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WONDERFUL
window treatments

How to get the 
most out of your 
garden in winter



Set over two floors; you will find a completely unique 3500 sq. ft. of truly 

spectacular showroom, allowing you to experience an extensive range of 

beautiful kitchens, bedrooms, studies and other bespoke furniture. 

Please call us to book in a design consultation



www.handmadekitchens.co.uk

01959 532233

Visit our beautiful showrooms

@ Orchard Barn;  

opposite Polhill Garden Centre,  

Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks, TN14 7AD

Opening times

Monday – Friday 8am-4pm 

Saturday 8am-2pm

http://www.handmadekitchens.co.uk
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Ashford & Cranbrook Roofi ng

Now producing hand-made clay Kent Peg tiles for our customers

www.cranbrookroofing.co.uk

Tel: 01580 242925

Experts in heritage roofi ng

http://www.cranbrookroofing.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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A
re you a winter person or a summer person? Do 

you love the crunch of frost under your boots 

or do you long for the days when you can run 

barefoot through the grass? Here at Conservation News 

we embrace every season as inspiration to create a new, 

exciting edition of the magazine, but we know that dark 

days and long nights can leave some people struggling.

If you’re one of those people then browse through 

our magazine to bring some warmth into your life and 

read about all the good things that winter can bring. 

If you’re already a fan of the colder weather then let 

our articles remind you of why you love this season!

We’ve got the low down on winter gardening, places 

to visit in Kent and a special feature on exploring the 

history of your property, plus many more articles, ideas 

and tips for making the most of your home.

So read on and enjoy this wintery edition of 

Conservation News!

Dawn and Nadene

Welcome
Winter 2021

Competition winner from Autumn 21: Mrs A Crosbie-Cowley, Bearsted

mailto:dawn@conservationnews.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Alice Scrutton ‘Sailing’ oil on canvas 76 x 122cm

Sculpture for the home & garden

Over 100 original contemporary paintings and sculpture by  

established, award-winning and emerging artists. We also offer a  

home trial service to enable you to see artworks in situ.

23 The Pantiles, (Lower Walk), Tunbridge Wells

www.fairfaxgallery.com (Est. 1995) Tel: 01892 525525

http://www.fairfaxgallery.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Winter wonders
Pared-back beauty
The National Trust’s Sissinghurst Castle Garden 

is open during winter, allowing visitors to enjoy 

the architectural structure and pared-back 

beauty of this celebrated garden. It is in winter 

that the brilliance of Harold Nicolson’s design 

comes to the fore.

Head Gardener Michelle Cain said: “We’d 

love to change the perception that gardens are 

only interesting in summer.” 

In winter, the clever use of hedges, used to 

defi ne the now-famous series of garden rooms, 

is particularly obvious. And with the abundant 

fl owers and foliage of the high season pared 

back, the long vistas take centre stage. 

BOXING CLEVER!
Its during winter that evergreens really 

come into their own. But sarcococca, more 

popularly known as Christmas box, has 

more to offer than just neat glossy leaves. 

From late December onwards sarcococcas 

produce masses of creamy-white fl owers. 

They might not be spectacular to look at, 

but they emit an intense honeyed perfume. 

Unlike true box (buxus), sarcococcas are 

immune to box blight and thrive in shade.

Winter doesn’t have to be white in the garden, 

even if there is a blanket of snow covering the 

soil. Most of the colour comes from berries: 

hollies, firethorn, and other winter-fruiting 

plants that add unexpected splashes of reds and 

oranges to your winter garden.

Garden                
NOTES
Garden                

At this time of year birds become bolder, 

venturing into gardens in search of scraps 

and well-stocked bird tables. Keep feeders 

full of calorie-rich food such as peanuts, 

sunfl ower hearts and suet products. Put seed 

mix, chopped apples and grated cheese on 

ground-feeding stations for robins, thrushes 

and blackbirds and leave the seedheads on 

herbaceous plants such as fennel, Verbena 

and echinacea for birds such as sparrows and 

goldfi nches. Finally, don’t forget January marks 

a really important event for the UK’s garden 

birds at is the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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TREES FOR WINTER GARDENS

Fruit trees are good because they don’t grow too big. 

Choose trees with spring blossom and autumn colour, 

or ones that hang onto fruits and berries for a long 

time. Crab apples are perfect and are great even in small 

gardens. Malus ‘Gorgeous’ looks particularly lovely 

with its masses of white fl owers in spring and long-

lasting colourful fruits that resemble the most perfect 

miniature apples, and hold well into November. 

They’re also ideal for making a tangy, pink jelly. 

CONTAINER COLOUR
As the days close in and the fi rst frosts 

arrive, bedding plants will need removing 

and replacing if the garden is to offer 

much winter colour. Here are some of our 

favourite container plants to brighten up 

your winter pots.

• Winter fl owering heathers

• Violas

• Winter-fl owering pansies

• Cyclamen

• Ornamental cabbages

• Skimmia japonica

• Cornus (dogwood)

What to do now
•  Dead-head autumn-fl owering plants and 

prune summer-fl owering shrubs.

•  Avoid walking on your lawn or you will 
damage it fairly easily.

•  Add cloches to winter salads to protect from 
the weather and pests, and wrap pots of 
half-hardy plants in bubble wrap or fl eece.

• Put feeders out. Birds will appreciate nuts, 
seeds and fat balls. Remember to freshen up 
water regularly and ensure it doesn’t freeze.

•  There’s still time to get bulbs in the ground 
in November to guarantee winter colour 
from January onwards.

•  Tidy and clean your garden tools.

• Winter prune apple trees.

•  Divide snowdrops. 

TIMELY TRIM
With its prolifi c sprays of fragrant 
fl owers, wisteria is one of the highlights 
of late spring. Despite its delicate 
appearance it is an extremely vigorous 
plant. If you don’t prune it back now, 
whilst it’s dormant it will soon run 
amok. So sharpen your secateurs 
and set to work. Aim to create a 
simple, open framework that lets 
light through to the fl owering spurs 
that will produce next spring’s fl owers.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Constructed and resurfaced 

in Kent, Sussex and Surrey

Please call Martin 

for free advice 

and quotations

Tel: 01424 892265

07831 643835

www.martingurr.co.uk

If you’ve got this... then you need this

• Long grass

• Weeds

• Thistles

• Brambles

• Chick weed

• 708cc Vtwin engine

• 3 sets of double blades

• Chevron grip rear tyres

• Powerful gearbox

• 110cm (44 inch) deck

The new ALKO T22 high grass mower

Call Mowpower on 01633 828627 and try it in your own garden

www.mowpower.co.uk/videos

Mowpower – Harrietsham – The high grass mower specialists

http://www.martingurr.co.uk
http://www.mowpower.co.uk/videos
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Four Oaks Tree Care 
& gardening service

Professional & reliable family-run business. 

We pride ourselves in providing our customers with a fi rst 

class service. FREE, no-oblibation quotations for every job.

• Tree surgery 
• Hedge cutting 
• Fencing 
• Landscaping 
• Patios

Call David 07909 596060
fouroakstreecare3@gmail.com | www.fouroaks-treecare.business.site

CURRENT OFFERS: 

10% DISCOUNT on the total order value for kerbside 
delivery. Use code KERB10 at checkout

20% DISCOUNT on the total order value for collection 
from our workshop. Use code COLLECT20 at checkout.

Unit 1, Petham Court Farm, Swanley BR8 8DL

www.theshedfactory.co.uk � 01732 823455

mailto:fouroakstreecare3@gmail.com
http://www.fouroaks-treecare.business.site
http://www.theshedfactory.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Winter warmers  
for outdoor spaces

The garden can be a great alternative space to ‘chill out’ with family and friends even 

during the colder months. So enjoy your garden this winter with these warming tips...

Photo: neptune.com

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Add some ambiance

If you’re going to sit out in your 

garden over the winter then you’re 

going to need some decent lighting. 

Somehow candlelight instantly 

warms a space, if not literally then 

certainly psychologically. Twinkling 

fairy lights will also enhance the 

cosy atmosphere by creating strong 

contrasting shadows and will frame 

your designated space beautifully. 

Solar-powered lights are a great idea 

as they do not need a power source 

and most come on automatically 

when it begins to get dark. They 

come in all shapes and sizes from 

wall-mounted lights to strings of 

pretty fairy lights. 

Take shelter

Adding shelter will not only increase intimacy 

but will, of course, shield you from the 

elements. A gazebo is a great all-round refuge.

Vintage style lights, £45, Cox & Cox

Photo: uniquehomestays.com

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Feed a cold

The best part of alfresco entertaining is of 

course food and what better way to warm the 

cockles of the heart than by hosting an 

Alpine-style gathering? Make hot drinks and 

cook warming stews indoors and serve in 

mugs outside. Or even better, spark up the 

BBQ as an extra source of heat.

Wrap it up

Keeping your guests warm is essential 

if you want to throw a comfortable, 

winter garden party. One of the 

cheapest and easiest ways to stay 

cosy in the garden is to wrap up in 

blankets or throws. Lie them over 

your lap, wrap them around your 

shoulders or cuddle underneath one 

with your loved ones, and as the 

night gets colder, keep close toasty 

hot water bottles to keep extra warm.

When not in use, look out for 

large rain (and snow) proof storage 

boxes that you can stash cushions 

and throws in. If you get one sturdy 

enough, they can make excellent 

alternative seating option in smaller 

outdoor spaces too.

Photo: uniquehomestays.com

Make sure your outdoor 

furniture is dry and then 

soften it up with plenty of 

faux fur throws and wool 

cushions.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Cosy seating

In the summer you might want to lie out in 

the sunshine on a sun lounger or perch on a 

cool and airy wooden chair in the heat but in 

the winter a different type of outdoor seating 

is called for. Get next-level cosy on a padded 

outdoor sofa with thick, washable cushions 

add extra comfort and warmth for those chilly 

winter evenings.

Or what about the outdoor Phoenix chair 

which heats up at the touch of a button leaving 

you warm and cocooned, ready to enjoy the 

colder days or stay outside longer while the sun 

goes down. The chairs are beautiful, smooth 

and  heat up like a rock warmed up naturally 

from the sun. Made from cast stone, they are 

ergonomically shaped, tactile to the touch and 

very comfortable to sit in.  

Available from www.capital-garden.com

Fire bowls

Fire bowls are a popular alternative 

to chimeneas, providing warmth and 

ambience for when you want to sit 

around a nice glowing fire on a chilly 

evening with friends and family. 

The Original Kadai Fire bowls®, 

made from from recycled oil drums 

which have been riveted together for 

strength and durability, originate from 

a traditional India design, the word 

Kadai is and Indian word for a Balti 

shaped cooking pot. Kadai firebowls 

are great for BBQs and open outdoor 

fires. They add a warm feel to any BBQ 

or cool evening, for sitting round the 

fire. (Available locally from Preston 

Garden Centre,  

www.prestongardencentre.co.uk)

Photo: neptune.com

http://www.capital-garden.com
http://www.prestongardencentre.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Hot tubs

Surely one of the best times to own a 

hot tub is in the winter, giving you a 

chance to escape from the cold weather 

by sinking into hot, soothing water. 

This is a great time to get the family or 

friends into your spa, especially when 

it’s beautiful and snowy. This can make 

for a unique and memorable place for a 

winter gathering and socialising.

Photo: layeredlounge.com

Photo: uniquehomestays.com

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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• Resin bound & bonded  • Hot bitumen & gravel  

• Groundworks  • Tarmacadam

• Dropped kerbs & crossovers • Block paving

Tel: 01892 652700   Mobile: 07506 968221
stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk |  info@stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk

Call us for all your waste needs
Fully licensed - FREE quotations

• Household 
• Site clearance
• Garden waste 
• Commercial
• Builders 
• Demolition
• Contract work

“No need to skip it...
                    let us load and tip it!”

Out of hours & weekend collections

Tel: 01732 823511 Mob: 07803 854424

Email: info@fi rst4waste.com

quickquotes@fi rst4waste.com

www.fi rst4waste.com

We aim to recycle as much of our waste as possible to keep the world greener

NEW 
SERVICE
Asbestos 
removal

http://www.fi
mailto:info@stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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C
raft has been a part of British 

life since prehistoric times, 

when pottery was mostly 

homemade, and hand-woven 

woollen textiles shielded us 

from the elements. 

Many types of craft have been made in 

Britain over the centuries, but the ones that 

have stood the test of time are the 

simplest and most functional. Often, 

they’ve been made from home-grown 

materials, so learning about them can 

help us to understand our landscape and 

history. Take basket weaving, which may 

be the world’s oldest craft. Our native 

plants – such as hazel, willow and rushes 

– were once widely used for weaving 

baskets. These were the most common 

form of packaging in olden times – the 

historical equivalent of plastic cartons and 

cardboard boxes. 

Up until a century ago, most villages 

would’ve had their own weaver. There 

were endless different types of basket for 

everything from transporting bread and 

linen to catching fish, trapping birds and 

carrying bricks and coal; the craft helped, 

quite literally, to build Britain. The earliest 

potters used basket ‘moulds’ to shape their 

vessels, long before the potter’s wheel was 

A very 
       British craft

invented. Not many ancient baskets survive 

because they were used until they fell apart, 

but today’s versions are made just like they 

were long ago; of all crafts, this is the one that’s 

changed the least.

Woodworking is another British craft that 

has stood the test of time. Native hardwoods 

like oak, elm and beech lent themselves to 

We’re experiencing a huge craft revival. It reflects a renewed love of the 

handmade, but it’s also about rediscovering designs that are simple, useful  

and long-lasting.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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being carved into furniture, bowls and spoons, 

and, as with basket weavers, villages would 

once have had their own wood-turner. By the 

18th century, handmade timber furniture was 

one of Britain’s biggest exports. This tradition 

had a huge influence on the Arts and Crafts 

Movement and continues to shape our tastes 

today; modern makers are reviving interest in 

wood as a sustainable, long-lasting material. 

Many of our rising furniture designers train 

at Buckinghamshire New University in High 

Wycombe, a centre of chair-making for 

centuries thanks to its beech woodlands (the 

area is the birthplace of the rustic Windsor 

chair, and lends it name to Neptune’s Wycombe 

collection, which began with a dining chair).

While craft is essentially about the hand-

made and the small scale, there are times when 

it has crossed over with bigger industry. With 

pottery, for example, factories like Wedgwood 

showed how traditional craftsmanship could 

be combined with thoughtful, ethical mass 

production. Ironmongery was also initially a 

homespun affair, with local blacksmiths making 

basics like tools, cooking pots and nails, but it 

was transformed by the modern postal service, 

which brought a huge demand for letterboxes, 

door numbers and knockers. The change drove 

craftsmen to be more creative with their ideas, 

proving that industrial methods can help old 

skills to thrive.

Perhaps one of the most interesting materials 

crafted in the UK is wool. Woollen cloth 

powered Britain’s medieval economy and was 

often referred to at the time as ‘white gold’. 

Everyone from peasants to wealthy landowners 

kept sheep, whether for cottage weaving or 

large-scale trade. It’s sometimes said that 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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the roots of Britain’s class system lie in this 

industry, as it was much easier for landowners 

with big flocks to sell high quantities of wool 

abroad. Although wool crafts declined after we 

began to import cotton in the 19th century, 

there are still reminders of how powerful they 

once were. In the House of Lords, the Speaker 

sits on the Woolsack, a 14th-century symbol of 

wool’s importance to the nation’s prosperity. 

One of England’s most well-preserved medieval 

towns, Lavenham in Suffolk, owes its beautiful 

half-timbered buildings to fortunes made 

from wool. And today, a revival 

of interest in natural materials 

has brought wool back into the 

spotlight: Harris Tweed, woven in 

the Outer Hebrides, is once again 

in fashion, as are hand-knitted 

woollen blankets.

Today, globalisation has brought 

artisan skills from around the 

world to Britain, ensuring that 

the craft movement is richer than 

ever. But traditions like the ones 

described here help to connect 

us with our past too. They’re 

even present in the surnames 

– Weaver, Potter, Turner – that 

we’ve inherited from our crafting 

ancestors.

Article cand photos ourtesy of 

Neptune (neptune.com) 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Neptune Tonbridge, 01732 351 866 
neptune.com/victoriasdiningroom

Some furniture is made for  

the here and now. Some is built  

to stand the test of time.  

At Neptune, we believe that  

the best can do both. 

Good design never  

grows old.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Bespoke fi tted bedrooms & fi tted home furniture
Over 40 years experience • Five year guarantee

Unit 5b, Beechcroft Farm Industries, Chapel Wood Road, Ash TN15 7HX

FULLY CARCASSED

FREE QUOTATIONS

SHOWROOM WITH 

FREE PARKING

Tel: 01474 874487

Monday to Friday

9.30am – 4pm

Saturday

10am – 4pm

(by appointment only)

www.gpmdesigns.co.uk

enquiries@gpmdesigns.co.uk

4 Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1JS 01622 676926 

www.sawardgallery.co.uk

● Bespoke framing  ● Wide choice of Mouldings & Swept Frames

●  Over 30 years experience  ● Friendly reliable service

Original artwork 

available by local Kent 

artist Cathy McClymont

http://www.gpmdesigns.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@gpmdesigns.co.uk
http://www.sawardgallery.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


Lucia Victoria Interiors is an award winning 

comprehensive design boutique/studio specialising 

and creating beautifully crafted luxury interiors 

for residential clients and property developers.

Run by Tracey Cooper, Lucia Victoria Interiors 

offers a highly personalised bespoke service. 

Each project is seamlessly executed and beautifully 

fi nished, no matter how large or small.

� Furnishings

� Wallpaper

� Fabrics

� Accessories

� Paints

41 High Street

West Malling

Kent ME19 6QH

E: tracey@luciavictoriainteriors.co.uk

W: www.luciavictoriainteriors.co.uk

01732 844967

07988 621107

 LuciaVictoriaInteriorsLtd

 luciavictoriainteriors

Inspired interiors

 LuciaVictoriaInteriorsLtd

 luciavictoriainteriors

mailto:tracey@luciavictoriainteriors.co.uk
http://www.luciavictoriainteriors.co.uk
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THE CORNER SHOP, HIGHGATE, HIGH STREET, HAWKHURST TN18 4ER

Tel: 01580 848303 or 07400 522081

www.oohhowlovely.co.uk

OPENING HOURS: TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 10AM - 5PM

� Home accessories � Gifts � Interior design � Bespoke curtains 

& blinds � Unique upholstery � Lampshades, including Pooky 

� Huge selection of cards � Local artisan’s products & gifts

http://www.oohhowlovely.co.uk
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F
rom traditional curtains and shutters, to 

beautiful stylish blinds, there is something 

to complement every kind of living space. 

Blinds
More adaptable than curtains and more versatile 

than voiles, the newest blinds come in a whole 

host of modern materials and super-chic colours, 

that not only make a feature of your windows, 

but provide flexible sun protection too. The latest 

fabrics also offer solar protection, so no more 

faded fabrics or floors. They also block out heat, 

so rooms stay comfortably cool. With moisture-

resistant, anti-fungal and dust-repellent 

options too, it’s easy to keep window 

treatments in top condition. 

If you need to reduce glare, choose 

one of the many sheer fabrics that 

provide an effective and modern 

alternative to nets. A mid-tone grey 

will take out glare but still provide 

good visibility. White reacts with the 

light and is harder to see through, 

whereas black gives the best visibility 

but will become totally transparent at 

night – fine if you’re not overlooked, 

but otherwise you’ll need a secondary 

window treatment to provide privacy. 

These mesh blinds gently filter out the 

sun’s rays without completely blocking 

out light, making them ideal if you work from 

home – no more struggling to see your computer 

screen if you’re sat near a window.

Make sure that you consider more than just 

the look of the blinds when purchasing though: 

you may need blackout blinds in one room but 

not another and, if you have large windows, 

you may need either custom-made blinds, or 

two or three smaller blinds that can be opened 

independently.

Ensure that you have measured your windows 

carefully before going shopping and remember 

that all ready-made blinds will have metric 

Windows are an essential part of the home for admitting natural light and providing 

ventilation as well as a view to the outside world, but there’s no reason that your 

windows should be drab and boring. There’s a huge range of window dressings 

available to ensure that your windows are not only functional but beautiful.

Dressing up

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Roman blind, made in Mika stonewash cotton in Rose, £52 per m, Susie Watson Designs

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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measurements on the packet, but 

not all will tell you the imperial 

equivalent. If in doubt ask the 

assistant, or go to an established 

company who will install as well 

as supply your new blinds.

ROLLER BLINDS

Roller blinds provide excellent 

protection against heat and 

light and give the room a neat, 

uncluttered look. Choose sheer 

to soften sunlight, patterned 

fabrics to introduce colour and 

texture or blackout blinds to 

block light completely. 

VERTICAL BLINDS

Vertical blinds have shaken off 

their dowdy office image with 

companies now offering sheers, 

patterns, even metallics to their 

ranges. Ideal for high windows 

and doors, tilt them to let in a lot or a little 

light, or pull back entirely.

VENETIAN BLINDS

For an easy way to control light levels in a 

room, Venetian blinds are the perfect option. 

More affordable than sought-after shutters, 

they have sleek fuss-free design and are 

available in a range of finishes to match your 

decor. Often period homes have irregular 

sized windows, so in this case, opting for 

bespoke blinds is a great option. 

ROMAN BLINDS

Still a firm favourite in homes, Roman 

blinds provide a softer look than wood or 

metal Venetian blinds and look better when 

combined with dress curtains, a trend which 

is growing. When pulled up, they make a 

Ventian blind from a selection at CGS Blinds, cgsblinds.co.uk

Roman blind from a selection at CGS Blinds, cgsblinds.co.uk

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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neat stack at the top of the frame that is still 

visible, so they remain a feature in any decorative 

scheme.

Designing a country kitchen? Opt for a 

lightweight, pretty floral blind to create a 

welcoming environment. Roman blinds are 

perfect if you like the softness of a fabric window 

treatment but don’t have space for curtains in 

your kitchen.

Shutters
Shutters are an authentic option for period 

homes from many different eras, and offered 

a practical solution before glazed windows 

were even in use. If you 

have original shutters they 

will need to be preserved 

and maintained, although 

fitting new shutters will add 

a beautiful feature. Sales of 

shutters have grown massively 

in the last few years. Taking 

their name from the sprawling 

19th-century mansions in 

America’s deep south, the 

most versatile are plantation-

style shutters. These feature 

louvres that open and close 

to minimise heat and provide 

ventilation and privacy when 

needed. 

Café-style shutters are hung 

only on the bottom half of 

the window and are more 

cost-effective. Ideal if you live 

at street level and need privacy, 

but still want to allow light in. 

Tier-on-tier shutters are more 

versatile, with two sets hung 

one above the other, working independently 

giving greater flexibility. 

Full-height shutters are the best option for 

taller windows. There is usually a dividing rail 

halfway up which makes them sturdier and 

enables the louvres in the top and bottom half to 

move independently.

Quality window shutters are very durable and 

long lasting. Once you have them, you don’t need 

to replace or repair them due to wear and tear, 

unlike other window treatments. They come 

with long warranties and do not require the 

same amount of cleaning that other blinds and 

curtains require. As they are typically left inside 

Shutters from a selection at pro-fitblinds.co.uk
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the house when sold, they 

can also increase the selling 

value of a property.

Tier-on-tier shutters have 

two sets of panels sitting 

top and bottom, giving you 

the flexibility to operate 

them separately, and greater 

control over the levels of 

light and privacy. Furnishing 

a period room? Pick smaller 

slats for a more traditional 

appeal; wider slats for a 

more contemporary one. 

Shutters are big news in 

the interior design world, 

thanks to a European 

influence and trends such as 

the ‘Scandi’ look, which have 

been flooding the nation for 

the past few seasons. Not 

only do shutters look great, 

they are also a durable, high-

quality window treatment 

which, whilst a little pricier 

in the first instance, represent an excellent long-

term investment. They’re considerably easier to 

keep clean than fabric window dressings and 

they’re very adaptable, coming in a variety of 

materials, colours and designs.

With styles including café, plantation and 

solid, you can get shutters to suit any house or 

room, but it’s a good idea to avoid readymade 

varieties and instead have them professionally 

made and fitted, as they’re less forgiving than 

curtains when it comes to unusual sizes or 

shapes. 

Of course that shouldn’t stop you from getting 

them. A reputable fitter will be able to create a 

custom product that will suit any size or shape of 

window and will make a beautiful and practical 

addition to your décor.

Curtains
Whilst blinds may be a popular modern option, 

a more traditional approach with curtains is 

increasingly coming back into fashion, with a 

new range of rods and hanging systems giving 

you the chance to make an old idea transferable 

to a modern setting.

Curtains can be extremely useful when it 

comes to conserving energy and lowering 

heating costs and add a strong statement of 

colour to a more minimally decorated room. 

Opting for loose draping materials with plenty 

Shutters from a selection at CGS Blinds

cgsblinds.co.uk
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of embellishments is a great option if you are 

looking to create a luxurious style in your home.

We know pelmets may be associated with 

the chintzier end of traditional country house 

design, but when they are done right they can 

lend style and elegance to a window. 

From cracks under doors to poorly glazed 

windows, period homes are no stranger to 

draughts. Changing the doors and windows may 

not be an option, but a heavy-lined curtain can 

offer a quick and affordable draughtproofing 

solution while also adding a welcoming wash 

of colour to rooms, plus if you pick a patterned 

print it’s a really quick and easy way to add some 

interest to a space. 

Velvet’s a huge trend for sofa upholstery and is 

just as appealing used for curtains. While roller 

blinds and shutters both work well in traditional 

space, nothing beats the luxurious look of velvet 

curtains with deep swags, lush fabrics and ornate 

pelmets.

People regard soft furnishings as integral to 

the overall look of the room and are prepared 

to pay for high quality. There has recently been 

a return to traditional decorative dressings with 

lots of trimmings, pelmets, swags and tails. It 

seems we are no longer afraid to be bold with 

interior design in the 21st century and the 

window has become a fantastic place to add a 

block of vibrant pattern or colour to a room 

and complement more neutral furniture and 

decoration.

Sanderson curtains and blinds made to order from The Chalk House,  thechalkhouse.co.uk

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


Add some colour to your home 

with our velvet collection of 

� airs and throws�



Bespoke handmade kitchens, bedrooms, studies & free-standing furniture

VISIT MY WORKSHOP

Unit 3 Chart Farm, Seal Chart TN15 0ES Sevenoaks

Call 07809 504251

Facebook - grantsofsevenoaks

Be Inspired
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Mobile interior fabric shop displaying the latest designs and offering a complete make-up service. 

We have a wide range of designer poles and specialist tracks, including Wave systems. 

Full fi tting service. Bespoke cushions, lampshades, bedding and upholstery to complete your project. 

Room design packages, mood boards and colour scheming.

Looking for just fabric? Ask about designer fabric options at competitive prices.

For more information visit www.karenperryinteriors.co.uk

Tel: 07706 0082748

Made to measure curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishings
Contemporary – French Country – Modern – Traditional – Bohemian

http://www.karenperryinteriors.co.uk
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19 Market Square,  

Westerham TN16 1AN    

Tel: 01959 565686

www.jaynereeseinteriors.co.uk

Open 7 days a week

Visit our three showrooms:

99-103 Main Road,  

Sundridge TN14 6EQ   

Tel: 01959 569100

Jayne Reese  
at The Interior Design Studios

53 Station Approach, Hayes,  

Bromley BR2 7EB    

Tel: 020 8462 3444

10% DISCOUNT when showing or mentioning this advert in store

http://www.jaynereeseinteriors.co.uk
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Located in a private residential courtyard, 

this twin-pitched building has undergone 

many changes over the last century. Having 

started life as a groundskeeper’s house for 

the Grade II listed Whitefriars property, it 

was knocked down and rebuilt in the 1950s 

ST JOHN, RYE
Marta Nowicka & Co has transformed a former St John Ambulance Station in East 

Sussex to create a family retreat featuring exposed brick walls and industrial-style 

finishes.

to create a large garage/ workshop for St John 

Ambulance whose HQ was then located at 

Whitefriars. They then downsized in the 70s, 

converting one side of the garage and its 

uppers into their offices.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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L
ocated in the medieval town of 

Rye in East Sussex is St John Rye, a 

detached house converted from a 

former St John ambulance station. 

The building sits back from the steep 

cobbles of Conduit Hill, sharing a courtyard 

with an elegant, listed Georgian building. Its 

unfamiliar appearance caught the eye of owner 

Marta Nowicka, an architect who had been 

visiting the town for 20 years. “I fell in love with 

the atmosphere, its medieval streets, stone and 

timber warehouses,” she recalls. She had been 

living nearby in a cottage on Camber Sands 

beach, waiting for something “wildly interesting 

and challenging” to come up in Rye. 

“As it was a former ambulance station, 

the ground floor was very spacious and the 

roof spaces had quirky attic-like rooms,” 

explains Nowicka. “It had this perfect 

spatial juxtaposition, plus it required a total 

refurbishment as it had not been touched since 

the 1970s.”

Nowicka purchased the property in 2013, 

but the project was beset by hurdles from the 

beginning: She was faced with the stringent 

planning laws of a conservation area, 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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buildings and complement the existing red 

brick structure.

Original materials were repurposed 

throughout wherever possible. “The old existing 

roof was made watertight, saving all the original 

tiles, including the moss that was growing on 

it,” explains Nowicka. From nearby Conduit 

Hill, the juxtaposition of weathered red brick 

and clay with flush, aluminium windows gives 

the onlooker a sense that something interesting 

is happening inside.

The garage doors were remade to meet 

building regulations, but Nowicka kept the 

neighbours objected to her plans, and town 

planners refused permission to enlarge the 

footprint of the original building. The project 

took six years in total and won an Architects’ 

Journal Retrofit Award in 2018.

A side extension that was added to the 

building in the 1970s was rebuilt to form an 

entrance hall and study on the ground floor 

and a bedroom and family bathroom on the 

first floor. The pitched roof visually extends the 

pitch of the existing building. Local, handmade 

clay peg tiles, added to clad the walls of the 

extension, reference the style of surrounding 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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originals, stripping them 

back and using them as wall 

cladding.

Inside, a double-sided 

wood-burning stove stands 

on a large concrete plinth 

in the middle of the space, 

creating a central heat 

source and focal point. 

Medieval dwellings were 

often arranged around 

a central hearth, and 

Nowicka sees this as a nod 

to the far-reaching history 

of the area.

Nowicka set about 

reorganising the floor 

plan. By removing an 

unoriginal central wall, she 

transformed the ground 

floor into a 780 sq ft space 

that is divided into two 

zones: kitchen and dining 

on one side of the wood 

stove, seating on the other. 

The flooring throughout is 

wide riven oak floorboards. 

Textured materials bring 

warmth to an otherwise minimalistic interior.

Oak is used to clad the walls of the double-

height stairwell. Robust materials have been 

used throughout, making the space suitable for 

large gatherings.

“Any interesting brickwork has also been 

exposed as a feature,” explains Nowicka. The 

walls of the hallway mirror the view from the 

narrow window in the stairwell, connecting the 

interior to the town outside.

In the kitchen, cabinets were made from 

sand-blasted greyed timber. The worktops 

and backsplash are Carrara marble, whilst 

the brushed stainless-steel kitchen island is 

intended to reference the medical industry. 

Generous circulation spaces upstairs and 

down give the building a convivial feel.  

The space was conceived as a place to come 

together with friends and family and is now 

available to rent.   

For more information visit  

www.domstayandlive.com.

“Generous circulation spaces upstairs and down 

give the building a convivial feel. The space was 

conceived as a place to come together with 

friends and family.”

http://www.domstayandlive.com
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* Minimum order value £15k.

Offer available to all orders placed 

before the end of June 2022. 

One voucher per order only. T&C apply.

6 The Colonnade, Rye Road, Hawkhurst, Kent TN18 4ES

Tel: 01580 389441 � www.inDesign.kitchen

Kaelo an open 

bottle host

£300 M&S 
voucher or 
get £300 off 

your own 
Kaelo*

Comprehensive cabinetry design and 

installation service for  your perfect space

Luxury high quality bespoke contemporary & traditional 

kitchens, bedrooms & bathrooms

British � German � Italian

Swiss appliances

http://www.inDesign.kitchen
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Court Lodge Farm, 

Frog Lane, 

Bishopsbourne, 

Canterbury CT4 5HR

Tel 01227 678007 

or 07976 893646

avivastonegranite@gmail.com

 Granite Quartz Marble Slate

Beautiful natural stone kitchen worktops
LARGE SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

www.avivastonegranite.co.uk

A stylish & modern kitchen designed to suit you

Court Lodge Farm, Bishopsbourne, CT4 5HR  |  Phone: 01227 831663
Email: info@hogwoodhouse.co.uk  |  www.hogwoodhouse.co.uk

mailto:avivastonegranite@gmail.com
http://www.avivastonegranite.co.uk
mailto:info@hogwoodhouse.co.uk
http://www.hogwoodhouse.co.uk
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THE TOP THAT
FITS ON TOP

Distinguish your kitchen with premium worktops 

professionally fi tted in one day. No debris, no disruption.

Worktops
Granite, quartz, recycled glass  

and porcelain worktops

Doors
Over 100 combinations of  
Made-to-Measure doors

Splashbacks
Bonded directly over your 
existing splash backs so

– no demolition

For a free consultation call or visit:

TUNBRIDGE WELLS SHOWROOM: 01892 517385

Unit 5, Tunbridge Wells Trade Park, Longfi eld Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3QF

granitetransformations.co.uk/tunbridgewells
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Just under 40% of couples move in together after 

six months to a year of the start of their relationship.   

Living together without any recognised legal status in 

referred to as “cohabitating”.  

About 69% of young people between 16 and 29 years 

of age live as a cohabiting couple whereas only 4.5% 

of those aged 70 years or over, living as a couple, are 

cohabiting. In the past living together before marriage 

was frowned upon and viewed as ‘living in sin’. 

Nowadays it is generally considered the next natural 

step in a relationship. It allows time to get to know each 

other and could reduce the risk of later separation.

A partner’s actions could be really irritating, for 

example, poor personal hygiene, leaving month-old 

leftovers in the fridge, leaving one partner to carry 

out all of the domestic chores. What if a partner is 

financially irresponsible?

Putting aside the romantic ideas about living together, 

it is wise to consider the full implications before doing 

so and most importantly talk about expectations 

of each other. Concerns about cleanliness, chores, 

general upkeep, who will be welcome in the home 

should be discussed.

If you are moving into a partner’s property or home, 

will you be able to put your own or new items in it, 

decorate it or even have a financial interest in it?

How are incomes to be treated and how are the bills to 

be shared or paid?

What happens if things don’t work out and you have 

put all of your money into your partner’s property?  

How can you fund re-housing yourself? What about 

inheritance expectations? What will happen to jointly 

owned property? 

Consideration should also be given to matters 

such as the support of any children and, if relevant, 

expectations regarding parenting roles.  

A couple planning to live together (without being in a 

civil partnership or being married to each other) should 

enter into what is known as a Cohabitation Agreement. 

This is a legal document recording their intentions from 

the outset. A properly prepared Agreement reduces the 

ever-increasing number of disputes between cohabiting 

couples saving unpleasantness, anxiety and the 

potential costs of thousands of pounds in litigation.     

Your Future is our Business. Contact Veronica White for 

more information on: info@elitelegalservices.co.uk.

COHABITATION AGREEMENTS

WILLS & PROBATE

Lasting Powers of  Attorney

Declaration of  Trusts • Property disputes

• Change of  name deeds

• Deputyship applications • Family law

• Solicitors & Commissioners for oaths

07568 159462
www.elitelegalservices.co.uk

The Old Library, St Faiths Street,  

Maidstone, ME14 1LH

info@elitelegalservices.co.uk

ELITE LEGAL 
SERVICES

mailto:info@elitelegalservices.co.uk
http://www.elitelegalservices.co.uk
mailto:info@elitelegalservices.co.uk
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F
or many years now, avid amateur 

history buffs have been tracking their 

family trees and discovering their 

roots, using everything from local 

records to specialist internet sites. It’s 

a fascinating process and one that makes you 

feel truly connected to your lineage. 

However, it’s not just people who have 

interesting backgrounds: we’re incredibly lucky 

Researching the  
history of your home

to be living in a part of the world where the 

buildings themselves can have a rich and varied 

history, and the latest adventure for those of us 

who love discovering the past is house-hunting 

– in a historical sense!

ESTABLISH THE AGE

The first thing you need to do is establish the 

age of your property. For slightly newer houses 

this could be as simple as looking through 

Using a few fairly easily accessible tools, you can trace the history of your home and 

discover a wealth of information about its past owners and uses. We’ve assembled a few 

tips for you on how to go about this fascinating project.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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your own paperwork, but for older houses 

this may be a bit more challenging. Start by 

reading up on your local history and chatting 

to neighbours or local historians. You can 

even look to the property itself for clues such 

as Tudor beams or Victorian slate roofs, and 

debris found while digging the garden can 

offer further insight (although you should 

take this with a pinch of salt – I found a 

stone arrowhead in my vegetable plot, but 

I’m fairly certainly the prehistoric locals 

weren’t fans of 1950s architecture).

Finding out which administrative area 

your house is in is also important. Knowing 

the names of the county, registration district 

and parish in which your property stands 

will be invaluable down the road.

CONTEXT

Don’t neglect to consider how much things 

change with time. Street numbers and even 

names may have been 

altered, and this was 

particularly common 

practice in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries.

Additionally, up until 

the start of the First 

World War, around 

90% of houses in the 

UK were privately 

rented (the Rent Act of 

1915 was introduced 

to stop landlords 

taking advantage of 

the increased wages of 

munitions workers, and 

this ultimately paved 

the way for legislation 

that would allow more Photo: The Landmark Trust

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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tenants to buy their homes). Therefore you 

need to be aware that the owner of your house 

was not necessarily the occupant.

Because most of the relevant documents tend 

to list occupants rather than owners, you will 

need to look up title registers and deeds if you 

want to know more 

about the actual owners. 

You can request these 

from solicitors and 

mortgage providers and, 

if necessary, from local 

archives and council 

record offices. They 

can also be ordered 

online from the HM 

Land Registry. Go to 

gov.uk/government/

organisations/land-registry, search the register 

for free and fill in a request form.

ONLINE

If you’re looking for more recent information 

(19th century and on) you will do well to check 

out the electoral registers for your area, 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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as they’re second only 

to the census in terms 

of the information they 

provide – just remember 

that not everybody was 

eligible to vote in the 

early days.

Although the census 

has been established 

since 1841, there is a 

notable gap: the 1931 

census was destroyed 

by fire and there was no 

census in 1941, so the 

1939 register is your key 

document for this era. It will tell you the names 

of the occupants at the time and what they did 

for a living. It details every household member 

(including visitors, boarders and servants), and 

may list the details of neighbouring properties. 

Go to nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-

your-research/research-guides/census-records. 

Other useful sources that can be found online 

are rate books, Ordnance Survey maps, hearth 

tax records and land tax records. These take 

some digging, but there are dedicated sites such 

as ancestry.co.uk and findmypast.com that 

operate on a paid subscription service and have 

collated all this information.

PARISH RECORDS AND MORE

Similarly available online, parish records of 

baptisms, marriages and burials tended to 

include the addresses of those involved. Wills 

and administrations included residence details, 

as did court records. All these can be helpful in 

researching properties that predate the census.

One of the best records for history hunters 

are old newspapers. Thanks to somewhat lax 

privacy laws, old papers will often include 

the addresses of persons involved in stories, 

including victims, criminals and witnesses. 

They also often feature associated photographs, 

sketches and even maps. The previously-

mentioned research sites have scores of old 

articles, as will your local archive service. 

OFFLINE

Speaking of which, take a trip to your local 

archive service. Staffed by experts, these 

facilities are a mine of information and act 

as repositories for those documents as yet 

unavailable online, such as estate maps and 

plans, as well as legal documents like title deeds. 

If you’re finding that your online research has 

led you down a bit of a rabbit hole, the experts 

at the archive service can put you back on track. 

Finally, contact your local historical societies 

(on or offline) – these intrepid researchers may 

already have done much of the work for you 

and will be more than willing to share their 

knowledge.

Most of all, enjoy yourself – there’s so 

much information out there just waiting to 

be discovered and you never know quite what 

you’ll find.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


52 www.conservationnews.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Winter 2021

Hungarica tablecloth

£64, juliabrendel.com

Octopus soup bowl, £21

Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Lantern, £55,

thechalkhouse.co.uk

Kitchen Aid mixer, £529

kitchenaid.co.uk

Boho Spice candle 

holder, £14

talkingtables.co.uk

Candlle, £8

loaf.com

Wine goblet, £48
dartington.co.uk

COLOUR OF 
THE YEAR 2022Bright Skies

Ice bucket, £19

tkmaxx.com

Pom pom velvet cushion, £35

raggedrose.com

Khotan Design Rug, 

£1455,

Hand Made Rugs

handmaderugs.co.uk

Table lamp, £215, 

originalbtc.com

Dulux Bright Skies

Turtle jar, £32,

Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Pooky table lamp base, 

£128, shade, £99

Oohhowlovely.co.uk

Lasagne dish £39.95

artisanhomeware.co.uk

Palm vase, £30

johnlewis.com
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Colerdge candles, £18

neptune.com

Thursfi eld vase, from 
£28, neptune.com

Harper cuddler chair, £839

lenleys.co.uk

Velvet quilt, £110
raggedrose.com

Cabinet, £595,

oliverbonas.com

Bespoke cushion, £75

karenperryinteriors.co.uk

Snack bowls, £20
joebrowns.co.uk

Camber Sands framed oil on canvas, 
£4,100, fairfaxgallery.com

 Eden dining chair, £395

londonroadfurniture.co.uk
Jug, £7.99

homesense.com

Footstool, £249.99

oakfurnitureland.co.uk

Bead basket, £189

nest.co.uk

French antique painted indoor 
jardinieres £595 (pair)

baghambarnantiques.com

Victorian Tale cushion £75, 

juliabrendel.com

Silk lampshade, £449,

besselink.com

Bespoke chair, £695

Oohhowlovely.co.uk
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BP & H
Baldwin Plumbing 

& Heating
Established 1969

info@baldwinplumbingandheating

Baldwinplumbingandheating.com

Tel: 07740 949452

● Plumbing

●  Heating

●  Hot water cylinders

●  Boilers (accredited Viessmann fi tters)

●  Gas

●  Bathrooms & kitchens supplied and fi tted

●  Power fl ushing

●  Fully insured
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FIREPLACES - STOVES - GAS FIRES - FLUE SYSTEMS

www.english-chimneypiece.co.uk  | 01732 740811

3 St. Botolph’s Road, Sevenoaks TN13 3AJ

http://www.english-chimneypiece.co.uk
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maintenance than traditi onal 
mineral felt and asphalt fl at 

fi breglass fl at roofi ng is highly 
cost eff ecti ve and comes with 
a 25 year guarantee!

01892 825768

• Liquid Applied GRP Roofing
•  Cold Applied - no flame or hot works
•  Overlay options - no need to 

completely strip off old roof 
coverings

•  Fast efficient installation service with 
no mess and minimal disruption

•  Totally seamless - tough and durable 
smart looking finish with decorative 
edge trims to suit any property

•  UV stable and colour options 
available

• Water Feature Lining
• Swimming Pool Lining

Liquid Applied Membranes Limited.d.anes Limit

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast effi  cient installati on 
service with no mess 
and minimal disrupti on

•  Totally seamless - tough 
and durable

•  UV stable and colour 
opti ons available

FLAT ROOFING SPECIALISTS

Longer life and less 

maintenance than traditi onal 
mineral felt and asphalt fl at 
roofs. LAM’s liquid applied 

fl at roofi ng is highly cost-
eff ecti ve and comes with a 
25-year guarantee!
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• Liquid Applied GRP Roofing
•  Cold Applied - no flame or hot works
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coverings

•  Fast efficient installation service with 
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•  Totally seamless - tough and durable 
smart looking finish with decorative 
edge trims to suit any property

•  UV stable and colour options 
available

• Water Feature Lining
• Swimming Pool Lining

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast effi  cient installati on 
service with no mess 
and minimal disrupti on

•  Totally seamless - tough 
and durable

•  UV stable and colour 
opti ons available

T: 01892 825768
E: info@liquidapplied.co.uk

www.liquidapplied.co.uk

LIQUID APPLIED 

ROOFING SYSTEMS

•  Over 30 years 
experience

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast, effi  cient 
installati on service with 
no mess and minimal 

disrupti on

•  Totally seamless – 
tough and durable

�  UV stable and colour 

opti ons available.

maintenance than traditi onal 
mineral felt and asphalt fl at 

fi breglass fl at roofi ng is highly 
cost eff ecti ve and comes with 
a 25 year guarantee!

• Liquid Applied GRP Roofing
•  Cold Applied - no flame or hot works
•  Overlay options - no need to 

completely strip off old roof 
coverings

•  Fast efficient installation service with 
no mess and minimal disruption

•  Totally seamless - tough and durable 
smart looking finish with decorative 
edge trims to suit any property

•  UV stable and colour options 
available

• Water Feature Lining
• Swimming Pool Lining

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast effi  cient installati on 
service with no mess 
and minimal disrupti on

•  Totally seamless - tough 
and durable

•  UV stable and colour 
opti ons available

Pantiles Oriental Carpets 

 Traditional handmade rugs, carpets 
and kelims, both old and new.

RESTORATION UNDERTAKEN

 31a The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 5TD
pantilesorientalcarpets@gmail.com

01892 530416

mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:pantilesorientalcarpets@gmail.com
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With many businesses now being totally 

virtual and online, do you ever wish 

that, just sometimes, things were as they were? 

Sometimes all you want to do is pick the phone 

up, order your fuel, speak to someone human, 

get a fair price, and have a driver deliver it who 

smiles.

So that’s just what they do, is it old fashioned? 

– time will tell what the customer prefers.

Dice Fuels concentrates itself on customer 

service, and excellent pricing with everything 

revolving around a family business. Many of the 

smaller independent fuel distributers have been 

swallowed up by large corporate companies, 

loosing that personal touch. Dice has 

recognised this, and strives hard to replace what 

it feels is missing from a competitive industry.

Formed in July 2018, it’s a husband and wife 

team running the daily operation. Tanker 

drivers Joe and James are the family’s frontline 

troops, with James being the Managing 

Director’s son. Their local knowledge is 

unprecedented, with both drivers behind the 

wheels of their 20,000 litre capacity Mercedes 

tankers. As well as the tankers 

there is a 800 litre emergency 

delivery fuel van, available at 

short notice, should you have 

unfortunately run out of oil.

It’s not just heating oil that is 

supplied by Dice. Many of the 

rural farms thought-out the 

County are supplied with  

gas oil (red diesel).

The company is fully aware of the importance 

of keeping the agricultural industry running, 

for everything from combines to driers, with all 

their customers benefitting from that same level 

of customer service.

Keep a look out for Dice Fuels in your local 

area. Visit www.dicefuels.co.uk.

Fair priced fuel and personalised service
With competitive pricing and personalised customer service at the forefront of our 

business, Dice Fuels is one of the most competitively priced suppliers in the south east.

http://www.dicefuels.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Dice Fuels is a family-run business that focuses on customer service and excellent 

pricing. 

Their local knowledge is unprecedented, with two 20,000-litre capacity Mercedes 

tankers, as well as a 800-litre emergency delivery fuel van, available at short 

notice, should you run out of  oil. We also supply Gas Oil (Red Diesel). 

KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR DICE FUELS IN YOUR LOCAL AREA.

HEATING OIL  - RED DIESEL - DERV

Exceptional prices & customer service

Tel: 01622 962599 • www.dicefuels.co.uk

Affordable fuel & old fashioned customer service

http://www.dicefuels.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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B
elmont House is at the centre of a beautiful 

Estate, nestled away in the countryside just 

outside of Faversham in East Canterbury. 

The grounds of the Estate cover over 3000 acres and 

include delightfully landscaped gardens, a much 

used cricket pitch and fruitful orchards, as well as 

farmland and woodland.

The house is an 18th century construction 

designed by Samuel Wyatt, and contains the 

collections of fi ve generations of the Harris family; 

including paintings, objet d’art and a renowned 

clock museum.

Winter Wonderlands

K
ent has no shortage of places to offer 

to those looking for a fun family day 

out, but people often worry that, once 

summer is over, there will be nothing left to do.

Whilst it’s true that many of the county’s 

stately homes and historic buildings do shut 

for the winter, the grounds and garden of these 

historic treasures can be just as enticing for 

those of us who love to take in the winter air.

We’ve put together a list of some of Kent’s 

stately homes with gardens (and houses in some 

cases) that open throughout the winter.

Make sure that you keep hold of this article 

because we’ve also added a little bit of info 

about the houses themselves to keep you 

inspired come spring. 

(Please check the websites for these amazing 

locations.)

�  Gardens open through winter 

10am – dusk

� Café open for self service

� Garden adult entrance fee £7 

� Parking available 

� Events on at various times: see website

� Dogs on leads welcome in gardens.

Belmont Park, Throwley, Faversham, Kent, 

England, ME13 0HH

TelL 01795 890202

www.belmont-house.org/

BELMONT HOUSE  a great house & gardens to visit anytime of the year

http://www.belmont-house.org/
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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C
hartwell is famous for being the family 

home of Winston Churchill, and 

the house itself boasts a magnifi cent 

collection of Churchill memorabilia, as one might 

expect. The house is still much as it was when the 

family lived here. The spectacular gardens offer a 

wonderful view across a private lake and provide 

a relaxing haven for winter walks.

� Gardens open through winter 10am – 4pm

� House open for events some weekends

� Studio open throughout 12pm – 5.30pm

� Restaurant and shop open 10am – 4pm

�  Garden and Studio adult entrance fee £14* 

�  Parking £4*  (* free for NT members)

� Dogs on short leads welcome in gardens

Mapleton Road, Westerham, Kent TN16 1PS

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chartwell

CHARTWELL  family home and garden of Sir Winston Churchill

A
round 35 acres of informally laid grounds 

and spectacular views of the Greensand 

Ridge below the North Downs make these 

gardens the perfect spot for avid walkers. 

Additionally, the estate’s website provides details 

of three established walking routes from 4 miles 

to 11 miles long, to give ramblers a selection of 

options.

�  Gardens open through winter 

7am – 6.30pm

� Suggested £3 donation

� Parking available  

� Dogs on short leads welcome in gardens

Hill Hoath Road, Chiddingstone, 

Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7AD

www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/

CHIDDINGSTONE  35 acres of informal grounds

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chartwell
http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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H
all Place manor house was built in 1537 

for ex-Lord Mayor of London, Sir John 

Champneys. The interior great hall is 

Tudor complete with original panelling and 

overlooked by a minstrel’s gallery. The gardens 

are set within a 65 hectare estate offering some 

outstanding examples of horticulture and 

wildlife.

� Gardens open through winter 9am – 5pm

� Café, garden centre and shop open 10am – 4pm

� No entry fee for gardens

� Parking available 

� Events on at various times: see website

� Assistance dogs only

Bourne Road, Bexley, Kent, England, DA5 1PQ

www.hallplace.org.uk/

HALL PLACE & GARDENS  one of  the south east’s best kept secrets

T
he impressive and dramatic entrance to 

Ightham Mote tells you all you need to 

know: this immaculate 14th Century 

manor house is heaven for history buffs, while the 

gardens feature lakeside and woodland walks. The 

estate itself is also worth exploring if you have 

the time and the weather; as its rambling land is 

conveniently divided into three suggested walks.

�  Gardens & House open through winter  – times 

vary (see website)

� Restaurant and shop open 10am – 4pm

�  Gardens and Estate, adult entrance fee £5.40 

�  Parking available £3 (* free for NT members)

� Dogs on leads welcome in gardens during winter

Mote Road, Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN15 0NT

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ightham-mote

IGHTHAM MOTE  a medieval moated manor house

http://www.hallplace.org.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ightham-mote
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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T
he 12th Century estate at Knole was 

purchased in 1456 by Thomas Bourchier, 

Archbishop of Canterbury. Bourchier’s 

transformed the old medieval manor into the 

beautiful house we see today. It was passed into 

the ownership of the Sackville family, who still 

live there today, and who have adorned it with 

artistic treasures to fascinate and inspire visitors.

�  Gardens & House open through winter times 

vary (see website)

�  Café and shop open 10am – 4pm

�  Whole property adult entrance fee £10

�  Parking available pre-booked only 

�  Dogs on leads welcome in park (there are wild 

deer on the property)

Sevenoaks, Kent, England, TN15 0RP

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knole

KNOLE HOUSE  one of the largest houses in England

S
issinghurst has a diverse history, but it’s 

perhaps most famous for being the home 

of writer and poet Vita Sackville-West. 

Vita and her husband worked tirelessly on the 

castle’s gardens throughout the 1930s and the 

National Trust have endeavoured to maintain 

much of what she created, leaving visitors with a 

fantastic day of exploring ahead of them.

�  Gardens & House times vary (see website)

�  Restaurant and shop open 10am – 4pm

�  For events see website

�  Whole property adult entrance fee £11

�  Parking available £4 

�  Dogs on leads welcome (not in gardens or house)

Biddenden Road, Sissinghurst, 

nr Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 2AB

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sissinghurst-castle-garden

SISSINGHURST CASTLE & GARDENS  

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knole
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sissinghurst-castle-garden
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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� Boiler and central heating upgrades

• Powerfl ush & chemical clean 
• Bathroom & kitchens
• Boiler fault fi nding repairs 
• Plumbing repairs
• Unvented cylinder replacement 
• Blocked drains

H2O Plumbusters are a family run plumbing 

and heating business based in Maidstone and 

serving the Kent area and London.

CALL US NOW ON: 

01622 672743 or 07703 442025
All of our engineers are fully qualifi ed in 

their respective fi elds.
h2oplumbusters.co.uk

mathewrussell@plumbusters.co.uk

Taking care of all your carpentry, 
joinery & property maintenance needs

Highly skilled craftsman

14 years experience

No job too big or too small

mmatthewscarpentry@yahoo.co.uk

GENERAL 

REPAIRS

PAINTING & 

DECORATING

FLOORING

FENCING & 

DECKING

POWER 

WASHING

M MATTHEWS CARPENTRY

Property & Maintenance Services

Free quotes

01474 707950
07960 876685

Floors

Doors

Windows 

etc.

mailto:mathewrussell@plumbusters.co.uk
mailto:mmatthewscarpentry@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


ENGINEERED WOOD, SOLID WOOD, LUXURY VINYL, CARPETS

New extensive design showroom  - Open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm Sat 9am-4pm

35 High Street Seal, Sevenoaks TN15 0AN Tel: 01732 762074

LEADING THE WAY IN FLOORING
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Smarden Business Estate, Smarden, Ashford TN27 8QL

Tel: 01233 770373  email: info@ashscaff oldingltd.co.uk

www.ashscaff oldingltd.co.uk

Conservation 

Scaff olding Specialists

Roof, fl oor, glazed wall and mathematical tiles

Yesterday’s handmade 
heritage...today

Contact: Tony Kindell

01424 756777 – 07710244386  

E: tiles@aldershaw.co.uk

Aldershaw Handmade Tiles Ltd, Kent Street, 

Sedlescombe, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0SD

mailto:tiles@aldershaw.co.uk
http://www.ashsca
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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CLEANING AND RESTORATION

Prelude Stone is a family-owned local company of cra� smen with over 35 years’ 

expertise working in the stone, brick, stucco and all related materials across all 

building types - especially residential properties from terraces to townhouses, 

country cottages to listed buildings.

We are happy to receive enquiries by email, together with photographs, 

to offi  ce@preludestone.co.uk

Unit 2, Westerham Trade Centre, 

Flyers Way, London Road, 

Westerham TN16 1DE

www.preludestone.co.uk 

Tel: 01959 580360

STONE  •   BRICK  •   STUCCO •  MASONRY

Kay’s Build
building & property maintenance

Tel:  Mobile: 07722 210590 (Max)  |   01892 331122
Email: kaysbuild@outlook.com | www.facebook.com/kaysbuild

The complete building & maintenance service 

at a competitive price

●  Refurbishments ●  Extensions

●  Steel/lintels and knock-throughs ●  New roofs and roof repairs

●  Soffi ts and fascia boards ●  New guttering and guttering repairs

●  Brickwork and re-pointing ●  Plastering and rendering

●  Carpentry and joinery ●  Exterior/interior painting and decorating

●  Fibreglass fl at roofs and fl at roor repairs

Commercial - domestic - insurance | All works guaranteed and fully insured
Free estimates and advice | No job too small or too big

mailto:ce@preludestone.co.uk
http://www.preludestone.co.uk
mailto:kaysbuild@outlook.com
http://www.facebook.com/kaysbuild
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The Antique Oak  
Flooring Company

SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE AND  RECLAIMED FLOORING

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT

Willow Court Farm, Bilsington Road, Ruckinge, Ashford, Kent TN26 2PB

T: 01233 659508 M: 07733 263540     www.antiqueoakflooring.com

http://www.antiqueoakflooring.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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T
he house grew in size over many 

centuries, with major elements of 

construction dating from the 17th, 

18th and 19th centuries as various 

families’ fortunes came and went. The principal 

elevation of the house embraces you with a 

Georgian frontage, epitomising country living. 

KENT 
Manor House

Leading south east architectural practice and listed building specialists,  

Clague Architects, were commissioned to remodel, restore and extend this  

splendid Grade II Listed manor house in the stunning Kent countryside.

George Esdaile, of Clague Architects, worked 

closely with the local planning department, 

conservation officer and the property’s owners to 

carry out a sympathetic and careful restoration, 

whilst bringing the house up to date to make it a 

welcoming and comfortable home.

The main front entrance of the house leads 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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into a spacious hallway; its major feature is an 

elegant staircase that leads up to an intermediate 

central landing with twin flights of stairs 

branching off in opposite directions to the upper 

storeys. 

The wall at the back of the staircase has been 

opened up along nearly its full length, creating 

a gallery effect to the upper landing on the 

other side of the wall, giving a view through and 

allowing light to flood the area, creating a feeling 

of space and grandeur. Matching spindles on the 

bannisters and the gallery balustrade establish 

continuity, as does the custom hand-printed 

wallpaper chosen by the client, who has led the 

interior design on the refurbishment with bold 

and inspired ideas to suit their taste and lifestyle.

Leading off from the reception area is a stylish 

and characterful study. The owners have bravely 

chosen to decorate the handcrafted walls with a 

dark peacock blue-green gloss 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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finish that contrasts elegantly with the restored 

original coving and pale woodwork. The bold 

choice of gloss finish has paid off, as light 

from the large double-aspect sash windows is 

reflected throughout the room that is tastefully 

furnished with warm orange accents picked out 

in accessories and original artworks. All the sash 

windows in the property have been restored with 

the addition of permitted slim double-glazing, to 

retain the period character of the property whilst 

updating the thermal performance of the house.

Nestling in the Kent countryside, the manor 

house has extensive views over downlands.

Throughout the house, all the rooms have 

been stylishly brought up to date and have been 

sumptuously decorated in a blend of traditional 

and modern design, with original colour choices, 

custom wallpapers, mixtures of materials and 

textures that all knit together to create a joyful, 

comfortable and gorgeous home.

In the 17th century core of the house the 

open-plan kitchen and breakfast room is 

modern, light and airy, with a clever use of bench 

seating on the side of the island and breakfast bar 

that makes a handy additional dining area. 

An old extension has been demolished, 

redesigned and rebuilt to create a superb new 

dining room extension and orangery. This isn’t 

a traditional orangery where the glazed walls 

would stay firmly in situ: it has been given a 

much more modern and flexible feel with large 

glazed double doors allowing access to the 

landscaped gardens, terraces and the swimming 

pool, giving the all-important ‘inside-outside’ 

feel.

The contract works were beautifully executed 

by A T Palmer Ltd. 

For further information, please contact George 

Esdaile of Clague Architects on 01227 762060. 

www.clague.co.uk 

http://www.clague.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Visit our admissions page for more information - svs.org.uk

Call us on (+44) 0 1622 845200

Email our Admissions department at admissions@svs.org.uk

•฀Co-educational฀independent฀day฀and฀boarding฀school฀for฀pupils฀aged฀11฀-฀18

•฀Extensive฀facilities,฀set฀in฀acres฀of฀stunning฀Kent฀countryside

•฀Newly฀refurbished฀accommodation฀for฀part,฀weekly฀and฀full฀boarding

•฀Scholarships฀available

SUTTON฀VALENCE฀SCHOOL
The heart of Kent education, where each 

cares for all and individuality is cherished

mailto:admissions@svs.org.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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F
or 97 years Benenden has been 

educating girls successfully. Our 

alumnae look back on their Benenden 

education as one that has taught them 

a great deal and offered them a wealth of very 

fond memories and friendships to take them 

throughout their lives.

Historical material held in the archives 

dates back to around the 17th century, with 

maps, documents, drawings and photographs 

chronicling the history of Hemsted House. 

The site on which the school stands is of great 

historical interest, as both the parkland and 

woodland are mentioned in the Domesday 

Book: “Robert of Romney also holds Benenden 

[Benendine] from the Bishop of Bayeux”. 

Benenden had become sufficiently permanent 

by 1086 to have both a name and a church.

In 1216 Robert of Hemsted built the first 

house on the site; this was 

later visited by Elizabeth I 

before being demolished in 

1860 by Lord Cranbrook, who 

replaced it with a new mansion 

slightly to the east. This newer 

building was remodelled by 

Sir Harold Harmsworth, later 

Lord Rothermere, into the 

Tudor-cum-Jacobean style we 

see today.

In 1923 three teachers from 

Wycombe Abbey announced the foundation of 

a new public school, and 24 girls were registered 

for their first year at a temporary location 

in Bickley, while the founders searched for a 

permanent location. They were leased Hemsted 

Park the following year and began operating as 

Benenden School in 1924.

Today, there are 550 girls in the school, aged 

11-18, and Benenden has earned a reputation as 

an expert in teenage girls and at the forefront of 

innovative education. As we approach our 

Benenden School offers an insight 

into its history, ethos and educational 

opportunities.

SCHOOL HISTORY

Benenden School

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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centenary in 2023-24, we are about to open our 

most ambitious construction development in 

our history: our new School Hall and Music 

School. We have also recently welcomed our first 

day boarders, and in September we opened our 

new dedicated boarding house for the Fourths 

(Year 7 girls). In addition, our first overseas 

school will open in south China in 2023.

At Benenden we offer every girl A Complete 

Education, in which she realises her academic 

potential, grows as an individual and is well-

prepared for life beyond school.

This is achieved through an outstanding 

academic offering which will help a girl 

achieve her very best, together with unrivalled 

co-curricular opportunities and a dedicated 

focus on developing every girl’s personal and 

professional skills.

At Benenden we aspire for excellence in all 

that we do. Motivational teaching through a 

dynamic and challenging curriculum is central 

to our educational offering. All the girls are 

expected to engage in the extensive range of 

subjects offered. They will leave us not only with 

excellent results at A Level, but very importantly 

with an understanding of the world in which 

we live, skills in critical thinking, practical skills 

such as financial management, a flavour of the 

world of entrepreneurship and business, as well 

as the knowledge of professional skills which 

will support them in the world of work beyond 

university.

Crucially, we work with every girl to discover 

and nurture the passion that will drive whatever 

path she might want to follow. We will support 

her in achieving more than she would have 

thought possible when she first entered the 

school and, by that, instil within her the self-

belief that she can embrace her future with 

confidence. As we prepare the girls for life 

beyond Benenden, it is important to equip them 

with the skills to work effectively with others, 

lead with confidence, understand themselves 

and manage a healthy work-life balance.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Day Boarding 

at Benenden
Now welcoming day boarders 

in Years 9 and 12

Details at www.benenden.school/day

New School Hall and Music School Opening 2022

http://www.benenden.school/day
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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CO-EDUCATIONAL   |   13 - 18 YEARS   |   DAY & BOARDING

“A thriving academic school in exquisite surroundings  
steeped in history, with highly motivated 

pupils who are hungry to learn”
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W
ith origins dating back to 

597AD, The King’s School, 

Canterbury is reputedly the 

oldest school in the world. 

It is also one of the country’s leading co-

educational day and boarding schools located 

in the idyllic surroundings of the Precincts 

of Canterbury Cathedral (a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site), just one hour from Central 

London.

The School buildings are steeped in history 

with interesting and quirky tales from their past 

which make the School a truly unique place to 

live and learn.

The main entrance to the School, The Mint 

Yard Gate, was built in 1864 following the 

demolition of the old almonry 

building and leads into The 

Mint Yard, a mixed quadrangle 

of classrooms and boarding 

houses named after a short-lived 

sixteenth century royal mint.

The Grange, a former boys’ 

boarding house was built on the 

granary ruins as a family house 

in the 1840s. It incorporates 

architectural features from the 

old Archbishop’s Palace. Above 

the main entrance are the arms of Cardinal Pole 

which acknowledge that he gave the Mint Yard to 

the School.

The Norman Staircase is one of the most 

painted, photographed and admired sites in 

Canterbury. As its name suggests it dates back 

to the 12th century. For formal occasions the 

School traditionally gathered here. Archbishops 

of Canterbury addressed the School from the 

Staircase during Visitations and King George VI, 

accompanied by Queen Elizabeth and Princess 

Elizabeth, presented the School’s Royal Charter 

to the Dean on 11 July 1946.

We take a look at the long and illustrious  

history of The King’s School in Canterbury;  

one of the oldest schools in the world.

SCHOOL HISTORY

The King’s 
School

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The Dark Entry forms the link between the 

Green Court and the rest of the Precincts and the 

Cathedral. It was built in the late 14th century. 

The Dark Entry is supposed to be haunted 

by the ghost of Nell Cook. R.H. Barham in The 

Ingoldsby Legends  recounts ‘A King’s Scholar’s 

Story’ about a Canon in ‘bluff King Harry’s days’ 

and his cook. Nell is buried alive and haunts the 

Dark Entry.

Linacre House is now a boys’ boarding house. 

It is a fine Georgian building, incorporating part 

of the medieval prior’s lodging. Horatio Nelson’s 

brother William was a Canon here from 1803 to 

1835, and Lady Hamilton visited him. It was later 

used by the Royal School of Church Music.

Meister Omers, popularly known as MO, is a 

boys’ boarding house. It was built in the fifteenth 

century by Cardinal Beaufort and has one of the 

widest fireplaces in England. Edward IV held a 

Parliament here in 1470. Cardinal Coligny is said 

to have died here in suspicious circumstances 

in 1568, and the arms of Queen Elizabeth, 

originally in an upstairs dormitory but now in 

the hall, probably mark her visit in 1573.

Abbot Fyndon’s Great Gate, the entrance to 

St. Augustine’s, forms part of the remains of the 

first Benedictine Abbey in England, established 

around AD598 following the arrival of Augustine 

of Canterbury, a Benedictine monk who became 

the first Archbishop of Canterbury.

It was rebuilt from 1301-1309 by Abbot 

Fyndon. In 1625 Charles I and Henrietta Maria 

stayed in the State Chambers over the gateway 

arch on their wedding night, following their 

marriage in Canterbury Cathedral. Elizabeth 

I is also reputed to have been welcomed to the 

State Chambers. After the abbey was dissolved by 

Henry VIII the abbey buildings were converted 

to a number of other uses. The gatehouse served 

for some time as a brewery under the ownership 

of Messrs. Bennett and Beer, who produced St 

Augustine’s beer (naturally!).

The school has Open Mornings each term for 

prospective pupils and their families. To register 

your interest please visit - https://www.kings-

school.co.uk/admissions/open-mornings/  

https://www.kings-school.co.uk/admissions/open-mornings/
https://www.kings-school.co.uk/admissions/open-mornings/
https://www.kings-school.co.uk/admissions/open-mornings/
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The Old Oast House, Otford

T
his historic converted Oast house has 

been extended and remodelled to 

provide excellent living and entertaining 

space set over three floors. The entrance porch 

opens into a large and welcoming hallway 

which acts as a central hub to the house; 

providing access to the living rooms on the 

ground floor. A light and bright south facing 

formal sitting room with central feature 

fireplace sits to one side whilst a grand west 

facing dining room, full of light and character, 

then links the hallway with the family room. 

The kitchen/breakfast room has been designed 

to fit the second roundel and is contemporary 

in style. Between the two oasts on the garden 

side of the house then fits a fantastic family 

room with an impressive glass roof lantern and 

double doors to the garden. A fully fitted utility 

room with second fridge/freezer and guest WC 

then links the kitchen with purpose-built office 

which also opens out onto the garden. 

The stairs to the first floor then lead up to a 

main landing off which a large guest bedroom 

suite sits, along with two wonderfully sized 
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A well-presented and ideally located family home

roundel bedrooms and a substantial and 

newly fitted family bathroom with separate 

bath and large stand-alone shower. The 

master suite with excellent countryside views, 

ample storage and en-suite bathroom, then 

the completes the first floor. An additional 

staircase takes you to two further bedrooms. 

The garden is set to the rear of the 

building, providing excellent dining and 

entertaining space together with a lawn 

and numerous trees and shrubs providing a 

private family space.

The details

Entrance porch • Formal sitting room  

• Family room • Kitchen/breakfast room  

• Purpose built office • 6 bedrooms • Newly 

fitted bathroom • Extensive rear garden  

• Far reaching views • Close to mainline 

station.

Strictly by appointment with Knight Frank, 

Sevenoaks on 01732 809336  

Price: £1,750,000

www.knightfrank.co.uk

http://www.knightfrank.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Kentish
food   •  drink  •   produce

Local & loving it!
Our county is packed full of fi ne food and drink. 

From furrow to orchard, from marsh to shore - 

Kent is crammed with foodie delights.   

Fabulous locally produced food includes just-caught fi sh; 

superb oysters; tender Romney Marsh lamb; sweet so�  fruit and 

tangy apples. Wash it down with locally-made, world-class wine; 

a crisp cider or a traditionally brewed beer. 

All this makes Kent an outstanding place to eat out. 

From contemporary Michelin-starred restaurants to 

characterful eateries graced by log fi res or stunning sea 

views. Kent off ers everything from fi ne dining and gourmet 

Asian cuisine, to great grub in rural pubs.

Kent is also renowned for its orchards abundant with apples, 

pears and cherries. Fertile soil, a favourable climate and 

centuries-old expertise create prime growing conditions.   
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Windmill Hill, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1LP  
www.thepepperboxinn.co.uk  | Tel: 01622 842558

THE PEPPERBOX INN
Country pub and restaurant, in the heart of Kent

Bull Green, 

Bethersden TN26 3LB

Tel: 01233 822463

Email: Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk

We are a family-run farm rearing Dexter 

cows, sheep and chickens. We believe 

animals should be able to roam free in the 

fi elds and enjoy fresh air and green grass.

We have a nicely stocked shop with fresh 

eggs daily, home grown veg, and a variety 

of local products such as Kentish honey, 

jams, and occasionally freshly baked cakes. 

We also have a freezer packed with locally 

made pies and tasty treats. 

mailto:Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk
http://www.thepepperboxinn.co.uk
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Farmers’ markets
LOCAL ! !

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


Support your local farmers’ market 
For more information and to fi nd out what’s in season visit www.kfma.org.uk.

FEBRUARY

TUESDAY: 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 

Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 2nd, 9th, 16th & 

23rd Rye

THURSDAY: 3rd, 10th, 17th 

& 24th Hastings; Rolvenden; 

Shipbourne

FRIDAY: 4th Egerton; Sevenoaks; 

Tenterden

SATURDAY: 5th Biggin Hill; 

Chatham; Deal; Gravesend; 

Penshurst; Tunbridge Wells; 

Whitstable Castle; Wye

SUNDAY: 6th

Tunbridge Wells

FRIDAY: 11th

Egerton; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 12th

Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 

Tunbridge Wells; Whitstable

SUNDAY: 13th

Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge; 

Tunbridge Wells

SATURDAY: 19th

Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 

Knockholt; Whitstable

SUNDAY: 20th

Aylesford; Rochester; Tunbridge 

Wells; Wateringbury

SATURDAY: 26th

Bridge; Cranbrook; Deal; 

Gravesend; Hythe; Knockholt; 

Whitstable

JANUARY

SATURDAY: 1st

Biggin Hill; Chatham; Deal; 

Gravesend; Penshurst; Tunbridge 

Wells; Whitstable Castle; Wye

SUNDAY: 2nd

Tunbridge Wells

TUESDAY 4th, 11th, 

18th & 25th

Capel-le-Ferne; 

Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 5th, 12th, 19th 

& 26th  Rye

THURSDAY: 6th, 13th, 

20th & 27th

Hastings; Rolvenden, Shipbourne

FRIDAY: 7th

Egerton; Sevenoaks; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 8th

Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 

Tunbridge Wells; Whitstable

SUNDAY: 9th

Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge; 

Tunbridge Wells

SATURDAY: 15th

Deal; Gravesend; Tunbridge Wells; 

Wye

SATURDAY: 22nd

Bridge; Cranbrook; Deal; 

Gravesend; Hythe; Knockholt; 

Whitstable

SATURDAY: 29th

Deal; Gravesend

DECEMBER

WEDNESDAY: 1st, 8th, 15th, 

22nd & 29th Rye

THURSDAY: 2nd, 9th, 16th, 

23rd & 30th

Hastings; Rolvenden; Shipbourne 

FRIDAY: 3rd

Egerton; Sevenoaks; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 4th

Biggin Hill; Chatham; Deal; 

Gravesend; Penshurst; Tunbridge 

Wells; Whitstable Castle; Rye

SUNDAY: 5th

Tunbridge Wells

TUESDAY: 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th

Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

FRIDAY: 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st

Egerton; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 11th

Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 

Tunbridge Wells; Whitstable

SUNDAY: 12th

Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge; 

Tunbridge Wells

SATURDAY: 18th

Deal; Gravesend; Tunbridge Wells; 

Wye

SUNDAY: 19th

Aylesford; Rochester; Staplehurst

Tunbridge Wells; Wateringbury

http://www.kfma.org.uk
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This lush chorizo and chicken stew recipe is inexpensive but delicious.  

Try serving it with crusty bread.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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METHOD

In a large mixing bowl or resealable food bag, mix the oil, vinegar, 

garlic and honey. Stir in the oregano sprigs, olives, apricots and 

chicken thighs. Season, cover if using a bowl, and set aside to 

marinate in the fridge for at least 1 hour (or up to 12 hours).

Preheat the oven to 200°C, gas mark 6. Pour the wine into a large 

roasting tin, then add the chicken, skin-side up, and the marinade 

ingredients. Roast for 40 minutes, basting the chicken in the juices 

every 15 minutes, until cooked through and the juices run clear, 

with no pink meat. Lift the chicken out of the tin and arrange on 

plates. Stir the butter beans into the tin and return to the oven for 

6-8 minutes.

Spoon the hot olives, beans and juices over the chicken (or add 

the chicken back to the tin if taking the roasting tin to the table) 

and serve immediately with couscous, rice or mashed potato and 

some steamed greens, if liked.

COOK’S TIP

Plating the chicken while you heat the beans in the sauce allows it 

to rest and become more tender.

Recipe courtesy Waitrose.com

YOU WILL NEED

2 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp red wine 

vinegar

4 cloves garlic, crushed

1 tbsp clear honey

3 sprigs fresh oregano

350g can Fragata 

stoneless Manzanilla 

olives filled with 

chorizo, drained

8 dried apricots, sliced

8 chicken thighs, 

trimmed of excess skin

100ml white wine

400g can butter beans, 

rinsed and drained

FOUR
SERVES

CHICKEN WITH OLIVES AND BUTTER BEANS

Winter Warmers
Two’s Company is a book with a positive message that cooking for two is exciting,  

fun and worthwhile. More than that – free from the demands of family or guests,  

liberated from a strict timetable, you can follow your mood, whether you fancy  

something homey, a fake-away or a creative culinary adventure.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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METHOD

Melt the butter, chocolate and half the cocoa powder together in 

a medium jug/pitcher or bowl in the microwave and allow to cool 

slightly. Whisk in the sugar, milk, egg yolk and vanilla, then the 

fl our and a pinch of salt. Transfer to the prepared dish.

Mix the topping ingredients in a small bowl with a fork, and 

sprinkle evenly over the pudding. Finally, carefully pour the 

boiling water gently over the top.

Bake the unpromising mixture at 160˚C/fan 140˚C/gas 3 for 

about 35 minutes, until the pudding is fi rm in places, and gently 

bubbling. Leave for 5 minutes, dust lightly with cocoa powder, if 

liked, then serve with cream, because why not?

TRICK OF THE TRADE

I know from experience that many a cook gets hot under the 

collar with regard to plain and self-raising fl our. I keep both in 

my storecupboard, purely for convenience, but you can convert 

plain to self-rasing by whisking 100g plain fl our with 1 teaspoon 

baking powder. It’s that simple – but don’t use bicarbonate of 

soda by mistake.

While talking fl our, scientifi c experiments have shown that 

whisking and sifting fl our achieve the same thing. By all means 

sift fl our if you wish – hold the sieve high over the bowl if you 

want to get fl our over the entire kitchen – but a quick whisk in 

the bowl does the same job, believe me.

YOU WILL NEED

25g butter, plus extra for 

the dish

20g dark chocolate, 

chopped

4tsp cocoa powder

4tsp sugar

2 tbsp milk

1 egg yolk, any size

1tsp vanilla extract

25g self rasing fl our, or 

25g plus 1/4tsp baking 

powder (see Trick of the 

Trade)

a pinch of salt

FOR THE TOPPING

3tbsp soft brown sugar

1tbsp caster sugar

4tsp cocoa powder, plus 

a little extra to fi nish

FOR THE SAUCE

120ml boiling water, 

or a mixture of boiling 

water and coffee

double cream or 

whipped cream to serve

TWO
SERVES

CHOCOLATE LAVA PUDDING

Recipes taken from Two’s Company by Orlando Murrin, 

published by Ryland, Peters & Small (£18.99) with 

photography by Clare Winfi eld.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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This could not be more different from lemon lava pudding – intense, fudgy and utterly decadent. 

Under the chocolate crust is a pool of chocolate sauce. To turn this into a delicious mocha lava 

pudding, swap the boiling water in the sauce for a strong, freshly brewed coffee.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The Secret   
Supper Club
The Secret Supper Clubs have become a not so 

well-kept secret within the Curious Eatery crowd.

www.thecuriouseatery.co.uk

http://www.thecuriouseatery.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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F
rom Victorian orchid houses to cider 

orchards, you could be feasting pretty 

much anywhere. Each Supper Club is 

held at a different top-secret location 

which even the guests don’t find out about until 

two days before it happens. 

The only way to get an invitation is to ask 

(very nicely) if you can join their invite list and 

only then will you be able to dine in one their 

weird and wonderful locations. In keeping with 

the experience-led dining, you will be taken to an 

enchanted supper where you’ll drink great wines, 

feast on delicious food and meet wonderful 

people. 

Working closely with the talented people 

at Hire Love, The Curious Eatery team turn 

any space into a magical and unforgettable 

evening. Each menu is devised to work with the 

surroundings and the land is an integral part of 

how the chefs showcase not just the food, but the 

venue and the season. 

The latest Supper Club was held in 

Sissinghust, at Crossways, a beautiful Victorian 

orchard house that was built in 1894. The venue 

had formerly been a pig farm which naturally 

lent itself to the chefs incorporating pork into 

the menu. As the event was held in the autumn, 

the chefs wanted to use produce from their 

allotment, and in what turned out to be a happy 

accident, they tried a perfect planting trio of 

pumpkins, sweetcorn and climbing beans from 

which they created their delicious ‘Three Sisters’ 

salad’ which has become a staple part of their 

seasonal autumnal menus.  

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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S
trolling through Faversham High 

Street as winter approaches, the town 

has a unique charm with its historic 

buildings and variety of independent 

retailers. Vino is one of these – a wine shop that 

offers daily tastings, antipasti and coffee, where 

you can also stop off for an hour or so to sample 

their generous selection of wines by the glass 

and, if you’re hungry, enjoy a delicious plate of 

charcuterie which can include Italian cheese, 

meat, olives, bread and other tasty offerings.

Owned and run by Italians, the inside is 

reminiscent of an Italian Enoteca – a local wine 

bar where locals (and tourists) gather to chat, 

drink and enjoy a glass or two of wine – a little 

Vino    wine shop  
      & tastings

bit of Italy in the middle of Kent. The 

inside is very small – the front of the 

shop has a small bar where you can sit on 

stools and enjoy the ambience, and at the 

back there are two tables which can seat up 

to four guests each, and a further table for two 

where you can gaze out of the window enjoying 

a little bit of people-watching. The venue is so 

small that booking is essential for Friday and 

Saturday evenings, but during the week you can 

pop in any time.

We were bowled over by our welcome and 

how friendly and polite the staff were, and were 

even upgraded to a table in the back room. The 

blackboard has a generous selection of wines you 

can enjoy by the glass – not all Italian – a range 

of wines from a variety of different countries 

including red, white and sparkling. 

We opted for the Nerello to start – a blend 

of Nerello Mascalese and Cappuccio which are 

black grapes native to Sicily – mostly associated 

ROWENA HAWTIN DISCOVERS A LITTLE 

GEM IN THE HEART OF FAVERSHAM  
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with the red wines from the volcanic soils 

around Mount Etna. Nerello Cappuccio is rarely 

made into a varietal and is usually used in blends 

with Nerello Mascalese to add perfume and 

colour and soften the tannins of this higher-

quality, but slightly harder-edged wine. Nerello 

Mascalese is often grown at very high altitudes 

on the volcanic soils of Mount Etna – some of 

the highest vineyards in Europe – and the cooler 

temperatures enable the grape to develop slowly 

over the ripening season to create immense 

character and depth. Our wine had fresh red 

fruit aromas, a herbaceous character, a touch of 

earthiness and excellent minerality – perfect to 

complement our Italian fare.

We were savouring this delicious wine when 

our plate of charcuterie arrived – cold meats, a 

variety of Italian cheeses, bread, and paté served 

with a hefty dose of smiles. Whilst we worked 

our way through the food, we were thinking of 

which wine to try next and, as we were in Italian 

mode, we thought we’d stick to Italian wine. 

They didn’t have any more Italian reds on the 

blackboard, so we asked what else they had and 

hey presto, a magnum of Primitivo arrived – oh, 

sorrow, we were driving!

Primitivo is mostly grown in Puglia in 

Southern Italy – in fact it is the same grape as 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Zinfandel, famous in California. It is a black 

grape variety frequently associated with the 

denomination Primitivo di Manduria DOC. A 

classic Primitivo is high in alcohol and tannin, 

intensely perfumed with black fruit such as 

plums and cherries and can age for many years, 

which helps to soften the tannins and integrate 

the flavours. Primitivo has experienced a revival 

recently, partly due to the fame of Zinfandel 

across the Atlantic.

The wine we had did not disappoint – deep 

purple in colour, beautiful soft black fruit, ripe, 

well-integrated tannins which were silky smooth, 

with a touch of spice such as nutmeg and a hint 

of vanilla from the barrel ageing. Although the 

alcohol was high – I didn’t see the label but 

would estimate it at around 14.5% – it didn’t 

burn the throat because it was so well-integrated 

with the intensity of the fruit, coupled with good 

acidity, so that it slid down just a little too easily!

It is true that magnums are better than 

standard bottles for maturing wine (not only 

Champagne) because, with twice the volume of a 

normal bottle, the wine matures more slowly and 

develops more complexity as it ages. This was 

definitely the best Primitivo I have tasted and we 

wanted to buy the bottle, but sadly this was the 

only one they had and naturally they would want 

to offer it to other guests. We keenly await the 

one on order but are told it might be a while.

The consistent positive online reviews for 

Vino are truly well-deserved and if you fancy a 

couple of hours relaxing after a hard day’s work, 

popping in to buy a bottle to take home with the 

pizza or other takeaway, or spending a couple of 

hours with friends in the evening, then Vino will 

make you feel most welcome. Our time at the 

table was coming to its end, and the place was 

beginning to fill up with Friday night customers 

ready to relax and enjoy a glass or two of wine to 

wind down at the end of the week. We will most 

certainly be back. I think we’ll take the train next 

time, though!

Rowena Hawtin (Dip WSET)

www.vinofaversham.co.uk  Tel: 01795 531875 

9 Court Street, Faversham ME13 7AN

http://www.vinofaversham.co.uk
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DEWITT RESIDENTIAL FLOORING LIMITED
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