

•  Sow late summer and winter crops such as 
cabbages, carrots, caulifl ower and lettuces.

•  Refresh bird baths and feeders, top up 
ponds.

WATER REGULARLY
Gardens can begin to look 
‘tired’ in mid-summer, 
especially if we’ve had a long 
dry period - but it’s surprising 

deep watering, dead-heading, 
removing browning leaves, 
hoeing and cutting lawn edges 
can make.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Canterbury 01227 738838 | Ashford 01233 380095
H O W F I E L D  FA R M   H O W F I E L D  L A N E

C A N T E R B U RY  C T 4  7 H Q

www.eastkenttimber.co.uk

SmartBoard is a reversible decking with an appealing tactile 
brushed matt fi nish creating a more natural surface than 

most composite alternatives.

FROM NEW PLANTING 
SCHEMES TO FULL GARDEN 

DESIGN PACKAGE

ENJOY YOUR GARDEN

07818 064343
www.andrewwiltshier.com

CKAGE

OUR GARDEN

8 064
shier.com

All aspects of landscaping work undertaken: 

• Decking, patios, fencing

• Driveways, block paving, brick and stone work

• Ponds, planting and more. 

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPING

Phone Lee 07799103112 / 01227 264482
For a free quotation or visit www.evergreengardenskent.co.uk

http://www.eastkenttimber.co.uk
http://www.andrewwiltshier.shier.com
http://www.evergreengardenskent.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk


Tel: 01233 349 012

Kent Surfacing Specialists
All our work is carried out to the highest standards and  
examples of our work can be viewed at Stonecraft Paving  
Centre in Ashford. 

Our insurance is the highest cover available, allowing us to 
construct dropped kerbs on public highways. We also hold all  
of the necessary qualifications required to carry out these works.

If you are looking for ideas or advice on a project you are 
considering, we are always happy to suggest or help with a design.

We offer a FREE survey and written no obligation quotation 
service.

Kent Surfacing Contractors is a small family-run business 

based in Challock. We pride ourselves in that most of our 

work is obtained by word of mouth via local customers.

www.kentsurfacingcontractors.co.uk

� Tarmac

� Patios

� Resin bound

� Dropped kerbs

� Driveways

� Artificial grass

http://www.kentsurfacingcontractors.co.uk
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LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES
We specialise in design and 
installation and are happy to 
be able to offer the following 
services:

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN

Patios and decking, gazebos and 
water features, turfi ng, fencing, 
electric gates and astroturf

GROUNDWORK

All demolition work, footings, 
oversights, extensions, drop kerbs, 
drainage and civil engineering

CONTACT US
Tel: 01227 750191 • Mobile: 07759 546838
email: ablelandscapes@btinternet.com
www.ablelandscapes.com

mailto:ablelandscapes@btinternet.com
http://www.ablelandscapes.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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LONGACRES GARDEN CENTRE 
Bybrook Barn, Cemetery Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ
Tel: 01233 631 959
Email: bybrook@longacres.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday-Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm
Late night until 8.00pm every Thurs (from spring to Christmas)
Sunday 10.00am - 4.30pm (tills open at 10.30 am)

LONGACRES
GARDEN CENTRE
BYBROOK BARN

SENSATIONAL SUMMER OFFERS IN-STORESENSATIONAL SUMMER OFFERS IN-STORE

Order online for local 
and nationwide delivery 

or click and collect

M20

CEMETERY

WARREN
RETAIL PARK

Island 
Lake

GORE HILL

BYBROOK

A2
8

A28

A20

9

HOLIDAY
INN

Cem
etery Ln

Canterbury Rd

Magazine Rd

A292    M
aidstone R

Fougeres Way

Fougeres Way

Simone Weil Ave
Simone Weil Ave

to Ashfordto Ashford

to Folkestone

to

Canterbury

LONGACRES
Bybrook Barn
Cemetery Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ
Find us by J9 of the M20, 
off the A28, Canterbury 
Road (opposite Ashford 
Holiday Inn), next to the 
Health Centre & Chemist.

JUN

JUL

AUG

BRAND NEW AQUATICS AREA NOW OPEN!

JUNE is the start of summer!
It’s time to get out and enjoy the garden! Visit 
our 4000 sq ft BBQ & Furniture Showroom 
for inspiration. We’ve great brands, including
Weber and Landmann BBQs and outdoor
resin weave furniture from Lifestyle Garden.

JULY is (hopefully) HOT HOT HOT!
When the sun is sizzling, cool off in one of our 
Intex pools. We have paddling and swimming 
pools, pool chemicals, filters and heaters. 
We also stock rubber rings, inflatables, 
garden games and toys!

AUGUST - Bag A Bargain!
Watch out for our end of season sale!
If your garden is starting to look tired, we’ve 
a great range of perennials and bedding to 
inject some late summer colour into your 
pots and borders.

£5

Voucher valid in-store at
Longacres Bybrook Barn only

 • One voucher per 
transaction • Excludes gift 

vouchers, concessions, 
alcohol & sheds

Voucher may only be used 
once • No photocopies • 
One voucher per person

Code: LA.KCN.618

LONGACRES GARDEN CENTRE
Bybrook Barn,Cemetery Lane, 

Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ

DISCOUNT
VOUCHER

LONGACRES BYBROOK BARN

OFF
£5Get £5 off 

when you spend 
over £25 in a 
single transaction

VALID FROM THE 
1ST JUNE TO THE 
31st  JULY 2018

mailto:bybrook@longacres.co.uk
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Top ten cut flowers
TO GROW AT HOME

1. DIANTHUS

Dianthus (including Carnations, Pinks and 

Sweet Williams) are some of the best known 

of all cut flowers. Carnations such as ‘Ever-

blooming Mixed’ provide traditional flowers, 

but it’s worth trying something different if you 

are growing your own flowers for cutting.

2. EUCALYPTUS

The silvery-blue foliage of eucalyptus gunnii 

makes a fantastic filler for vases and bouquets. 

Its attractive rounded leaves provide shape and 

texture that blends well with both formal and 

more relaxed displays.

3. GLADIOLUS

The flamboyant, tall stems of gladioli are 

superb for adding height and drama to flower 

arrangements. There are plenty to choose from 

and modern hybrids such as Gladiolus ‘Tango’ 

and ‘Green Star’ bring a really fresh palette of 

contemporary colours to your vase.

4. LILY

You’ll only need a few lily stems to make a 

dramatic and exotic-looking cut flower display. 

There are lots of different lily species that you 

can grow as a cut flower, but oriential lilies are 

the most popular.

5. ROSES

What list of cut flowers would be complete 

without the quintessential rose? Growing roses 

for cut flowers takes a little more work than 

a vase of fresh flowers cut straight from the garden can 
instantly make a house feel more like a home. there are plenty 

of cut flowers that you can grow at home, but if you need some 
inspiration take a look at our top ten favourites.

growing them as garden shrubs, but the results 

are well worth the effort.

6. SUNFLOWER

Sunflowers make the cheeriest cut flowers and 

never fail to raise a smile. They’re easy to grow 

and won’t require any special attention.

7. TULIP

Tulips are amongst the earliest flowers for 

cutting in the garden. They come in such a 

range of colours that you’ll be spoiled for 

choice. Tulips are thirsty cut flowers so you’ll 

need to keep their water topped up.

8. SWEET PEA

The ultimate ‘cut and come again’ cut flower. 

There are plenty of colours to choose from, 

but a good mix of shades makes the prettiest 

posies. It’s important to cut sweet peas regularly 

to encourage more bloooms. Cut just as the 

lowest bloom is opening and put them in water 

immediately for a longer vase life.

9. GYPSOPHILA

Gypsophila makes a particularly useful filler for 

softening bouquets and adding a frothy haze of 

tiny fllowers to your cut flower arrangements.

10. PEONIES

Peonies are prized for their beautiful, large 

blooms. Just a few stems are enough to create 

a stunning arrangement with a big impact. 

Herbaceous varieties such as ‘Eden’s Perfume’ 

are a great choice.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Email: signature.landscaping@yahoo.com

www.signaturelandscapingkent.co.uk

We specialise in natural stone products.
All aspects of tree work undertaken.

• Drives

• Paths

• Patios

• Fencing

• Decking

Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, Faversham 
ME13 8XZ   • Tel: 01795 531888  
www.brogdaleonline.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10.00am - 5.00pm
Sun 10.00am - 4.00pm

Our specialism is in grafting rare and 
heritage fruit trees from the 

National Fruit Collection. The largest 
collection of fruit trees in the world.

We also offer roses, perennials, herbs, 
soft fruit, clematis, strawberry and tomato 
plants and seeds. In fact, all you need for a 

beautiful, productive garden.

FREE parking & entrance 
(except on Festival days)

Orchard and 
garden design 

& planning 
service

mailto:signature.landscaping@yahoo.com
http://www.signaturelandscapingkent.co.uk
http://www.brogdaleonline.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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W
hen it comes to plants that earn 

their keep, lavender tops all the 

charts. They look good all year 

round and the aroma they impart is delightful. 

Then wonderful spires of purple fl owers open 

in summer which can be cut and dried for 

home medical remedies, for scenting a room, in 

potpourri, for cooking, and for making lavender 

bags or lavender sachets.

Some lavenders have great presence as 

architectural specimens, most are ideal for low 

hedging, and all of them are wonderful for bees.

If pruned correctly, they should last for years, 

making them fantastically rewarding for very 

little cost and effort.

Lavender is best planted between April and 

May as the soil begins to warm up. It thrives in 

any poor or moderately fertile, free-draining 

soils in full sun, and is ideal for chalky or alkaline 

soils.

Once established, lavender is fairly drought-

tolerant and is suitable for coastal planting 

and gravel gardens. Little feeding is required, 

although a sprinkling of potash around the base 

of plants will encourage more fl owers.

Pruning

Pruning lavender varies according to the type 

you’re growing. English lavender (Lavandula 

angustifolia) is the most commonly grown and 

the hardiest of lavender plants. It is pruned by 

cutting it back by two thirds in the second half of 

August. You can cut into the bare wood if need. 

New shoots will quickly appear at the base. This 

pruning regime will keep an English lavernder 

plant compact for many years. You can give 

English lavender another tidy in April to delay 

fl owering time. 

INDULGE YOUR SENSES
with lavender

It’s an easy plant to grow, and adds a wonderful scent and colour 

to any garden. It’s also a plant bees love, so you might not want to 

harvest all of it - leave a little for the bees.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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lavender uses

There are many uses for dried lavender in 

and around the home. It can be used in home 

medical remedies, for scenting a room, in 

potpourri, for cooking, and for making lavender 

bags or lavender sachets.

Also, dried lavender is attractive and 

decorative. Some people hang them in bunches 

around the home or use them as part of a dried 

fl ower arrangement. You can buy dried lavender, 

but if you want to pick your own for drying you 

should pick it when it has just opened fully and 

smells fragrant. The newly-opened blossoms and 

fragrance means it has a strong concentration 

of the essential oils and freshness you want to 

preserve. If you leave the fl owers to bloom for 

longer, the dried bunches will be less potent.

It’s best to harvest lavender in the early 

evening, after a dry day. Harvesting at this time 

will mean that you do not need to dry any rain 

or morning/evening dew before being able to dry 

the fl owers.

When it’s time to cut your lavender get a pair 

of sturdy scissors or secateurs. Then follow these 

steps to harvest the plants:

Cut carefully, avoiding crushing the fl owers.

You should cut just above the leaves, with a good 

long stem, to make it easier to hang the stalks 

for drying. Don’t cut into the woody part of the 

plant; leave an inch or two at least of the green 

growth to encourage future fl owering. Don’t 

worry about damaging the plant –pruning like 

this will encourage the bush to grow even more 

enthusiastically the following year. Even if you 

want to leave some stalks of fl ower for the bees so 

that the rest of your garden benefi ts, it’s a good 

idea to cut the stalk once the fl owers as fi nished to 

encourage new and healthy growth next year.

Best for bees

A study at the University of Sussex has 

discovered that two lavenders, late blooming 

‘Edelweiss’ and purple variety ‘Gros Blue’ were 

the most frequently visited by all bees.

which varieties to grow

L. angustifolia ‘Hidcote’: Very popular with 

compact, bushy grey-green foliage. Dense, 

dark-violet fl owers from late June.

L. angustifolia ‘Nana Alba’: Light green foliage 

on compact plant with profuse white fl owers.

L. angustifolia ‘Hidcote Pink’: Grey-green 

foliage and very pale pink/lavender fl owers 

from late June.

L. angustifolia ‘Munstead’: Compact with 

narrow, grey-green foliage and spikes of small, 

highly-fragrant, blue-purple fl owers in mid to 

late summer.  

L. angustifolia ‘Beechwood Blue’: Low-

growing with an abundance of violet-blue 

fl ower-spikes in early summer.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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health and beauty

Lavender is much more than just pretty 

and calming. The use of lavender dates 

back thousands of years. In Roman times 

the flowers were added to baths. It is one 

of the most powerful remedies in the 

plant world, offering both physical and 

emotional relief for problems as varied 

as burns, migraines, insomnia, insect 

bites, skin problems, infections, stress and 

nervous tension. It owes this amazing 

spectrum of healing powers to its complex 

chemical make-up. 

Bunches of lavender are also known to 

repel insects. In pillows, lavender seeds and 

flowers aid sleep and relaxation.

Colin and Barbara Dudley of Whitstable 

Lavender have been developing lavender 

products for over 12 years and now have a 

range of over 400 items including candles, 

soaps, bath fizzers, oils and lavender waters, 

many of which are hand-crafted locally. 

HOW TO USE LAVENDER OIL
Lavender bath

Excellent for aching muscles, relaxation, and 
stress relief. Add 6-8 drops of essential oil after 
running the water.  
Lavender vaporisation

Fill the top dish of an ‘oil burner’ or ‘vaporiser’ 
with water and add 6-8 drops of Lavender oil. 
Vaporisation is good to use when you have a 
cold or feel unwell.
Lavender massage

sore muscles or have sustained an injury. 
NEVER massage UNDILUTED oils, always use 
a good quality vegetable or carrier oil. Add 5 
drops of Lavender oil per 10ml of vegetable oil.  
Lavender tissues/handkerchief

anxiety. Use 1-3 drops Lavender oil and inhale 
immediately as required.
Lavender for burns

After running cold water on the burn for 10 
minutes, put a few drops of neat lavender oil 
onto the area. ONLY use lavender. Remember 

serious burns must be seen to by a doctor.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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WHITSTABLE LAVENDER
HAND MADE LOCALLY
Pure, organic, vegan, oils, 
waters, soaps, bath and  
beauty products

Online or in shop

Also, wedding favours  
and confetti

www.whitstablelavender.com
7a High Street, Whitstable CT5 1A Tel: 01227 280065  • 07772 208631

http://www.whitstablelavender.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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�  HAND-MADE IN KENT

�  Energy effi cient

�  Environmentally friendly

�  Hand crafted spruce

�  No plumbing/electrics required

�   Comes complete with no hidden 
costs.

www.edmedcoal.co.uk     

 Tel: 01795 843388 or 07976 688437

Supplied and commissioned by Edmed Ltd

Relax with  
nature 

in your own 
WOOD-FIRED 

TUB

http://www.edmedcoal.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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They offer free site visits/surveys and detailed 

specifications highlighting all areas of the works. 

They offer a full range of surfaces including: 

� All Weather Macadam

� Synthetic Grass 

 � Synthetic Clay

Their experience gained over the last 40 years 

helps them to provide the most economic 

solutions to any issues when considering 

resurfacing an old court or building a new court. 

They welcome the opportunity to offer their 

services through Kent & Sussex

www.martingurrtennissurfaces.co.uk 

We provide free surveys and quotations.  
All courts are constructed to high 

specifications and are supported with a  
long guarantee.

Resurfacing and construction of all-weather tennis courts
Please contact us for further information
Manchester Road, Ninfield, East Sussex TN33 9JX. Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
mgsc@btconnect.com • www.martingurrtenissurfaces.co.uk

MG CONTRACTS
Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
Working in Kent & Sussex areas

PERFECT TENNIS
MG Contracts is a family-run company specialising in installing  

new hard courts and resurfacing old courts. 

http://www.martingurrtennissurfaces.co.uk
mailto:mgsc@btconnect.com
http://www.martingurrtenissurfaces.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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New 730AV Hybrid
With Signature Cabinet and Star Trail™ Lighting

Hand made in Canada

30 Year Guarantee
on Construction.

Since 1978

PREMIER DEALER

FINANCE AVAILABLE

Unit C, Chalmers Way, Invicta Business Centre,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 9PF

www.exoticpalmsandspas.co.uk
Tel: 01634 238700 Mobile: 07831 840606

Exotic Palms and Spas Ltd

http://www.exoticpalmsandspas.NEWS
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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A CURRANT AFFAIR
Fall back in love with that taste of childhood – the rich 

tones of the beAUTIFUL BLACKCURRANT.

Birds are the biggest threat

Blackcurrants aren’t the favoured snack for 

birds, but that’s not to say they won’t tackle 

them, so protect the bushes as berries begin to 

ripen with netting. Pick the fruits when they 

are black all over. They will keep for a few days 

in the fridge, but can be turned into an array of 

delights from sorbet and cheesecake, to cordial 

and jam. They also freeze well for smoothies in 

the winter or an impromtu summer pudding.

what to grow

BEN LOMOND: An upright strong grower 

with a compact habit which makes it ideal 

for growing in small gardens or containers. 

A reliable cropper of very large fruit of high 

quality that have an excellent sweet fl avour.

BEN SAREK: An early variety with a neat, 

compact growth habit making it ideal for 

growing in smaller gardens. Both vigorous and 

high yielding, producing heavy crops of very 

large glossy blackcurrants that have a superb 

fl avour and are of excellent quality.

BIG BEN: An outstanding early season variety, 

cropping slightly earlier than Ben Lomond. 

It produces enormous blackcurrants that are 

a two of three time the size of other varieties, 

and are extremely sweet.

All three varieties can be found at GROW AT 

BROGDALE, Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, 

Faversham  (www.brogdaleonline.co.uk).

There’s one fruity fl avour that everyone 

seems to remember fondly from 

childhood – the blackcurrant. As 

we get older we might opt for blackcurrant 

cheesecake or sorbet, but there’s still something 

about that simple, rich, sweet fl avour that’s 

inherently pleasing to the palate.

Blackcurrant bushes are very easy to please. 

And boy do they show their appreciation of 

being looked after! A single, well established 

healthy blackcurrant bush will yield 10lbs of 

fruit every year and will stay productive for 

around 20 years.

Bushes will tolerate most soils but prefer 

rich soil and a wet climate. Plants will need 

plenty of organic matter dug in before planting 

to allow it to rot down and feed the plants for 

spring. They like sunshine, but will tolerate a 

bit of shade. Blackcurrants will even do well in 

containers, so long as you keep up the heavy 

feeding regime.

aftercare

After planting you should cut all the shoots 

back to two inches from the base. This may 

seem drastic, but don’t worry they will come 

back all the stronger and basal buds will form 

strong new shoots next season. Once your 

blackcurrant is set up in a well-fed, well-

cultivated position there is very little else that 

needs doing until it’s time for pruning. 

A simple rule is to prune out one in three of 

the main branches from each bush every year.
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- grow your own -
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The Street, Preston
Nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED

www.prestongardencentre.co.uk
Tel 01227 722250

� Great seasonal colour
�  Large trees and shrubs 
�  Hedging and screening
�  High-rise privacy screening
� Wheelchair-friendly
�  Free wifi

OPEN EVERY DAYCOPPERS BISTRO
� Serving breakfast until 11.30am
�  Hot food served until 4pm  

(3pm on Sundays)
�  Full breakfast and Sunday  

roast available

http://www.prestongardencentre.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk


A family-owned business with traditional values.  Specialising in the installation of
woodburning & multifuel appliances, bespoke chimney systems and outdoor cooking.

Little Crockshard Farm Shop, Crockshard Lane, Wingham, Nr Canterbury.
CT3 1NYT Tel: 01227 728130    www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk

“Over the moon with our Morso wood burner! From first visit to planning and
Installation everything has been so easy.  It’s been a pleasure to deal with this

company from start to finish. No hesitation in recommending to anyone.”
 

With the Morso Outdoor Living range
Outdoor cooking doesn’t get any better.

http://www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk
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31 Wincheap, Canterbury, CT1 3RX    •   01227 457643  
www.heatdesignkent.co.uk   •   sales@heatdesignkent.co.uk

The Chesneys HEAT barbecue heater is a unique and versatile dual function product combining controlled cooking 
with environmentally friendly and safe heating.
The concept was devised for the Great British summer, allowing us to cook a wide range of food outdoors then continue 
the enjoyment long into the evening with the warmth of the fire and the glow of the  lazy rolling  flames.
The cooking temperature within the furnace is infinitely variable, offering a range of options from long and gentle 
slow roasting for hours, standard bbq fare and high heat pizza baking and wok frying.  Cooking takes place generally 
with the lid down. This allows the food to cook all round in a very controlled way.  No need to turn the food.... just set 
the temperature, drop the lid, chat to your guests and return to  delicious food cooked to all round perfection. Then 
gather round and enjoy the fire long into the night.  This is the ultimate garden experience.

HEAT DESIGN LTD 
IS PROUD TO BE THE SUPPLIER OF THE NEW  

CHESNEYS HEAT RANGE OF BARBEQUE HEATERS 

http://www.heatdesignkent.co.uk
mailto:sales@heatdesignkent.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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compression, and together they’re a robust 

partnership.

GRANITE

Granite is an incredibly tough natural stone. 

You can expect to see some variation in 

appearance because it’s a true stone. Granite 

is crystalline in structure and will always have 

THE GARDEN 
FURNITURE GUIDE

Interior and exterior design are as much about performance as they  

are aesthetics. When it comes to garden furniture, we’re faced with  

myriad choices. So how do you decide which is ‘the one’? 

Neptune
- advertorial -

STONE
Stone has such a natural place in the garden. 

It complements patios and terraces, it suits 

shingle and chippings, and it’s wonderfully 

cool to lean on when the sun is beating down.

COMPOSITE STONE
It feels like stone, it looks like stone, it 

behaves like stone, but for their Hudson 

tables Neptune use a glass-reinforced 

concrete blend. It’s far lighter and far stronger 

than certain natural stones. Glass lends it 

strong tension, concrete promises strong 

tiny pits in its surface. These are simply spaces 

between the mineral crystals. You might also 

spot ribbons of colour which are the result of 

the immense heat and pressure from when it 

was formed beneath the ground.

LIVING WITH STONE 
Once sealed you can leave it outdoors, 

uncovered, and it’ll fare just fine for many 

years to come. In fact, the composite stone 

weathers rather beautifully and only becomes 

more realistic. Should you want to, you can 

reseal the stone in a few years’ time with your 

choice of stone sealer product.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk


ACACIA
Acacia it contains fewer natural oils than teak. You can 

usually tell the difference between teak and acacia simply 

by touching it. Acacia is still a tough hardwood (so much 

so it’s often used in boat construction), but it’s less heavy 

and less dense than teak. The grain pattern is often 

described as being ‘fl amed’ because of its warm tones and 

striated structure, unlike teak which has a tighter grain.

TEAK
This is probably the most favoured timber for outdoor living. A 

tropical hardwood, it’s a rich honey brown that slowly takes on a 

silvered patina over time. It can be left untreated because of the 

naturally-occurring oils present in the wood’s fi bres that act as a 

preservative. The oils also encourage insects to stay away. Teak is 

often referred to as the king of all hardwoods, and will often keep 

its form so well that it can be passed on for generations.

LIVING 
WITH TIMBER 
Because of their innate 

sense of strength, both 

teak and acacia are 

relatively easy to live with. 

We’ve treated our wooden 

pieces with our timber 

protection oil, IsoGuard®, 

to give them an extra 

layer of protection from 

the weather and from 

staining. You might wish 

to reapply this in a few 

years’ time.

Teak will see a colour 

change within the fi rst 

few months. If you want 

to slow down the silvering 

of teak, certain teak oils 

can help to maintain its 

golden-brown appearance, 

but will need to be 

reapplied (the frequency 

will depend on the brand 

you use). If you’re content 

to see it silver, teak needs 

very little maintenance 

at all.

Acacia is similar, in 

that it can be left to the 

elements, or oiled to 

prevent it taking on a dark 

grey tone. Because it’s 

generally protected by our 

tabletops and IsoGuard® 

oil, it asks for very little 

help.
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Wicker is synonymous with garden furniture. 

It’s perhaps the material we expect to see the 

most, especially when it comes to seating. 

Whenever you see wicker on our interior 

designs, we use natural rattan or Lloyd Loom. 

For our outdoor collections though, we prefer 

to use a material that we call ‘all-weather 

wicker’. A resin fibre, it’s tougher and more 

durable than natural rattan and won’t flake or 

peel over time. We’ve developed two finishes – 

the darkest colour and smoothest texture being 

on Toulston, Tuscany, Tresco and Harrington, 

the mid-tone and more rustic texture on Pesaro, 

Cadiz and Murano.

The only exception is Chatto, where we’ve 

used the British craft of Lloyd Loom.

LIVING WITH WEAVE 

Because we’ve chosen a resin wicker over 

a natural rattan, it makes these collections 

hardy and reliable. It’ll withstand sunshine 

and showers for years and years to 

come. The weave is done over the top of 

powder-coated aluminium frames which 

are lightweight, strong and won’t rust 

either. Just be sure to bring the cushions 

in, because they’re weather-resistant rather 

than weatherproof.

Chatto has a more delicate nature in 

comparison. While you don’t need to bring 

in or cover our other outdoor designs 

during bad weather, Chatto really does 

need some protection and shouldn’t be left 

outdoors all year long.

WEAVE
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MILES 
SKIP HIRE

� Mini � Midi �  Maxi
� Builders bags
� Domestic & commercial
� Permits arranged
�  Smaller lorry for easy 

access

ALL AREAS COVERED
� Sandwich � Deal � Dover 
� Thanet � Canterbury 
� Faversham � Whitstable

Tel: 01227 362080

07860 860088

BJ CESSPOOL SERVICES LTD

Tel 07796 282864 or 01233 624017
www.bjcesspool.co.uk

If you want someone who is reliable, 
careful and effi cient to empty your 
cesspool, septic tank or treatment 
plant please call Barry or Fiona Spicer.

 Emergency blockages

 Septic tank clearance

 Cesspool maintenance

 Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, 
rental properties, caravan parks, hotels 
and in fact any property that is not on 
main drains.

A jetting service can also be provided.

http://www.bjcesspool.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk


HERNE BAY   Tel: 01227 366633
GILLINGHAM  Tel: 01634 232491

www.mbs.uk.com

At MITCHAM BUILDING SUPPLIES we are committed to providing you, our 

valued customer, with the best attention and service. We supply timber, plaster, 

plasterboard, ready-mixed concrete and all plumbing, drainage... and much more.

Digger and Plant Hire

1.6 tonne digger3 tonne digger

1 tonne digger 1 tonne track barrow dumper

http://www.mbs.uk.com
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A
ward winning garden designer and BBC 

TV presenter Mark Lane invited our  

feature writer Louise Tomlin in to his 

Kent home to share how he transformed an ‘ugly 

duckling’ of a yellow brick bungalow into an eco-

friendly, state of the art and elegant dream home.

When most people think of building 

renovation projects, they could be forgiven for 

immediately thinking of conservation work 

being carried out on period properties and 

restorations of Victorian piles, but not so with 

this story. Mark and his partner Jasen, had 

been searching in vain for a new home in Kent 

SIMPLY  
DIVINE

for some time when 

they came across this 

potential gem nestling 

in the beautiful Kent 

countryside just outside 

Canterbury. The 

seventies bungalow was 

anything but beautiful, 

it was however in a 

lovely location with a large garden possessing 

picturesque rural views and Mark with his 

designer’s eye spotted its potential to become the 

couple’s forever home. As a full-time wheelchair 

mark lane saw the potential in the run down 70s bungalow and 

seized the opportunity to make it shine again.
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user after a car crash seventeen years ago, that 

lead to spinal surgery, further complicated by 

being born with spina bifida, Mark needed 

a home and work place that would be fully 

accessible and allow him freedom of movement 

to all areas including the garden, redesigning 

the bungalow was a project that made all this 

possible.

The project started in May 2007, a log 

cabin was built in the garden to store all of the 

furniture from their previous home – which 

is a canny idea for anyone with storage issues 

when carrying out this type of live-in renovation 

project. They moved into to the annex of the 

bungalow that housed the only bathroom in the 

house, with their cat, clothes and a microwave. 

He described how they had to cover the bed with 

a sheet of plastic to keep the debris off it from 

the building work that was inevitably carried in 

by the contractors coming in to use the facilities. 

In retrospect, he suggests it would have saved a 

bit of grief if they’d hired a Portaloo.

Mark project managed the works, and 

explained that because they had already 

identified the bathroom and kitchen they wanted 

it was possible to start the work immediately 

Left: The living room before. (Photo: © Mark Lane)

Above: The living room is now a cool, airy and light 
space with great views of the garden. (Photo: © Louise Tomlin)

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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with builders, plumbers and electricians working 

alongside each other. They started with stripping 

back to the bare bones throughout. As a seventies 

style house it was all orange and brown with 

swirling Artex ceilings complete with ornate light 

fittings and faux fixtures to match. To bring it up 

to date all the electrics had to be replaced with 

Cat 3 and audio-visual in every room, streaming 

from a single computer controlled port. They 

used 10 miles of cabling all in all.  

The Artex was smoothed or removed, and all 

walls and ceilings were plastered over to create 

the modern seamless finish that is evident in 

the house now. The decorating was a relatively 

simple task as every wall or ceiling was painted 

a fresh clean white, with the exception of the TV 

room, that in contrast was decked out in soft 

dark colours and cork panels to avoid distracting 

reflections and create a relaxing snug haven. 

The floors were tiled with a similarly holistic 

approach, large white porcelain tiles were laid 

throughout the property which work beautifully 

providing soft reflections from the ample light 

streaming in from the large modern windows 

and floor to ceiling windows and doors along 

the full width of the house at the rear, which is a 

combined dining room and office space for Mark 

adjacent to the patio and swimming pool. 

Left: The kitchen before. (Photo: © Mark Lane)

Above: The kitchen is now a sleek, modern 

light. (Photo: © Louise Tomlin)

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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The majority of this work was completed by 

November 2007.

Under-floor heating was installed when the 

floor tiles were laid and Mark mentions it had 

always been a dream of his to have this type 

of heating as the warmth comes up from the 

floor through the whole building and there’s 

no need to clutter up walls with radiators. 

However the under-floor system turned out 

to be a disappointment as it was incredibly 

expensive to run. They eventually turned it off 

and installed a heat recovery system with air 

ducts that provide heat in the winter and cool 

air in the summer, which is highly efficient, costs 

pennies in comparison and is inline with the 

environmentally friendly ethos of the house.

Further eco credentials are added with all 

external windows and doors having a thermally 

efficient A rating and the lighting being LED low 

wattage throughout. Hot water is supplied by 

the solar panels that were installed on the roof in 

2009 along with the PV (photo-voltaic) panels 

that provide any electricity requirements. All this 

goes together to create an eco friendly and future 

proofed 21st Century home. 

Last but not least, in 2010 the exterior of 

the bungalow which was previously yellow 

brickwork, was given a fresh look by covering it 

with a white breathable thermal render, which 

was not purely for aesthetic reasons, although 

this certainly gives the property an altogether 

more elegant appearance that’s totally within 

keeping with the sleek modern interior, it was to 

also make it as thermally efficient as possible. 

Mark’s work as a garden designer keeps 

him very busy along with the hectic schedule 

of presenting for BBC Gardeners’ World and 

although there are no outstanding works on the 

bungalow, the large and very beautiful garden is 

an on-going project. He has carried out a major 

restoration and redesign of it, which we will 

cover in the next issue of Conservation News. 

Many thanks to Mark Lane for sharing his 

project with us. 

Above: The front entrance to the 
house before. (Photo: © Mark Lane)

Left: The entrance is now 
transformed into a light 

ceiling views of the front garden. 
(Photo: © Louise Tomlin)

http://www.cnkent.co.uk


GRANVILLE HOUSE 
ANTIQUE CENTRE

• Vintage and antique jewellery
 • Investment porcelain

• Exclusive antique furniture
• 18th & 19th century table glass and ceramics

... and much more

BUY OR SELL IN COMFORT

Open Tue - Sat, 10am - 5pm; Sun 10.30am - 3.30pm
FREE valuations Friday & Saturday 9.30am - 12 noon

Tel: 01795 534093 www.m-g-antiques.eu

Granville House, 49 The Mall, Faversham ME13 8JW

Established 1988

Domestic Cleaning Services Ltd

Regular or One-off  Cleaning 
Homes and Holiday Lets

End of  Tenancy
Moving Cleans
Spring Cleans

Professional, Friendly, Reliable Service

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Tel: 01227 277033
www.supermaids.co.uk  info@supermaids.co.uk

01227 266236 07976 925224
ed.parry@me.com

www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk

Accredited Installer

Boilers  

 Central Heating  

Power Flushing

 Cookers

Bathrooms  

Showers

 Installation, Servicing & Repair

Ed Parry
Plumbing & Heating

http://www.m-g-antiques.eu
http://www.supermaids.co.uk
mailto:info@supermaids.co.uk
mailto:ed.parry@me.com
http://www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk
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PETER JACKSON ARCHITECTS

01227 770470
enq@peterjacksonarchitects.co.uk

Harbour Offices, Whitstable CT5 1AB

 Insurance for all types 
of homes including:
•  High Value Homes

•  Property Undergoing Renovations

•  Non-Standard Construction

•  Listed Buildings

GSI Insurance Services (Southern) Ltd
118 John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 3QY

Tel: 01227 772 775

Save on your home insurance

Your local broker has it covered

mailto:enq@peterjacksonarchitects.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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W
ith what, we feel is a real shortage 

of inspiring choice from the high 

street kitchen market and many 

high end bespoke kitchens costing around the 

price of a small mortgage at Appleby Grange we 

like to offer something a little different.

Our kitchens are carefully constructed at our 

Whitstable works shops by a team of highly 

experienced cabinet-makers and joiners allowing 

us complete freedom and versatility to design 

and build a truly bespoke kitchen that fits 

perfectly into your existing kitchen space and 

into your life at a highly competitive price.

Also making Appleby Grange kitchens 

unique is that we offer a comprehensive project 

management service starting with the initial 

design consultation before we undertake the 

APPLEBY GRANGE 
making bespoke kitchens affordable
At Appleby Grange we know how difficult it is to find a kitchen that 

complements your home, meets your budget and fulfils your aspirations. 

refurbishment of your kitchen space through to 

the delivery and fitting of your bespoke kitchen. 

Many of our projects involve us managing 

every aspect of the refurbishment process from 

the removal of the existing kitchen, undertaking 

alterations and building works, electrical and 

plumbing installations through to the final 

finishing touches including tiling and decorating. 

With more than 20 years experience in the 

world of joinery, carpentry and construction we 

can relieve you of the stress and worry of  having 

to coordinate projects and search for qualified 

and reliable trades people.

The key to our success is being able to offer a 

truly different and personal approach to kitchen 

design projects in a professional manner.

www.applebygrangekitchens.co.uk

http://www.applebygrangekitchens.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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- advertorial -
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Call Andy Ballman
01227 741094 or  

0800 1182268

•  
•  
• •  

•  
• 

www.kentroof.com

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

E: kentroofer@gmail.com

Old English

Tools
Bench planes, chisels, felling axes,

bill hooks, froes, draw shaves, 
side axes, early garden tools, 
blacksmith tools, pine boxes.

Cast iron log burners 
and fire grates. 

Tools old and new bought 
for cash. Workshops cleared. 

Open now at 
Faversham Standard Quay

ME13 7BS 
5-7 days a week

Call Phil on 07796 343722

http://www.kentroof.com
mailto:kentroofer@gmail.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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CGS BLINDS 
& SHUTTERS
We are moving to 
new larger premises

Still in 
Tankerton Road

Call in for a FREE no 
obligation quote and to 
view our new showroom

146 Tankerton Road, 
Whitstable CT5 2AJ

Tel: 01227 278643

www.cgsblinds.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

http://www.cgsblinds.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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SUPPLY & FIT OR 

SUPPLY ONLY

When it comes to your 

new kitchen or bathroom 

the planning and design is 

as important to us as it is to 

you. We are here to listen 

to your ideas and help with 

the ideal solution to ensure 

that your new room is just 

as you imagined or even 

better.

HUB OF THE HOUSE
FITTED KITCHENS & BATHROOMS | FREE PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICE 

Visit us at our showroom at 29 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent or give us a call on 01227 741592

www.hubofthehousekitchens.co.uk

www.allbits.co.uk

Large showroom 
Many different styles and suppliers

Trade counter 
Friendly helpful service

Unit 60, John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable CT5 3QT

01227 281648

http://www.hubofthehousekitchens.co.uk
http://www.allbits.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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T
he festival, to be held this year on the 

weekend of 21st and 22nd July, will 

feature favourite events such as the 

Landing of the Oysters, Oyster Parade and 

Oyster Eating competition – not forgetting the 

traditional building of shell ‘grotters’ on the 

beach by children.

OYSTER FESTIVAL  
in the frame

Whitstable’s perennially popular Oyster Festival is back  

– and so are the acclaimed Whitstable Portraits.

This year the publicity 

posters feature the 

Whitstable Portraits by 

talented local artist Nicola 

Ulldemolins, who grew 

up in the town. Originally 

exhibited together in 

2016, the 

pictures of 16 people instrumental 

to Whitstable received warm 

appreciation at the time. They 

obviously made a lasting impression, 

too, because Full Event Production – 

this year’s festival organisers – asked 

Nicola if they could use them in 

their publicity material.

“I said ‘yes’ immediately,” she says. 

“I am very grateful and proud that 

people still want to see the Whitstable 

Portraits.” She says she felt touched 

and inspired by the favourable 

comments when she showed the 

pictures at the Horsebridge Centre 

in Whitstable two years ago. “People 

said they should be part of the 

town forever,” she says. She has just 

produced a 17th picture of oyster 

shells in the same style, specifically 

for the festival.

Left: Darren Wilton

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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The portrait subjects range from window 

cleaners to vicars, and include local developer 

George Wilson and Dr John Ribchester who 

between them were responsible for building 

Estuary View medical centre. Others are 

familiar traders, artists, a head teacher, a samba 

band leader, and whelk fisherman Derrick West. 

There are a couple of TV celebrities who live 

locally: Gregg Wallace, the Masterchef presenter, 

and potter Keith Brymer Jones (the Great 

Pottery Throw Down).

“They are all people who are instrumental 

to the town,” says Nicola. “I wanted to capture 

them in their own environment, so I visited 

them to take lots of photographs – I use my 

camera as a tool. I usually spent about two 

hours with the person, but I could quickly see 

when I had a good composition.

Paul WoodAbove: Derrick West  Above top: Shernaz Dinshaw

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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“I started with Shernaz Dinshaw, whom I 

knew, and who runs the gorgeous Mosaic shop 

in Harbour Street. She was very positive and 

knows a lot of people, so she helped me with 

ideas for other people 

I should paint, and 

one portrait just led to 

another.”

The idea for the 

project came to Nicola after she painted a 

portrait of her partner from a photo and 

presented it to him as a surprise at his birthday 

party. The guests’ reaction was ‘astonishing’, 

she says, and this inspired her to get back to art 

after a long break. She had been awarded a first-

class degree in 3-D design from an art college, 

but then life got in the way and she spent 25 

years in retail management.

“I wanted to get back into being 

creative and had always wanted to do 

something about Whitstable, but not 

just beach huts. This idea just evolved,” 

she says.

The portraits are painted in 

gouache on silver birch plywood, 

which provides a light background 

on which Nicola could play with light 

and shade and reflections. Perhaps her 

most daunting ‘reveal’ was to another 

notable Whitstable artist, Estelle Jourd. 

“I wondered what on earth she would 

think of it!” says Nicola, “But her 

daughter bought it and it now hangs in 

her studio.”

All the pictures are the same size 

and in similar frames to give a sense 

of unity. They were also exhibited 

at Creek Creative in Faversham, and 

in London at the Shepherd Market 

Gallery. This latter show led to an article in The 

Artist magazine.

Nicola is now determined not to let her talents 

lie dormant again and she has received several 

commissions. Her 

technique of working 

from photos means 

that she can fulfil family 

requests for portraits 

of loved ones they have lost. “It is very personal 

work and gives them comfort,” she says.

“I now know that I would be very unhappy 

if I could not vent my creativity. I would love to 

paint portraits all the time, as it is a fascinating 

process!”

www.whitstableoysterfestival.co.uk

www.nicolaulldemolinsart.co.uk.

“They are all people who are 
instrumental to the town”

Below: Gill Moody

http://www.whitstableoysterfestival.co.uk
http://www.nicolaulldemolinsart.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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The Emporium at Johnsons Garden Centre, Old Thanet Way
Chestfield, Whitstable Kent CT5 3JD

info@myemp.co.uk              01227 792030

7 days a week with free parking
 Personalised shopping at no extra cost.

1000s of square feet of furniture, accessories, 
giftware and fragrances in the latest styles and

fashions for the home.

mailto:info@myemp.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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INSPIRING  IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME
the emporium

Lamp base, £130; 
lampshade £59.99

£19.99

Lamp base, £115; 

Lamp base, £77;
 lampshade £55

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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WHITSTABLE DECOR
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Internal and external • Tiling and plastering specialist.
Bathrooms and Kitchens • 30 years experience

www.whitstabledecor.co.uk

Tel: 01227 687562 or 07948 464723

Old English Pine

Established over 30 years, the store is spread over three 
floors. You will be amazed at the choice. We also stock a 
wide range of beautiful reasonably priced accessories to 

make your house a home.  

Find the perfect gift for friends and family.

100/102 & 90 Sandgate High St, Sandgate, Folkestone CT20 3BY 
Tel: 01303 248560

www. oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk

http://www.whitstabledecor.co.uk
http://www.oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Custom Made 
JOINERY

01227 752153

We offer professional joinery  
services for domestic and commercial 

clients throughout Kent.

With over 28 years’ experience,  
we use traditional methods of joinery  

to deliver top quality products at  
very competitive prices.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Box sash windows

Conservatories
Doors

Porches
Sliding bi-folding doors

Staircases
Conservation joinery
Architectural joinery

... and much more

Visit our website
www.custommade-joinery.co.uk

http://www.custommade-joinery.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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W
hilst plenty of thought is given to 

restoring windows and fireplaces, 

sometimes doors and door 

furniture are not always given the consideration 

they deserve.

Period timber doors add solidity and charm 

to a property that is hard to beat – and if any 

of the original door furniture remains, all the 

better. Panel doors, common throughout the 

Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian eras, in 

various designs, were often shunned during 

the 1960s and boarding was sometimes nailed 

over both sides, hiding the real door beneath.  

Discovering the originals underneath these 

boards is one of those moments that makes 

renovation rewarding.

If your doors are coated in years worth of 

gloss paint, they can be chemically dipped or 

sandblasted, with many specialists offering a 

collection and delivery service. 

The stripped door can then be waxed, 

varnished or painted as you wish. If the 

doors remain looking damaged or patchy, 

then applying a limed finish is a good idea 

and is actually a traditional finish for doors, 

floorboards and furniture.

Doors that have warped or have become 

rotten over time and are sticking in their frames 

can be repaired, usually for less than it would 

cost to replace.

It is vital not to cut corners when buying 

doors, wheher you go for replicas or reclaimed 

pieces. You need to meaure carefully and choose 

something which you really love as you will be 

using the doors every day.

If the doors have been replaced - particularly 

common with front doors which are often 

replaced with unsuitable PVCu designs – 

reclamation yards usually have a good stock 

of all styles. Take your measurements along 

with you and be prepared to sift through quite 

a few. Most reclamation yards also offer a 

reconditioning service, at an extra cost.

MIND THE DOORS!
Reinstating period door features in your home is a great way of  

making your home more harmonious and can also add value. 

http://www.cnkent.co.uk


Door furniture
There is a wide variety of different items that 

can be purchased to enhance the aesthetics of 

your doors.  

Before choosing your door furniture is it 

important to see as many different options as 

possible. Researching the type of door furniture 

which was in your house at the time it was built 

can be an adventure in itself. Doorknobs have 

been made from lots of different materials over 

the years, from brass and nickel to chrome and 

glass. If you wish to go with the era, brass and 

porcelain were most popular in Victorian times, 

wooden doorknobs were favoured in Edwardian 

houses and polished nickel or chrome was used 

in the Art Deco period.

Art Deco
The Art Deco period started in the 1920s 

and has remained popular thanks to its 

modernist styling and use of high quality 

materials. Art Deco design tends to be very 

distinctive and back in the 20s and 30s Art 

Deco was considered to be the height of 

forward thinking modern design. Even now, 

Art Deco design retains an edgy, somewhat 

contemporary look, with it’s combination 

of often intricate geometric designs and 

striking use of both curves and straight 

lines. Typically Art Deco products were 

made from chrome and stainless steel, the 

sleek colour of silver lending itself well to 

the modern ideals underpinning the style, 

showcasing the very best in craftsmanship.

Linear lever handle from 
£64, The Period Ironmonger 
(theperiodironmonger.co.uk)

Slimline door knocker from 
£68.05, Period House Store 
(periodhousestore.co.uk)

Chrome letter plate from £28.22, Handles4Homes 
(handles4homes.co.uk)

Knock out
Founded in 2010, Grace 

and Glory has a passion for 

producing stylish items for 

the modern period home. 

This glorious lion’s head 

door knocker cast in solid 

brass has a polished fi nish 

and beautiful detailing.

(graceandgloryhome.co.uk)
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victorian
Cast iron was a popular metal used on 

door furniture in the fi rst half of the 

century, designs for door knobs, knockers 

and hinges echoed back to the previous 

century with designs like lions heads, 

dolphins and urns. By 1850 the use of 

brass became more widespread and front 

doors had shining brass bell pulls, fi nger 

plates and letter boxes. A very imposing 

sight. Cast iron foot scrapers were also 

a traditional feature beside a front door. 

House numbers engraved on glass panels 

or in metal began to appear on front 

doors. The most relevant fi nishes to 

choose for a Victorian house are black 

iron or brass which can be smooth or 

rough cast brass in fi nish.

Brass twisted rope door 
knob, £45.50 per pair
willowandstone.co.uk

Ironmongery
Bell Pull or Push

Originally, the pull would operate the bell via a cable, 

but with the advent of electricity, push buttons became 

more common.

Escutcheon

The cover for the keyhole would often be highly 

decorated and made from the same material as the 

other fi ttings.

Finger plate

Finger plates were often in pairs: the larger one above the 

knob and the smaller plate below. They were sometimes 

in glass or porcelain; and might be plain or decorated.

Knocker

The knocker, if present, was usually placed centrally on 

the door, and at about head height.

Letter Plate

Letter plates or boxes came in after the introduction of 

pre-paid postage stamps. They were in brass and iron, 

and elaborate. Commonly the plate was cast or stamped 

from a sheet of metal, and decorated with fretwork. Iron 

ones were sometimes painted to match the door.

Lock

Mortise locks, set into the closing stile of the door, were 

generally used on the front door. As the 19th century 

went on, these locks were fi tted to the more important 

internal doors. 

Numerals

Often painted onto the glass above the front door, or on 

the woodwork. Alternatively, the numbers would be on 

an enamelled or engraved plate. In the case of the latter, 

black wax could be used to highlight the numerals.

Pull

Front doors sometimes had a special large knob or a 

handle for pulling the door closed.

Door knocker, £41.50,
morehandles.co.uk

Black iron lever door handle, 
£48.00, The Victorian Emporium
thevictorianemporium.com

Letter plate, from £27.89, morehandles.co.uk
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SOLID OAK FLOORING PRE-FINISHED & DISTRESSED FLOORS NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS

OAK STAIRCASES & WINDOWS OAK DOORS & PORCHES OAK DECKING & BEAMS

So you think all window companies are the 
same... think again!

Tel: 01634 261757
6 Orchard Street, Rainham,  

Gillingham ME8 9AA
email: orchardwindows@outlook.com

Residence 9 is the perfect replacement window system for 
traditional properties and homes within conservation areas  
requiring new windows due to its period styling. 

www.orchardwindowskent.com

mailto:orchardwindows@outlook.com
http://www.orchardwindowskent.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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DB Specialist Joinery Ltd  produces bespoke internal and 

external joinery including windows, doors, staircases & 

furniture for Shop fi tters, Builders, Developers, Architects 

and private customers in the Kent and London area.

Boleyn House, Lakesview International Business Park, 

Hersden, Canterbury CT3 4GP

Tel: 01227 712353 | www.dbsj.co.uk

http://www.dbsj.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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I
t’s an almighty task for a small local fi rm but, working nearly 100 

feet up, Dolmen Conservation has literally risen to the challenge!

High inside Canterbury Cathedral, the iconic building at the centre 

of worldwide Anglican faith, Dolmen’s skilled team of carpenters 

have been inspecting, conserving and where necessary replacing the 

woodwork holding up the extensive lead roof, much of it centuries old.

The work is part of a £24.7 million fi ve-year project called The 

Canterbury Journey, necessary to safeguard the beautiful building – 

including making the roof watertight - for generations to come.  The 

western end of the cathedral is being both restored and enhanced, with 

repairs to the west towers, nave roof and Christ Church Gate. A new 

Welcome Centre for visitors is also included in the plan.

As a Kentish family fi rm just down the road near Ashford, Dolmen is 

delighted to have been appointed as the specialist carpentry contractors 

to such a prestigious project of international importance. “It’s a 

wonderful opportunity to showcase what we can do,” says project 

manager Jack Massey.

HEAVENLY 
HEIGHTS
We climb up and inside the roof of Canterbury 

Cathedral with the carpenters appointed to work 

on a massive five-year conservation project.

www.dolmen-conservation.co.uk

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/heritage/the-canterbury-journey

http://www.dolmen-conservation.co.uk
http://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/heritage/the-canterbury-journey
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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The cathedral was rebuilt from 1070 after 

a disastrous fire, on the site of St Augustine’s 

original church. There have been additions 

over the centuries, but some very old parts 

have survived. The nave, for example, is more 

than 600 years old. Some of the roof timbers 

are from trees originally felled in 1398, says 

Joel Hopkinson who leads the on-site team. 

“It’s a real privilege to work on the most 

important cathedral in the country,” he adds.

The first thing to be done last summer was 

to survey the structure. That was last done 

in 1860. “No-one had looked at it for 150 

years,” says Joel. The lead was peeled back 

and problems assessed and identified, which 

included leaking gutters and some rot.

There is a large team working on the 

Canterbury Journey including a project 

director, a head of conservation, architects, 

and heritage consultants.

Dolmen completed a phase of work on the 

nave roof at the end of March – work which 

included replacing all the roof battens with 

hemlock, and some other structural timbers 

using dried oak and Douglas fir. Their own 

managed woodland in the Kent countryside 

is cut in their sawmill and joinery workshop 

at Woodchurch.

The team is now working above the quire 

to ensure the space is ready to receive new 

cathedral organ pipes in late summer as 

part of a separate cathedral project. Access 

hatches are being installed to make future 

maintenance easier.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Dolmen’s ethos is to deliver a high-

quality, intelligent approach to the repair 

and conservation of historic buildings. 

They are also currently working on 

Westminster Hall, and previous projects 

include Herstmonceux Castle in Sussex. 

They won an English Heritage award 

in 2011 for Best Craftsmanship on 

Westenhanger Castle near Hythe. The 

Canterbury Cathedral contract is a real 

flagship project, though.

“This is the hardest I have ever 

worked,” admits Joel, who has worked 

for Dolmen for 15 years. “But it’s an 

honour and a privilege.”

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Employed Skilled Workforce | Renovations & Extensions 
Conversions & Alterations | Design & Build   

T: 01233 770077

Smarden Business Estate, TN27 8QL

A.T. Palmer Ltd
RESTORATION SPECIALISTS EST.1949 atpalmer.co.uk

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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www.future-construction.com
For estimate requests, please contact:

info@futureconstructionkent.com  Tel: 01843 823905 

• New builds & extensions • Repairs & maintenance 

& bathrooms • Carpentry and joinery specialists

http://www.future-construction.com
mailto:info@futureconstructionkent.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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7 Eaves Court, Bonham Drive, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3RY

Specialist in brick,  
stone and flint

Repointing and  
driveways

CONTACT 
Tel: 07979 050871

Email:
alecbc@btinternet.com

A.C. BRICKWORK

mailto:alecbc@btinternet.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Repairs and maintenance

Kent Peg Tiling & Listed 
Building Specialists
High quality work by experienced 
multi award winning craftsmen .

Lead and chimney work

Listed and period properties

Slating & mathematical tiling

Conservation and renovation specialists

For free Quotations & Advice call 01797 270268
           or visit www.kentpegs.com

http://www.kentpegs.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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EXTENDING A  
LISTED BUILDING 

problem or opportunity?
architect peter king outlines the main approaches  

to extending a historic building

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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M
any people who aquire Listed 

buildings and buildings in 

conservation areas are enthralled 

by the character of their buildings, and 

genuinely seek to live in and maintain them 

in a sympathetic manner. This can mean in 

some extreme cases compressing their lives 

and all their possessions into what were often 

quite small and awkwardly planned buildings. 

The desired home layout 

of today’s family is, to 

put it mildly, not one 

that the builder of their 

listed home would have 

recognised 300 years 

ago. ‘Media’ rooms, 

computer studies, en-suites, utility rooms 

and kitchen/dining areas open to the garden 

– are all seemingly essential ‘today’ items of 

accommodation that the 

17th century builder would 

just scratch his head at. 

Open planning itself is 

seen as most desirable also 

today, yet much historic 

property is stoically cellular 

in construction. There are 

so many potential problems 

in getting what we want 

out of a building built at 

a time when things were, 

shall we say, ‘simpler’. So 

the option of extending is 

frequently dismissed out 

of hand, as listed building 

owners have all heard 

rumours from neighbours 

and friends of planning 

refusals, nitpicking, and 

extended delays. Whether or not the rumours 

are accurate there is a strong disincentive to try 

extending historic – particularly listed property.

My experience in extending listed property as 

an architect has often brought me into contact 

with this supposed difficulty, but the evidence 

of my experience is the opposite. Extending 

listed buildings and buildings in conservation 

areas is really not so difficult, though there is 

a knack to it. Two 

relatively recent 

extensions carried 

out by my practice 

are examples of what 

can be achieved 

in the context of 

historic buildings of strong character. 

The first property is a detached stone-built 

Cotswold cottage. It is well detached from 

“Extending listed buildings and 

buildings in conservation areas  

is really not so difficult, though  

there is a knack to it.”

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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its neighbours so planning concerns about 

proximity and overlooking were not obstacles. 

The south extension, containing a kitchen 

and family dining area, is a version of one of 

the main approaches to extending a historic 

property – ‘playing the game’. This approach 

involves using similar materials and details 

to the existing property, but trying to achieve 

something distinctive and new with it – not 

just copying. ‘Playing the game’ extensions can 

easily fall into the trap of being unimaginative, 

even ingratiating. So it is important to have 

something up one’s sleeve to make it distinctive. 

Here we pulled the first floor away from the 

gable of the extension (that 

is called ‘gallerying’ the 

floor) allowing us to put up 

a one-and-a-half storey high 

bay window there. We then 

attached a small pool to the 

bay, the purpose being to reflect the dappled 

patterns of light reflecting off the pool onto 

the walls and ceiling of the extension, rather 

like those you see on the underside of a bridge. 

The galleried floor contains a study from which 

one can see the constantly changing patterns 

of water below, and the casements of the bay 

window all open leaving the gable end nearly 

completely open to the elements when desired. 

I was very careful to use materials to match 

the existing cottage – stone and jointwork 

exactly to match, timber windows, cast iron 

rainwater goods, a leaded roof over the dormer, 

and conservation rooflights (the real ones). 

The difference is in what we did with those 

materials.

A point worth noting is that the planning 

conservation officer supported this extension 

– we encountered no planning difficulties 

at any point. No nitpicking. No delays. This 

extension won a RIBA regional award after it 

was completed.

Here is another extension, but in a very 

different context. This one is a new lounge 

to the rear of a substantial sandstone villa in 

Glasgow, completed last year. The existing 

building is not listed, but it is in a conservation 

area. This extension illustrates a completely 

different response to a historic building. It is 

an ‘intervention style’ extension, where what 

one does is try to contrast the extension with 

the existing building as much as possible. 

Obviously there is skill needed here, as 

contrasting extensions 

can easily denigrate or 

overwhelm the existing 

historic building if they 

are too ‘shouty’. Yet this is 

an approach much loved 

of planners and architects, as it allows one to 

easily visually separate the old from the new, 

and there is little chance of an ingratiating 

characterless copy of the existing as can easily 

happen with the ‘playing the game’ type of 

extension.

The extension in Glasgow has a flat roof in 

order to simplify what could have been quite 

a messy set of roof junctions were it pitched 

roofed. We also wanted to use a flat roof to 

give the extension a contemporary feel, so 

enhancing the sense of this extension being 

a contrast to the existing. Moreover the wall 

material is very different to the existing  – it 

is largely timber – in this case untreated 

Douglas Fir left to go silver with time. All of 

these aspects make it look like something very 

different to the existing, but something in 

sympathy with the existing building rather 

“If you have a listed 

building don’t be afraid of 

extending it.”

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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New lounge to the rear of a substantial sandstone villa in Glasgow

than a shouty ‘look at me’ extension that would 

detract from the existing building. Honestly, it 

is as self-effacing as we could make it.

The planners supported this extension too. 

Their planning report said ‘the concept of 

the proposed extension may be supported 

in terms of policy in that it is of quality, 

innovative design... providing a contemporary 

yet complementary modern addition to the 

traditional stone property’. Note here that 

the planners are stating their support for an 

‘intervention’, i.e. contrasting style of extension. 

Not all extensions to historic buildings need to 

be of ‘playing the game’ type. Quite often an 

‘intervention’ style may be a more successful 

approach, depending upon the individual 

circumstances of the building.

So there you have it. Two very different ways 

a historic building can be successfully extended 

without sullying its character: ‘playing the 

game’ or ‘intervention style’. 

If you have a listed building don’t be afraid 

of extending it. A sensitively designed and 

built extension will prolong the useful life of a 

historic building, and that is a good thing for 

the historic building, and it is often seen as a 

good thing by planners too. Plus plus.

USEFUL CONTACTS:
Rooflights by:  

The Rooflight Company  

Tel: 01993 830613.

Architect: Carden King Partnership  

Tel: 01367 253330.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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auction
and summer fair

discover brogdale presents

Antique, vintage and retro 
furniture and collectib les

Pippins

saturday, 23rd June from 10am

auction starts at 12.30pm

at Grow at Brogdale,
brogdale farm, brogdale road

faversham Me13 8xz 

(auction preview starts at 10am)

FIBRE 
& FLEECE

Miniature railway

Face painting

BBQ

Local produce

Stalls

Walking orchard tours

FREE parking & entry

Craft demonstrations

Food & drink

Live music

 Cider tasting

 Licensed bar

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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kentish
food   •  drink  •   produce

Local & loving it
Our county is packed full of fine food and drink.  
From furrow to orchard, from marsh to shore -  

Kent is crammed with foodie delights.   

Fabulous locally produced food includes just-caught fish; 
superb oysters; tender Romney Marsh lamb;  

sweet soft fruit and tangy apples. Wash it down  
with locally-made, world-class wine; a crisp cider  

or a traditionally brewed beer. 

All this makes Kent an outstanding place to eat out.  
From contemporary Michelin-starred restaurants to 

characterful eateries graced by log fires or stunning sea 
views. Kent offers everything from fine dining and gourmet 

Asian cuisine, to great grub in rural pubs.

Kent is also renowned for its orchards abundant  
with apples, pears and cherries. Fertile soil, a  

favourable climate and centuries-old expertise  
create prime growing conditions.   

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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THE OLD NEPTUNE
A truly pleasurable experience

LIVE MUSIC 
SATURDAY 9PM,  SUNDAY 6PM

FOOD SERVED DAILY FROM 12 - 4PM 
WEEK DAYS, 5PM - 8.30PM

Marine Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1EJ
01227 272262 • www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk

Th eoldneptune

17th century village pub, near the Pilgrims Way, set in 
rolling downland countryside. An inglenook log fi re gives a 

warm welcome in winter. Good quality, locally sourced food 
served. No children under 14 allowed in bar or restaurant. 

No vegetarian options avaialable.

Open Wednesday - Saturday, 7pm - 11pm 
Sunday lunch 12-2pm.  Reservation required.

Th e Street, Wormshill, Sittingbourne ME9 0TU 
Tel: 01622 884386

N 

Ar ms

o   p

Ar ms
Blacksmith’sBlacksmith’s

CHESTFIELD BARN

A warm welcome awaits you at the Chestfi eld Barn, an historic 14th Century bar and 
restaurant in the heart of  Kent. Th e Barn off ers everything from classic to gourmet food, with 

an envied selection of drinks & fi ne wines. Warm and friendly atmosphere. Food all freshly 
cooked and locally sourced.

101 Chestfi eld Road, Chestfi eld, Whitstable CT5 3LU
Tel: 01227 793086 | www.thechestfi eldbarn.co.uk | email:info@thechestfi eldbarn.co.uk

s t

http://www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk
http://www.thechestfi
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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MAKE TIME FOR TEA
Afternoon tea is just a little bit Naughty, but a whole lot Nice!

A 
pot of properly-brewed tea accompanied 

by tiers of tempting treats and served 

in an elegant salon may be the ultimate 

guilt-free indulgence. At a civilised hour and not 

necessarily with any alcohol - though a small glass 

of Prosecco or Champagne might be on offer for a 

special occasion – there’s no risk of next-day regret. 

As for the waistline, well, you could just promise 

yourself a brisk walk or an extra session in the gym. 

Remember, a little bit of fondant fancy does you 

good…

Perfect presentation and an attractive ambience 

are important parts of the experience, enhanced by 

beautiful china, exquisite cakes, perfectly-formed 

sandwiches and tasty tea:  a pleasure for the senses of 

sight, scent and taste, and maybe the ear, too, 

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Host the perfect 
tea party

Select a date and send out 
handwritten invitations.
Dress the part – tea parties are 
special.
Switch on the music – sipping 
tea whilst listening to genteel 
classical music creates the perfect 
atmosphere.
Prepare your food in advance and 
display on plates, cake stands and 
trays.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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if there’s a piano present or other soothing 

background music.

We have Queen Catherine of Braganza, wife 

of Charles II, to thank for our British tradition 

of tea-drinking. She fell in love with the drink 

and introduced it to the royal court and the 

aristocracy. The 7th Duchess of Bedford is 

believed to have invented the idea of ‘afternoon 

tea’. At this time it was an expensive drawing-

room luxury but, as prices settled, tea rooms 

opened up everywhere as respectable alternatives 

to pubs, especially for ladies!

Since then, tea has been a prominent feature of 

British culture, yet it continues to reinvent itself 

with a whole range of varieties now available 

under supermarket labels as well as from 

specialist companies. Putting on the kettle for a 

brew is a comforting part of everyday life, but 

going out for tea turns the humble cuppa into 

something way more special.

The best hotels pride themselves on attention 

to detail in their afternoon offering. The 

Connaught in London, for example, says its 

tea-time concept is a combination of tradition 

and fun. Finger sandwiches (uncut until the last 

possible moment to avoid drying out) and classic 

scones are served on elegant plates alongside the 

pastry chefs’ newest designs featuring seasonal 

flavours. Each cake is treated like a jewel: small, 

elegant, perfectly formed and precisely placed. 

Delicious, too! 

A good waiter will help negotiate an ideally 

long list of beverages, including Assam, Oolong, 

Darjeeling, Lapsang Souchong, Earl Grey or a 

caffeine-free herbal. Of course the tea will be 

loose-leaf, presented in a pot, with a strainer, to 

be poured into beautiful cups by one of the table 

guests at the optimum moment. Our very own 

tea ceremony…

Frasers, Egerton
Frasers offers more than just the quintessential 

afternoon tea. Come, relax and while away a 

few hours in our 2 AA Rosette restaurant and 

savour the delights of the “Frasers” version of 

this English institution.

Your afternoon tea begins with a delicious 

selection of homemade savoury tarts and 

sausage rolls made with the finest locally 

sourced ingredients. Following this a range 

of our exquisite miniature finger sandwiches, 

including, home roasted mustard glazed 

gammon and egg mayonnaise to name a few.

Now for the cakes... Frasers legendary Gold 

Award winning carrot cake, delectable lemon 

drizzle,  homemade scones, local cream and 

“Frasers” homemade preserves, and if you still 

have room, a selection of homemade patisseries. 

All served with a selection of Pluckley tea and 

coffee, or infusions.  

www.frasers-events.co.uk 

http://www.frasers-events.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Style the 
perfect table

Vintage lace is a big trend this 
summer. Lay the table with a lace 
cloth and napkins to add a 1930s 
feel.
Distressed silver trays are the 
sophisticated way to serve cups 
of tea.
Silk or fresh fl owers can be 
arranged to pretty up the table.
Tiered cake stands and vintage 
bone china are a must –  mix and 
match for an eclectic look.

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Chiddingstone Castle
Choose from delicious homemade cakes, 

scones, light lunches, cream teas, coffee, tea and 

locally produced wine, cider, fruit juices and ice 

creams. The freshly-baked scones are legendary, 

the clotted cream delivered weekly from 

Cornwall and all teas are served on traditional 

vintage china.

 www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk   

The Secret Garden
Afternoon Tea at the Secret Garden consists 

of a selection of dainty fi nger sandwiches, a 

selection of yummy homemade cakes (cake 

selection changes daily), extra large scones 

with Wooden Spoon Jam, strawberries, clotted 

cream and lots and lots piping hot tea and 

coffee. Served from 2.30pm to 5pm Tuesday to 

Saturday (Sunday and Mondays 4pm)

 www.secretgardenkent.co.uk   

Whitstable Castle
The Orangery, at Whitstable Castle, is an 

atmospheric setting for home-cooked café food. 

Cream teas make it an enjoyable place to spend 

a summer afternoon amid the splendour of the 

extensive Whitstable Castle gardens. 

www.whitstablecastle.co.uk.

Hythe Imperial
Afternoon tea has become one of the most 

ultimate indulgences, and it doesn’t get much 

better than the way it’s served at the Hythe 

Imperial with its own Afternoon Parlour which 

is located at the front of the hotel overlooking 

the gardens and being decorated as an 

elegant salon with Victoria styled China and 

Champagne Bowls. www.hytheimperial.co.uk   

http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk
http://www.secretgardenkent.co.uk
http://www.whitstablecastle.co.uk
http://www.hytheimperial.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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KENT’S BEST KEPT SECRET

Sunday Lunch at the Farm
Frasers is delighted to announce the launch of our Sunday Roast Family Farm Style. Offering a delicious 

selection of heart warming starters for the table to share, pre order a delicious locally-sourced joint of 

meat and dessert for the table to share.

Afternoon tea at the Farm
Indulge in a Quintessential Afternoon Tea with traditional fi nger sandwiches, savoury tartlet, sausage 

rolls, a selection of cakes, freshly baked scones served with clotted cream and homemade strawberry jam, 

a pot of tea and optional glass of Prosecco. Afternoon tea is available Tuesday to Sunday from 1pm-4pm. 

Pre booking required, we can cater for special dietary requirements including gluten free afternoon teas.   

Bespoke Private Functions
Looking for a unique venue to celebrate that special Birthday, Anniversary or Corporate event? We have 

a long established reputation for providing exquisite private dining for 20-40 guests in our traditional 

Kentish Oak Barn. We offer bespoke menus from £35.00 per person.

www.frasersegerton.co.uk  • info@frasersegerton.co.uk

Coldharbour Farm, Barham’s Mill Rd, Egerton, Kent TN27 9DD  • Tel: 01233 756122

http://www.frasersegerton.co.uk
mailto:info@frasersegerton.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Elegant food deserves to be served beautifully. For the perfect afternoon tea party 
THE PERFECT TREAT

  

 

 
www.bridgman.co.uk

Vera Wang cake slice and  
George at Asda

 

Chapel Down  
 

 
 

Waitrose

http://www.bridgman.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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OPENING TIMES

Lunch: Tue - Sun 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings: Tue - Mon 6pm - 9.30pm

41 Harbour Street, Whitstable CT5 1AH Tel: 01227 265337
www.birdieswhitstable.com

Birdies is one of Whitstable’s oldest family run restaurants, serving brilliant 

Good Food, Real Service

Th e Royal Oak is set in the picturesque village of Blean in Kent, 
surrounded by open fi elds and uninterrupted views.

We serve delicious homemade food, sourcing local ingredients 
wherever possible to serve you the fi nest, freshest produce available.

140 Blean Common, 
Canterbury  CT2 9JJ 

Reservations: 01227 760149
www.royaloakblean.com

http://www.royaloakblean.com
http://www.birdieswhitstable.com
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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win
afternoon tea for 

two at Frasers
FRASERS and CONSERVATION NEWS are 
giving you the chance to win afternoon tea 
with a glass of bubbly for you and a friend.

For your chance to win, please email your 
name, address and telephone number to 

dawn@cnkent.co.uk.

Closing date for entries is 16th July 2018

Coldharbour Farm Egerton Nr.Ashford TN27 9DD 
Telephone: 01233 756122 www.frasersegerton.co.uk

mailto:dawn@cnkent.co.uk
http://www.frasersegerton.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk


88  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Summer 2018

SERVES 
TEN

Recipes from Afternoon Tea at Bramble Café 

by Mat Follas; Photography by Steve Painter

Published by Ryland Peters & Small

88  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Summer 2018
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METHOD
Preparation time: 20 minutes  Cooking time: 5 minutes

Start with the topping. Place the berries in a bowl and add the 

lemon juice and sugar. Mix together and leave to infuse.

For the base, melt the butter in a small pan over a low heat. In a 

food processor, blitz the digestive biscuits to a rough crumb, then 

add the melted butter. Blitz the mixture once more until combined. 

Press the buttery biscuit into the base of the lined pan, then place in 

the refrigerator for 30 minutes. While the base is chilling, prepare 

the cheesecake layer. Whisk the soft cheese and icing/confectioners’ 

sugar together, then add the cream. Whisk until smooth.

Back to the topping, place the gelatine sheet in cold water for 5 

minutes to soften. Strain off the juice from the berries into a small 

saucepan and heat until bubbles just start to form. Remove from 

the heat and add the gelatine, then stir until it is fully dissolved. 

Add the fruit to the saucepan and fold the mixture to coat the fruit.

Remove the base from the refrigerator and carefully spoon over the 

soft cheese mixture, smoothing the top. Now carefully spoon over 

the berry and juice mixture to form an even layer on the top of the 

cheesecake.

Place back in the refrigerator for 3-4 hours, or overnight, before 

carefully removing from the cake pan and peeling off the clingfi lm/

plastic wrap. To portion, use a hot knife to cut smoothly. Serve 

chilled.

YOU WILL NEED
TOPPING

300g mixed berries

freshly squeezed juice of 
1⁄2 lemon

30g caster/granulated 

sugar

1 sheet gelatine

BASE

100g butter

250 g digestive biscuits

CHEESECAKE LAYER

600g soft cheese

100g icing/confectioners’ 

sugar

300ml double cream

25-cm/10-inch round, 

loose-bottomed cake 

pan, lined with clingfi lm/

plastic wrap to create a 

smooth surface

BRAMBLE CHEESECAKE
This recipe is embarrassingly easy, but then cooking doesn’t have to be diffi cult. The result 

is anything but simple; sharp mixed berries, creamy smooth cheesecake and a crunchy 

buttery base make a wonderful combination. Topping the cheesecake with a glossy, fruity 

jelly gives it a dramatic and mouthwatering pop of colour and fl avour.

at bramble café

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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METHOD

Preparation time:20 minutes  Cooking time:10 minutes

In a saucepan, place the butter, sugar and golden/light corn syrup. 

Warm on a low heat until melted and stir to mix together.

In a mixing bowl, grate 100 g/31⁄2 oz. of the milk chocolate, then add 

the dried fruit and nuts, strawberries and crushed digestive biscuits. 

Pour in the melted butter, sugar and syrup mixture. Fold together until 

thoroughly mixed, then spoon into the lined brownie pan. Smooth the 

tiffi n base to make it level, then place in the refrigerator for 15 minutes.

Melt the white chocolate by breaking it up and heating three-quarters of 

it in a microwave on high in a microwaveable bowl. Use the microwave 

in 10-second bursts, stirring the chocolate in-between until it is all 

melted. Now, add the remaining one-quarter and mix together to form 

a smooth, just-melted chocolate.

Remove the tiffi n base from the refrigerator and pour the white 

chocolate over the top. Tilt the pan until the topping covers the tiffi n 

base and is smooth and even. Now melt the remaining milk chocolate 

in the same way (melting three-quarters of it, then adding the fi nal one-

quarter at the end).

Pour the milk chocolate over the white chocolate in thin lines. Use a 

cocktail stick/toothpick to drag the milk chocolate over the surface to 

form patterns. Return to the refrigerator for at least an hour, before 

removing and portioning with a hot knife.

YOU WILL NEED
250g butter

120g caster/

granulated sugar

120g golden/light corn 

syrup

200g milk chocolate

100g mixed dried fruit and 

nuts (almonds, sultanas/

golden raisins, cherries)

100g fresh strawberries, 

chopped

450g digestive biscuits 

crushed

450g white chocolate

WHITE CHOCOLATE & STRAWBERRY TIFFIN
Delicious with coffee, these tiffi ns are fun to make with children. 

Be inventive with swirly toppings and fi llings.

WIN A COPY
For your chance to win a copy of Afternoon Tea at Bramble 

Café, please email your name, address and telephone number to 

dawn@cnkent.co.uk.

Closing date for entries is 16th July 2018

Good luck!

mailto:dawn@cnkent.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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MAKES 
18

91Summer 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk
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75 High Street, Bridge, nr Canterbury CT4 5LB
Tel 01227 832213 Email: rene@redlionbridge.co.uk www.redlionbridge.co.uk

Th e Red Lion Inn is a sophisticated bolt 
hole, boasting homemade food using 
local produce.

Th e enthusiastic staff  and friendly hosts  
will make your experience a relaxing 
and enjoyable one; and with a large 
south facing beer garden you can enjoy 
the sunshine all day long.

SUMMER EVENTS
Mid Summer Fete 
Saturday 16th June 2pm - 4.30pm

René’s Birthday 
Saturday 14th July from 4pm

Le Jog Fundraiser
Saturday 11th August 
from 4pm
Help us to raise £10,000 for

THE RED LION INN - BRIDGE

mailto:rene@redlionbridge.co.uk
http://www.redlionbridge.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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LOWER HARDRES 
FARM SHOP

�  In-house butchery selling chickens, local 
game, pork, beef and lamb

� Dried fruits, nuts, seasoning and spices

� Home-reared spring lamb

�  Fruit, vegetables and salad, sourced as 
locally as possible

� Cheese and deli products

� 

� Skinners dog food

� Local wines and ciders
� 

www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk   Tel: 01227 700947 email: info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
Lower Hardres Farm, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 5NU

A P

PICK 
YOUR OWN

Call for details

http://www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
mailto:info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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JUNE
FRIDAY 1ST, 8TH &15TH
Egerton

SATURDAY 2ND
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye; Sandgate

SUNDAY 3RD
Ashford; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

TUESDAY 5TH, 12TH, 19TH 
& 26TH
Capel-le-Ferne; 
Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY 6TH
Lamberhurst

THURSDAY 7TH, 14TH, 
21ST & 28TH
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld 

SATURDAY 9TH
Bridge; Headcorn; Hythe; 
Offham; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall); 
Whitstable

SUNDAY 10TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Tonbridge 

SATURDAY 16TH
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding; 
Sandgate

SUNDAY 17TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

FRIDAY 22ND
Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 23RD
Bearsted; Bridge; Cranbookl 
Hythe; Sevenoaks; Tunbridge 
Wells (Town Hall); Whitstable

SUNDAY 24TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville; 
Dover; West Malling

JULY
SUNDAY 1ST
Ashford; Bishops Park; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

TUESDAY 3RD, 10TH, 
17TH, 24TH & 31ST
Capel-le-Ferne; 
Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY 4TH
Lamberhurst

THURSDAY 5TH, 12TH, 
19TH & 26TH
Charing; Rolvenden, 
Shipbourn; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 6TH, 13TH, 
20TH & 27TH
Egerton

Kent Kent 
Farmers’ MarketsFarmers’ Markets
! !
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SATURDAY 7TH
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Sandgate; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

SUNDAY 8TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Marden; Tonbridge

SATURDAY 14TH
Bridge, Headcorn, Hythe, 
Offham, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge 
Wells(Town Hall)

SUNDAY 15TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

SATURDAY 21ST
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding; 
Sandgate

SUNDAY 22ND
Bishops Park; Dover; 
West Malling

SATURDAY 28TH
Bearsted; Bridge; 
Cranbrook; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Town Hall)’ Whitstable

SUNDAY 29TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville

AUGUST
WEDNESDAY 1ST
Lamberhurst

THURSDAY 2ND, 9TH, 
16TH, 23RD & 30TH
Charing; Rolvenden; 
Shipbourne; Whitfi eld

FRIDAY 3RD, 10TH, 
17TH & 31ST
Egerton

SATURDAY 4TH
Penshurst; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles); 
Wye; Sandgate 

SUNDAY 5TH
Ashford; Bishops Park; 
East Farleigh; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

TUESDAY 7TH, 14TH, 21ST 
& 28TH
Capel-Le-Ferne; 
Hildenborough

SATURDAY 11TH
Bridge; Headcorn; 
Hythe; Offham; 

Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Town Hall); Whitstable

SUNDAY 12TH
Bishops Park; Herne Bay; 
Lenham; Marden; 
Tonbridge

SATURDAY 18TH
Sevenoaks; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye; Yalding; 
Sandgate

SUNDAY 19TH
Aylesford; Bishops Park; 
Rochester; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

FRIDAY 24TH 
Egerton; Maidstone

SATURDAY 25TH
Bearsted; Bridge; 
Cranbrook; Hythe; 
Knockholt; Sevenoaks; 
Tunbridge Wells (Town Hall)
Whitstable

SUNDAY 27TH
Bishops Park; Cliftonville; 
Dover; West Malling

Visit www.kfma.org.uk 
for more information

95Summer 2018 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk
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Summer isn’t summer without that chilled glass 

of rosé, but with so many to choose from, it’s 

difficult to narrow it down to a handful! Having 

tasted a number over the last few weeks, here are 

wine expert Rowena Hawtin’s recommendations.

  life through

 rosé
 tinted glasses

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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Gribble Bridge Sparkling Rose 

2014 Biddenden vineyards  

This delicious sparkling wine is 

made from 100% Gamay grape 

– the main grape for the red 

wine Beaujolais. It’s made in an 

off dry style with aromas of of 

rose petals and fl avours of sweet 

summer fruit (strawberries and 

raspberries) slight acidity – a 

defi nite winner! £23.50.

Cremant de Loire Brut 

rosé, Bouvet

An excellent sparkling wine made in 

the traditional way, it’s made from 

Cabernet Franc – the red grape of 

the Loire valley. With a delicate pink 

colour, an elegant bouquet with 

raspberry aromas its   really well 

balanced with crisp acidity – enjoy 

with meaty, oily fi sh.

Nanette’s English Rose

Hush Heath, Staplehurst

Hush Heath is a family owned Tudor estate 

just outside Staplehurst Kent. During the last 

18 months, they have been 

undergoing a huge expansion 

programme. Many of their wines 

are named after the family’s 

children and Nanette is the 

producer’s youngest daughter. 

Although a still wine, it is made 

from the Champagne grapes 

of Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier 

and Chardonnay and is a very 

similar colour to a typical rosé from Provence. 

A delicious summer wine with ripe apples and 

strawberries on the nose and a smooth silky 

fi nish. £16.50.

English rosé, 

Chapel Down 2017

Lovey rose made from Pinot Noir, 

Pinot Meunier and Regent, it has 

lovey aromas of strawberries and 

cream with redcurrants and fl oral 

notes on the palate – which leads 

to a crisp, refreshing fi nish. Enjoy 

at lunchtime with a light salad or 

during those lovely warm evenings 

of summer BBQs with friends.

Chateau de Minuty Rosé 

Provence 2017

Provence is the home of rosé in 

France and Chateau de Minuty is 

located in St Tropez with vineyards 

overlooking the Mediterranean. A 

pale, honeysuckle pink, it has fresh 

aromas of citrus fruit and blossom 

which gives way to summer fruits 

on the palate which just melt in 

your mouth. As a suggestion, drink 

this with seafood, mozzarella and 

sun ripened tomatoes or just enjoy on its own.

If you would like to see my latest events and 

wine tastings visit my website

 www.discoverthevine.co.uk or have a look at 

my wine tasting packages with can be tailored 

to your individual preferences. Get to know 

your wine with Discover the Vine. #winelady

Rosé Wines
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Selling or Letting Your Property?

Independent Estate & Letting Agents with Offices in Kent and 
London Providing Bespoke Marketing for Rural & Village Homes.
Call us for Confidential Advice on 01233 713127

www.saddlersresidential.co.uk

Online, In Person, Your Complete Service

http://www.saddlersresidential.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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LYON HOUSE, PETHAM

A 
handsome and prominent Grade 

II listed detached period property 

featuring extensive and versatile 

accommodation arranged over three floors 

including garage, driveway and a detached two 

storey outbuilding, formerly the village bakery, 

set in a central position in the beautiful Kent 

village of Petham.

Lyon House is a classically attractive and 

welcoming family home which has, during its 

life, played an important part of village life in 

Petham, once being the village shop and also the 

village bakery.

Originally built in medieval times with later 

additions, the accommodation now comprises a 

light and airy drawing room which incorporates 

the old shop space and a cosy sitting room with 

feature fireplace, a generously proportioned 

dining room, fitted kitchen with Rangemaster, 

a double cellar, master bedroom suite with 

dressing room (which could easily be divided 

to create an additional bedroom, subject to 

the relevant consents) and cloakroom, second 

bedroom with access to the family bathroom 

and two further double bedrooms on the second 

floor, each with ensuite bathrooms.

Outside, the property benefits from a 

garage to one side of the house and a driveway 

providing off road parking to the other.The rear 

garden is landscaped and arranged on several 

levels sloping upwards. The large patio area 

incorporates an outdoor swimming pool (now 

http://www.cnkent.co.uk
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disused) and provides access to the garden shed 

and garage. There is a lawned area and steps up 

to a further area of garden with greenhouse.

To the rear of the house, the former village 

bakery, a two storey brick building, currently 

used as a workshop/studio, provides a wonderful 

addition and offers the potential for an annexe, 

subject to planning permission.

Petham is a beautiful Kent village, lying 

some 5 miles south of the Cathedral city of 

Canterbury with its vast array of shopping, 

leisure and schooling facilities. The village is 

in a conservation area surrounded by miles 

of countryside designated as an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The area 

is well suited to outdoor enthusiasts with country 

walks and bike rides accessible from the front 

door.

PROPERTY DETAILS

Address: Petham, Kent 

Price: £695,000

For more information contact: Saddlers
Reed House, 1-3 Old Ashford Road,

Charing TN27 0JG Tel: 01233 713127

property@saddlersresidential.co.uk

www.saddlersresidential.co.uk

mailto:property@saddlersresidential.co.uk
http://www.saddlersresidential.co.uk
http://www.cnkent.co.uk


Do you know what  
your house is worth?

Either call us out for a free no obligation valuation or...
1. Go to our website www.andrewandco.co.uk

2. Click on our Free Instant Online Valuation banner

3. Fill in the form to receive your Free Instant Online Valuation

20 High Street, Charing TN27 0HX

Tel: (01233) 714886
charing@andrewandco.co.uk

Facebook: andrewco.co.uk
Twitter: @andrewandcoea

Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9.00 - 5.30 | Sat: 9.00 - 5.00 | Sun: Closed

http://www.andrewandco.co.uk
mailto:charing@andrewandco.co.uk


Period property 
specialist 

contractors

Unit 9, Barton Business Park, CT1 3AA

(by appointment only) Tel: 07977 027556

www.restorationlime.co.uk

restorationlime@gmail.com

  Period property restorations 

  Lime mortar pointing

  Brickwork repair and 
replacement 

  Lime mortar manufacture and 
sales

  Structural and crack repairs

  Period property damp 
problems solved 
with traditional methods 

  Lime rendering and plastering 

  FREE property survey

Tel: 01227 456933

http://www.restorationlime.co.uk
mailto:restorationlime@gmail.com


We believe in a 
different perspective.

You see a dresser. We see a kitchen.
That’s because we design our kitchen cabinets as pieces of furniture. 
The same materials, the same attention to detail. Inside and out. 
Kitchens from £10,000.

Neptune Canterbury, 01227 209300 
Neptune Tonbridge, 01732 351866

neptune.com/adifferentperspective


