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Set over two floors; you will find a completely unique 3500 sq. ft. of truly 

spectacular showroom, allowing you to experience an extensive range of 

beautiful kitchens, bedrooms, studies and other bespoke furniture. 

Please call us to book in a design consultation

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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www.handmadekitchens.co.uk

01959 532233

Visit our beautiful showrooms

@ Orchard Barn;  

opposite Polhill Garden Centre,  

Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks, TN14 7AD

Opening times

Monday – Friday 8am-4pm 

Saturday 8am-2pm

http://www.handmadekitchens.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Ashford & Cranbrook Roofi ng

Now producing hand-made clay Kent Peg tiles for our customers
www.cranbrookroofing.co.uk

Tel: 01580 242925

Experts in heritage roofi ng

http://www.cranbrookroofing.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Welcome to the spring edition of Conservation 
News. Our team are really excited about this 
edition because spring is our favourite time 

of year and, judging by the weather we’ve had so far this 
year, this spring is going to be particularly gorgeous!

Yes sunshine and blue skies are coming back, the � owers 
are blooming and the lambs are being born. � ere really 
couldn’t be a more life a�  rming season. We’re hoping that 
you, like us, are feeling the excitement and inspiration that 
comes with spring; so we’ve put together a collection of 
articles to really help you seize the moment and improve 
or reinvent your house and garden. From our A-Z of 
kitchens, to creative ways to freshen your fencing, we’ve got 
household ideas that you’ll be raring to try.

We’ve also got the history of clay tiles, lots of garden 
advice and even a medieval makeover in our pages, so if 
you’re still feeling the winter blues right now, you won’t 
be by the end of the magazine. We hope that this quarter’s 
edition will put a real spring in your step!

Dawn and Nadene

WelcomeSpring 2022

Photo: Purlfrost.com

mailto:dawn@conservationnews.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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‘Garden Lady’ oil and gold leaf on canvas 117 x 122cm

Over 100 original contemporary paintings and sculpture by  

established, award-winning and emerging artists. The Fairfax Gallery  

also offers a home trial service to enable clients to view artworks  

in situ to help with finding the perfect piece.

www.fairfaxgallery.com
23 The Pantiles, (Lower Walk), Tunbridge Wells

(Est. 1995) Tel: 01892 525525

http://www.fairfaxgallery.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Sweet success Tulip celebrations at 
Hever Castle 

Feel uplifted by over 40,000 tulips proudly 

standing to attention and providing a visual 

feast of spring colour. A kaleidoscope of 

brightly coloured parrot, Darwin, Peony and 

Triumph Tulips will declare that spring has well 

and truly arrived at Hever Castle & Gardens this 

April. Head Gardener Neil Miller, a fan of bold 

bright colours, has selected a palette for 2022 

that celebrates spring in all its glory and heralds 

the start of warmer days to come. 

For more information visit https://www.

hevercastle.co.uk/whats-on/tulips/

DAZZLING DAFFODILS
Daffodils and narcissi make a splendid show 

in spring, but to ensure a dazzling display 

next year, follow these three simple steps.  

1) Deadhead as soon as they have flowered 

to stop them setting seed.  

2) Leave the foliage standing for six weeks 

before tidying up and  

3) If your daffs produce leaves but no 

flowers, then they either need feeding or 

thinning out. If in doubt, do both!

 Each year we look forward to spring to see the 

end of the dark gloomy days of winter. This is 

when the garden starts to wake up and the first 

signs of colour appear. You’ll soon be caught 

up in a frenzy of seed sowing, growing, and 

nurturing your garden as it comes back to life. 

Garden                
NOTES

Home-grown sweetcorn cooked within 

minutes of picking  is simply the sweetest and 

juiciest sweetcorn you’ll ever taste. A favourite 

allotment crop, its statuesque, leafy structure 

and easy-to-grow nature make it great to 

plant in bold blocks in your borders, or as a 

productive screen to divide up areas of your 

vegetable plot. Sow seeds indoors in small 

pots on a sunny windowsill in a warm room. 

When all danger of frost has passed, plant 

your seedlings in a grid formation about 50cm 

apart. Sweetcorn is wind pollinated so plants 

need to be in close proximity. Water and mulch 

regularly throughout the growing season.

https://www
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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SUMMER FLOWERING BULBS
Now is the time to plant summer fl owering bulbs to 

ensure a magnifi cent splash of colour come the warmer 

months. Here are some of our favourites: 

Allium (Purple Sensation). A very popular choice, but it 

is one of the best and it self-seeds generously.  

Canna. Invaluable for bringing a touch of the tropics to 

your borders. Not totally hardy, so mulch in autumn.

Dahlia. A must-have in the summer garden, they make 

wonderful cut fl owers.

PLANTS TO PRUNE NOW
Spring is, perhaps surprisingly, one of the 

most important times for pruning. 

Tender shrubs: Mediterranean shrubs such 

as lavender need protection from their top 

growth in winter, so trim in spring to make 

way for new growth.

Grasses: Deciduous grasses can be cut back 

from March to April.

Spring fl owering shrubs: Shrubs that 

fl ower on the previous season’s growth 

(such as weigela below) benefi t from being 

cut back immediately after fl owering.

Foliage shrubs: Encourage the growth of 

large, vibrant leaves and colourful winter 

stems by cutting plants such as dogwoods 

back hard every year in early spring.

What to do now
• Keep weeds under control.

•  Protect fruit blossom from late frosts. Most 
top fruit and soft fruit are very hardy but 
once they start into growth in spring, fl owers 
and buds are especially vulnerable to frost 
and may need protection to crop well.

• Tie in climbing and rambling roses.

• Sow hardy annuals and herb seeds.

• Start to feed citrus plants.

• Increase the water given to houseplants.

• Feed hungry shrubs and roses.

• Sow new lawns or repair bare patches.

• Prune fi g trees.

• Divide bamboos and waterlilies.

HOW TO MAKE THE BEST COMPOST
• Separate ingredients: Remove leaves from other compost 
ingredients and use for leafmould.
• Get a good balance: Too much carbon (woody stems etc.) 
and the composting process will be too slow, but too much 
nitrogen (grass cuttings etc.) and you’ll get a horrible-smelling 
sludge. For every load of green material, mix in the same 
volume of dry material such as straw or cardboard.
• Turn the heap: Mix it up as often as possible. Once every 
ten days is ideal.
• Don’t let it dry out: Damp the heap down with the hose if it 
gets too dry.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Corker Outdoors, based in Paddock 

Wood, recognised COVID as an 

opportunity to shake up their 

business, and perhaps even their 

industry. “We saw unprecedented demand for 

landscaping products, especially those centred 

on what’s known as RMI – repair, maintenance, 

and improvement,” Oliver Corkery, Operations 

Director, explained. “It became clear that people 

were embracing al fresco living on a different 

level and were viewing their gardens as a true 

extension of their house .”

MAKE YOUR  
GARDEN A CORKER!
Corker Outdoors have risen past recent challenges, and have their sights  
and site firmly set on the future.

But, with the construction industry affected 

by shutdowns and staff in isolation, Corker 

found their product sources and service 

suppliers unable to reliably fill the growing 

order bank.  

It was Oliver who came up with a creative 

response to these potential threats. This year has 

seen Corker begin to import unique products 

and exquisite stonework directly. Furthermore, 

they have begun to market directly to garden 

designers to professionally showcase these 

products, exclusive to Corker.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


11Spring 2022 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.conservationnews.co.uk

Another hint at the exciting evolution 

of the business can be found in the fifteen 

show gardens at their Paddock Wood 

site. The spots in the show gardens are 

hotly contested, with the newest arrivals 

currently being installed. It’s very much 

a case of ‘watch this space’. The Corkerys 

have been hinting that there is much 

more to come, as they expand into more 

areas of the industry – from spectacular 

garden galas to new workspaces and 

service-orientated facilities. They feel it’s 

something bigger operations are missing. 

“Developers and the construction 

industry as a whole need to rethink a 

home’s outdoor space, just as we are, to 

meet customer expectations,” Mick explains. 

“People are using these spaces differently and 

have higher expectations than a patch of grass 

front and back. They want and deserve much 

more than that. We aim to give them all of that 

and more.”

One of the refreshing aspects of a visit to 

Corker is that their forward-facing, expansive 

vision has not compromised their family values. 

Alice – Mick’s wife and Oli’s mother, runs 

the front-of-house, delivering the impeccable 

customer service they have become renowned 

for. Their passion for their customers and what 

they do is infectious, something evident in the 

newest members of the team.

The enthusiasm and high-energy is evident 

the moment you step onto the Corker site. 

The smiles and greetings are genuine. There’s 

no pressured selling tactics – just helpful 

consultation and advice, often including a visit to 

a show garden to see exactly what is meant – and 

possible. If the future 

of the business is as 

bright as their outlook 

and approach, then 

it is not only assured, 

but bound to become 

a highlight of the 

industry. 

For more information visit www.corker.co.uk. 

Tel: 01892 833325.

http://www.corker.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Artifi cial grass at trade prices
at Gorse Hill Nursery

No mowing! No feeding! No watering!

Gorse Hill, Farningham DA4 0JU (opposite Scratchers Lane)
Tel 01322 864704 or 07984 475519  |  www.gorsehillnursery.co.uk

Our quality artifi cial grass starts at 

£12 per sq metre inc. VAT. 

Free DIY advice or call for a free 

no obligation quote. We sell all you 

need to complete your project.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME Samples available on request

Constructed and resurfaced 
in Kent, Sussex and Surrey

Please call Martin 
for free advice 
and quotations

Tel: 01424 892265
07831 643835

www.martingurr.co.uk

http://www.gorsehillnursery.co.uk
http://www.martingurr.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The UK Government has increased the ethanol 

percentage in petrol to 10% (E10) to help 

reduce CO2 emissions.  

That’s a good thing right? For cars maybe, but 

for petrol lawnmowers it’s not.  

What’s the problem then?

The problem with Ethanol is that it de-stabilises 

petrol & makes it breakdown into varnish (just 

like Ronseal) & water. The breakdown starts 

after 58 days & it’s separated by day 80. So now 

if you leave petrol in your mower over winter 

you will find it won’t start next spring & carb 

will look like this:

 Here you can clearly see the varnish deposits 

inside this carburettor that was left for six 

months with petrol in it.

Can it be fixed? Yes. It can, but it’s easy to think 

your engine is dead & the more unscrupulous 

repair shops will say you need a new mower.

Mowpower include a varnish removal 

procedure as part of their standard service to 

get everything cleaned & back up & running & 

they also provide a FREE petrol stabiliser shot.

So is the petrol I bought last year any good? 

If you haven’t put a stabiliser in it - don’t use it. 

The water floats to the top & the varnish sinks 

so you will be pouring water into your engine 

which could seriously damage it. The varnish 

also attacks pipes & primer buttons & makes 

them go brittle & crack. 

So what does it look like?

The petrol in this container is three months old. 

You can clearly see the “varnish” deposits at the 

bottom & above the varnish is water. It also has 

a very distinct smell. If your petrol looks like 

this – don’t use it.

What’s going on with petrol?
Petrol has changed and we all need to understand the impact of 

these changes to avoid expensive repair bills.

These are the pipes & carburettor from a 

Mantis tiller that had petrol left in it for over a 

year. This was so bad it had to have new pipes, 

filter and a new carb.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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So what can I do about it?

Follow these simple rules.

1. Don’t buy too much petrol in one go. Buy 

little and often and buy a new petrol can to 

stop cross contamination.

2. Empty petrol if you plan to store empty 

machinery for over three months.

3. Try putting our free fuel stabiliser in at the 

end of the year – that will keep the petrol 

good for nine months. 

So what about this Ethanol free petrol?

There is a brand of Ethanol free petrol called 

Aspen, but it’s very expensive and if you follow 

our rules you won’t need it.

Some garden machinery companies stick a 

label on mowers saying the engine will only 

work with Aspen petrol. We have customers 

who believed this & were buying £50 of this 

brand every month. They now follow our 

simple rules & have never needed it again & 

saved lots of money!

What do I do if my mower won’t start?

If your mower isn’t starting but it’s making all 

the right noises then call 01622 828627 & get it 

to Harrietsham and we will sort it. Mowpower 

& Mowtastic have a repair workshop and 

showroom in Harrietsham.

Unit 6 a/b Harrietsham Ind. Est., Station road,  

ME17 1JA.

Pick up your free stabiliser from Mowpower

If you’re going to store your machine, simply 

put the stabiliser in a five litre can (the green 

plastic curved can) and it will preserve it for 

ten months stopping the petrol from breaking 

down. When you store your machine for the 

winter just pour some of this petrol in your 

machine, and run the engine for ten minutes 

to run it through and you will have no petrol 

problems in the spring.

Call 01622 828 627 for more information. 

Every year we get 100s of mowers that won’t start just because the petrol has gone off. All of these 

mowers were dropped off in one week because they wouldn’t start & every single one has got bad 

petrol in it. 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Based in Sundridge 
near Sevenoaks and 
surrounded by the 
beautiful Kent countryside.

Come and see what 
changes we have been 
making to our centre 
over the past year; you 
can also enjoy a coffee 
and a slice of cake in our 
Cornflower café. Dogs are 
welcome in the garden 

centre as well as the dog 
area in the café.

Our team are on hand for 
any help or advice you 
may need.  While you 
are here join our Orchard 
Club loyalty scheme to 
enjoy discounts across 
our garden centre 
and cafe.

Welcome to Coblands Garden Centre

All prices correct at time of going to press. While stocks last.

Dryhill Lane, Sundridge, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 6AA Tel: 01959 561274

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

coblandsgardencentre.co.uk

www.theshedfactory.co.uk
 01732 823455

KENT LEISURE BUILDINGS
Show site open 7 days

01959 534242
London Rd, Halstead, Kent TN14 7DY

www.kentleisurebuildings.co.uk

http://www.theshedfactory.co.uk
http://www.kentleisurebuildings.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Over the last couple of years those 

of us lucky enough to have our 

own outside space may well have 

come to view our gardens with 

fresh eyes and renewed appreciation, having 

realised how fortunate we are. It can be a 

daunting prospect and not something to rush 

into without taking time to prepare properly, 

and first you need to decide what it is you want 

to achieve, so we’ve come up with ideas to give 

you some inspiration and get your creative 

juices flowing.

For what seems like centuries, garden fencing 

was just something that no-one got excited 

about; it was just there to fulfill the purpose of 

demarcation and security. It can go unnoticed 

Freshen up your fencing

unless it starts to fail, fall down or look like 

an eyesore. The good news is that over the last 

decade or so garden fencing has undergone 

something of a renaissance and instead of just 

replacing boring old wooden featheredge panels 

with the same old-same old, there are now 

many sleek, modern and contemporary fencing 

styles that can bring your outside space into the 

21st century. 

Take a look online and you may be surprised; 

there are all sorts of newer styles like tongue 

and groove panels rather than featheredge or 

close-board panels. Some companies are even 

selling panels that look good on both sides, so 

you and your neighbour get the best of both 

worlds. Nowadays instead of being simply a 

With the joyful thought of spring on the horizon, it may be time to show your garden some 
love and consider tackling some meatier projects like updating your fencing to give your 
garden a well-deserved facelift before summer gets under way.

Photo: charttimberbuildings.co.uk

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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perimeter, your fence can be an integral part of 

your garden design and not merely a ‘backdrop’.

Instead of the usual and rather conventional 

softwood options, there are 

now hardwood panels like 

cedar, redwood and larch 

available that, depending on 

how they’re used and which 

design you choose, will look 

great in both modern and 

traditional settings, so if you 

have a period-style property 

there’s scope for thinking 

outside the box. Many style 

programmes on TV these days like Grand 

Designs, Amazing Spaces and Your Garden 

Made Perfect show us that it’s cool to blend the 

old and the new, and this isn’t just for the inside 

of your property.

A style of fencing that has 

become very popular is the 

cedar horizontal slatted panel, 

sometimes referred to as ‘Venetian’. 

These look superb, and with the 

small gap between the battens or 

slats give some privacy but also 

allow a certain amount of light to 

filter through along with offering 

less wind resistance. If you prefer 

more privacy, solid hardwood 

panels are also available that look very classy 

and modern too.

Photo: corker.co.uk

“Garden fencing has 

undergone something 

of a renaissance ... 

there are now many 

sleek, modern and 

contemporary  

fencing styles.” 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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A note on softwood versus hardwood: most 

typical timber fencing, gates, posts etc. have 

traditionally been made from softwoods which, 

unless they are pressure-treated, can rot after as 

little as 5 – 7 years, especially when in contact 

with the ground. Hardwoods tend to be longer-

lasting and some companies will guarantee 

their hardwood panels for 20 years, so although 

they may be initially more expensive they will 

work out cheaper in the long run. There aren’t 

many softwood fencing companies that can 

offer guarantees on how long their timber will 

last before rot sets in, but there are a few so 

it’s well worth researching. Look out for those 

that pressure-treat their timber and offer a 

guarantee.

Another new addition to the fencing 

scene that has arrived in the last decade or 

so is composite. This is now being used to 

manufacture materials for everything from 

decking, fencing, garden structures and 

buildings. Now this really has set the cat 

amongst the pigeons, so to speak! It really is a 

change from the same-old etc etc…

What is composite? It is a blend of 

recycled wood and plastic used to design and 

manufacture products that look like real timber 

decking boards and fencing, but the lifetime of 

these products far outlasts natural timber. Most 

of the companies that are selling composite 

products say they use 100% recycled materials, 

100% renewable energy to produce them, 

and are leading the way in moving towards 

sustainable living by reducing the impact of 

their manufacturing on the environment.  

Companies like EnviroBuild and 

e-Composite Products Ltd are really 

hammering home their ‘eco’ credentials and if 

that sort of thing concerns you, like me, then 

you will want to take a look. Many of them are 

offering a range of other products made from 

composites, such as decking, cladding, garden 

buildings and structures that look stylish and 

not at all fake or ‘plasticky’. I think they are 

going to give the traditional suppliers a run 

for their money, so before embarking on your 

garden hard landscaping project keep an open 

mind and take a look at all the options.

There’s another alternative fencing choice 

in the market: coloured metal fencing systems. 

One such company, ColourFence, offers what 

they call ‘fit and forget’ fencing. They boast 

that once it’s fitted it requires no repairs or 

treatment and that it’s virtually maintenance-

free. They’ve got a range of pre-coloured metal 

panels and posts that look similar in design to 

traditional fencing – solid panels, some with a 

choice of trellis at the top. 

And finally, if your fencing doesn’t require 

replacement and is basically structurally sound 

but just looking a bit dull and tired, you could 

consider freshening things up by staining it a 

lovely new colour to complement your planting 

and garden furniture, then going that extra 

mile by fixing some lovely new decorative 

trellis screens in contrasting colours. There 

are many companies online that have superb 

floral, geometric and exotic designs cut from 

composite material or metal that could take 

your garden to another level, adding a touch of 

Moroccan, Mediterranean or Oriental styling: 

the world is your oyster.

Photos opposite:  

1. www.contemporaryfencing.com

2. charlesandivy.co.uk

3. colourfence.co.uk

4. charlesandivy.co.uk

http://www.contemporaryfencing.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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HOW TO...
REVIVE METAL 
FURNITURE
Cast iron furniture left outside can 

suffer weather damage including rust, 

flaking paint and surface algae. Follow 

our tips to help restore it to its former 

glory. Make sure you choose the perfect 

day – dry, slightly overcast, with no 

threat of rain. 

n  Check the bolts holding the furniture 

together and replace any that have 

rusted. Use a release oil on any that fail 

to undo.

n  Wearing gloves, use a fungicidal wash 

or household bleach to kill off any 

algae. Apply and leave for 24 hours 

before washing off.

n  Use a steel brush to remove flaking 

paint to make a sound base for the 

new coat of paint.

n  Worn-away paint exposes the metal 

and a powdery coating may be present. 

Use a sanding block and wet and dry 

abrasive paper to remove this. Make 

sure you wear a protective dust mask.

n  Scrub the furniture to remove any 

traces of grease and dust and allow it 

to dry completely.

n  A specific range of paints can be 

applied straight on to bare metal. 

n  Brush on a coat of paint, and once 

completely dry, give it a light sanding 

with fine glasspaper to provide a key 

for the next coat. Always follow the 

manufacturer’s recommendations for 

the best time to apply a second coat.

Photo: Dobbies.com

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Longer life and less 
maintenance than traditi onal 
mineral felt and asphalt fl at 
roofs. LAM’s liquid applied 
fi breglass fl at roofi ng is highly 
cost eff ecti ve and comes with 
a 25 year guarantee!

FIBREGLASS FLAT ROOFING

T: 01892 825768
E: info@liquidapplied.co.uk

www.liquidapplied.co.uk

• Liquid Applied GRP Roofing
•  Cold Applied - no flame or hot works
•  Overlay options - no need to 

completely strip off old roof 
coverings

•  Fast efficient installation service with 
no mess and minimal disruption

•  Totally seamless - tough and durable 
smart looking finish with decorative 
edge trims to suit any property

•  UV stable and colour options 
available

• Water Feature Lining
• Swimming Pool Lining

Liquid Applied Membranes Limited.Liquid Applied Membranes Limite

01892 825768
Liquid Applied Membranes LimitedLiquid Applied Membranes Limited.

01892 825768
Liquid Applied Membranes LimiteLiquid Applied Membranes Limite

• Swimming Pool Lining

Traditional mineral felt and asphalt flat roofs can have significant 
costly maintenance problems during their limited average life 
span of 10 to 12 years. LAM’s liquid applied fibreglass flat roofing 
is highly cost effective and comes with a 25 year guarantee!

FIBREGLASS FLAT ROOFING
L I Q U I D  A P P L I E D 
G R P  R O O F I N G

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast effi  cient installati on 
service with no mess 
and minimal disrupti on

•  Totally seamless - tough 
and durable

•  UV stable and colour 
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T: 01892 825768
E: info@liquidapplied.co.uk
www.liquidapplied.co.uk

FLAT ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Longer life and less 
maintenance than traditi onal 
mineral felt and asphalt fl at 
roofs. LAM’s liquid applied 
fl at roofi ng is highly cost-
eff ecti ve and comes with a 
25-year guarantee!
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mineral felt and asphalt fl at 
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FIBREGLASS FLAT ROOFING

T: 01892 825768
E: info@liquidapplied.co.uk

www.liquidapplied.co.uk
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•  Overlay options - no need to 
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coverings

•  Fast efficient installation service with 
no mess and minimal disruption
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LIQUID APPLIED 
ROOFING SYSTEMS
•  Over 30 years 

experience

•  Cold Applied - no fl ame 
or hot works

•  Fast, effi  cient 
installati on service with 
no mess and minimal 
disrupti on

•  Totally seamless – 
tough and durable

•  UV stable and colour 
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Call us for all your waste needs
Fully licensed - FREE quotations

• Household 
• Site clearance
• Garden waste 
• Commercial
• Builders 
• Demolition
• Contract work

“No need to skip it...
                    let us load and tip it!”
Out of hours & weekend collections
Tel: 01732 823511 Mob: 07803 854424
Email: info@fi rst4waste.com
quickquotes@fi rst4waste.com

www.fi rst4waste.com

We aim to recycle as much of our waste as possible to keep the world greener

NEW 
SERVICE
Asbestos 
removal

BP & H
Baldwin Plumbing 

& Heating
Established 1969

info@baldwinplumbingandheating
Baldwinplumbingandheating.com

Tel: 07740 949452

� Plumbing

�  Heating

�  Hot water cylinders

�  Boilers (accredited Viessmann � tters)

�  Gas

�  Bathrooms & kitchens supplied and � tted

�  Power � ushing

�  Fully insured

mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
mailto:info@liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.liquidapplied.co.uk
http://www.fi
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• Resin bound & bonded  • Hot bitumen & gravel  
• Groundworks  • Tarmacadam

• Dropped kerbs & crossovers • Block paving

Tel: 01892 652700   Mobile: 07506 968221
stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk |  info@stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk

mailto:info@stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Spring bulbs, early flowering 

shrubs and blossoming fruit trees 

provide welcome splashes of colour 

throughout March and April, with 

the rest of the garden slowly waking from its 

winter slumber.  

Planting hanging baskets and containers 

with spring-flowering plants is a wonderful 

way to bring more colour and interest into 

the garden at this time of year. Garden centres 

and nurseries stock a fabulous array of 

spring bedding, with wallflowers, polyanthus, 

primulas, ranunculus, bellis daisies, violas and 

forget-me-nots all widely available now, along 

with pots of flowering spring bulbs including 

daffodils, hyacinths, grape hyacinths and 

fritillaries. Do not be tempted to buy summer 

bedding or frost-tender plants just yet, as 

temperatures can drop considerably at night, 

and frosts are a possibility until mid-May.

For a colourful spring display, combine candy 

pink bellis daisies with daffodils and vibrant 

violas. For fragrance, freshly-scented hyacinths 

pack a punch and look wonderful planted 

alongside pink primulas and delicate forget-

me-nots. Jewel-coloured polyanthus can add 

bright sparks and dazzle when planted en masse 

or with daffodils and grape hyacinths. 

When planting new displays in baskets or 

containers, it is always advisable to empty out 

old compost and wash the container inside and 

out to minimise the risk of pests and diseases. 

Cover the large drainage hole at the base of the 

container with a stone and add a layer of gravel 

Spring has finally arrived, bringing promises of warmer weather, 

longer days and sunnier skies. What better way to celebrate than to 

get out in the garden, enjoy the fresh air and look forward to another 

gardening year? 

The joys of spring

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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to keep roots free from standing 

water. Fill with fresh peat-free potting 

compost, arrange plants as desired 

and then water in. Remember to 

deadhead faded flowers regularly to 

encourage further flowering.

There are many other important 

gardening jobs that need doing at 

this time of year. Grass is starting to 

grow steadily, and lawns will require 

regular mowing in order to look their 

best. Ensure that lawnmower blades 

are at their highest setting for the first 

few cuts. Lawn edges can be redefined 

with a half-moon edging iron; this not only 

makes mowing easier, but also really improves 

the appearance of the lawn which then acts as a 

wonderful foil for the rest of the garden.

Another hugely rewarding job to carry out on 

a sunny spring day is to work through beds and 

borders removing weeds, cutting back faded 

perennials and applying mulches or fertilisers. 

Hardy annual seeds can be 

sown once the soil warms up in 

March, and this is an easy and 

cost-effective way to ensure the 

garden is filled with colour in 

a matter of weeks. Summer-

flowering bulbs such as lilies, 

agapanthus and gladioli can 

be planted out now, as can 

dormant dahlia tubers.  

Spring really is an exciting 

time in the garden, with the 

longer days and brighter skies 

filling us with anticipation for 

the year ahead.  So, make the 

most of the fine weather, get 

outside and enjoy your garden.

“Planting hanging baskets and 

containers with spring-flowering 

plants is a wonderful way to bring 

more colour and interest into the 

garden at this time of year.”

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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WILLS & PROBATE
Lasting Powers of  Attorney

Declaration of  Trusts • Property disputes
• Change of  name deeds

• Deputyship applications • Family law
• Solicitors & Commissioners for oaths

Contact Veronica White

07568 159462
www.elitelegalservices.co.uk
The Old Library, St Faiths Street,  

Maidstone, ME14 1LH
info@elitelegalservices.co.uk

ELITE LEGAL 
SERVICES

http://www.elitelegalservices.co.uk
mailto:info@elitelegalservices.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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• Protect your home

• Free advice and consultations

• Reliable and affordable

• 20+ years experience

Our priority is making sure our 

customers feel safe at home and 

that their home is secure 24 hours 

a day, 365 days a year. 

We use market-leading products 

that you can trust and adapt to 

suit your property and 

personal needs.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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4 Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1JS 01622 676926 

www.sawardgallery.co.uk

● Bespoke framing  ● Wide choice of Mouldings & Swept Frames

●  Over 30 years experience  ● Friendly reliable service

Original artwork 

available by local Kent 

artist Cathy McClymont

http://www.sawardgallery.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The sofa is a piece of furniture on 

which we lounge, read, eat and 

drink, entertain family and friends, 

watch TV and even sleep, so it makes 

sense that we take the time to invest in one 

that’s going to last for years to come.

Try before you buy

Try out different styles to ensure you get good 

back support. There’s no right or wrong height, 

so again, try before you buy to make sure it 

TAKE A SEAT!
suits the whole family. Spend plenty of time 

sitting on sofas to test them for comfort, as 

what you see, and more importantly what you 

feel, is mostly what you get. That said, be aware 

that a sofa that feels wonderfully supportive 

now may sag over time. 

Invest in a good frame

Spend as much as you can afford on a quality 

frame. A solid hardwood frame is a good 

option, but be wary of a particleboard or 

Buying a new sofa is a real investment, and one of the most important decisions 
you can make when it comes to decorating your home.

Wilson sofa, Lenleys

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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a window. It’s particularly important in a busy 

family home, and if you have a dog or cat, to opt 

for a fabric that’s easy to spot clean. If you want 

to keep your sofa for decades, choosing the right 

textile for your sofa is as important as making 

sure the construction standards are high.

metal construction. Also, take 

note of the guarantee before 

you commit – always opt for 

manufacturers who offer at least a 

15-year guarantee. Ask about the 

construction of the sofa’s frame.

A sturdy frame is usually a 

long-lasting sofa. A wooden frame 

is best, especially if it’s a quality 

timber that has been kiln-dried 

– be wary of cheap pine or green 

timber, which may warp over 

time. The frame should be secured 

together by dowels or nails; avoid 

those that are held together by 

staples and glue. The legs should 

be either part of the frame or 

solidly attached. Metal frames 

may be necessary when the seat 

of the sofa has a large span, but 

it may make the whole piece of 

furniture very heavy to move.

Check the cushions

Remember that what’s inside a 

sofa is just as important as what’s 

used on the outside. When it 

comes to the sofa back and seat, 

feather-filled cushions are high on 

comfort but they will need regular 

plumping, while foam or fibre 

fillings may flatten out and lose 

their shape over time. 

Focus on fabric

Whether you go for a bold colour, pattern 

or a neutral, your choice of fabric will have a 

huge impact on the room, so choose carefully. 

Natural materials may fade in strong sunlight so 

go for a synthetic fabric if the sofa will be near 

TIP 
Choose fabrics with patterns in the weave, as these tend 
to wear better over time. Ask the store you are buying 
your sofa from for a swatch to take home. Place in situ to 
see how the fabric looks in both natural daylight and under 
artificial light at night.

Pugin three seater sofa, Sofas & Stuff
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Colour

When in doubt about colour, play it safe.

If you’ve found your dream sofa but are unsure 

which colour will work in your scheme, or 

haven’t even decided on one yet, stick with a 

neutral. It will probably work with any of the 

colourways or patterns you introduce at a later 

date. 

If your décor plan has a predominately warm 

palette, choose a beige, mushroom or cream 

sofa; a grey, charcoal or white sofa will work 

best with a cool colour palette. Punchy colour 

should come from cushions, throws or rugs as 

these can easily be replaced when the next new 

colour trend hits.

Measure

There is honestly nothing 

worse than buying a piece of 

costly furniture that doesn’t fi t 

into your home, so before you 

do anything, make sure you 

measure up. 

Get out the tape measure 

and make sure you’re certain of 

the maximum sofa dimensions 

that will fi t your space. Pay 

attention to the depth as well 

if you’re buying for a smaller 

room, as the depth of the seat 

rarely changes from the larger to 

smaller size sofas.

Finally, check the dimensions 

of your doorways and any 

stairways the sofa will have to 

pass through whilst being delivered and 

installed – your unscuffed walls will thank 

you.

If access is limited, you may need to opt 

for a low-back style, one with removable 

legs or even a modular design that can be 

delivered in smaller sections. If you have a 

small room, why not consider a two-seater 

or even a snuggler?

You might have your dream sofa in your 

sights but you have to be practical too. The 

good news is that it’s never been easier to 

customise a sofa to make it really work for 

you and your space.

Ercol Cosenza sofa, Lenleys
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MAKE A MODULAR WORK FOR ITS MONEY
Modulars come in a range of sizes and have 

many benefi ts. As they combine various 

lounging pieces in one unit, they are relatively 

compact, maximising the space a room has 

available. They also offer more space to sit, 

especially if a chaise or fi xed ottoman is 

attached. 

Due to their fl exibility, modulars can be set up 

in different formations. From the L-shapes of 

two- and three-seat corner sofas with chaise 

longue additions, to larger U-shaped modulars 

which can be expanded by adding a corner or 

terminal, these are sofas well worth 

considering. 

Lyng Milly sofa, Scandinavian Touch

Buying antique sofas

Antique sofas come in many different styles 

and forms and buying sofas at auction or 

from dealers is all about look and comfort. 

Having said that, it is vitally important 

to check the structure and upholstery. 

What looks good on the outside can hide 

a multitude of sins. Make sure the legs 

and arms are steady and be aware that 

reupholstery, respringing and rewebbing 

can be costly.

The important thing is not to rush into an 

impulsive purchase, as your sofa will be one 

of the most-used pieces of furniture in your 

home. A high level of craftsmanship that delivers 

deep comfort and support is paramount, but 

then there are other considerations, such as sofa 

style and shape, upholstery type and durability, 

and the sofa’s suitability to your home and 

lifestyle.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Settle on your style

The style of your sofa will be influenced by 

your room’s existing décor, so choose one that 

will suit. A low-profile sofa will work really 

well in a modern scheme, while a high-back 

sofa will look better in a more traditional 

period home.

Consider the style of arms and whether they 

are comfortable enough for resting your arm 

on, snoozing against or even perching on. 

Wide arms suit more contemporary styles, 

especially sofas with a low profile, but can take 

up a significant amount of room. A high-

backed sofa often has a narrow arm, and if the 

sofa is a classic style, may have a curvaceous 

scroll or flare.

George sofa, Neptune

Windsor stain resistant velvet sofa, 
The London Road Furniture Company

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Made to measure curtains, blinds and soft furnishings

Lamps, cushions, throws and items for the home

Shop open Tuesday – Friday, 10 - 4 or by appointment

St David’s Bridge, Cranbrook TN17 3HL

01589 712209 | www.clarelangdoninteriors.co.uk01589 712209 | www.clarelangdoninteriors.co.uk

http://www.clarelangdoninteriors.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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FIREPLACES - STOVES - GAS FIRES - FLUE SYSTEMS

www.english-chimneypiece.co.uk  | 01732 740811

3 St. Botolph’s Road, Sevenoaks TN13 3AJ

http://www.english-chimneypiece.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Mobile interior fabric shop displaying the latest designs and offering a complete make-up service. 

We have a wide range of designer poles and specialist tracks, including Wave systems. 

Full fi tting service. Bespoke cushions, lampshades, bedding and upholstery to complete your project. 

Room design packages, mood boards and colour scheming.

Looking for just fabric? Ask about designer fabric options at competitive prices.

For more information visit www.karenperryinteriors.co.ukFor more information visit www.karenperryinteriors.co.uk
Tel: 07706 082748Tel: 07706 082748

Made to measure curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishingsMade to measure curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishings
Contemporary – French Country – Modern – Traditional – Bohemian

http://www.karenperryinteriors.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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         INSPIRING IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME
Lifestyle

Biscuit barrel, £19.95
annabeljames.co.uk

Silver hare head, £34.99
homepieces.co.uk

Forsythia wreath, £59,
ellajames.co.uk

Spring meadow ceramic jug, 
£14.99, giselagraham.co.uk

Tealight trio, £43
concreteandwax.com

Spring splendour velvet cushion, £45, 
thefrenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

6 eggs on sticks, £9.99
weloveseasons.com

Hare teapot, 
£29.99, Dobbies

6 eggs on sticks, £9.99
weloveseasons.com

Green glass table lamp & 
marble lamp shade, 
oohhowlovely.co.uk

Spring meadow ceramic jug, 

Henleaze throw, £215, neptune.com

Set of 6 napkins, £40,
neptune.com

Eva vase, 18.5cm, £60
scandinaviantouch.co.uk

Green glass candle holder, 
£10, talkingtables.co.uk

Bunny decoration, £14.99
lights4fun.co.uk

Silver hare head, £34.99

Bunny decoration, £14.99

£29.99, Dobbies

Pink willow bowl, £24.99, Dobbies
Hare cushion, Karen Perry Interiors

karenperryinteriors.co.uk

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Vase, £76.99
Karen Perry Interiors

karenperryinteriors.co.uk

Scented candle, £9.95
icklecandle.co.uk

Bee wine glass, £8
maisoncherie.shop

Dried fl ower buttonhole, £16, 
maryelizabethfl owers.co.uk

Footstool, £34.99
homescapesonline.com

Easter egg box, £9
quinceandcook.co.uk

Light green fern throw, £104
jjtextile.co.uk

Spring botanical art priint
£10, abstracthouse.com

Seat pads, £47.99
celinadigby.co.uk

Aisha easy fi t pendant
£48, darlighting.co.uk

Dried fl ower buttonhole, £16, 

Jug, £28
mondayonline.co.uk

Aisha easy fi t pendant
£48, darlighting.co.uk£48, darlighting.co.uk

Spring fl ight bed linen set, £88
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

Oven glove, £8
waltonshop.co.uk

£10, abstracthouse.com

mondayonline.co.uk

MasterClass lilac casserole, £55
quinceandcook.co.uk

Seat pads, £47.99
celinadigby.co.uk

Footstool, £219
cultfurniture.com

Irini deco vase, £46.90
beaumonde.co.uk

Ceramic egg cups (set of 4), £22.99
mondayonline.co.uk

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Using colour  
      in the kitchen

Your home’s colour palette should flow into your kitchen, just as it would 
in any other room. There are plenty of ways to welcome colour into your 
kitchen, making a feature out of one (or more) of your core shades.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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We look at some of the techniques for pulling 

together your kitchen’s scheme.

Contrast cabinetry

Your kitchen doesn’t have to stay as one colour. 

By using two shades, not only does it give you 

opportunity to reference two colours from your 

palette, but it lets you change the pace of your 

scheme. One way to do this is by picking from 

the opposite sides of the colour wheel. Green-

blue, Powder Blue and earthy red Paprika would 

be two examples, as would Flax Blue and Burnt 

Sienna or Mustard and Navy.

Another idea is to take one more colourful 

colour and one neutral. The contrast is still 

lively, but incorporating a more familiar shade 

like white or grey helps you to be braver with 

your cabinet accent colour. And then if all-over 

neutrals are more your cup of tea, you can do the 

same thing by choosing two colours from a core 

palette, Silver Birch and Grey Oak for instance, 

or Shell and Cobble. 

All-over colour

If two colours feel too much for your taste, paint 

all of your cabinets in 

the one shade. This is the 

more classic approach to 

painted kitchens.

What makes this effect 

more impactful, though, 

is when you carry that 

shade to other parts of the 

room. That could be by 

using the same colour on 

architectural woodwork 

like window frames, doors 

and skirting boards too, or 

it could be top to toe, with 

the walls and possibly even 

ceiling included. The latter sounds like a brave 

choice but, in actual fact, it can be very soothing, 

especially when done with calming colours like 

Sage, Walnut, Cactus or Old Rose. 

Beyond cabinetry

Remember that paint isn’t the only way to apply 

colour in your kitchen. Wall and cabinet colours 

are the starting points, followed by your flooring, 

but the hardware, lighting, furniture and 

accessories – and any window treatments such as 

Roman blinds – you use are key to your palette 

so be sure to pick ones that are part of it, or at 

least a tonal extension of one of your key colours.

Appliances count

An extension of thinking above and beyond 

cabinetry is considering whether your appliances 

can provide a flash of colour. You could choose 

a vibrant orange stove so that colour is felt in 

the kitchen, but in one bright burst rather than 

a long ribbon. If you then link it with other 

orange-based tones in the room, such as warm 

wood flooring and terracotta pots, it doesn’t feel 

remotely out of place.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Article courtesy of Neptune. For kitchen design advice, 

book a complimentary design consultation at your  

local Neptune store. (neptune.com)

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Neptune Tonbridge, 01732 351 866 
neptune.com

Some furniture is made for the here and now.  
Some is built to stand the test of time.  
At Neptune, we believe that the best can do both. 

Good design never grows old.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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ENGINEERED WOOD, SOLID WOOD, LUXURY VINYL, CARPETS

New extensive design showroom  - Open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm Sat 9am-4pm

35 High Street Seal, Sevenoaks TN15 0AN Tel: 01732 762074

LEADING THE WAY IN FLOORING

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Ready to talk Shutters? 
       kentbespokeshutters.co.uk   0800 634 9678 
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The Antique Oak  
Flooring Company

SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE AND  RECLAIMED FLOORING

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT
Willow Court Farm, Bilsington Road, Ruckinge, Ashford, Kent TN26 2PB

T: 01233 659508 M: 07733 263540     www.antiqueoakflooring.com

http://www.antiqueoakflooring.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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THE STONE TILE
WAREHOUSE

ACORN YARD, SUTTON ROAD, LANGLEY, KENT, ME17 3ND

01622 679157

EXPERT ADVICE, INSTALLATION & CUTTING SERVICE AVAILABLE
INFO@THESTONETILEWAREHOUSE.CO.UK WWW.THESTONETILEWAREHOUSE.CO.UK

http://www.conservationnews.&
http://www.conservationnews.&
mailto:INFO@THESTONETILEWAREHOUSE.CO.UK
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Ballet dancer. Front man in an almost 

famous band. Judge on The Great 

Pottery Throwdown. How did all 

that happen? By accident mostly. 

But I always say we make our own luck. What if 

an art teacher hadn’t given me a lump of clay? 

What if the band had been really successful? 

What if I hadn’t taken a photograph of a bowl 

to the buyer at Heals in London? What if she’d 

hated it? Or hadn’t seen it... What if I hadn’t 

agreed to dress up as Adele to make a crazy 

YouTube video? 

Every chapter of my book is based around 

an object (usually a pot) that’s been signifi cant 

in my life. It’s just a trigger to let me go off in a 

lot of different directions and tell a few stories. 

A lot of stories. Dyslexia. The art teacher who 

changed my life. My Mother. My Father. A 

life-changing job interview with a man who lay 

under his car throughout. That video.

Sifting through half-forgotten memories, 

trying to pick out the golden nuggets from 

the stuff that is defi nitely dross has been a 

curious, and at times hilarious, sometimes sad, 

but defi nitely enlightening process. So here it 

is – my pottery life with some very loud music 

and some pretty good dancing. And a lot of 

throwing, fettling and fi ring. Oh... and a good 

dose of anxiety.

WIN A COPY!

To win a signed copy 

of ‘Boy in A China 

Shop’, please enter via 

Conservation News 

social media (Facebook 

or Instagram) by 

commenting or liking 

the competition post. 

Closing date 27th May. 

Life, clay and everything

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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What we’ve noticed in 2021 – clients 

are more confident to go bold 

with darker tones. Over the past 

year we’ve seen a resurgence in natural timber 

finishes; albeit mostly as feature pieces or 

contrasting panels rather than full kitchens; 

the use high quality veneer finishes has proved 

popular, although we’d still say that the 

‘traditional’ neutral tones of light greys, blues 

and earthy greens are the main stays.

Painted shaker doors are still the ‘bread and 

butter’ of our business, although we see an 

increasing amount of clients now opting for flat 

panels. Whether that be flat veneers, painted or 

flat gloss, contemporary with handles or more 

the modern handle-less look, this has become a 

big part of our business.

What we foresee for 2022 – brass remains 

To say that the kitchen is the ‘heart of the home’ would be an understatement. 
As such we all have a vision of what our perfect kitchen would look like. In reality, 
however, many hurdles stand in the way; so where do you start? We asked Great 
British Kitchens in Sevenoaks what they see as the key trends for the coming year.

Great inspiration

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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About the company
Great British Kitchens & Interiors of Sevenoaks, 

design, make and install quality, bespoke 

kitchens, bedrooms and study furniture in Kent, 

Surrey, Sussex, and southeast London.

Their team of experienced, knowledgeable, 

highly professional designers and craftsmen 

have over 100 years’ combined experience.

Their personal approach to design means 

they can offer a great level of flexibility and 

choice; as they strive to create the most 

innovative home designs in the industry.

They work hard to ensure that clients receive 

a professional and pleasant experience from the 

first time in the showroom; through the design 

process and installation. Following completion, 

they continue with their excellent aftersales 

service, and are confident that every single 

member of the business puts the client first.

Owner Vince Hone says “What drives me 

every day is the belief that we are designing 

better spaces for clients to cook, entertain, 

work, live and relax in. We do what we do, in 

the way that we do it, because our clients trust 

us with their homes. I take this responsibility 

very seriously, and it shapes the way that I and 

everyone at Great British Kitchens & 

Interiors conduct themselves….”

“We believe that our set-up comes 

with honesty, trust, integrity, hard 

graft and matching values at the 

core of everything we do together. 

Collectively, we share the same ethos 

and pride in our work across all 

divisions of the business. You don’t see 

that every day in this game.”

For more information phone  

01959 532233 or visit  

www.handmadekitchens.co.uk

a beautiful addition to any kitchen… deep 

rich blues or earthy greens with brass handles, 

contrasting quartz tops and warm oak is still 

an ever popular choice. Glass doors are now a 

regular addition to most shaker kitchens – not 

always to display their contents, but to add a 

break in the door line, along with mirrored 

splashbacks and glass shelving.

People are spending more time at home, so 

we’ve seen a huge increase in requests for home 

bars and drinks units; not only as stand-alone 

pieces but also built into kitchens.

However, the main ‘trend’ that we have seen 

over the last few years is the growing desire 

to invest in a quality and reliable product and 

personnel. People want all-round value, not just 

value for money. They want low maintenance, 

functional spaces – spaces that work perfectly 

for their families and will stand the test of time.

Our clients also want high quality, smart 

appliances, and are not prepared to put up 

with poor quality, sub-standard products and 

services that are readily available. They want 

proper craftspeople; skilled and personable; and 

ultimately they want confidence in their kitchen 

supplier. 

http://www.handmadekitchens.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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A stylish & modern kitchen designed to suit you

Court Lodge Farm, Bishopsbourne, CT4 5HR  |  Phone: 01227 831663
Email: info@hogwoodhouse.co.uk  |  www.hogwoodhouse.co.uk

 FIRE HEARTHS
MADE TO ORDER

Court Lodge Farm, 

Frog Lane, 

Bishopsbourne, 

Canterbury CT4 5HR

Tel 01227 678007 

or 07976 893646

avivastonegranite@gmail.com

 Granite Quartz Marble Slate

Aviva Stone, Granite and Quartz worktops
LARGE SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

www.avivastonegranite.co.uk

mailto:info@hogwoodhouse.co.uk
http://www.hogwoodhouse.co.uk
mailto:avivastonegranite@gmail.com
http://www.avivastonegranite.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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A
t the forefront of French 

kitchen and bespoke interior 

design, Schmidt has everything 

the modern home needs for 

multifunctional living. Practical 

and full of purpose, the Print range also allows 

homeowners to bring some 1920s and 30s 

glamour into their homes with the exclusive Art 

Deco door front, which looks stunning teamed 

with the complementary Navy Eolis door and 

gilded brass lines. Ideally suited to those who 

love to entertain and enjoy experimenting with 

new flavours, the Print and Eolis combination 

is stylish, sophisticated and ideal for open-

plan living with its partition screen that allows 

the chef to chat with guests as they cook. The 

Bring some glitz and 
glamour into the kitchen 

with the Art Deco Print Collection from Schmidt

design shown below may be compact in size 

yet it beautifully demonstrates how, with 

careful planning, the room can include plenty 

of storage, workspace and all the appliances 

needed for everyday meals as well as hosting 

guests and long overdue get-togethers.

This combination shows how a mix and 

match approach can be used to create a 

truly personal kitchen design. The Soft Eolis 

(handleless) collection, shown here in the new 

Navy colourway, is an MDF front with soft-

touch ultra-matt lacquered melamine surface. 

Available in five colours, it works wonderfully 

paired with the Print door in the new Art Deco 

design. This melamine high density particle 

board features a digitally printed front for a 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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unique and exclusive kitchen 

style that is sure to get everyone 

talking. The Scala laminate 

worktop provides a perfect 

contrast with its pale grey finish, 

which is water-repellent and 

comes in a choice of 34 colours.

Within this compact kitchen, 

Schmidt has designed everything 

to offer maximum practicality 

and function while seamlessly 

integrating into the design 

so nothing detracts from the 

eye-catching Art Deco Print. The extractor is 

installed above the hob, integrated into the wall 

cabinet above, while a Work&Cook bespoke 

ceramic insert set within the worksurface is 

perfect for rolling pastry and kneading dough. 

There is also a well-organised pull-out for 

spices and dried ingredients and an integrated 

sink in a dramatic black finish.

Full-height wall units are easily accessed 

via the push and lift mechanism and are ideal 

for glassware, crockery and ceramics that 

aren’t for everyday use. Schmidt’s interior 

collections offer fully flexible designs suitable 

for everything from compact apartments to 

spacious open-plan layouts. As well as being 

design-led, exclusive and tailored to suit 

every need, its furniture also demonstrates 

the company’s commitment to respecting 

and protecting our environment with PEFC-

certified wood and sustainable production 

throughout.

“We are thrilled to offer this exclusive and 

exciting Art Deco Print within our latest range 

of interior collections,” says David Roy, Country 

Manager Schmidt UK. “It offers homeowners 

something totally different and taps into the 

trend for personalisation within the home 

thanks to its mix and match approach that 

works wonderfully with complementary Navy 

and Gold designs.”

www.Schmidt-sevenoaks.com (14-18 London 

Road, Sevenoaks TN13 1AJ) 

www.Schmidt-maidstone.com (742-744 

London Road, Aylesford ME20 6BG)

http://www.Schmidt-sevenoaks.com
http://www.Schmidt-maidstone.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM – ADENA FIRES & STOVES 

Open Monday to Saturday: 9.00am to 4.00pm

191 Vale Road, Tonbridge, TN9 1ST  |  01732 353844    

www.adenafi res.co.uk

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM – ADENA FIRES & STOVES 

Supply & installation of wood stoves, gas fi res and 
surrounds and supplier for Everhot electric range cookers

Cross Builders Ltd have been 
nominated “Best Renovation 

company in Kent 2022” 
by Build.uk

Repairs & renovation 
•Building maintenance 
• Ecological products

Loft conversions 
• Extensions

www.cross-builders.co.uk
T: 01303 311977 

M: 07966 496911
E: jcrossbuilders@gmail.com

CROSS

http://www.adenafi
http://www.cross-builders.co.uk
mailto:jcrossbuilders@gmail.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Bespoke handmade kitchens, bedrooms, studies & free-standing furniture

VISIT MY WORKSHOP

Unit 3 Chart Farm, Seal Chart TN15 0ES Sevenoaks

Call 07809 504251

Facebook - grantsofsevenoaks

Be Inspired

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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* Minimum order value £15k.
Offer available to all orders placed 
before the end of June 2022. 
One voucher per order only. T&C apply.

6 The Colonnade, Rye Road, Hawkhurst, Kent TN18 4ES

Tel: 01580 389441 • www.inDesign.kitchen

Kaelo an open 
bottle host

£300 
M&S 

voucher*

Comprehensive cabinetry design and 
installation service for  your perfect space
Luxury high quality bespoke contemporary & traditional 
kitchens, bedrooms & bathrooms

British • German • Italian

Swiss appliances

http://www.inDesign.kitchen
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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A 
ACCESSORIES 

Even if you’re not going for a full 

refurbishment of your kitchen, 

you can bring it bang up to 

date with a few carefully chosen 

accessories. Just because it’s a predominantly 

functional room, that doesn’t mean you should 

skip on those all-important decorative accents. 

Consider a few carefully chosen ornaments 

(make sure it’s just a few in order to keep 

dusting to a minimum!), or add a potted plant 

to your window sill. Snake plants, with their 

lush green foliage, make ideal adornments as 

they are the most oxygen producing of 

all house plants.

B 
BASINS 

If a total refurb is on the 

cards then your choice of 

basin will be a big part 

of the decision making 

process. Heavy, luxurious materials 

such as marble are extremely beautiful, 

but if you have younger children or 

a busy schedule, then you may find it 

better to opt for something easy-

clean, such as stainless steel. Don’t be 

tempted to save space with a single 

sink in the kitchen – even a small double basin 

will make a massive difference as it allows you 

to wash and rinse dishes with ease; or peel your 

veggies while a pot is soaking. 

C 
COLOUR

Blues are very big this year, 

as evidenced by Pantone’s 

choice of the warm blue ‘very 

peri’ as their colour of the 

year 2022. Blues need to be applied with some 

consideration, as they can look cold, and our 

favourite way of combatting that is to mix them 

with warm neutrals such as beige and oatmeal, 

A to Z
       of kitchens 
When it comes to interior design, one of the most important areas for you to consider is 

the kitchen. As one of the most used, and most useful rooms, the kitchen truly is the heart 

of your home. We’ve put together an A-Z of kitchen ideas and must-do’s to kick-start 

your creativity and help you get the most out of your kitchen…

Photo: Indesign Kitchens
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to give them a softer, more inviting look. If you 

don’t want to make a big commitment simply 

add splashes of colour in the form of a blue 

kettle, or some brightly coloured trivets.

D 
DOORS

One way to revamp your 

kitchen without spending out 

thousands is to simply replace 

your cupboard doors. There 

are lots of companies out there that will help 

you source doors for your existing cupboards 

and it’s a great idea for people who’ve already 

found the perfect layout for their kitchen and 

simply want to update things a little. If your 

kitchen hasn’t been touched for some time, 

you can modernise with smooth acrylics or, 

for a deliberate call back to yesteryear, embrace 

cottagecore with pine.

E 
EXPERT ADVICE

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it 

again: ask the experts. Even if you 

intend to fit your kitchen yourself, it’s 

still a good idea to ask a professional 

to advise you on what will and won’t work. If 

you can, get your new kitchen professionally 

designed. If you’re buying your materials from 

a company they will usually include your design 

in the price. Not only does this save you hours 

of work, but it also means that if the kitchen 

doesn’t fit because of an error in the design then 

you some come back.

F 
FLOORING

We often forget to take flooring into 

account in our own homes and yet it 

really does make a massive difference. 

Think back to the last time your kids 

or pets tracked mud through the lounge – how 

terrible did it look? You can dust and polish all 

you want but the thing that makes the room 

sparkle is vacuuming! In kitchens you’ll want 

a hard wearing laminate, wood or Amtico 

for easy cleaning, so go to your local flooring 

company with a budget and ask them for ideas.

G 
GATHERINGS

Sorry to get this song stuck in 

your head but “people always 

end up in the kitchen at parties” 

– rather than get frustrated 

when it happens, why not plan for it in advance 

and make the kitchen the focal point at your 

next gathering? Make sure there’s seating and 

plenty of leg room in the kitchen (see P for 

Planning) and have provision for music in there 

(a bit of a boogie can also be a great boost when 

it comes to cleaning up afterwards!)

H 
HANDLES

They say small changes can make 

a big difference, and handles 

are the perfect exemplar. Rather 

than a simple pine pull, choose 

cupboard handles with a bit of character to add 

to new cupboards or spruce up old ones. The 

possibilities really are endless but we suggest 

supporting a small business by purchasing 

unique, hand thrown ceramic knobs to suit 

your colour scheme.

Photo: Hogwood House
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I 
ILLUMINATION

Lighting is so important in a kitchen. Of 

course you’ll need bright spotlights for when 

you’re preparing meals, but don’t overlook 

the impact of mood lighting, especially 

if your kitchen is also used for entertaining. 

Simply making your main lights dimmers can 

take you from function to celebration, but you 

might also want to consider a sleek lamp, or 

chic cupboard or skirting board lights for a real 

talking point.

J 
JUNK (CLEAR IT)

If you’re like me you’ll seem to spend an 

inordinate amount of time cleaning your 

kitchen! It seems that I only have to turn 

around twice before there’s another mess 

to be cleaned. Well you can ease the pain of 

constant cleaning by tidying away as many ‘bits’ 

as possible. This could mean working hidden 

appliances into your new design, but it could 

also be as easy as making sure there’s room in 

the cupboards for the blender, cake mixer or 

coffee machine when not in use. When it comes 

to kitchens, the less you have out the better it 

looks and the easier life becomes.

K 
KETTLES 

Kettles can actually be a key design 

feature in your kitchen. For the 

majority of people a kettle is 

something that is used constantly 

and so needs to be kept out. That means that it 

should not only function well, but that it should 

also look good. Choose one to match your 

colour palette or opt for a sleek chrome design, 

and pick a shape that also lends itself to your 

aesthetic. If you’re really keen to ‘declutter’ then 

consider doing away with your kettle in favour 

of a boiling water tap, for tea in seconds. 

L 
LARDERS AND PANTRIES

Growing up in the 1980s I knew very 

few people who had a proper larder, as 

they had largely fallen out of favour. 

However, in recent years people have 

fallen back in love with the good old fashioned 

pantry because it means that non-refrigerated 

food can be kept in one place and out of sight. If 

you’ve got the room to include a walk in larder 

then give it some serious thought, but if space is 

an issue then a floor to ceiling pull out larder is 

the next best thing.  

M 
MEALTIMES

Family mealtimes can be a 

fun and important part of 

any home. Whether you’re a 

single person hosting guests, 

a couple who love to give one and other a 

rundown of the day, or a family who relishes 

the chaos and noise, then eating together is one 

of the best bonding exercises there is, so try and 

accommodate space to eat in your kitchen, even 

if it’s just a small breakfast bar for snacks.

Photo: Neptune
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N 
NEW LEASE OF LIFE

Sometimes it only takes a few 

simple changes to give a whole 

new lease of life to a room. This 

could mean painting the walls 

or changing the doors, but one thing that can 

make a huge impact is new tiling. If you’re not 

a DIY expert then it really is a good idea to get 

a pro’ in for this one, as there will undoubtedly 

be new tiles that need cutting, and removing 

your old tiles can be tricky. However, for a fairly 

small outlay, this can be an incredibly dynamic 

way to spruce up your kitchen.

O 
OVENS COOKERS AND 

RANGES

We could easily devote a whole 

article to this subject, but for 

now let’s just cover the three 

Es: Examination, Economy and Environment. 

Examine your options carefully before choosing 

your new appliance as there is probably far 

more available then you realise. Consider how 

economic your new appliance will be – not 

only in the initial purchase, but also in terms 

of running costs. Finally, is your new appliance 

environmentally friendly and does it conform 

to relevant legislation?

P 
PLANNING

If you’re completely redoing your 

kitchen, how much can you actually 

change? If you’ve got the room and 

the budget, consider open plan; 

combining your kitchen with your dining room 

or even your entire downstairs area. It’s a big 

job, but open plan living areas make the space 

seem so much bigger and allow the kitchen to 

become a more integral part of family life.

Q 
QUARTZ

Quartz is one of the most 

abundant on earth, but when 

used for home countertops 

is actually ground down into 

a powder and then combined with resins, 

polymers and pigments, making it incredibly 

durable and stain-resistant (although not 

entirely heat resistant). It’s a little pricey and 

needs to be professionally installed, but if the 

look of quartz appeals to your sense of style 

then it’s a worthy investment.

Photo: Collins Bespoke

Photo: Everhot Range 
Adena Fires &Stoves
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R 
REFRIGERATORS AND 

FREEZERS

If a new fridge is on the cards then 

you may have your work cut out for 

you, because the breadth of choice 

on offer these days is mind boggling! Whether 

you’re looking for the best space saver, the most 

economic or the fanciest tech, there’s something 

out there for you. However, as the early part 

of this year was blighted by power cuts, we 

think this is probably a good time to tell you 

about the latest advancement in fridge/freezer 

technology: EverCool. EverCool technology 

from LG keeps food frozen for up to seven 

hours without electricity so your next power 

cut doesn’t have to be a disaster! 

S 
SPACE SAVING

No matter how big your kitchen, 

it seems that you will never have 

quite enough space! That’s why so 

many of us are constantly on the 

lookout for space saving solutions. In kitchens 

this desire for space saving has spawned an 

entire industry of products, from turntables 

and pull-outs that allow you to utilise the 

furthest corners of your cupboards, to centre 

islands that house dog beds underneath! Take 

a look at what’s available and ask your designer 

for tips because it’s easier to work space saving 

solutions into a new design than to try to fit 

them retroactively.

T 
TOPS

So you’re not a fan of Quartz? 

Well worry not, because there 

are myriad options available. 

From wood, to marble and 

even concrete! Believe it or not, one type of 

material that’s really seeing a comeback is 

laminate. About as far from quartz as you can 

get, laminate is inexpensive, light and easy to 

fit. The downside of laminate (other than its 

1970s image), is that it’s not as durable as other 

materials. However, if you’re on a budget or 

prone to changing your aesthetic then it can be 

a perfect fit. Modern laminates are far superior 

to their 20th century equivalents and come in a 

vast range of colours, so take a look and put the 

kitch in kitchen!

U 
UNDERFLOOR HEATING

It’s hard enough forcing yourself 

out of bed on a cold winter 

morning but having to shuffle 

into the cold kitchen for your 

daily caffeine hit makes it a really miserable 

experience. Underfloor heating can be a 

godsend in winter. Now I know we’re heading 

into spring, but in a country that tends to 

experience more cold weather than hot, this is 

a long term investment well worth considering. 

However, if you are thinking more about the 

summer right now, it might worth taking a look 

at plinth heaters. These heaters fit under your 

cupboards so can be easily switched on and off, 

and many also feature a fan for air circulation 

in summer.  

Photo: Aviva Stone
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V  
VELUX AND SKYLIGHTS

There’s no better pick me up than 

sun streaming into your home, 

but kitchens, with their many 

cupboards and appliances, can 

sometimes seem a little dark. Many people are 

now opting to velux windows and skylights and, 

although this is a step best taken during a major 

refurbishment, it can be a fairly simple job for an 

experienced builder. You might want a window 

with the option of a blind when it gets really hot 

in summer, but if your kitchen feels oppressive 

this may be the mood booster you need. 

W 
WINE RACKS

Built in or added extra, 

wine racks are a feature 

piece and the sheer 

variety available means 

that there’s something to suit every ‘palette’! 

No longer are we limited to rickety balsa wood 

constructions, today’s wine racks can be a work 

of art in their own right, and whether you want 

a simple six bottle holder, or a floor to ceiling 

construction, every budding vintner deserves a 

rack worthy of their finest bottles. 

X 
X FACTOR

Kitchens aren’t simply functional 

these days; they’re an important 

part of the home and, as such, 

they deserve to be decorated with 

a bit of pizazz, which means…

Y 
YOU 

You are unique and your kitchen 

should reflect that. Although we’re 

always happy to inspire you with 

the latest trends and fashions, 

you should never go for what’s ‘in’ if there’s 

something different out there that speaks to 

your heart. Do you crave lime green wallpaper 

or want to create a space age centre console?  

Then do it. Let your personality shine in your 

kitchen. After all it’s where you spend a lot of 

your time. 

Z 
ZOOM

For our final entry I simply want 

to say that the kitchen is no longer 

just a food prep centre, or even a 

family room. For many of us it now 

doubles as an office as well. You’ve seen the 

advert about sprucing up your kitchen for when 

you take online meetings? 

Well it’s right. Not necessarily 

because of potential 

embarrassment (I firmly 

believe that it shouldn’t 

matter what others think), 

but because working from 

home is yet another reason 

you might be spending more 

time in your kitchen, and it 

therefore needs to be a space 

conducive to productivity 

and calm. 

Photo: Great British Kitchens
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Taking care of all your carpentry, 
joinery & property maintenance needs

Highly skilled craftsman

14 years experience

No job too big or too small

mmatthewscarpentry@yahoo.co.uk

GENERAL 
REPAIRS

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

FLOORING

FENCING & 
DECKING

POWER 
WASHING

M MATTHEWS CARPENTRY
Property & Maintenance Services

Free quotes

01474 707950
07960 876685

Floors

Doors

Windows  
etc.

Kay’s Build
building & property maintenance

Tel:  Mobile: 07722 210590 (Max)  |   01892 331122
Email: kaysbuild@outlook.com | www.facebook.com/kaysbuild

The complete building & maintenance service at a competitive price
l  Refurbishments l  New guttering and guttering repairs
l  Steel/lintels and knock-throughs l  Plastering and rendering
l  Soffits and fascia boards l  Exterior/interior painting and decorating
l  Brickwork and re-pointing 
l  Carpentry and joinery 
l  Fibreglass flat roofs and flat roor repairs
l  Extensions
l  New roofs and roof repairs

Commercial - domestic - insurance | All works guaranteed and fully insured
FREE estimates and advice | No job too small or too big

mailto:mmatthewscarpentry@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kaysbuild@outlook.com
http://www.facebook.com/kaysbuild
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1 
Check the paint

There is nothing nicer than a freshly 

painted bright white oast cowl. If yours 

is looking weatherbeaten and drab then 

it might be time for a refresh. This is 

especially important if the paint is starting to 

peel off. A repaint is not just about aesthetics, it 

can prevent costly repairs down the line. If you 

would like to know more about how we clean a 

cowl, take a look at our oast cowl cleaning tips 

on our website for some valuable insights.

2 
Listen out for strange 

squeaking sounds

Spend a little time listening to your 

oast cowl for any odd noises. If you 

hear any high-pitched squeaking, 

that’s your oast cowl crying out for some 

attention! Jokes aside, this can be a sign of 

something more serious so give us a call and we 

will come and take a look for you. 

3 
listen for banging 

noises

Banging is another sound of an 

oast cowl in despair. A banging 

noise should never be ignored. 

This must be checked as it could be damaging 

to the whole roof and the oast cowl. Basically, if 

it doesn’t sound normal then it should not be 

ignored.

Get your oast cowls 
ready for the year ahead
Get the spring off to the best start by making sure that your oast house is ready for 

the coming year. Good maintenance is essential to keep your oast house looking 

fabulous but it can also save you serious time, effort and money in the long term. 

4 
Check for holes

Get up close and personal with 

your oast cowl and see if you  

can spot anything that doesn’t 

look quite right. If you see 

any holes, then it might be time to get the 

cowls down for a refurbishment as they can 

potentially become dangerous. Don’t be 

daunted by the thought of taking the oast 

cowl off, it is much simpler to refurb them 

once they are off the roof and as with most 

things prevention is always better than a cure 

(especially for your wallet!)

5 
Check that the COWL is 

turning

An oast cowl needs to turn, that’s 

why it is there, so an oast cowl that 

is refusing to do a turn might be 

trying to tell you something. If you notice that 

your oast cowl is not moving, or not turning 

as and when you would expect, then it is 

probably time to get us up there to figure out 

what is going on and to free it.  This is definitely 

something you should tackle sooner rather than 

later as if the oast cowl stops turning you may 

find that you start to get water in your home. 

Don’t wait until it’s too late.

Article courtesy of Dude & Arnette  

(www.dudeandarnette.co.uk)

http://www.dudeandarnette.co.uk
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Architecture • Historic building surveying • Heritage consultancy

MICHAEL HARRIS ASSOCIATES have 

extensive experience in historical 

building evaluations; condition surveys, 

design and management of repair and 

conversion projects; design and planning 

for extensions and new build properties 

within the curtilage of listed and historic 

buildings, National Parks, Green Belt 

conservation and Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB).

In association with Alan Dickinson MRICS 

we o� er:

• Building surveys 

• Condition reviews 

• Method statements 

• Heritage statements 

• Assessments of Signifi cance 

• Archaeological interpretative reports 

• Historical research

The Granary, Halden Place, Halden Lane, 

Rolvenden TN17 4JG T: 01580 241278  

E: info@michaelharrisassociates.com

www.michaelharrisassociates.com

Smarden Business Estate, Smarden, Ashford TN27 8QL
Tel: 01233 770373  email: info@ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

www.ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

Conservation 
Sca� olding Specialists

mailto:info@michaelharrisassociates.com
http://www.michaelharrisassociates.com
http://www.ashsca
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Truly handmade tiles preserving our architectural heritage: 
roof, fl oor, glazed wall and mathematical tiles

Yesterday’s handmade 
heritage...today

Contact: Tony Kindell
01424 756777 – 07710 244386  

E: tiles@aldershaw.co.uk
Aldershaw Handmade Tiles Ltd, Kent Street, 
Sedlescombe, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0SD

Made in Britain 
award 2019

mailto:tiles@aldershaw.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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The history of clay tiles 

lay tiles have been around 

since around 2700 BC and 

were first introduced in 

England by the Romans. 

They form an important part 

of our architectural heritage and to this day, 

alongside slate, remain a standard tile for the 

roof industry.

When most of us think of clay tiles it’s likely 

our minds drift to a quintessential English 

scene; rows of houses with distinctive red roofs, 

made up of evenly distributed straight edged 

tiles.

It’s a well established fact that clay tiles 

have been a fixture of our local landscape for 

hundreds of years. In fact it’s probably fair to 

say that clay has been a staple of the roofing 

industry across the world for about as long 

as people have been putting  roofs on their 

dwellings.

Certain forms of clay tiling were used on the 

roofs of some ancient Greek houses; and 

Clay has a rich global history going back to the earliest days of the roofing industry –   
and it continues to enjoy popular appeal for roof builders and homeowners alike, today  
and into the future.

C
Photo: Aldershaw Tiles

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


77Spring 2022 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.conservationnews.co.uk

the material was also favoured by Egyptian 

builders of the time, as well as the Romans who 

adopted a typically innovative ‘over and under’ 

structure – a flat tray with curved sides would 

be laid against the roof while a cylindrical tile 

was overlaid to cover the joints and create 

a waterproof roof. However the practice of 

clay tile prodcution died shortly after their 

occupation ceased, with thatched roof dwellings 

becoming the standard on homes and buildings 

throughout England for the best part of 400 

years.

The use of clay as a roofing material wouldn’t 

feature upon the English landscape with any 

prominence until the 13th century. The tiles of 

this era were simple in design – flat rectangles, 

conveniently sized and referred to as peg tiles, 

they had small holes at the edge into which pegs 

were inserted to hold them in place. They were 

laid in an overlapping fashion flat to the roof 

structure, much as you might find tiles laid in 

the centuries that followed after.

In light of the Great Fire of Southwark in 

1212 AD it was decreed that buildings in the 

Photo: Tudor Roof Tiles

Photo: Ashford & Cranbrook Roofing Photo: Ashford & Cranbrook Roofing
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city adopt clay tiles as they presented less risk. 

Similarly, in light of the fire and potential risk 

that thatched roofs presented in a built up 

area, the Archbishop of Canterbury ordered all 

buildings in the vicinity of the church to adopt 

clay roof tiles from that day forth.

These decrees initiated mass use of clay tiles 

across the country, with a standard size fixed 

into law by Edward IV in 1477.  

In the decades and centuries that followed, 

the distinctive red and orange tiled roof would 

become the main feature of rural and urban 

living. 

The British Standard for clay plain tiles was 

published in 1935 and with minor adjustments 

it remained in force until it was replaced by the 

European Standard in 1999.

To this day clay, alongside slate, remains a 

standard tile for the UK roof industry. Design 

and technology has brought improvements to 

their efficiency and installation, but much of 

their appeal, their durability and rustic charm 

and attractive colours especially, has endured 

through the ages. 

In a Roof Tile Association survey of 

conservation offficers, planners, architects, 

house builders, surveyors and roofing 

contractors, 99% agreed that clay tiles enhance 

the built environment with 95% acknowledging 

that they are sustainable building products.

Roof tops across the country still appeal 

thanks to the distinctive reds of English clay 

from new homes to the restoration of period 

buildings.

Photo: Spicer Tiles
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Strength and durability

Plain clay tiles offer superior strength and 

durability than all other roof coverings. Many 

examples exist of roofs with plain clay tiles 

that are still standing in pristine condition 

after more than 100 years. The permanence of 

the colour with naturally burnt clay colours 

guarantees that the roof will never look 

washed out and as it ages it will improve and 

mellow.

Colour

The overwhelming case for plain clay tiles 

rests upon aesthetics. The wide range of 

natural burnt colours from Red to Brown to 

Blue can be imitated but never reproduced 

with artificial colouring. The permanence of 

artifical colours is not guaranteed.

Versatility

The small size of plain clay tiles provides 

the versatility for the architect to design 

roofscapes of infinite interest. Large format 

roof tiles simply do not offer this flexibility.

Heritage

Clay tile roofs form an important part of the 

architectural heritage of the UK. Planners 

and architects keen to preserve regional 

distinctiveness are keen to specify clay roof 

tiles.

Sustainability

Plain clay tiles are a sustainable product, the 

longevity of clay means that the energy and raw 

materials used in their production are offset 

over the whole life of the roof, which in the case 

of most clay tile roofs, is over 100 years.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk


80  www.conservationnews.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Spring 2022

Peg tiles retain their popularity due to 

the simplicity with which they have 

been made and fired and for aesthetic 

reasons which result in subtle variations 

which are not repeated by modern 

manufacturing methods. 

Hand-made tiles are made from clay 

prepared in the mass from which a piece is 

cut by hand and pressed into a simple flat 

rectangular piece with two holes.

Peg tiles are normally provided with two 

holes at the head of the tile, one on either 

side of the vertical centre-line of the tile 

where the joint of the upper two tiles occurs 

when laid. These holes are formed by simply 

poking through the tile with a suitable 

slightly tapered device in such a way as to 

avoid splitting the unburnt clay. 

As originally devised, the peg holes 

should be roughly rectangular, the holes 

would be approximately 8mm wide 

although variations to 15mm wide are not 

uncommon, varying even within a district 

of origin. The tapered device facilitates 

withdrawal from the clay when the hole 

is made. The tapered hole is provided to 

allow a wooden peg to suitably wedge into 

position. A roughly prepared wooden peg is 

also more secure in a rectangular hole. 

Often aluminium pegs are now used 

instead of wooden pegs.

Historically, each locality where peg 

tiles have been traditionally made and 

used will have its own size of tile, probably 

determined by the type of clay used and the 

incidence of loss due to firing. These tiles 

were made at local brick and tile yards,  

often on country estates.

Kent peg tiles are usually 9.5 inches 

(240mm)in length whilst Sussex peg tiles are 

more likely to be 10 inches (250mm)  

in length.

PEG CLAY ROOF TILES

Photo: Ashford & Cranbrook Roofing
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Photo: Karl Terry

Photo: Canterbury Roofing
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CLEANING AND RESTORATION
Prelude Stone is a family-owned local company of cra� smen with over 35 years’ 

expertise working in the stone, brick, stucco and all related materials across all 

building types - especially residential properties from terraces to townhouses, 

country cottages to listed buildings.

We are happy to receive enquiries by email, together with photographs, 

to o�  ce@preludestone.co.uk

Unit 2, Westerham Trade Centre, 
Flyers Way, London Road, 
Westerham TN16 1DE
www.preludestone.co.uk 
Tel: 01959 580360

STONE  •   BRICK  •   STUCCO •  MASONRY

mailto:ce@preludestone.co.uk
http://www.preludestone.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Visit our admissions page for more information - svs.org.uk
Call us on (+44) 0 1622 845200
Email our Admissions department at admissions@svs.org.uk

• Co-educational independent day and boarding school for pupils aged 11 - 18

• Extensive facilities, set in acres of stunning Kent countryside

• Newly refurbished accommodation for part, weekly and full boarding

• Scholarships available

SUTTON VALENCE SCHOOL
The heart of Kent education, where each 
cares for all and individuality is cherished

mailto:admissions@svs.org.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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CO-EDUCATIONAL   |   13 - 18 YEARS   |   DAY & BOARDING

“A thriving academic school in exquisite surroundings  
steeped in history, with highly motivated 

pupils who are hungry to learn”

http://www.conservationnews.co.u
http://www.kings-schoko
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Day Boarding 
at Benenden

Now welcoming day boarders 
in Years 9 and 12

Details at www.benenden.school/day

New School Hall and Music School Opening 2022

http://www.benenden.school/day
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Reuthe’s, Sevenoaks, Children’s Easter Trail

2ND APRIL - 18TH APRIL

Betsy the Easter Bunny has been leaving eggs all 

over the Reuthe’s gardens. If you manage to fi nd 

all ten eggs you will receive an easter painting kit. 

The Café will be open all day offering you hot and 

cold food and drinks, so make an afternoon of it. 

www.reuthes.com

Easter Family Fun at Hever Castle 

2ND APRIL - 18TH APRIL

Make family memories at Hever Castle this Easter.

Hop through the beautiful grounds following 

the trail of colourful carrots and look out for the 

Hever bunny. Celebrate spring by taking part in a 

free Easter Egg hunt. With a spring in your step, 

head to the Think Tank and let your little ones get 

creative in a free craft workshop.

www.hevercastle.co.uk

Bee Keeping Course at Brogdale

13TH MAY - 27TH MAY 2022

Spend a day in beautiful surroundings learning the 

basics of beekeeping with expert Michael White.

Dates: 13th, 26th & 27th May

www.brogdalecollections.org

Spring
DAYS OUT
Gaia at Rochester Cathedral

24TH MAY - 12TH JUNE

If you loved the Museum of the Moon, you 

won’t want to miss Luke Jerram’s Gaia arriving at 

Rochester Cathedral in May. The artwork provides 

the opportunity to see our planet on this scale, 

fl oating in three-dimensions.

www.rochestercathedral.org

Delphinium Festival at Godinton House

11TH JUNE - 26TH JUNE

A celebration of the fabulous Delphinium 

collection in the Walled Garden. The Delphinium 

Society members will be on hand to offer expert 

advice and have delphiniums for sale 1pm - 4pm.

www.godintonhouse.co.uk 

Kent Whisky & Steam Train, Spa Valley Railway

19TH FEBRUARY - 16TH JULY

Take a journey on the South East’s fi rst ‘Whisky 

& Steam Train’ at the Spa Valley Railway in 

Tunbridge Wells on selected dates from February. 

Dates available to book are Saturday 19 February, 

Saturday 21 May and Saturday 16 July.

www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk

Balfour Spring Dining Club

2ND APRIL

The Balfour Dining Club returns with a series of 

exclusive Saturday evening dinners hosted within 

the beautiful tasting room “The View”, part of the 

Balfour Winery on Hush Heath Estate. Enjoy a 

seasonal four-course gourmet dinner created by 

our talented head chef.

www.balfourwinery.com

Great ideas for all the family

http://www.reuthes.com
http://www.hevercastle.co.uk
http://www.brogdalecollections.org
http://www.rochestercathedral.org
http://www.godintonhouse.co.uk
http://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
http://www.balfourwinery.com
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Thanet Easter Beer & Cider Festival

15TH APRIL - 16TH APRIL

Come along to CAMRA’s annual Thanet Beer & 

Cider Festival, returning with a selection of the 

finest Real Ale, Cider and Perries from across the 

UK, with an impressive selection of national and 

international bottled ales and lightly sparkling 

ciders. www.dds.camra.org.uk

Demelza’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt

15TH APRIL

Demelza’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt is back at the 

spectacular Doddington Place Gardens this Good 

Friday. Each child taking part will receive a prize 

for completing their hunt. Doddington Place 

Gardens, ME9 0BB. £5 per child, £1 per adult. 

www.demelza.org.uk/easter

Rochester Sweeps Festival

30TH APRIL - 2ND MAY

Rochester Sweeps Festival is one of the largest 

gatherings of Morris sides in the world, with the 

streets, parks, bars and pubs of historic Rochester 

filled with the best and quirkiest live folk music 

and dance over this three-day spectacular.

www.visitmedway.org

95th Anniversary Steam and Diesel Gala

14TH MAY - 15TH MAY

For this event all available RH&DR steam 

locomotives will be in service plus diesels J B Snell 

and Shelagh of Eskdale, which is on long-term 

loan from the Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway.

1940s Weekend on Kent & East Sussex Railway. 

www.kesr.org.uk

KENTISH LADY HIRE CRUISES
Scenic River Medway boat trips to Allington and Teston

NOW OPERATING SELF  
DRIVE BOAT HIRE

Tel: 01622 753740 | Email: boattrips@kentishlady.co.uk | www.kentishlady.co.uk

Take in the sights and splendour of the Maidstone stretch of the River Medway 
from the comfort of the Kentish Lady River Boat. One hour trips or three hour 
cruises available plus the opportunity to visit Allington castle possibly Kent’s  
best kept secret, with its beautiful gardens, courtyards and Great Hall.

The Kentish Lady is also available for functions, including wedding receptions, 
birthdays or Champagne gatherings.

http://www.dds.camra.org.uk
http://www.demelza.org.uk/easter
http://www.visitmedway.org
http://www.kesr.org.uk
mailto:boattrips@kentishlady.co.uk
http://www.kentishlady.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Enjoy Faversham’s Living Enjoy Faversham’s Living 
History and CreeksideHistory and Creekside
� Kentish Waterside Attractions and Thames BargesKentish Waterside Attractions and Thames Barges
� Secret Garden TearoomSecret Garden Tearoom
� Papa Bianco Pizza RestaurantPapa Bianco Pizza Restaurant
� Wine BarWine Bar
� Duck and Blade ButchersDuck and Blade Butchers
� Herman’s Plaice FishmongersHerman’s Plaice Fishmongers
� Cambria Barge ExhibitionCambria Barge Exhibition
� Aladdin’s LoftAladdin’s Loft
� Old English ToolsOld English Tools
� Quayside CrossFit GymQuayside CrossFit Gym
• Salt & Spice / Peel & PipsSalt & Spice / Peel & Pips
• Pawzativity – Dog Supplies Pawzativity – Dog Supplies
• Characteristic Furniture Stores Characteristic Furniture Stores

• Car wash Car wash

Wonderful destinati0n and Wonderful destinati0n and 
charming day out.charming day out.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Fairfield, Ashurst

Positioned towards the end of a no-

through private lane, an attractive, 

detached country house, situated 

at the edge of the village, enjoying 

fabulous views to the west over the gently rolling 

countryside of the Kent/East Sussex borders. 

With part rendered exteriors, under a pitched 

tiled roof with double glazed windows, the 

house was constructed in 1924 and has been 

extensively modernised by the present owners. 

The improvements and extensions to the

property enhance the period detailing, whilst 

at the same time capitalising on the marvellous 

views as well as reimagining and contemporising 

the interiors with a neutral palette and a sure feel 

for design. The accommodation extends to in 

excess of 3,100 square feet and is arranged over 

three levels. Features include an integrated Sonos 

sound system, under floor heating throughout 

the ground floor with Porcelanosa wood 

effect porcelain tiles, Cat 6 Wiring, fibre optic 

broadband and a Rako programmable lighting 

system. Reception areas include a drawing room 

with double-sided wood burning stove, opening 

through to the sitting room and a dining room, 

which connects to the kitchen/breakfast room. 

Here the style is very contemporary with simple, 

white cabinetry and granite work surfaces, black 

two oven Aga and Neff integrated appliances.

The utility room is an excellent supporting 

space and there is also a WC and wet room. The 

first floor is given over to four bedrooms and 

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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four bath/shower rooms, three of which are 

en-suite. The principal bedroom is a stunning 

room with its tall vaulted ceiling and dual aspect 

with French doors framing the extended views 

and opening out to a private balcony with glazed 

balustrading. The dressing room is fully fitted 

and the en-suite bathroom has a separate shower. 

The second floor has a bed/studio and small 

study along with spacious attic storage. 

The house is set well back from the lane and 

is approached via a gravel, ‘in and out’ drive, 

leading to a parking and turning area. Detached 

from the main house is a marvellous studio 

annexe, which has a large living/working

space, kitchenette and shower room. 

The house sits well within  the two-acre 

plot with gardens designed to provide mature 

seclusion but also taking in to account the rural 

surroundings. 

The details
Reception Hall • Drawing Room • Sitting

Room • Dining Room • Kitchen/Breakfast 

Room • Rear Lobby • Utility Room • Wet 

Room • Cloakroom • Principal Bedroom 

Suite with Dressing Room • En-Suite 

Bathroom and private Balcony • 3 further 

Bedrooms (2 en-suite) •  Family Bathroom. 

Second floor – Bed/Studio • Study • Storage • 

Studio Annexe/Home Office with Kitchenette 

and Shower Room • Outbuildings • Mature 

Landscaped Gardens, Orchard, Three Ponds, 

Terracing

Strictly by appointment with Hamptons  

Tel: 01892  516611  

Price: £1,975,000

www.hamptons.co.uk

http://www.hamptons.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Farmers’ markets
LOCAL ! !
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Support your local farmers’ market 
For more information and to find out what’s in season visit www.kfma.org.uk.

MAY

SUNDAY: 1st 
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells; 
Whitstable Castle

TUESDAY: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 
& 31st  
Capel-le-Ferne; Folkestone Food 
Hub; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 4th, 11th, 18th & 
25th Rye

THURSDAY: 5th, 12th, 19th & 
26th Ashford Food Hub; Hastings; 
Rolvenden; Shipbourne

FRIDAY: 6th Egerton; Reuthe’s 
Sevenoaks; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 7th Biggin Hill; Deal; 
Gravesend; Penshurst; Tunbridge 
Wells; Wye

SUNDAY: 8th 
Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge; 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

FRIDAY: 13th, 20th & 27th 
Egerton; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 14th 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 15th 
Folkestone; Rochester; Staplehurst; 
Wateringbury

SATURDAY: 21st 
Deal; Gravesend; Tunbridge Wells; 
Wye

SUNDAY: 22nd 
Tunbridge Wells (Pantiles)

SATURDAY: 28th 
Ashford; Bridge; Cranbrook; Deal; 
Gravesend; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 29th 
Cliftonville

APRIL

FRIDAY: 1st 
Egerton; Reuthe’s Sevenoaks; 
Tenterden

SATURDAY: 2nd
Biggin Hill; Deal; Gravesend; 
Penshurst; Tunbridge Wells; Wye

SUNDAY: 3rd 
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells 

(Pantiles) Whitstable Castle

TUESDAY 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th  
Capel-le-Ferne; Folkestone Food 
Hub; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 6th, 13th, 20th  
& 27th Rye

THURSDAY: 7th, 14th,  
21st & 28th  
Ashford Food Hub; Hastings; 
Rolvenden; Shipbourne

FRIDAY: 8th, 15th & 29th 
Egerton; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 9th 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 10th  
Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge

SATURDAY: 16th 
Deal; Gravesend; Tunbridge Wells; 
Wye

SUNDAY: 17th 
Aylesford; Folkestone; Rochester; 
Staplehurst; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wateringbury

SATURDAY: 23rd 
Ashford; Bridge; Cranbrook; Deal; 
Gravesend; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 24th 
Cliftonville 

SATURDAY: 30th 
Deal; Gravesend

MARCH

TUESDAY: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 
29th Capel-le-Ferne; Folkestone 
Food Hub; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 2nd, 9th, 16th,  
23rd & 30th Rye 

THURSDAY: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 
24th & 31st Ashford Food Hub; 
Rolvenden; Shipbourne

FRIDAY: 4th
Egerton; Reuthe’s Sevenoaks; 
Tenterden

SATURDAY: 5th
Biggin Hill; Deal; Gravesend; 
Penshurst; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles)

SUNDAY: 6th
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Whitstable Castle

FRIDAY: 11th, 18th
Egerton; Tenterden

SATURDAY: 12th
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hythe; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 13th
Herne Bay; Lenham; Tonbridge

SATURDAY: 19th
Deal; Gravesend; Tunbridge Wells 
(Pantiles); Wye

SUNDAY: 20th  
Aylesford; Folkestone; Rochester; 
Staplehurst; Tunbridge Wells; 
Wateringbury

SATURDAY: 26th
Ashford; Bridge; Cranbrook; Deal; 
Gravesend; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Whitstable

http://www.kfma.org.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Looking for somewhere to lunch in 

Tunbridge Wells? Then look no further 

than Macknade in Hoopers. The 

atmosphere is relaxed and casual and 

there was a mix of families, couples and groups of 

friends on the day we visited. 

The beautiful second floor restaurant brings 

together outstanding food, excellent service and 

the chance for a little retail therapy. The well-

stocked shelves include plenty of locally sourced 

produce, as well as Kentish wines, spirits, beer 

and cider. A curated collection of indoor plants 

and handtied bouquets from the floristry 

department is also available, plus bespoke 

hamper services and foodie gifts.

The menu offers all sorts of delights 

including skirt steak, three types of platter, 

salads, sandwiches and 

burgers, with vegetarian 

options and a kids menu for 

younger diners.

I chose the antipasti 

board which consisted of 

stuffed vine leaves, mixed 

olives, nuts, houmous 

and crudites, bruschetta, 

balsamic onions and toasted 

pitta bread. 

My dining partner 

chose one of the specials 

of the day – a vegetable 

frittata which was perfectly 

cooked and served with a garden salad. We 

both plumped for a glass of local wine – the 

Biddenden rose and the Chartham Pinot Noir.

As one who always feels vaguely guilty about 

leaving food on the plate, I’m delighted to 

report that the portions were sensibly judged, 

meaning that there wasn’t any problem finding 

room for dessert – a delicious hot Belgian 

waffle served with yoghurt, Kentish honey and 

blueberries.

The food served at Macknade is of a high 

standard and the service was perfect – friendly and 

attentive but not overly intrusive. In conclusion 

I would have no hesitation in recommending 

Macknade whatever the occasion – you 

certainly won’t be disappointed.

Macknade at Hoopers
We visited Macknade in the iconic department store Hoopers in  

Tunbridge Wells - the perfect place for all-day dining, from breakfast and  

brunch to lunch, light suppers and leisurely drinks

 - REVIEW - 
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OPENING HOURS 
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm  Sun 10am-4pm

QUIZ NIGHTS 
1st Thursday of every month
2 course meal £12.50pp

DINNER & LIVE MUSIC 
Last Friday of every month £16.50pp

MOTHERS DAY WEEKEND
March 26th & 27th - 2/3 course meal 
- 2 courses £19.95 - 3 courses £24.95 - 
Booking essential

EASTER SUNDAY
Come and meet the Easter Bunny

QUEENS PLATINUM 
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
June 2nd - Platinum Jubilee Royal Quiz 
Night - June 3rd - Jubilee Celebration 
Music Night - June 5th Jubilee Street 
Party with live music from Jason Allen

OPENING IN MAY NEW SKY 
ROOM  Indoor dog friendly dining

More details over the coming weeks on 
all events. Please see our social media 
pages for updates or ask one of our staff 
for more information.

PLUS PRIVATE EVENTS

COPPERS BISTRO
Café   �  Kitchen  �   Bar 

The Street, Preston, nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED
Tel: 01227 728580    

Phone for further details
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Bull Green, 

Bethersden TN26 3LB

Tel: 01233 822463

Email: Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk

We are a family-run farm rearing Dexter 

cows, sheep and chickens. We believe 

animals should be able to roam free in the 

fi elds and enjoy fresh air and green grass.

We have a nicely stocked shop with fresh 

eggs daily, home grown veg, and a variety 

of local products such as Kentish honey, 

jams, and occasionally freshly baked cakes. 

We also have a freezer packed with locally 

made pies and tasty treats. 

Windmill Hill, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1LP  
www.thepepperboxinn.co.uk  | Tel: 01622 842558

THE PEPPERBOX INN
Country pub and restaurant, in the heart of Kent

http://www.thepepperboxinn.co.uk
mailto:Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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There is nothing to beat British asparagus, and it is a favourite of the royal family. In this recipe, 

prosciutto – a stand-in for Cumbrian ham – wraps neatly around the asparagus spears, and the 

concealed chive cream cheese is a delicious surprise.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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METHOD

Snap off the slightly tough, woody bottom of each asparagus spear. 

Then, using a vegetable peeler, peel the bottom 5cm or so of each stalk.

Have ready a large bowl of ice-cold water. Fill a saucepan with salted 

water, bring to the boil and add the asparagus. Cook for 1-2 minutes 

until just tender, depending on the size of the spears. Drain and 

immediately refresh in the iced water. Then drain again and pat dry 

with paper towels.

In a small bowl, mix together the cream cheese, chives and paprika. 

Cut each slice of prosciutto in half crossways, then fold each half 

lengthways to a width of about 4cm. Spread 1½ teaspoons of the 

seasoned cream cheese onto the folded ham, then gather together 

three asparagus spears and wrap the ham, cheese side in, around them, 

securing them in a small ‘bunch’. Repeat with the remaining asparagus, 

prosciutto and cheese mixture to create 12 ‘bunches’ in all.

Arrange on a platter, garnish with chives and flowers and serve right 

away.

YOU WILL NEED

36 small asparagus 

spears

90g cream cheese, at 

room temperature

1 tablespoon fi nely 

chopped fresh chives

Pinch of paprika

6 slices prosciutto

Fresh chives and chive 

fl owers for garnish

TWELVE
MAKES ASPARAGUS SPEARS WRAPPED IN 

PROSCIUTTO WITH CHIVE CREAM CHEESE

Tea at the Palace
During Carol Robb’s thirteen years as a royal chef she was very privileged to call some 

of Britain’s most splendid royal palaces and castles her place of work. She has created a 

collection of special recipes in celebration of a unique aspect of each of the twelve superb 

locations. There is an afternoon tea for every taste, whether that be elegant or rustic, 

summery or warming, savoury or chocolatey, fanciful or fl owery.

Recipes taken from Tea at the Palace by Carolyn Robb, £14.99 

White Lion Publishing. Photography John Kernick.

WIN A COPY OF TEA AT THE PALACE
For your chance to win a copy of Tea at the 

Palace, please email your name, address and 

telephone number to: 

dawn@conservationnews.co.uk

Closing date: Friday, 27th May 2022

mailto:dawn@conservationnews.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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METHOD

Preheat the oven to 180˚C (gas mark 4). Place twelve 7.5cm fluted round 

tartlet moulds or a 12-cup standard muffin tin on a baking tray.

To prepare the rhubarb, trim off both ends of each stalk. If the stalks seem 

fibrous, peel them. (Rhubarb at the height of the season is usually tender 

enough not to need peeling.) Cut the stalks on the diagonal into 2.5cm 

lengths. The pieces will have a lozenge shape. Transfer the pieces to a 

baking dish just large enough to hold them in a single layer. Add the water 

to the dish and then sprinkle the sugar over the rhubarb. Cover the dish 

with aluminium foil.

Bake the rhubarb for about 15 minutes until tender when pierced with a 

fork. Remove from the oven, uncover and leave to cool completely.

To make the tartlets, lay a filo sheet on a lightly floured work surface, 

keeping the other sheets covered with cling film to prevent them from 

drying out. Lightly brush the entire sheet with some of the butter. Lay a 

second sheet on top, then lightly brush the top sheet with butter. Cut the 

layered sheets into six 13cm squares. Line six of the tartlet moulds with 

a filo square, pressing the filo down firmly onto the base. Trim the edges 

where necessary so the pastry does not extend above the rim. Repeat with 

the remaining two filo sheets to line the remaining six moulds.

Bake the tartlet shells for 10-12 minutes until golden. Leave to cool 

completely on the pan on a wire rack, then carefully remove them from 

the moulds.

To make the mousse, put the chocolate into a heatproof medium 

bowl over (not touching) barely simmering water in a saucepan and 

heat, stirring occasionally, until the chocolate melts and is smooth. 

(Alternatively, heat in a microwave.) Remove from over the heat and 

leave to cool. Using a balloon whisk, gradually whisk the yogurt into the 

chocolate. The mixture may initially curdle, but as you continue adding 

the yogurt, it will become smooth and thick. Whisk in the vanilla.

To finish, spoon the mousse into the tartlet shells, dividing it evenly. Drain 

the rhubarb well and arrange the pieces on top of each tartlet, finishing 

with a raspberry and a flower. Serve within a couple of hours, as the pastry 

softens if left longer.

YOU WILL NEED

4 rhubarb stalks

3 tablespoons water

50g caster sugar

4 large sheets filo 

pastry, thawed 

according to package 

directions if frozen

Flour, for dusting

3 tablespoons butter, 

melted

FOR THE MOUSSE

300g white chocolate, 

chopped

250g Greek yogurt

1 teaspoon pure vanilla 

extract

FOR THE 
DECORATION

12 raspberries

12 small white edible 

flowers, such as 

chamomile

TWELVE
MAKES

RHUBARB & WHITE CHOCOLATE TARTLETS

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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In this recipe, thin, crisp gold filo pastry shells are filled with unctuous white 

chocolate-vanilla mousse and topped with tart rhubarb – a heavenly marriage of 

crunchy, creamy and tangy.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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                 Discover the versatility of 

Grenache
Rowena Hawtin sings the praises of a widely planted but under-rated grape variety

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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raspberry and red plum fruit rather than black fruit, 

with subtle notes of oak. 

Raul Acha in early 2000 recognised the potential 

of the grape and led a project aimed at protecting 

these old vines and 

demonstrating to the 

world what fantastic 

wine can be produced 

from this amazing 

variety. 

Climate

Garnacha is a grape that 

survives drought well, so 

it’s not surprising that 

it is planted in some of 

the driest places in the 

world such as Australia 

and Southern France 

as well as Spain. Being 

late ripening, it loves 

sunshine and warmth 

and in fact will not ripen 

at all in a cool climate 

so it’s very unlikely 

that England will be 

planting Garnacha for 

the foreseeable future. 

It typically reaches very 

high sugar levels, which 

in turn gives wine with 

high alcohol levels, and 

therefore management 

in the vineyard is key 

as it can easily reach 

alcohol levels of 16% 

ABV, which is getting 

on for the strength of 

fortified wine.

Although best-known for 

producing those big red 

wines from the Southern 

Rhone such as the famous 

Chateau Neuf du Pape, or being a 

blending partner to Tempranillo in 

Rioja where it contributes lashings 

of fruit, spice and tannins, Grenache 

as a varietal is one of the great wine 

experiences with raw power that sweeps 

you along on an intoxicating journey.

In fact, Grenache (Spanish name 

Garnacha) originated in Aragon in 

north-east Spain, hence its synonym 

Tinto Aragonez, and having a 

preference for warmer climates, it 

develops very high alcohol levels such 

that one glass too many and your head 

can start spinning before you realise its 

deceptive seductiveness.

But it is not a ‘one size fits all’ kind of 

wine as it makes a surprising number 

of different styles from lesser-known 

Spanish regions such as Navarra, 

Aragon, (which includes Calatayud, 

Campo de Borja and Carinena) as well 

further south in Castilla-La Mancha, 

south of Madrid. 

Spain has large numbers of old 

Garnacha bush vines, which result in 

wines that are more concentrated than 

those from younger vines as the yields 

are much lower. These regions produce 

wine with a range of quality levels, with 

the higher quality wines having great 

ageing potential. Often grown at high 

altitude which slows down ripening, 

they tend to be more delicate in flavour 

than those from the lower plains, with 

At the winery
Garnacha oxidizes very 

easily and so needs to be 

handled gently to extract 

the fruitiness without 

the tannin and then a 

slow increase to a warm/

hot fermentation – exact 

temperature will depend 

on the style of wine 

required. Hotter and longer 

fermentations will increase 

the tannin levels and the 

ageing potential of the final 

wine. Garnacha does not 

have a great affinity for new 

oak which tends to mask 

its fruitiness and therefore 

old oak barrels are more 

often used – both American 

and French oak which 

contribute to its spiciness 

and complexity over time.

http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Here is a selection of single variety Garnacha 

wines which I think are especially delicious and 

all are available at the time of writing.

Vina Zorzal Rosado,  Navarra, 

2020 The Wine Society £7.25

Vina Zorzal was founded in 1989 and is based 

in the Ribero Baja region of Navarra which 

borders Rioja. A Mediterranean climate with 

sun-drenched slopes overlooking the river Ebro 

is an ideal location for Garnacha. The wine is 

bright pink in colour with lovely floral notes on 

the nose and lashings of juicy raspberry fruit 

and an elegant finish. Unoaked to highlight the 

fruitiness in the grape – drink now.

Vina Zorzal Malayeto Garnacha, 

Navarra, 2018 The Wine Society 

£14.50

This wine is from a single vineyard and 

made from 40-year-old vines giving superb 

concentration. The oak is subtle to showcase 

the juicy black fruit notes of cherry and plum, 

a rich texture, full body and well-integrated 

tannins. Drink until 2028.

Sainsburys Taste the Difference 

Old Vine Garnacha, £9.00

Calatayud in Aragon has a long history of 

growing Garnacha and this wine which is part 

of the Garnacha project comes from vines 

which are over 35 years old. The roots grow 

deep into the soil in search of water. Old vines 

give lower yields of fruit but in turn the wine 

they make has greater flavour concentration 

and this wine has it in oodles! It is full bodied, 

elegant and complex with plum and juicy black 

cherry fruit and hints of black pepper finish. 

The intense fruit flavours are well balanced with 

the fresh acidity and would go very well with 

barbecued meats or spicy peppers.

La Garnacha 2019, Salvaje del 

Moncayo, The Wine Society £8.99

This wine is also from Calatayud and part of 

the Garnacha project detailed above. It has 

powerful aromas of wild berries and tobacco 

leaf which complement the fresh fruit and floral 

notes. Made in a lighter bodied style compared 

to the other examples here, it is an easy 

drinking style to be enjoyed either on its own or 

with picnics and barbecues. Drink now.

La Garnatxa Fosca 2018/19, 

Projecto Garnachas de Espana 

Priorat, Majestic £14.99

Priorat in north-east Spain is one of only two 

Spanish regions along with Rioja that produces 

wine of the higher tier DOCa. The soils are 

rich in slate known as ‘llicorella’ which helps to 

create these rich, complex wines and gives notes 

of strawberry, dried herbs, dark cherry, plum 

and spice. Drink until 2026.

Rowena Hawtin (Dip WSET)
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Contact us for venue hire

Tel: 01622 299359  www.thecuriouseatery.co.uk

Curious Eatery, Albion Inn,  
1 Church Street, Boughton Monchelsea,  
Maidstone ME17 4HW

Make this space your own 

http://www.thecuriouseatery.co.uk
http://www.conservationnews.co.uk
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DEWITT RESIDENTIAL FLOORING LIMITED
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