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Welcome
Summer 2022

Competition winners from our spring issue: 
Tea at � e Palace: Yvonne Kingham,Tonbridge. 
Boy in a China Shop: Sue Hart, Charing.

W
elcome to the summer edition of 

Conservation News and isn’t it wonderful 

to have the blue skies back for a while?

In this edition of the magazine, we’ve brought 

together all the best bits of summer, with gardening 

tips for warmer weather, home décor to help you take 

advantage of the summer months and fascinating 

articles for you to read while you relax in your 

deckchair.

One such article is about the restoration of the 

Cherville Oast House: a gorgeous 18th century 

construction that’s been sympathetically restored and 

renovated into an incredible living space – we hope you 

love it as much as we do. 

Speaking of living spaces, we have a great article 

about bedroom décor, plus editorials that showcase 

some of Kent’s � nest interiors and furniture businesses, 

as well as a brief look at the history of railings, which 

has proved to be remarkably interesting.

Dawn & Nadene



6  www.conservationnews.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Summer 2022

‘Captain’s Wood’ Acrylic & Enamel on Canvas 80 x 120cm

Over 100 original contemporary paintings and sculpture by established, award-winning and 
emerging artists. We also offer a home trial service to enable clients to view artworks in situ.

23 The Pantiles, (Lower Walk), Tunbridge Wells
www.fairfaxgallery.com  (Est. 1995) Tel: 01892 525525

‘Summer Lake’ Oil on Canvas 100 x 120cm
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PLANT COURGETTES
If you sowed courgette seeds earlier in spring, they 

should be ready for planting now. Courgettes are greedy 

plants, requiring plenty of water and nutrient-rich soil. 

They are also space-hoggers, which, if given the chance, 

will romp across the plot. Courgettes can be  harvested 

when they reach around 10cm; if left longer, the � avour 

will have begun to fade. Cut the thick stem with a knife. 

There is nothing like the taste of fresh courgette, sliced 

and fried in butter, and the � owers are a real delicacy.

PRUNE SOFT FRUITS
Raspberries, redcurrants, gooseberries, 
blackcurrants, tayberries and loganberries 
are exceptionally tasty, but if you want 
more and bigger fruit next year it’s worth 
doing some light pruning just as soon as 
they have � nished cropping. Shorten the 
current season’s side branches back to � ve 
leaves and cut back main branches by one 
third. You’ll need to prune again in the 
winter. With loganberries, tayberries and 
summer-fruiting raspberries simply cut all 
the stems that fruited down to ground level 
to give space to new stems.

What to do now
• Water is the key word in summer.

•  Prune soft fruit to get bumper crops.

•  Keep deadheading. This may be a tedious task 
but is very essential to help plants produce 
more � owers.

• Feed hungry shrubs and roses.

• Divide bamboo and water lilies.

• Stay on top of the weeds.

• Clear the grass from around trees.

•  Sow biennials such as foxgloves, sweet 
william, wall� owers and forget-me-nots.

•  Sow late summer and winter crops such as 
cabbages, carrots, cauli� owers and lettuces.

• Refresh bird baths and top up ponds

CONSIDER THE BEES
It’s vital to attract bees in order to 

aid pollination of edibles. Many 

Mediterranean herbs produce 

concentrated sugary nectar in mid-

summer. Sage and lavender are both 

�L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[���I�L�L���W�S�H�U�[�Z���M�V�Y���H���Z�\�U�U�`���W�V�Z�P�[�P�V�U�����9�V�Z�L�T�H�Y�`���^�P�S�S���Å���V�^�L�Y��

early in the year, while oregano is also excellent, especially in 

�(�\�N�\�Z�[�����H�Z���P�[���H�[�[�Y�H�J�[�Z���I�\�[�[�L�Y�Å���P�L�Z���H�Z���^�L�S�S���H�Z���I�L�L�Z�����6�Y���J�V�U�Z�P�K�L�Y��

growing some annuals. It’s not too late to sprinkle some pot 

�T�H�Y�P�N�V�S�K�����;�O�L�P�Y���I�Y�P�N�O�[���V�Y�H�U�N�L���Å���V�^�L�Y�Z���H�[�[�Y�H�J�[���O�V�]�L�Y�Å���P�L�Z���H�U�K��

their predatory larvae clean up aphids and other small pests.








