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Ashford & Cranbrook Roofi ng

Now producing hand-made clay Kent Peg tiles for our customers
www.cranbrookroofing.co.uk

Tel: 01580 242925

Experts in heritage roofi ng
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Beautifully Handcrafted, Thoroughly Bespoke Kitchens, Designed and Made in Kent 

———————————————————————————————————- 

Our new Surrenden Manor Showroom is now open! 

Please call or email to arrange a design consultation  

Old Surrenden Manor, Bethersden, Ashford, Kent TN26 3DL | info@collinsbespoke.com | 01233 822595 | www.collinsbespoke.com 
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TAILORED HOME  
INSURANCE RIGHT DOWN  
TO THE FINEST DETAIL

For high-value properties and contents, including  
valuables, fine art and collections, choose  
NFU Mutual Bespoke home insurance.

To discuss your high value home insurance,
please call Chyna Kenward from the Canterbury 
and Sittingbourne agency on 01227 451088 or 
email chyna_kenward@nfumtual.co.uk

J J Hodge, D J R Isard & J W Garrett is an appointed representative of The 
National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).



Kent

Published by

CONSERVATION NEWS

www.cnkent.co.uk
Publisher

Dawn Long

Contributors
Susan Hubbard
Louise Tomlin

Rowena Hawtin
Sarah Morgan

Editor/Sales Manager
Dawn Long

Tel: 07725 732535
dawn@cnkent.co.uk

Design
Lynn Fasulo

Dandelion Design

© Conservation News 
(Kent) 2020

 
If you receive your copy of Conservation 
News by Royal Mail and wish to opt out 

of our mailing, please send an email  
to: dawn@cnkent.co.uk

All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part 
of this magazine is not permitted without 
written permission of the publisher. The 

publisher accepts no responsibility of any 
loss or damage in respect of any product or 

service that may be advertised.

Printed in the UK by Pensord

While leaf fall prompts thoughts of a hunker-down at home in 

front of the fi re, it may also be a good quiet time to fi t in a UK 

staycation - and why not make it a spectacular one? We have some 

splendid suggestions from The Landmark Trust, who restore 

interesting old properties then let them out for holidays. Exciting 

choices include castles, lighthouses and stately home estates.

The latest in their portfolio is Cobham Hall Dairy (featured in 

our spring magazine), where stained glass artist and conservator 

John Corley was involved in the restoration. We meet John in his 

Deal studio and learn of his inspiration from Canterbury Cathedral 

– and that he has just received a prestigious award.

Another man with a passion for preservation is Bob Lovell of 

the Antique Oak Flooring Company near Ashford. Bob is a keen 

advocate for saving and re-using beautiful old timber.

Talking of wood, in this autumnal issue our regular garden 

feature is all about tree-planting, and we also bite into the most 

popular tree fruit to discuss the versatility of apples! 

 Dawn

Welcomeautumn 2020

 The winner of The Pig: Tales & Recipes from the Kitchen Garden & Beyond was 
Simon Johnson from West Malling.
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53 Spectacular staycations 
  Explore and stay in listed buildings in  

the UK with The Landmark Trust

61 Master glass painter
 Louise Tomlin meets John Corley

86 Autumn apple recipes
  Two recipes using the best produce that 

Kent has to offer 

96 Rowena Hawtin’s wine column
  Chilean wine
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8 Gardening
 Autumn gardening

15 We need more trees for the future
  Get planting to save the planet! 

29 To the rescue... 
  We meet Bob Lovell, director of the  

Antique Oak Flooring Company

44  Houseplant haven
  The latest trends in indoor greenery to 

transform the look and feel of your home
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AUTUMN mGARDENING
Autumn is upon us, the evenings are gradually drawing in and winter is fast 

approaching. So what can garden owners look forward to in the autumn? This is the 

time for trees and hedging; fruit trees and fruit bushes; roses and bulbs; and garlic.

heritage orchard days

Make leaf mould
After gathering your fallen autumn leaves, don’t 

burn them or shove them in your green bin. 

Use them to make leaf mould, a fabulous free 

resource that will improve soil quality. Simply 

pack wet leaves into black bin bags together 

with a trowel of aren soil. Punch a few holes in 

the bags and leave them in an out-of-the-way 

corner of the garden. Your leaf mould will be 

ready in about 18 months.

On 26th/27th September and 17th/18th October 

Brogdale Collections is holding Heritage Orchard 

Days. Visitors will be able to enjoy orchard walks, fruit 

displays, juice tastings, a family apple trail, cider sales 

and more. With very few events taking place at the 

moment, these Orchard Days are a great opportunity 

to spend time outside with the family while enjoying 

some fresh Kent fruit.  Visitors will also be helping 

raise essential funds to save these unique orchards.

Visit www.brogdalecollections.org for more 

information and to book.

plant it now
Now’s the time to get busy planting bulbs, 

but don’t limit yourself to the usual daffs, 

tulips and snowdrops – throw some 

alliums irises and crocuses into the mix. 

Grape hyacinths (Muscari) are an absolute 

must-have. These feisty little gems aren’t 

picky about where you plant them and will 

provide vital nectar for early-flying bees.
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berried treasure
Why not include small berrying plants in your garden 

this autumn? Try Skimmia Japonica with its unbeatable 

display of bright red berries in your pots and hanging 

baskets. Pyracantha is an ideal evergreen shrub to 

grow against a wall or fence. It provides a valuable 

nesting site for birds and has fl owers that attract bees. 

Cotoneaster horizontalis makes an excellent choice if 

you need to cover a border and blackbirds, thrushes 

and waxwings will love the berries.

sweet pea top tips
For the very fi nest sweet pea blooms for cut 

fl owers, always sow in the autumn. Here are 

top tips for the best display possible.

• For bigger, better plants sow six seeds to a 

one litre pot or use deep root trainers.

• Don’t soak seeds; leave them on damp 

kitchen paper overnight, then nick any that 

have not swelled.

• If you want sweet peas in pots, grow old- 

fashioned or semi-dwarf varieties in as big 

a pot as possible. Feed well with seaweed or 

tomato fertiliser.

• Sweet peas like plenty of root room, 

moisture and a sunny spot.

• Keep picking; as soon as seeds are 

produced they will stop fl owering.

What to do now
•  Pick apples frequently before they become 

damaged so they won’t deteriorate in 
storage.

•  Revamp your bedding. Remove tired 
summer fl owers, then plant new frost-
tolerant ones.

•  Continue planting out spring bulbs, such 
as daffodils, hyacinths and crocuses.

• Make leaf mould.

• Harvest cabbages.

•  Plant lettuces in a cool greenhouse for 
daily salads this winter.

•  Collect and store seeds somewhere cool 
and dry until next spring.

FEED THE BIRDS
Feeding the birds in autumn is 
all about helping them through 
the moult and preparing them 
for cold winter months. With 
clever garden planting and a 
reliable supply of food in bird 
feeders, your garden birds will 
thrive through the autumn and 
beyond. 
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Old English Tools

Bench planes, chisels, axes, bill hooks, froes, 
draw shaves, side axes, early garden tools, 

blacksmith tools and carpenter’s tool chests. 

Cast iron log burners and � re grates.

Tools old and new bought for cash.

Workshops - sheds - farm buildings cleared.

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Standard Quay, Faversham ME13 7BS

Call Phil on 07796 343722 or 01622 884574

nk
bought and sold
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OPEN EVERY DAY
Following government guidelines with a one way system in place

• Specimen trees and shrubs

• Great seasonal colour

• Hedging and screening

• High-rise privacy screening

• Large selection of pots

• Cards and gifts

The Street, Preston Nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED

Tel: 01227 722250

Friday & Saturday - 9.00am - 5.00pm    Sunday-Thursday - 10.00am - 4.00pm

•  Garden furniture and water 
features

•  Kents only Kadai fi re bowl 
stockists

• Wheelchair friendly

• FREE Wifi 

• Coppers Bistro 
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MG Contracts is a family business with 32 years 
experience in building tennis courts and sport areas. 
The company provides free surveys and quotations. 
All courts are constructed to high specifications and 
are supported with a long guarantee.

Resurfacing and construction of all-weather tennis courts
Please contact us for further information
Manchester Road, Ninfield, East Sussex TN33 9JX. Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
mgsc@btconnect.com • www.martingurrtenissurfaces.co.uk

MG CONTRACTS
Tel: 01424 892265 or 07831 643835
Working in Kent & Sussex areas

BJ CESSPOOL SERVICES LTD

Tel 07796 282864 or 01233 624017

www.bjcesspool.co.uk

If you want someone who is reliable, 
careful and efficient to empty your 
cesspool, septic tank or treatment 
plant please call Barry or Fiona Spicer.

n Emergency blockages

n Septic tank clearance

n Cesspool maintenance

n Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, 
rental properties, caravan parks, hotels 
and in fact any property that is not on 
main drains.

A jetting service can also be provided.
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Landscaping specialists
n Block paving   n Driveways    
n Decking   n Fencing  n Patios    
n Turfing  n Garden clearance   
n Building & maintenance work

drivewayexperts.co.uk

01227 749872 | 07770 964939
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CONTACT US TODAY
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 

T 01227 375 275 F 01227 373 853
E info@everlastlandscapes.co.uk

OUTDOOR LIVING 
BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME

Established in 1978, Everlast Landscapes offers a comprehensive range of
home and garden construction and design services. From simple fencing,

sheds and log cabins - to driveways, landscaping and complete house builds,
Everlast can do it all.
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W
e can easily overlook the trees 

gracing our landscapes, especially 

when we live in towns and cities 

where there are fewer of these majestic beauties 

to take notice of. But trees are so important to 

our world and ourselves that taking a moment to 

consider them may very well save our future.

As well as being super pollution destroyers, 

trees help with our mental and physical health. 

The carbon dioxide that trees consume helps to 

counteract the huge amounts being produced by 

burning fossil fuels and, through transpiration, 

trees actually cool the air around them. Research 

has shown that through the release of chemicals 

known as phytoncides from trees, people’s blood 

pressure, anxiety and pain can all be reduced. No 

wonder a walk in the woods has such a soothing 

effect. 

Trees are excellent at combatting all kinds of 

problems, from curbing flooding to providing 

shade, warmth, shelter from wind and extreme 

weather, producing raw materials and bio-

diverse habitats. With carbon dioxide now at 

dangerously high levels, trees, especially ancient 

forests, are essential to keep the levels in check, 

and in turn, keep us alive.

Earlier this year it was announced that 

between March 2019 and June 2020, 1,420 

hectares (3,507 acres) of new woodland were 

planted in England. This falls well short of the 

5,000-hectare target set by government in 2019. 

They had aimed to add 10 million new trees 

We need more trees 
FOR THE FUTURE!

to rural landscapes and provide an additional 

£10m for urban areas to plant 130,000 by 2022, 

but with the first of these planting targets 

missed, this now looks unlikely. With dangerous 

emission levels rising and ancient trees declining 

we need to plant more trees now in order to 

preserve the planet for future generations.

The Garden Creative has teamed up with 9 

Trees CIC (www.9trees.org) (email: info@9trees.

org), a tree planting organisation with a 

difference, to offer our clients an incentive to 

plant trees in their own gardens while supporting 

tree planting around the UK.

It takes nine trees to ‘balance’ the average UK 

citizen’s carbon consumption each year. 

trees change lives. They provide food, forage and habitat for 

animals and help combat climate change, so let’s get planting!
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hear from you. They work in partnership with 

landowners, community groups, local councils 

and festival sites. If you would like to find out 

more, have land to offer, or simply share 9 Trees’ 

ethos for the benefits that trees can bring to the 

local environment as well as in the fight against 

climate change, email info@9trees.org.

To discuss planting a tree in your own garden 

you can get in touch with Sarah at The Garden 

Creative to arrange a free consultation. The 

Garden Creative is available for small-scale 

planting plans through to full garden design and 

landscaping and will work with you to create 

a unique garden suited to your family’s needs. 

Incorporating trees in the garden can create 

shelter from strong, drying winds, shade from 

harsh sun, be a natural aid to waterlogged soils, 

encourage wildlife to the garden and provide a 

beautiful focal point. 

Email: sarah@thegardencreative.com or go to 

www.thegardencreative.com

9 Trees plant trees in new woodlands across 

England and Wales, then employ local people 

to conserve and manage the woodlands as they 

grow. Supporting 9 Trees means that they can 

plant trees to counteract carbon emissions while 

educating, creating employment and promoting 

biodiversity in each area. Because the land is 

provided by landowners, 9 Trees work differently 

to other tree planting schemes. They cover the 

cost of the trees and their protection including 

pre- and post-management of the woodland 

to ensure its longevity, working with the local 

community to create an immediate impact.

The Garden Creative is supporting them by 

offering as a service to all its clients that for 

each tree they plant in your garden 9 Trees will 

plant one in a woodland in the UK. We would 

love to have a local site where we could plant 

trees as currently there are no sites in Kent, so if 

you have land that you would be interested in 

turning into woodland, 9 Trees would love to 
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Tel: 01227 731302 or 07961 985538
www.alanhopkinstreesurgeon.co.uk

Underdown Nursery, Mystole Lane, 
Chartham CT4 7BX

NPTC CERTIFIED
� Felling
� Thinning
� Pollarding
� Deadwood
�  Site & garden 

clearance
� Stump grinding
� Wood chipping
�  Call today for a

competitive quoteALL ASPECTS OF TREEWORK

All aspects of landscaping work undertaken: 
• Decking, patios, fencing
• Driveways, block paving, brick and stone work
• Ponds, planting and more. 
All fi nished to a high standard at competitive prices. 

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPING

Phone Lee 07799103112 / 01227 264482
For a free quotation or visit www.evergreengardenskent.co.uk
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Kent Surfacing Contractors LTD are a third generation 
surfacing company based in Challock, Ashford.

We have built a trusted name amongst domestic, 
commercial and industrial clients through our high 
standard of work.

We work with developers on a regular basis, forming 
anything from new roads and drainage for new 
development sites, to the driveways and patios.

We offer a free site survey and full written no 
obligation quotation.

� 10m Public Liability Insurance
� Free Survey & Quotation
� Trading Standards Approved

� DRIVEWAYS
� FOOTPATHS
� CAR PARKS
� FORECOURTS
� PRIVATE ROADS
� DROPPED KERBS
� GROUNDWORK
� PATIOS

TARMAC & RESIN BOUND 
GRAVEL SPECIALISTS

01233 349 012
www.kentsurfacingcontractors.co.uk

� DOMESTIC
� COMMERCIAL
� INDUSTRIAL
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Right plant, right place

The most important thing when selecting a 

tree is to choose one that will thrive in the area 

you are planting it in. Willows will be effective 

in waterlogged ground, Alder and Pine make 

excellent windbreaks and many ornamental 

trees require a sheltered location. The longevity 

of the tree will depend on its suitability to the 

site.

When to plant

Evergreen trees are best planted in the autumn 

or Spring and deciduous trees are planted 

during the winter when they are dormant.

Digging a hole

The hole for your tree should be one to two 

times wider than the pot but only ever as deep 

as the top of the soil in the pot.Planting trees 

too deeply is one of the main reasons for trees 

not surviving.You can dig a square hole which 

is meant to encourage the roots outwards.

Some friendly fungi

Trees don’t require fertiliser when planting, but 

Mycorrhizal fungi really helps root growth and 

ability to access water and nutrients. Naturally 

present in most soils adding this friendly 

fungi in the form of powder or granules when 

planting will ensure the best start for your tree.

To stake or not to stake

Small trees in sheltered gardens will not need 

staking. It’s better to allow movement so that 

the tree grows a strong root system. In more 

exposed locations or when planting large trees, 

its best to speak to an expert who can advise 

on the best form of staking to use. It’s generally 

best to stake low down on the trunk and to 

remove the stake after 18 months to three years.

HOW TO PLANT A TREE
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Water, water water!

Watering is the most important job with 

newly planted trees. During spring, summer 

and autumn a watering can full several times 

a week should be right for most. If you are 

not going to be around regularly, it is worth 

fitting a seep hose on a timer to water for 

around an hour every few days for the first 

year. Once the tree is established it wont need 

extra watering except maybe in very hot,dry 

spells. 

Amazing tree facts
1.  The UK’s oldest reported tree is 

The Fortingall Yew in Perthshire, 

Scotland. It is estimated to be over 

3,000 years old!

2.  There are almost 1,000 ancient Oak 

trees in Sherwood Forest, Northern 

Europe’s largest wood of ancient 

trees many are up to 1,000 years old!

3.  The UK’s largest annual tree 

celebration, National Tree Week 

runs from Nov 28th to 6th 

December this year check out 

treecouncil.org.uk to see how you 

could get involved

4.  Adding just one tree to an open 

pasture has been found to increase 

its bird biodiversity from almost 

zero to as high as 80 different 

species.

5.  A 2015 Unilever survey found that 

only 1% of families could identify 

Britain’s most common trees. The 

Woodland Trust has a free Tree ID 

app to download, so no excuses!

The Fortingall Yew in Perthshire

An ancient oak tree in Sherwood Forest
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AMALANCHIER BALLERINA 

A small tree that packs a punch! Snowy white 

delicate blossom in spring, great for the bees, 

and beautiful autumn colour. Perfect for any 

situation, it’s a great all-rounder. 

Cercis canadencis ‘Forest 

Pansy’ With dark maroon leaves the Cercis 

provides an excellent backdrop for white or 

purple fl owers. It’s a dramatic tree with bright 

cerise blossom on bare branches before leaves 

open in spring. Fiery shades of red adorn 

the leaves before falling in autumn. Plant as 

a specimen tree and keep watered as it will 

dislike drought until established.

Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’

Japanese Acers are available in many colours 

and habits but this is a truly striking tree. With 

bright coral pink stems the leaves turn from 

soft pinkish green to bright canary yellow 

in autumn. Acers need a sheltered spot away 

from strong winds and afternoon sun and like 

to be kept  fairly moist and cool at the roots. 

They are perfect for pots.

Crataegus laevigata Pauls 

Scarlet

Wonderful if you live on the coast as it’s very 

tolerant of salt laden winds. A member of the 

Hawthorn family it blossoms later than many 

other spring trees, displaying deep pink-red 

fl owers in May and is invaluable to wildlife. 

A great choice of tree for an exposed spot on 

most soils.

Feature trees for your garden
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Garden Centre 
BETHERSDEN

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS
� Outdoor plants

� Indoor plants

� Garden tools

� Pots & planters

� Gifts & candles

� Greetings cards

� Pet food & bird feed

� Pet accessories

� Toys

�  Christmas trees & 
decorations

New 
season 
stock 

now in
Garden Centre 

Ripleys Garden Centre, Ashford Road, Bethersden TN26 3LF | Tel: 01233 820526

OPENING HOURS

Mon – Sat 9am – 5.30pm

Sunday 10am – 4pm

Follow us on Facebook

FREE DELIVERY within 
the Ashford and Tenterden 
area on all Christmas trees

10% off Christmas decorations*
(This voucher entitles the holder to a 10% discount on all Christmas 
decorations at Ripleys Garden Centre)

* Subject to terms and condition and no other offers.

CN Kent (autumn 2020)
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Want the best lawn ever?

As pioneers in British lawn 
care, we are the UK’s largest 
and most recommended 
provider with millions of 
treatments taking place 
across the UK every year. 
With over 30 years of 
experience, you can rely on 
us to provide your lawn with 
the very best care

Who are GreenThumb:

For a FREE lawn analysis  
call 01227 652351 or email canterbury@greenthumb.co.uk *Based on a lawn size up to 40m²

greenthumb.co.uk

greenthumb.co.uk/measure

Measure your 
lawn online
for an instant estimate

£15* 
From only

per treatment

#41955-Ashford-136x96mm-SpringAdvert.indd   1 19/02/2020   09:27

SARAH MORGAN
07725055701
sarah@thegardencreative.com
www.thegardencreative.com

Design
 
 Landscaping
 
  Planting
 
    After-care

Award-winning Garden Designer f @thegardencreate

Contact us on: 01227 738838
Email: sales@eastkenttimber.co.uk

www.eastkenttimber.co.uk

• So� woods
• Hardwoods
• Sheet materials
• Decking
•  Machined to your 

design
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www.mts-ltd.co.uk

Email: info@mtscleansing.co.uk

DRAINAGE AND WASTE  
MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS 

SINCE 1986

Tel: 01634 250326 (24 hours, 7 days a week)

l  Comprehensive services for cesspools  

and septic tanks

l  Installation, servicing, cleaning and emptying

l FREE site visits and surveys 

l  Drain replacement and repairs including  

no-dig options

l CCTV drain surveys

l Jetting, cleaning and blockage removal
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CLOTHING   & ACCESSORIES
in the country

Flying pheasant 
cuffl  inks, £18

Gumleaf zip wellington
boots, £175

Tel: 01233 742700 | www.inthecountry.co.uk

Laksen fl y-by 
pheasant tie, £50

Ariat catalyst defi ant 
8” gtx boots, £300

Land Rover t-shirt, £12 

Deerhunter bamboo / 
stainless steel cup, £18 

Deerhunter bamboo 
ballpoint pen, £8.50 

Laksen ladies temple 
shooting coat, £500

Laksen ladies 
temple cap, £60cuffl  inks, £18

Land Rover t-shirt, £12 Land Rover t-shirt, £12 

Tweed fl eece lined 
tweed jacket, £55

Laksen ladies temple 
dress jacket, £370

Laksen ladies temple 
tweed shooting 
breeks, £195
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inthecountrykent.co.uk

Our store is open 7 days 
a week, visit us at
IN THE COUNTRY
ASHFORD ROAD,
BADLESMERE

KENT ME13 0NX

Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

01233 742700

Come visit us in store
for a warm, friendly
welcome, stocking
all your needs for
outdoor pursuits.

STOCKISTS OF:

� Laksen

� Deerhunter

� Hoggs of Fife

� Gumleaf

� Bonart

� Percussion

� Stetson

� Ariat

� Alan Paine

� Redback Boots

�  Dog training 
equipment by 
Sporting Saint

Come visit us in store 
for a warm, friendly 
welcome, stocking all 
your needs for outdoor 
pursuits.

Our store is open fi ve 
days a week, visit us at

IN THE COUNTRY
Ashford Road
Badlesmere
Kent ME13 0NX

Wed – Sun 10am - 4pm

01233 742000
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The Antique Oak  
Flooring Company

SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE AND  RECLAIMED FLOORING

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT
Willow Court Farm, Bilsington Road, Ruckinge, Ashford, Kent TN26 2PB

T: 01233 659508 M: 07733 263540     www.antiqueoakflooring.com
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I
n the late 1970s a young Bob Lovell left 

his native Cornwall attracted by the lure 

of the bright lights of London and a work 

opportunity in architectural salvage. It 

was a move that was to shape his future, as 

it was how he started in a business that has 

become all-encompassing and has grown with 

him into a highly successful, lucrative and 

rewarding venture.

After several years working for a leading 

salvage company Bob, who already had a love 

of wood, found it developed into a passion. His 

appreciation for the material grew as he learned 

to recognise the many different varieties, and in 

particular he realised the importance of 

TO THE RESCUE…
we meet bob lovell of the antique oak flooring company,  

the reclaimed flooring business that has an unrivalled  

reputation for supplying genuine, characterful timber  

flooring for period and historic restoration projects.

Bob in the warehouse
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Everyman Cinema Harrogate – Old English Oak Parquet

Main photo opposite: Canterbury Oak re-machined, North London residence 
Above: Happenstance restaurant St Pauls – Mississippi Oak boards
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reclaiming and re-using antique timber in 

specialist projects.

Having learned how the business of 

reclamation worked and having built up 

valuable contacts he started his own business, 

The Antique Oak Flooring Company. Now, 

with over 35 years’ 

experience in reclamation 

and re-use under his belt, 

he has a thriving specialist 

timber and reclaimed 

flooring business that has 

an unrivalled reputation 

for supplying genuine, 

characterful timber flooring for period and 

historic restoration projects, both nationally 

and internationally.

When meeting Bob Lovell his obvious 

passion for his business and the materials 

shines through, but this isn’t just a money-

making scheme, there’s more to it than that. 

He has another motivation that drives him 

and that’s the importance of saving valuable 

resources. There are huge amounts of timber 

in the shape of flooring and other parts of 

buildings that would ordinarily be 

scrapped when demolition teams 

move in. Not so long ago what 

was seen as waste timber would 

have been thrown on a bonfire, so 

the ecological and environmental 

concerns loom large. Nowadays 

large quantities of timber can 

be saved by reclamation companies and 

repurposed by more and more discerning 

clients, who recognise the desirability of re-

using authentic reclaimed timber that has a 

beautiful patina, mellow colours and character, 

Timber comes from far and 

wide, from Spain, France, 

Turkey, Eastern Europe  

and the United States. 
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Above and below: Versailles Panels installed in private Georgian residence
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in the restoration of traditional historic 

buildings and also high-end contemporary 

design projects.

There’s a rather beautiful symmetry in 

knowing, for instance, that an original Georgian 

floor can be saved from one building that is 

being demolished and it will live again and on 

into the future in another Georgian building 

that is being restored.

The company has supplied products to 

many well-known high street names including 

Levis and Lush in their flagship stores, also 

many high-end hotels and restaurants like 

The Happenstance in London, and numerous 

private residential restoration and architect 

designed projects.

The Antique Oak Flooring Company’s 

HQ at Ruckinge near Ashford in Kent nestles 

appropriately in an attractive woodland setting 

and on first impression appears to be a small 

family-run business. Bob’s son, Sam has been 

working with him for the last few years along 

with a team of dedicated craftspeople who are 

tasked with carefully re-machining, enhancing 

and polishing the antique oak and other 

rescued timbers to revitalise them, ensuring the 

antique character of the surface is retained.

Evidence of this important part of the 

reclamation process is on display in the large 

showroom on site, where commercial and 

residential clients can see and experience first-

hand the beauty of a diverse array, not just of 

antique oak, but beech, pine and many other 

precious timbers like teak, walnut, 

Historic Shepherds Dwelling for dismantlement – Oak Timbers
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cherry, maple, eucalyptus 

and mahogany, that have 

been reworked into strip 

flooring of various widths, 

from elegantly slim through 

to standard board sizes and as 

wide as 350mm. Also on show 

are special handmade panels 

from antique French oak that 

are beautifully reconstructed 

representations of panels 

from the Palace of Versailles, 

and chevron or herringbone 

parquet woodblock flooring, 

all lovingly reconstructed to be 

re-used.

The scale of the operation 

is a surprise but what is even 

more surprising is that the 

timber comes from far and 

wide, from Spain, France, 

Turkey, Eastern Europe and 

the United States. Notable 

examples are Russian oak 

rescued from shepherds’ 

dwellings in Russia, and 

pine boards from the Gouda 

Cheese factory in Holland 

dating back to the 1920s: these 

are wide boards that the cheeses used to sit on 

to mature. A more recent scoop was Brazilian 

walnut reclaimed from the Olympic village. 

If Bob’s contacts had not alerted him to these 

they could well have been lost forever instead of 

being re-used as a valuable resource.

And a final surprise to hammer home that 

this isn’t just a local Kentish woodworking 

business: just one look at the 10,000 square 

feet warehouse on site is way more than 

impressive. Taking a walk through it with Bob 

was fascinating. Seeing the vast piles of timber 

neatly stacked, protected from the elements, 

waiting to be milled and turned in to useful 

flooring or wall cladding, and hearing him 

describe where everything had come from was 

like walking through history.

To find out more about the  

Antique Oak Flooring Company visit 

reclaimedflooring.co.uk

Happenstance restaurant St Pauls – Mississippi Oak wall cladding
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Family-run business offering first class service

64-65 High Street, Wingham, Canterbury, Kent, CT3 3BJ 

Tel: 01227 721 938 or 07808 667369   www.redflooring.co.uk

� Luxury vinyl tiles � Laminate flooring

� High quality carpets � Real & engineered wood

� Cushion vinyl � High quality installation

VISIT 
OUR 

SHOW
ROOM
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Apple           Antiques

The Old Cold Store, Bredgar Farm Shop,Bredgar ME9 8EX
We provide a full or partial house clearance. Tel: 07940 708128/07925 309228

BREDGAR
Antiques • Retro • Cool junk

ME9 8EX
Opening hours:

Wednesday - Saturday, 10am - 4pm

Apple           Antiques
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Appleby • Grange
 

�ine bespoke kitchens
handmade by local craftsmen

applebygrange.co.uk
Tel: 07779 809229
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- neptune advertorial -

We take a sneaky peek at the new autumn/winter collection at Neptune in Canterbury.

1. Sunbury occasional sideboard, from £1,160 2. Caspar sofa, small, in Hugo Pale Oat with nickel studs and 
vintage Oak legs £2,330. 3. Grace scatter cushion, Orla Moss £88. 4. Wardley darkened oak chair £300. 5. 
George armchair in Harris Tweed Marmalade, with darkened oak legs, £1,420. 6. Ardingly cabinet in Lily, from 
£1,635. 7. Coniston drinks trolley, £890. 8. Auburn cushion, £65; Auburn throw £200; Cotswold throw Old 
Rose, £120; Eira throw Winter Grey £200. All available from Neptune, Canterbury. www.neptune.com

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8
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Traditional and modern upholstery 
services available, or learn the skills 

yourself in one of our classes.

07999 604250
www.wellsandwhite.co.uk
wellsandwhite@outlook.com 

The Cow Shed, 
Unit 8,

New Street Farm,
Great Chart, 

Ashford, 
Kent TN23 3DL

� �
It’s time to start thinking about Christmas...

We are a UK stockist of Maileg – a brand of highly 
collectable Danish toys. Find them online and in store.

The Chalk House
32-33 High Street

Wingham, Kent
CT3 1AB

Tel: 01227 720536
www.thechalkhouse.co.uk

�

�

We stock:
• Chalk Clothing
• Heavenly Feet
• Powder Accessories
• Casual wear
• Dress to Impress
• Vanessa Wu
• Boots and trainers
• Chandeliers
• Furniture & all things French

Chandeliers, furniture and all things French now at Briggsy’s, 
75 High Street, Herne Bay CT6 5LQ

105-107 Mortimer Street, Herne Bay 
Tel: 07714 957974
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Discover beautiful homewares, toys, interior design 

and more at The Chalk House in Wingham. 

G
orgeous new interiors shop The Chalk 

House opened in July in the idyllic 

village of Wingham, not far from 

Canterbury. With an eclectic mix of beautifully 

designed decorative homewares, furniture, 

jewellery, bath and body products as well as 

interior design services, it’s fast becoming 

the favourite go-to for interior designers and 

shoppers in ‘the know’.

Products include super-soft wool blankets, 

Scandi accessories, vintage-style lanterns, 

homewares, toys by Danish brand Maileg and 

so much more.

The Chalk House also offers a full (free) 

measure, make and installation service for 

curtains, blinds and shutters, for customers 

based in and around Kent, as well as a re-

upholstery service. 

With over 35 years experience in the interiors 

business, they work closely with clients 

from start to fi nish to ensure an unrivalled, 

professional service. From picking the perfect 

fabric, to seeing the whole room come together 

just as you’d imagined, they do their utmost to 

make your whole experience a pleasant one.

The Chalk House, 32-33 High Street

Wingham, Canterbury  CT3 1AB

Telephone: 01227 720536

www.thechalkhouse.co.uk
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 – new shop news – 
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Over 55 years experience

Repair and re-cover dining chairs.

Re-upholstery and recovering in a 
wide range of fabrics.

Renew old cushions; replace rubber 
webbing; renew old springs.

Cane seating; caravan & boat 
cushions.

UPHOLSTERY

21 Oakwood Drive
Whitstable CT5 1NY
T: 01227 273811
e: juliecleal@hotmail.co.uk

� Domestic
� Contract
� Antique
� Modern

Family
run 

business

kpctalkingtherapies@outlook.com   Tel: 07783 499024

Via hypnosis
● Weight loss
● Quit smoking
● Stress busting
● Banish phobias
●  For other treatments 

and information, 
visit the website

●  Gillingham, Kent 
and online sessions 

For other treatments 

www.kpctalkingtherapies.com
Counselling | Hypnosis | Therapy | Coaching | Hypnotherapy

01227 266236 
    

07976 925224
ed.parry@me.com

www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk

Landlord gas safety certificates

Accredited Installer

l Boilers  
l Central Heating  
l Power Flushing

l Cookers
l Bathrooms  
l Showers

 Installation, Servicing & Repair

Ed Parry
Plumbing & Heating

l
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Hydroponics

Making a real style statement, hydroponics 

are here to change how we think about 

houseplants. The emerging trend for 

growing plants in water is ideal for 

homes in every shape and size due to 

the compact nature of planters. They are 

a low maintenance and contemporary 

addition which, thanks to LED lighting, 

will instantly brighten up a desk or any 

dark corner. 

HOUSEPLANT HAVEN 
Indoor greenery can quickly transform the look and feel of  

any room in your home and as our appetite for houseplants 

continues to grow, so does the selection on offer.

With autumn on the horizon, waving goodbye to summer doesn’t have to mean the end of 

enjoying gorgeous greenery – invite a touch of the outdoors in. 
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succulents

If you are short on space, want to add some character to your home 

office desk, or create the ultimate ‘shelfie’, these cute-as-can-be  

succulents in animal pots fit the style brief perfectly.  

Position in groups for maximum charm. Offering sculptural  

impact with minimal effort, the cacti planter will  

help to complete a more industrial look.  

Succulent in animal pot 
£4.99, Dobbies

Bromeliads

Next up on the all-new autumn trends list is 

the Bromeliad, a striking plant with an exotic 

vibe which feature beautiful arched leaves and 

produces stunning long-lasting flowers. Set 

against a block colour backdrop to make this 

graphic plant really pop. 

Bromeliad £12.99, Capi groove pot  
£7.99, Dobbies Terrarium £79.99, Dobbies

Terrariums

A terrarium makes a decorative centrepiece 

on your dining table or an eye-catching 

welcome sitting atop a hallway table. A closed 

terrarium creates a humid atmosphere – 

suitable for ferns and moss. Open terrariums 

are better suited to succulents and air plants.  
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Position in a bright spot away from draughts 

Water often, whenever soil starts to dry out 

Prune regularly to maintain its shape 

Q. What common mistakes do people make 

when it comes to house plants? 

A. The most common problem that can go 

wrong is too much love – overwatering. It’s 

surprising that most of the on-trend plants at 

the moment thrive upon minimal care. Also, 

too much light and draughts can affect plants, 

so being placed directly on a windowsill where 

the window is often opened. They can quickly 

recover if you reposition them. 

Q. What tips would you give for caring with 

them? 

A. All houseplants require a little clean to keep 

them looking their best, simply wipe the leaves 

with a damp cloth. This is not just to keep them 

looking good – removing the dust ensures good 

health. Take off any foliage that is yellowing, 

and trim damaged leaves of larger plants with 

sharp scissors at the same time. 

During the autumn and winter months, 

houseplants will be kept looking their best if 

you give them a shower as you water as this will 

keep the leaves looking green and glossy. They 

are ideal to #KeepBritainGrowing. Keep an eye 

on light levels in the darker winter months – 

some plants may need a bit more.  

 For more details visit www.dobbies.com 

Lush and leafy

Bold, leafy plants will lift any unused corner and breathe new 

life into any space. One large floor plant, such as a Codiaeum, 

will create a foliage focal point in a smaller room; or style  

a selection of larger plants for an indoor jungle vibe.  

Pair with neutral, concrete planters which take on a 

supporting role to allow indoor greenery to truly  

become the star of the show. 

Codiaeum plant £89.99,  
Vriesea planter £12.99 
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bonsai

These miniature indoor trees have a 

distinctive Japanese style and will bring a 

calming touch of nature into your home. 

Keep them looking their best by giving 

them a regular prune and keep them happy 

with frequent watering to avoid soil drying 

out. These evergreen plants are ideal for a 

minimalist style. 

Ficus Ginseng in Glass £29.99, Dobbies

Plant expert and Dobbies Houseplant 

Buyer, Claire Bishop, shares her top 

care tips for happy houseplants… 

Hydroponics  

• Replace the water every 2-4 weeks 

• If possible, use rainwater or bottled water 

• Spray feed the leaves for a nutrient boost 

• Most plants can be grown in water as long 

as the base leaf is kept above the waterline. 

Succulents  

• Easy to care for 

•  Position in a bright spot away from direct 

sunlight 

•  Water sparingly when the compost feels 

dry 

•  Misting with a spray is the easiest way to 

water. 

Bromeliads 

• Water at the base of the flower spike 

• Make sure the roots don’t sit in water 

•  After flowering, Bromeliads will produce 

new plants called pups. 

Terrariums 

• Position away from direct sunlight 

•  Sealed terrariums are self-nourishing and  

easy-care 

•  To grow succulents and cacti, choose an  

open terrarium. 

Calatheas 

• Position in a medium or low-light spot 

• Keep soil damp and mist leaves regularly 

• Trim brown leaves to encourage new ones. 

Bonsai 

•  Position in a bright spot away from 

draughts 

•  Water often, whenever soil starts to dry out 

• Prune regularly to maintain shape.
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Come & see us at our showroom 
or visit our website

A family-owned business with traditional values at heart and proven excellence 
with the installation of woodburning & multifuel appliances and chimney systems.

Little Crockshard Farm Shop, Crockshard Lane, Wingham, Nr Canterbury.
CT3 1NY Tel: 01227 728130    www.winghamwoodburningstoves.co.uk

Our Showroom is Open!
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30 years experience specialising in period & country properties across Kent. References available.

24 High Dewar Road, Rainham ME8 8DN

Tel: 01634 235773 or 07971 871433  garymillerdecorator@gmail.com

Gary Miller
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Our extensive premises, set over  
three floors are arranged in room 

settings with antique, reproduction, 
French style, white painted and 

bespoke furniture. 

We also stock a wide range of beautiful 
old and new accessories, to help you 

make your house a home. 

100/102 & 90 Sandgate High St,  
Sandgate,  Folkestone CT20 3BY      

Tel: 01303 248560
www. oldenglishpineinkent.co.uk

old english pine
 EST. OVER 30 YEARS

– FURNITURE & DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES –

FOR SALE
Would you like to take 
over this fabulous shop 

and spacious 4 bed 
accommodation?

Period building (1862), sea 
views, only 50 yards from the 
beach in the delightful village 

of Sandgate. £400,000 
(freehold) plus stock at 
valuation (if required)



CGS BLINDS 
& SHUTTERS LTD
Come and visit our new showroom
• Huge choice • FREE quotations

Tel: 01227 278643
146 Tankerton Road, Whitstable CT5 2AW

www.cgsblinds.co.uk Find us on Facebook

Shutters manufactured in 
Europe, supplied & installed

within four weeks
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INSPIRING    IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME
lifestylelifestyle

INSPIRING    IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME
lifestyle

INSPIRING    IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME

LSA candle holder, 
£25, John Lewis

Framed print, 
£70, John Lewis

Ceramic mug, £10, 
Oliver Bonas

12 piece dinner set, £42, Next

Lambswool throw, £89,
peppersq.com

Macrame cushion, 
£22, Next

Meridian brass clock, 
£170, Lenleys

Photoframe, £30, Neptune

Leather club stool, 
£305, Lenleys

Reed diff user, 
£15, M&S

Set of 2 vintage style Moorish lanterns, £25 
The Chalk House, Wingham
www.thechalkhouse.co.uk

Classic tagine, £45
Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Photoframe, £9.50, M&S

INSPIRING    IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME

Meridian brass clock, 
£170, Lenleys

Log basket, from £40, Neptune,
www.neptune.com
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Rattan pendant light, 
£89, Cuckooland

Tulip velvet chair, £405, 
Lenleys, lenleys.co.uk

Cushions, £90 each, Neptune

Tweedmill throw, £44, 
The Chalk House, Wingham

Tom Raffi  eld oak 
table lamp, £265,

John Lewis

Candle holder, 
£19.50, Red Candy

Moroccan ceramic tile 
coasters (set of 4) £11, 

The Chalk House, Wingham

John Lewis

Wooden pepper mill, £49
Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Dragon ridge tiles 
from £100,Warehams, 

warehams.com

Black metal outline clock, £115, 
Old English Pine, Sandgate

£89, Cuckooland

T&G Woodwork presentation trays, 
from £48.50, 

Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Ornate aged metal candelabra, £29.50, 
Old English Pine, Sandgate

Partridge in a pear tree fl ower pot, 
£26.50, Old English Pine, Sandgate
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OLIVER MANNING PRESS
CABINET MAKER, FURNITURE  

DESIGNER & ANTIQUE RESTORER

BESPOKE, FREESTANDING AND FITTED 
FURNITURE MADE TO ORDER

www.olivermanningpress-bespoke.com

For more information contact: 

01227 731765 or 07808 001844 
olivermanningpress@gmail.com

 Insurance for all types 
of homes including:
•  High Value Homes

•  Property Undergoing Renovations

•  Non-Standard Construction

•  Listed Buildings

GSI Insurance Services (Southern) Ltd
118 John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 3QY

Tel: 01227 772 775

Save on your home insurance

Your local broker has it covered
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You can experience any of these 
scenarios and more with the Landmark 
Trust. As foreign travel has been 

difficult this year there’s never been a better 
time to explore the UK, its geography and 
history, and the Trust’s offer of nearly 200 
unique self-catering lets in an astonishing 
variety of spectacular buildings is the perfect 
pandemic panacea.

Spectacular 
STAYCATIONS
Ever dreamed of living in a historic castle? 

Or staying in a lighthouse? How about 

waking up in a fort with the might of  

military history all around you, or 

relaxing on a stately home estate?

Established in 1965 to preserve special 
historic places and promote public enjoyment 
of them, the trust takes on endangered 
properties, sensitively restores them, then 
makes them available for holidays.

Guests can enjoy stepping away from 
modern life – there are no televisions, radios, 
phones or wif-fi in Trust properties, yet each is 
comfortably furnished to modern standards. 

Appleton Water Tower, NorfolkPhotos: John Miller
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John Evetts, the Furnishing Manager, says 
he tries to avoid a ‘designer’ feel and doesn’t 
want holidaymakers to feel they have to tiptoe 
around. Many lets are dog-friendly and each 
has a library of books carefully selected to 
illuminate aspects of the building or the locality, 
just as you might expect of a well-read friendly 
owner.

You can choose from town, countryside or 
coast, industrial buildings or grand residences. 
Castles on offer include Cawood in Yorkshire, 
once a residence of the Archbishop of York and 
where Cardinal Wolsey was arrested, and the 
defensive Kingswear Castle near Dartmouth.

Another fortification with very different 
architecture is the quatrefoil Martello Tower 
on the coast at Aldeburgh in Suffolk, built to 
defend against Napoleon’s army.

You need to take a ferry to get to Lundy 
Island, off North Devon, which is a special 

haven for birdwatchers and those simply 
wanting a get-away-from-it-all location. The 
Trust offers 23 properties here, including the 
lighthouse. 

For a brush with royalty you can stay in 
Appleton Water Tower on the edge of the 
Queen’s Sandringham estate in Norfolk. When 
it was built in the late 19th century to provide 
clean water to the estate, the second floor was 
reserved as a viewing room for royals and their 
guests. Now you can enjoy the same views.

Talking of the upper echelons of society, 
there’s an opportunity to experience life on one 
of the world’s most famous landscaped estates 

Appleton Water Tower, Norfolk

Appleton Water Tower, Norfolk

Appleton Water Tower, Norfolk
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at fabulous Stowe in Buckinghamshire, where 
a stay in the Gothic Temple Folly allows you 
to enjoy the grounds like a Lord or Lady of the 
Manor. This circular-roomed structure was 
built in 1741 for Lord Cobham, a connection 
which neatly takes us back to Kent if you don’t 
want to travel far…

One of the Trust’s most recent projects was 
the restoration of the Dairy in the pleasant 
grounds of Cobham Hall (former seat of 
the Lords Cobham), near Gravesend. It was 
designed by James Wyatt, one of the most 
influential architects of the eighteenth century, 
to resemble an Italianate chapel, and is already 
proving popular.

Other Kentish locations include a ‘must’ for 
scholars and fans of architect Augustus Pugin. 
The Grange at Ramsgate was designed and lived 
in by the man himself and has a private chapel 
and tower. The Trust has returned most of the 
house to an appearance Pugin himself would 
recognise, including the intricate, jewel-bright 

Gothic Temple, Buckinghamshire
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The Grange, Ramsgate, Kent

The Grange, Ramsgate, Kent
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interior. Here, surrounded by 
his large family, Pugin worked 
among other things on his 
plans for the House of Lords. 

Back up towards London, 
the tiny but quaintly perfect 
Prospect Tower at Belmont 
Park near Faversham was built 
as a ‘den’ for owner General 
Harris, with grandstand 
views of rural Kent. It has 
interesting links with the 
history of cricket, too.

Closer still to the capital 
are cosy Obriss Farm near 
Westerham, surrounded by 
ancient woodland, and Hole 
Cottage at Cowden, all that 
remains of a late medieval 
timber-framed hall house of 
high quality.

Prospect Tower, Belmont, nr Faversham
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All Landmark Trust properties 
were closed during the pandemic 
lockdown until 21 July and 
now have an enhanced cleaning 
regime as well as contact-
free arrangements. Some were 
temporarily occupied by nurses, 
doctors, paramedics and other 
critical workers for emergency 
stays, which seems � tting for a 
charitable organisation that boasts 
of its properties as ‘a national 
resource’!
www.landmarktrust.org.uk

Obriss Farm, nr Westerham

Win a copy of The Landmark Trust Handbook
We have one copy of the new Landmark Trust Handbook 

to give away to a lucky reader of Conservation News Kent. 

This sumptuous 252-page edition gathers all of the 200 

buildings with future projects 

and a set of thought-provoking 

essays.

For your chance to win a 

copy, please email your name, 

address and telephone number 

to dawn@cnkent.co.uk. 

Closing date: Friday, 

20th November 2020.

buildings with future projects 

and a set of thought-provoking 

essays.

For your chance to win a 

copy, please email your name, 

address and telephone number 

to 

Closing date: Friday, 

20th November 2020.
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� Ecclesiastical work � Flint work
� Heritage brickwork � Lime pointing/render
� Fully insured � New builds & extensions
� All work quoted for � Traditionally trained craftsmen

Tel: 07856 266795
e-mail: conservation-construction@outlook.com
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Smarden Business Estate, Smarden, Ashford TN27 8QL
Tel: 01233 770373  email: info@ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

www.ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

Conservation 
Sca� olding Specialists

Chartwell House, Kent
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D
uring the course of interviewing 

successful people involved in 

businesses in the sphere of 

restoration we have uncovered a link with 

a person’s love of art, and with an aesthetic 

awareness that has helped them develop their 

skills in the discipline of their chosen career. 

A very recent example of this was Karl Terry, 

a highly successful exponent of specialist 

conservation roofing and an accomplished 

and award-winning painter.

We don’t have to dig too deep to uncover the 

links between artistic talent and the ultimate 

occupation for the subject of this story, as the 

man himself says the two disciplines work in 

parallel. We meet John Corley, one of the most 

successful stained glass artists and conservators 

in the field, who for over 45 years has been 

a leading light in the world of stained glass, 

carrying out private commissions and many 

complex conservation projects on glass from 

all periods, including high profile work on 800 

year old masterpieces.

John’s creative career began in the 1970s 

studying at Northampton School of Art and for a 

Fine Art degree at Canterbury College 

MASTER GLASS PAINTER
louise tomlin meets the man behind john corley stained  

glass studio which undertakes the design and manufacture  

of new commissions,  and the conservation and  

restoration of historic stained glass.
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of Art. This exposed him to many notable 

artists and their works whilst studying painting 

and learning about the history of art. He was 

introduced to the stunning frescoes of pre-

Renaissance European masters, right through to 

more modern abstract expressionists and post 

impressionists, all contributing to his creative 

development.

A eureka moment came for John when 

visiting Canterbury Cathedral as a student. He 

was overwhelmed by the strength of colour 

in the windows and the powerful images; the 

magnificent medieval masterpieces had him 

hooked.

After graduating as a fine art painter, John 

took his portfolio to Canterbury Cathedral, 

now recognised as a World Heritage site, in 

the hope of becoming involved in a training 

programme in their studio to repair 12th and 

13th century stained glass.

Above and below: Designed, manufactured and 

installed in the Reading Room, Ramsgate Library
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Happily for him he was welcomed on to 

the programme and he stayed for nearly four 

years learning the intricate and highly skilled 

art of glass painting and conserving, whilst 

developing an appreciation and love of the 

material, its textures and the impurities of 

blown glass that give it its character.  As part 

of his training he was given the opportunity 

to attend a practical workshop run by the York 

Glazers Trust at York Minster and assisted in 

works to preserve the famous Rose Window.

Following on from this, John was ready 

to concentrate on private commissions and 

conservation work, so the John Corley Stained 

Glass Studio was established in 1978 in rural 

Kent. As the business grew quickly, the need for 

more space for better facilities and to employ 

more staff dictated a move to larger premises in 

Deal, which is where the studio workshops and 

gallery shop are now well established. The 

John working on a piece  for Cobham Dairy,   

a Landmark Trust building in Kent
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The Natural World Window. Designed, 

manufactured and installed in the north aisle of 

St  Nicholas Church, Ash, Kent.
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studio undertakes all types of conservation 

of leaded glazing and stained glass spanning 

many time periods from medieval up to 

contemporary pieces.

The works necessitate the removal from 

site to the studio where the in-house team 

undertakes the delicate conservation work, 

along with initial reporting, recording and 

documenting of the whole process for future 

reference up to reinstatement to site. It’s no 

surprise that such levels of expertise and 

experience means John’s team, many of whom 

have been mentored and trained by him, are 

in demand and are involved in prestigious 

restoration projects for bodies such as the 

National Trust, English Heritage, The Crown 

Estate, The Churches Conservation Trust, 

Historic Royal Palaces and Private Collections, 

to name just a few.

It’s not all painstaking devotion to 

conservation though. As a talented artist John 

undertakes private commissions, and it’s not 

surprising to hear he created the glass for the 

Landmark Trust’s Cobham 

Dairy that we featured this 

spring. This involved painted, 

silver stained, enameled and 

kiln fired mouthblown glass 

for the roundels depicting 

the coat of arms. Other 

notable commissions are 

the Natural World Window 

for St Nicholas Church, Ash 

and the impressive Burning 

Library window at Ramsgate 

Library, which John designed 

incorporating drawings and 

designs from local school 

children.

Throughout this long and successful career in 

stained glass John has never stopped painting. 

He always has his own work on the go and there 

is a definite link between his work in glass and 

his paintings.  “It all started with drawing,” he 

told me. As a young man, drawing helped him 

develop a way of looking at things in detail and 

in depth, helping him create his unique vision 

of the world, which is still with him today in 

his paintings and glass art. He’s still inspired by 

the sea, the light and the natural world, which 

inform the shapes, forms, rhythms and colours 

that translate in to the language of each work 

whatever the context, be it a framed stand-alone 

painting or a beautiful stained glass window.

Recognition of his long and distinguished 

career has just recently been announced in the 

shape of a very prestigious and well-deserved 

award: John has been made an Associate 

of the Society of Master Glass Painters, s  

congratulations John Corley, AMGP.

To find out more visit 

johncorleystainedglassstudio.co.uk
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Based in Tunbridge Wells, Southern Stone provide the 

complete range of stonemasonry services with the 

highest level of craftsmanship. We design, manufacture 

and install most types of stone throughout Kent 

including: Sussex Sandstone/Tunbridge Wells

 Sandstone and Kentish Ragstone.

We specialise in lime mortar

Tel: 01892 263436
www.southernstoneltd.co.uk
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Canterbury Roo� ng and Building is a family-run business 
with over 35 years’ experience working in Kent and 
surrounding areas. We have vast experience of conservation 
and other roo� ng works.

� Gu� ering �  Flat roo� ng

�  Velux and sky lights �  Conservation work

�  Tiling �  Pointing and chimney work

�  Slating �  Lead Work

SPECIALISTS IN ROOFING

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

AND TO CONTACT US:

www.canterburyroo� ng.com

Tel: 01233 647867

or 07976 325520

info@canterburyroo� ng.com
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B
reathing new life into an old period 

property can be many things – a 

labour of love, a test of endurance, 

and a seemingly never-ending to-do list… and 

hopefully, eventually, a joy. One detail that 

doesn’t tend to get too much attention is how 

to pick period-appropriate doors for  

your home. 

Choosing the right doors 

FOR YOUR PERIOD PROPERTY

Houses built in each era will have been designed 

with a specific style of door, and replacing like-

with-like can really help you keep – or reinstate 

– an authentic period feel. However, the choice 

can be baffling. Here is our guide to which type 

of house matches which style of doors to help 

you resolve at least one design dilemma on  

your list.

Historic cottages

A cosy country cottage built before 

the Georgian era would have had 

the simplest of doors. Constructed 

from vertical timbers – stiles – and 

horizontal framing timbers – rails 

– these doors are just as charming 

today in their humble but effective 

design. Perfect for homes with 

a fuss-free, country feel, or for 

installing a rustic feel in a barn 

conversion, cottage-style doors 

look wonderful in natural wood or 

a white-painted finish.

Georgian homes

The house-building skills and 

artistic flair of the Georgians is 

undisputed, and one of the reasons 

why Georgian homes are still so 

in-demand today. This is the point 

at which panelled doors were 

introduced, and a typical 

Original period doors give homes character and  

architectural integrity. we guide you through renovating  

original doors, or sourcing  something similar
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Georgian-style door has six panels rather than 

the more standard four. Doors were often made 

a feature of, with detailed, elegant architraving 

framing each doorway.

Victorian homes

This period saw the rise of automatic cutting 

techniques and the mass production of wood 

doors. The classic Victorian door has four 

panels, with unbeaded panels the humbler 

option and beaded panels on display in the best 

rooms. Glass inserted in the upper two panels 

also became popular, and double doors also 

came into vogue for ordinary 

domestic homes, often used to 

link the living and dining spaces 

and add a sense of grandeur.

Arts & Crafts homes

The Arts & Crafts movement 

emerged in the 1860s, as the 

Industrial Revolution bloomed, 

and was in part a reaction to an 

increasingly mass-produced, 

mechanised age in design. 

Driven by the desire for quality 

hand-crafted homeware, the Arts 

& Crafts movement also drew 

inspiration from Oriental design 

and Medieval craft and shapes. A 

classic Arts & Crafts-style door 

has three vertical panels at the 

bottom, with a smaller panel 

on the top third of the door. As 

the Arts & Crafts pioneers were 

passionate about both traditional 

skills and the beauty of nature, 

floral stained glass can often be 

found in this upper section.

Art Deco homes

As the century turned so too did design tastes, 

and fuss and frills were out. During the 1920 

flush doors with a hardwood veneered smooth 

face replaced the old panel doors. These doors 

could be painted but more often the natural 

grain of the wood was used as a decorative 

element in itself, with inlay details of a second 

wood adding extra interest.

1930s homes

During the 1930s the suburbs began to expand 

with homes built to accommodate the desire 
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to move out of the city and 

into a village semi. The 

clean lines of Deco are still 

in evidence, but a nostalgia 

for the grandeur of earlier 

decades also held sway, and 

many 30s homes would have 

had doors influenced by the 

Arts & Crafts style.

sourcing originals

It will be possible to find 

doors of the same period, 

but they are unlikely to 

match any that may survive 

in the house. Second-

hand doors can be used 

for houses and rooms 

that can tolerate a mixed, 

eclectic style, but for listed 

buildings, it’s far better 

to get replacement doors 

made that are of the right 

size, appearance and detail. 

If you don’t need an exact 

match to existing originals, 

architectural reclamation 

yards are a good place to start.

renovating originals

Use a gentle approach when restoring original 

doors yourself or employ an expert. Use a 

water-based stripper, then lightly sand and 

refinish. Some people have old pine doors 

dipped, but this can cause joints to open and 

doors to warp. Do not use a heat gun – the 

paint may be toxic.

Most period doors are meant to be painted, 

although hardwood doors may well be French 

polished, stained or lacquered.

lookalike doors 

There are lots of options when it comes to new 

period-style doors. If you can’t find one to 

match, it’s straightforward to have one made to 

your specifications. The cheapest option would 

be to search around for reclaimed originals 

on second-hand selling sites. Alternatively, 

contact a local joiner who specialises in bespoke 

internal doors. They offer a range of finishes 

including painted, lacquered and stained, and 

use hardwood and softwoods including beech, 

pine and oak.
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Custom Made 
JOINERY

01227 752153

We offer professional  
joinery services for domestic  

and commercial clients 
throughout Kent.

With over 28 years’ experience,  
we use traditional methods  

of joinery  to deliver top  
quality products at very 

competitive prices.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Box sash windows

Conservatories
Doors

Porches
Sliding bi-folding doors

Staircases
Conservation joinery
Architectural joinery

... and much more

Visit our website
www.custommade-joinery.co.uk

PETER JACKSON ARCHITECTS

01227 770470
enq@peterjacksonarchitects.co.uk

Harbour Offices, Whitstable CT5 1AB

CONSULTATION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP 
FOR THE CUSTODIANS OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS

DOLMEN-CONSERVATION.CO.UK
01233 746212 / 07804 881461

PROJECTS@DOLMENCONSERVATIONLTD.CO.UK
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Kent Peg Tiling & Listed Building Specialists.
Conservation and renovation specialists.

High quality work by experienced craftsman.
National Avard Winning Company.

01797 270 268 | kentpegs.com

A reputation built on quality 
craftsmanship and service
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Scrap Metal 
Recycling
Polite & friendly service

Fully licensed
Clearance of all metals

Unfortunately we cannot take fridges or freezers
Jason 07840 081990

7 days a week

Specialising in period classic architectural rooms using 
traditional methods of  construction and design detail. All 
natural polish finishing is based on old techniques.
Other bespoke work includes sash and casement windows, 
mouldings, staircases and display units. All products are 
made from solid timbers such as English and European 
Oak, Walnut, Mahogany and all from sustainable sources.

www.mcourtinteriors.co.uk
Tel: 07742 978408

CALL   01233 732179          VISIT orlestoneoak.co.uk

F L O O R I N G

M O D E R N  B U I L D I N G S J O I N E RYO A K  F R A M E D  B U I L D I N G S D E C K I N G C L A D D I N G

LIVING LODGE

Finish shown – Anti que distressed
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Cherry Tree Farm, Stalisfield

A
n extended four bedroom detached 

Victorian farmhouse set in a truly 

stunning peaceful plot of 2.87 acres 

backing onto farmland with far reaching 

countryside views and a naturally filtered 

swimming pool.

Cherry Tree Farmhouse dates back to 1880 

since which time it has been extensively changed 

to the unique country home you see today. 

It has been tastefully extended by the current 

vendors along with the accommodation being 

reorganised, giving superb living space and the 

more recent addition of a reed filtered swimming 

pool is a rare treat.

The accommodation is arranged over three 

floors, to the ground floor there is an entrance 

hall, drawing/sitting room, main dining room, 

cloakroom, utility room and an open-plan 

kitchen/breakfast family room. To the first floor 

there is a 20’9” main bedroom with vaulted 

ceiling, fitted wardrobes, shoe rack and a luxury 

en-suite shower room. There are two further 

double bedrooms and a family bathroom to this 

floor. The second floor comprises a bedroom in 

the eaves with a superb folding Velux window/

balcony offering a panoramic view of the 

grounds and farmland beyond.

The property is approached via a shingle 

A beautiful double front extended Victorian country  
home set in nearly three acres of land
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driveway to the side with off road parking for 

numerous vehicles. There is a tandem garage/

workshop and a flint Byre with corrugated 

roofing. The wonderfully private grounds of this 

property have to be seen to be appreciated, with a 

superb large lawned area, fruit trees, an extensive 

wild garden area with path, green house and 

of course the crystal clear swimming pool. 

Naturally filtered with reeds and stone set in a 

fenced area with composite decking. In addition, 

there is a separate gated plot with the ruins of a 

former flint barn, which potentially subject to 

the necessary consents and permissions, could be 

reinstated or possibly another property created.
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The Details
35’ Flint byre and separate timber garage

Extensive landscaped gardens

Fabulous natural swimming pool with reed 

fi ltration system

24’1” kitchen/breakfast/family room with 

separate utility

Principal bedroom suite with Juliet balcony 

and views across neighbouring farmland

Three further bedrooms and family bathroom

Private accompanied viewing strictly via 

Saddlers, Reed House, 1-3 Old Ashford Rd, 

Charing TN27 0JG (Tel: 01233 713127)

Price: £1,150,000
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Turners, Hothfield
Owned by the same family for the past 25 years, 

this charming period Grade II listed country 

home sits in a plot totalling 4.76 acres with 

uninterupted views across to the North Downs.

Turners originally dates back to the 17th 

century and showcases a wealth of character 

features with inglenook fireplaces and exposed 

timbers. The house was subsequently extended 

in the 1950’s and again in the mid 1990’s to 

the arrangement that you see today, ideal for a 

family.

On entering the side entrance to a vaulted 

ceiling breakfast room, a 1990’s addition which 

opens through to a spacious kitchen and a 

conservatory to take in the garden views. Next is 

a super dining room with a large inglenook fire, 

exposed beams and brick floor. You then arrive 

at the hall, with cloakroom and extended porch 

with the original front door, stairs to the first 

floor, a 25’2” (7.67m) drawing room, again with 

large inglenook fire and study beyond.

To the first floor there is a landing, main 

bedroom with a large Jack and Jill en-suite/

bathroom, three further bedrooms along with an 

additional shower room to the other end of the 

landing.

Outside, you arrive via an electric gate into a 

gravel courtyard with a turning circle and 

A Classic Example of a Kentish Period Home  
with Open Countryside Views
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plentiful parking for several vehicles. There is a 

garage, wine store, two former dairy buildings 

and a double cart lodge. 

The vendor informs us there is potential here, 

subject to the necessary consents, to convert 

these outbuildings into an annexe. Behind this, 

there is a heated outdoor pool with sliding 

electric cover in a private hedged area offering 

a wonderful place to relax with the family. The 

formal gardens are a real feature of this property, 

beautifully tended with box dwarf hedging, herb 

garden, rose garden, lavender borders, a large 

vegetable plot and a fruit tree area. In addition 

there are two large fields with wonderful 

uninterupted views across the Kent countryside 

totalling 3.72 acres.
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The Details
4.76 acre plot featuring superbly presented 

formal gardens and two paddocks

Two former dairy buildings

Heated outdoor swimming pool

Gated driveway with turning circle and 

parking for several vehicles

Garage and wine Store

Family room, drawing room, study and

orangery/dining room.

Private accompanied viewing strictly via 

Saddlers, Reed House, 1-3 Old Ashford Rd, 

Charing TN27 0JG (Tel: 01233 713127)

Price: £1,350,000
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kentish
food   •  drink  •   produce

Local & loving it
Our county is packed full of fine food and drink. From furrow to orchard,  

from marsh to shore - Kent is crammed with foodie delights.   

Fabulous locally produced food includes just-caught fish; superb oysters; tender  
Romney Marsh lamb; sweet soft fruit and tangy apples. Wash it down with  
locally-made, world-class wine; a crisp cider or a traditionally brewed beer. 

All this makes Kent an outstanding place to eat out. From contemporary Michelin-
starred restaurants to characterful eateries graced by log fires or stunning sea views. Kent 
offers everything from fine dining and gourmet Asian cuisine, to great grub in rural pubs.

Kent is also renowned for its orchards abundant with apples, pears and cherries. Fertile 
soil, a favourable climate and centuries-old expertise create prime growing conditions.   

81Autumn 2020 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk



82  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Autumn 202082Autumn 2020 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk



83Autumn 2020 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk

THE BIG APPLE

O
ver 2,300 different varieties have 

been grown in Britain, of every 

texture, colour and shape, from 

nutty, spicy late-seaon types to fresh, light 

ones that smell faintly of berries.

We’ve been eating apples since forever: 

fi rst in central Asia, then in Turkey and the 

rest of Europe too. Quite when we Brits fi rst 

got into them isn’t clear, but they crop up in 

all the best myths – Greek, Norse, Christian. 

And in fairytales, they’re everywhere!

Apples are perennial; after blossoming 

in spring they are gathered in autumn and 

ready for winter, when we can retreat to 

the kitchen and bake to our heart’s content. 

‘Early-eaters’ like the Beauty of Bath 

and Laxton’s Early Crimson ripen in late 

summer. Soft and sweet, they don’t keep 

long but are the perfect foil for summer’s 

late blackberries. Autumn heralds the arrival 

of the ‘late-keepers’, like the Blenheim 

Orange, with its longer shelf-life and robust 

fl avour. Eaten out of the hand, ‘late-keepers,’ 

with the longest storage time of all, bring 

a refreshing tang to the end of a long 

winter. Once you’ve munched on a crisp 

May Queen, the latest-keeper of all, you’ve 

reached the end of the season.

Of course, apples come in two types, 

they may be fruit bowl staples, but there’s far more 

variety to, and endless more usages for, the humble 

apple than might immediately meet the eye.

eaters and cookers. Eaters are the sweetest 

(and the tastiest). Cookers are bigger and 

way more acidic – the Bramley is the classic 

British one. They can be very sour and 

most demand you add sugar to them while 

cooking.

As for what to do with them: what can’t 

you do? Chutney, crumbles, Charlotte, pie 

and sauce are all classics; apple enjoys being 

paired with most meat, but pork, sausages 

and bacon especially.

As with everything, the best apples are 

tree-ripened and recently picked; do it 

yourself when you can, and some orchards 

allow you to. When picking, cup the fruit in 

your hand and twist; if the stalk comes away 

from the tree easily, the juicy treat is ready 

for you.

Brogdale Collections in Faversham is 

the home of the National Fruit Collection 

and houses over 2,000 varieties including 

rare and heritage specimens. Visitors 

can enjoy orchard walks, fruit displays, 

juice tasting, cider sales and more. (www.

brogdalecollections.org). For those wanting 

to grow their own visit Grow at Brogdale, the 

on-site fruit tree nursery. 

(www.brogdaleonline.co.uk).

83Autumn 2020 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.cnkent.co.uk



84  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Autumn 2020

THE OLD NEPTUNE
A truly pleasurable experience

OPENING HOURS 11.30 - 9PM 
12-9PM SUNDAY

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY AND FROM 12-4PM 
& 4.30 - 8PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

Marine Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1EJ
01227 272262 • www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk

� eoldneptune

herman’s plaice

Thanking all the visitors to Standard Quay, Faversham who 
have supported us through the ongoing pandemic.

With Christmas coming up, please remember 
to shop local and support small independent businesses.  

we have one of the largest selections 
of fresh and frozen fish & seafood in kent

Unit 10, Standard Quay, 
Faversham, ME13 7BS 

  OPENING TIMES
Lunch: Tue - Sun 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings: Tue - Mon 6pm - 9.30pm

41 Harbour Street, Whitstable CT5 1AH   Tel: 01227 265337
www.birdiesrestaurant.co.uk

Birdies is one of Whitstable’s oldest family run restaurants, serving brilliant 
locally caught fresh fi sh features alongside great French classics.



sam’s
free range turkeys

SAM’S TURKEYS are reared to the 

highest welfare standards, and are 

free to range the meadow and 

grassland which makes up nearly 

four acres of land.

Our turkeys come oven-ready, having 

hung for a minimum of 14 days.  

Traditionally prepared by hand, we 

guarantee the best quality turkey for 

your special meal. Our turkeys are 

available either whole or as a crown.

ORDER NOW
Tel: 07742 667491

Wey Street Farm

Faversham ME 13 9JB

email: info@samsturkeys.co.uk

www.samsturkeys.co.uk
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METHOD
In a large bowl, whisk together the egg, milk, oil, 100g of sugar and 

salt.

Into a separate bowl, sift together the fl our and baking powder, then 

sieve this again into the egg and milk mixture. Whisk together until 

you have a smooth batter. Have a tray lined with kitchen paper ready.

In a shallow frying pan, carefuly heat the oil to 180˚C.

Cook the fritters in batches, dipping each apple ring into the batter 

and then carefully lowering into the hot oil. Fry on each side for 1-2 

minutes until golden brown, then, using a slotted spoon, lift out and 

lay on the kitchen paper to soak up any excess oil.

Mix the 30g of sugar and cinnamon together in a shallow bowl or 

tray, then while still warm, toss each fritter in the mixture, coating 

them evenly. Serve immediately.

YOU WILL NEED
1 medium egg

240ml whole milk

1 teaspoon vegetable oil

100g caster sugar, plus 30g 

pinch of salt

150g plain fl our

1 teaspoon baking powder

400ml vegetable oil, for 

frying

4 apples cored and cut into 

1cm rings

1 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon

WIN A COPY
For your chance to win a copy 

of The Lost Orchard by Raymond Blanc, 

please email your name, address and 

telephone number to dawn@cnkent.co.uk. 

Closing date:  Friday, 20th November 2020   

The Lost Orchard, with foreword by HRH 

The Prince of Wales by Raymond Blanc 

(£10.99, Headline) is out now in paperback

THE LOST ORCHARD
Raymond Blanc

APPLE BEIGNETS
I have fond memories of Mardi Gras, when the children of our village would dress up and visit 

every home, where we would receive a ‘penny’ and the fl uffi est, delicious beignet. My mother made 

her own version with the Reinette Grise du Canada apples that gew behind our house, and I still 

remember the beautiful contrast between the crisp, light batter and the soft, intense apple fi lling. 

The beignets ar especially good served with chocolate sauce, ice cream, or a lovely English custard.
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Photo: www.thegirllovestoeat.com
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METHOD
Roll out the pastry dough on a fl oured work surface to a circle 

slightly larger than the prepared tart tin. Transfer the dough to the 

tin. To trim the edges, roll a rolling pin over the top, using the edge 

of the tin as a cutting surface and let the excess pastry fall away. 

Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes, until fi rm.

To bake blind, preheat the oven to 2000C/fan 1800/gas 6. Prick the 

pastry base all over, line with baking parchment and fi ll with baking 

beans. Bake in the preheated oven for 15 minutes, then remove the 

paper and beans and bake for a further 10-15 minutes, until golden. 

Let cool before fi lling.

To make the apple and vanilla purée, put the apples, vanilla pod, 

sugar and butter in a saucepan with 3-4 tablespoons water. Cook 

gently, stirring often, for about 10-15 minutes until soft (adding more 

water if necessary). Remove the vanilla pod, use the tip of a small 

sharp knife to scrape the vanilla seeds directly into the mixture, then 

discard the pod. Transfer the mixture to a food processor and purée 

until smooth.

Preheat the oven to 1900C/fan 1700/gas 5. Spread the puree evenly 

in the pastry case. Arrange the apple slices in a neat circle around 

the edge; they should be slightly overlapping. Repeat to create an 

inner circle, trimming the slices slightly so that they fi t, going in the 

opposite direction from the outer circle. Brush with melted butter 

and sprinkle over the sugar. 

Bake in the preheated oven for 25-35 minutes, until the apples are 

just browned and tender. Serve warm with cream.

Recipe from Cinnamon, Spice & Warm Apple Pie, published by Ryland 

Peters & Small (£9.99), photography Ryland Peters & Small.

YOU WILL NEED
1 quantity sweet 

pastry dough, at room 

temperature

3 mild eating apples, 

peeled, cored and sliced

1 tablespoon unsalted 

butter, melted

1 tablespoon sugar

chilled single cream to 

serve

For the apple and vanilla 

purée

3 apples (any variety) 

peeled, cored and sliced

1 vanilla pod

2-4 tablespoons caster 

sugar

2 teaspoons unsalted 

butter

CINNAMON, SPICE & WARM APPLE PIE
APPLE TART

Apple tart is a classic, but this recipe represents a slight departure. The combination of apples and 

vanilla is absolutely divine, so a layer of vanilla-scented apple purée has been added.
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The Street, Preston, nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED
Tel: 01227 728580    

Here at Coppers Bistro from the beginning of October, we are happy 

to announce our New Winter breakfast and lunch menus. We are also 

gearing ourselves up for the Christmas season. Please visit our Facebook 

page or call us for details and let’s get the party started.

• Call for reservations to avoid disappointment.

� Fully licenced

�  Opening hours
Friday & Saturday
9.00am - 5.00pm

Sunday-Thursday
10.00am - 4.00pm

�  Local beers, wines 
and juices

The Street, Preston, nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED

COPPERS BISTRO
Café   �  Kitchen  �   Bar 
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Tiddly Pomme is the Farm Shop at Brogdale Farm. We are home to a fabulous range of bottled Kentish ales 
and ciders, as well as our own Brogdale Craft Cider (makers of Woolly Pig), produced entirely from apples 

and pears of the National Fruit Collection here on site.  
We are also the main stockist of Brogdale Juices, pure single variety and blended apple and pear juices 

made from the same fruits as our ciders.  Our range of locally produced food and drinks is ever expanding, 
and is complimented by a fabulous selection of gifts, cards, prints and books. 

Open Mon 12-4, Tues to Sat 10–5, Sun 10.30-4.30    Tel: 01795 529100     
Email: tiddlypomme@brogdalecider.co.uk  Web: www.tiddlypommeshop.co.uk 

Tiddly Pomme, The Marketplace, Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Rd, Faversham, Kent. ME13 8XZ 
 

Bull Green, 

Bethersden TN26 3LB

Tel: 01233 822463

Email: Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk

We are a family-run farm rearing Dexter 

cows, sheep and chickens. We believe 

animals should be able to roam free in the 

fi elds and enjoy fresh air and green grass.

We have a nicely stocked shop with fresh 

eggs daily, home grown veg, and a variety 

of local products such as Kentish honey, 

jams, and occasionally freshly baked cakes. 

We also have a freezer packed with locally 

made pies and tasty treats. 
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For more great recipes, please visit www.macknade.com.
Ingredients available at both Macknade’s Faversham and 
Ashford branches.
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METHOD

Preheat oven to 200 degrees / gas mark 4 and prepare baking sheet 

– oiled or with baking paper.

Mix flour and baking powder before rubbing in cold butter to 

create breadcrumbs.

Stir ¾ of the cheese and the herbs, apples and olives into the mix.

Whisk egg and combine with milk before pouring into the centre 

of the mixture. Use a blunt knife to stir and combine a soft dough.

Transfer to floured surface and knead gently before flattening with 

your hands to approx. 2cm thick.

Cut rounds with a small cutter (easier if straight-sided) until all 

pastry is used and place on baking tray. Top with remaining cheese 

and bake in the oven for 12-15 minutes.

YOU WILL NEED

300g self-raising flour

1/2 tsp baking powder

75g cold butter-cubed

125g of Kentish Winterdale 

Shaw (or other hard 

Kentish cheese)

1 tsp fresh herbs (we used 

tarragon but thyme or 

rosemary also work well)

1 grated Kentish green 

apple

1 good handful of Italian 

olives, coarsely chopped

1 egg

115ml of milk

APPLE & CHEESE SCONES
These scones combine crisp green apples with the characterful Winterdale Shaw,  

a traditional clothbound cheese made near Sevenoaks. Serve warm with butter,  

extra cheese and apple, or a red onion marmalade.

With a well-established food hall in Faversham and a brand-new deli & dining experience in 

Ashford, independent grocer Macknade is well-positioned in Kent to select the finest local apples. 

As Kent begins to harvest the best the orchards have to offer, why not enjoy the apple season  

with this savoury scone recipe. A fine selection of heritage apple varieties from local supplier 

Brogdale, are now in store at Macknade.

IN SEASON!



94  www.cnkent.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Autumn 2020

CHILHAM SHOP
Farm shop & plant centre 

Canterbury Road, Chilham CT4 8DX
Tel: 01227 730348  |  chilhamshop.co.uk

FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES
Serving Chilham and the surrounding villages for over 35 years with a wide range of fresh, fruit, vegetables, cut � owers, 

garden plants as well as a good selection of general groceries, dairy, bakery, frozen foods and much more.

Mon to Sat: 8:30am to 6pm  Sun: 9am to 5pm. And Chilham Post O�  ce

FREE DELIVERY to Chilham and neighbouring villages

LOWER HARDRES 
FARM SHOP
� In-house butchery
�  Award-winning Appledore turkeys; 

free-range geese; chickens; local game, 
pork, beef and lamb.

� Fresh local produce
�  Fruit, vegetables and salad, 

sourced as locally as possible.
� Cheese and deli products
� Stockist of The Chai Stop fi nest curries
� Seasoned logs, coal and kindling
� Skinners dog food
� Local wines and ciders

www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk   Tel: 01227 700947 email: info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
Lower Hardres Farm, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 5NU

A P

free-range geese; chickens; local game, 

NOW 
TAKING 
XMAS 

ORDERS

TAKING TAKING 



185 FAVERSHAM ROAD, WHITSTABLE CT5 4BJ • TEL: 01227 272705

WWW.THEOYSTERPEARLRESTAURANT.COM

FOR LOCALLY SOURCED & FRESHLY 
PREPARED DISHES EVERY DAY

British and Pan-Asian cuisine. Serving high quality and creative dishes
We off er diners a safe environment with hand sanitisers, social distancing measures and full table service.

THE OYSTER PEARL
PUB & RESTAURANT
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C
hile has been making wine for over 500 

years – since the Spanish conquered 

the land back in the 16th century. The 

country had a voracious appetite for wine but 

it was mostly made from Pais (Criolla Chica in 

Argentina) which made a thin, rustic red wine 

that is still made today, but it doesn’t reach the 

export market as the quality is not high enough 

for international tastes. 

When the country gained independence from 

Spain in the mid 19th century, immigrants from 

France and Spain brought a number of cuttings 

with them such as Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 

Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay, and Chile 

had a bank of these vines which were free from 

Phylloxera, the louse which devasted 90% of 

vineyards in Europe at the end of the 19th 

century. 

Let’s say cheers 
TO CHILE

Rowena Hawtin reports on a recent tasting of wines from  

Chile, a country with great potential whose wines have gone  

from strength to strength in recent years.
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Many of these vines still 

survive today as bush vines 

which produce  intensely 

concentrated grapes from 

low yielding vines that make 

highly sought-after wines. But 

in the late 1990s the country 

had a reputation for producing 

vast quantities of cheap wine 

– mostly Merlot as land and 

labour were cheap compared 

with many other wine producing 

countries. But today,  the 

country is going from strength 

to strength in  transforming its international  

reputation from a country that just produced 

bulk wine to a country that uses the latest 

techniques in winemaking and is developing 

new vineyards that express individual wine 

styles as well as a connection with the place 

or terroir. For example, the Atacama desert in 

northern Chile, the driest desert on earth, is 

now producing top quality wine – albeit a small 

amount from Tara wines named after the salt 

fl ats in the region.

At a recent online tasting I hosted, we tasted 

three wines from Chile – one white and two red  

which are ideal to ease you slowly into Autumn 

as you watch the leaves on the trees turn brown 

and eventually fall to the ground. 

Santa Rita ‘Medalla Real’ Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 Maipu 14%

Cabernet Sauvignon is the most 

planted red grape in the country and 

does really well in the warm sunshine 

to produce ripe grapes and full-bodied 

wines. This wine comes from Maipu 

– a sub region in the Central Valley - 

inland from the coast, so its warmer, 

but at the same time the region 

benefi ts from the gaps in the coastal 

mountains so the breezes can reach 

the vineyards – cooling them down 

and lengthening the time on the vine. 

This grape variety has high tannins, 

due to the thick skin, and needs a good 

deal of heat to ensure all the 

aromatics are ripe as well as 

the tannins. 

This wine is deep ruby 

with a nose of blackcurrant, 

menthol and toasty vanilla 

notes. Aged in French oak, it 

has ripe, sweet tannins and a 

long, lingering length.  This is 

a big, full-bodied wine and can 

take strong or rich fl avoured 

food and will go well with 

spicy red meat, venison and 

goose.
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Mayu Carmenere 

Appassimento 14.5%

Carmenere is Chile’s own grape – their 

signature variety and although originally 

from Bordeaux where it was used in 

blends to soften the astringent Cabernet 

Sauvignon, today it is only found in 

Chile. For many years, in fact as recently 

as 1994, it was confused with Merlot so 

both these grapes were planted in the 

same vineyard and harvested at the same 

time which was disastrous as Carmenere 

ripens earlier than Merlot so you either 

had ripe Carmenere and unripe Merlot 

or ripe Merlot and overripe Carmenere. 

Fortunately, today the grapes are planted 

separately and managed accordingly, so 

this grape can produce some extremely 

good wines when managed properly. 

The one we tasted was a rare example 

of the Italian appassimento method 

used to produce a Carmenere. The 

grapes were picked and air dried for 

two months in the driest place on 

earth, the Elqui valley, to create a rich, 

concentrated juice. It has a deep red 

colour with aromas of dark fruit such 

as blackberries, plums and cherries, 

medium tannins, a touch of vanilla and 

slightly green herbaceous notes. 

This wine would go really well with 

lamb and coriander, lamb kebabs with 

a touch of spice or even bacon as there 

is a touch of smokiness in this wine. Or 

why not try some empanadas and green 

olives, as the green herbaceous character 

will complement the olives perfectly!

Morande one to one 

Gewurztraminer 2019  

Casablanca Valley  13.5%

This aromatic wine accounts for only about 1% 

of the country’s total production so is a rare find 

indeed. Produced in the Casablanca valley which 

is on the Pacific coast, it has the strong sunshine 

to ensure that the grape fully ripens whilst at 

the same time, the cool Pacific breezes and the 

fog that descends on the coast slow down the 

ripening to make sure that the acidity doesn’t 

drop too far, but the grape has time for all the 

aromas to develop. 

The wine has intense aromas of lychees, orange 

blossom, melon, jasmine and is rich on the palate, 

but at the same time refreshing from the crisp 

acidity. This aromatic grape variety is the perfect 

partner for Asian dishes such as Chinese, Thai or 

mild Indian curries.

DISCOVER THE VINE runs regular online wine 

tastings on Thursday evenings fortnightly.  

If you enjoy wine and would like to know more, 

please see my website for my latest tastings.   

www.discoverthevine.co.uk   #thewinelady

All three wines sampled are available from Majestic





A di� erent perspective
Some furniture is made for the here and now. Some is built to stand the test of time. 

At Neptune, we believe that the best can do both. 

Because good design never gets old.

Neptune Canterbury, 01227 209300  Neptune Tonbridge, 01732 351866

Book an appointment to chat to one of our friendly designers – on us.
neptune.com


