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Welcome
Owning a period home is its own reward: a 

beautiful space that feels uniquely your own, 
but also ties you into the rich and varied 

history of this amazing part of the world. I don’t know 
about you, but I think Autumn is when period homes 
really come into their own: with full of rich, autumnal 
colours, and vintage � replaces creating a cosy retreat, 
there really is no better time to make the most of your 
surroundings. 

In this edition of Conservation News, we’ve got lots 
of articles to help you get the best out of your home, 
from making that cosy � replace really shine, and nailing 
your aesthetic with antiques, to adding value to the 
property that will maximise your investment should the 
time come for you to move on.

All this, plus our usual array of gardening tips, local 
news and the very best of Kent’s business community, 
and we’ve got you well and truly sorted as we see out 
the year! Dawn
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Competition winners from our summer issue: Wine Tour – 
Nigel Cli�  from Faversham & Jenny Ryder from Bearstead. 
Book – Michelle Diedo from Tenterden

Conservation News template.indd   3Conservation News template.indd   3 02/09/2024   16:4402/09/2024   16:44



Conservation News template.indd   4Conservation News template.indd   4 02/09/2024   16:4502/09/2024   16:45



5Autumn 2024 • CONSERVATION NEWS  www.conservationnews.co.uk

Contents
6 Autumn gardening
 What to do in the garden now

11  Ornamental grasses
 A brilliant alternative to shrubs

17 Displaying autumn rust!
  Bringing the outside in

27 The history of... 
  the not so humble hallway

36 A brief history of...
 The butler sink

46  Timeless harmony
  How to mix antiques with 

contemporary pieces

51  The role of fireplaces  
in the period home

  A focal point with  
functional value

61  Add value to  
your period property

  The key areas worth investing in

69 Glorious Georgian
  A look at Georgian  

architecture and interiors

100 Autumn recipes 
  Two recipes from  

The Good Farm Cookbook

106 Farmers’ markets
  Shop fresh & local this autumn

111 Rowena’s wine column
  Chardonnay: one of the  

most versat ile grapes

51
69

36

17

27

100

AUTUMN 2024

Conservation News template.indd   5Conservation News template.indd   5 03/09/2024   14:3403/09/2024   14:34



6 www.conservationnews.co.uk        CONSERVATION NEWS • Autumn 2024

The days may be shorter, but autumn is still 

full of colour. Look out for bright stems, glossy 

berries and colourful foliage. Now is the time to 

keep busy with jobs that remind us of the spring 

to come, such as planting tulip bulbs or bare-

root shrubs and trees. It’s also a good time to 

tidy up and put the garden to bed for winter.

GARDEN NOTES                

FRESHLY MINTED
If  you enjoy fresh mint why not pot some up to 
grow indoors over autumn/winter. Simply lift and 
divide a clump and plant the resulting sections 
in pots, trimming the stems down to a height of  
10-15cm. Set your pots on a sunny windowsill, 
and instead of  going dormant your mint plants will 
carry on producing leaves for several months.

AUTUMN SUNDAYS
Hole Park Gardens are renowned for their 
beauty all year round including spectacular 
autumn colour. � roughout October visitors 
can enjoy the gardens on Sundays in addition 
to normal opening days which are Wednesdays 
and � ursdays.

� e magni� cent mature trees and Japanese 
Maples provide striking autumn colour around 
the 16 acre gardens and 10 acre woodland.
Visitors can take the pretty circular walk past a 
delightful carved wooden sculpture of a family 
of bears climbing a tree to reach a honey pot 
and also the renovated ‘Ice House’ which was 
built in around 1740 to store ice long before the 
days of refrigeration. When the ice was cut and 
stacked it would last for up to three years in this 
cool environment!
For more information visit:
holepark.com

Grill power
Hosting a barbeque is a great excuse to chill 
out on a golden autumn a� ernoon. And if you 
want to take your alfresco cooking to the next 
level, you’ll be hard pushed to � nd a better 
way to do it than with a Kamado Joe, Classic 
Joe. Cra� ed to bring ease and sophistication 
to charcoal grilling. With innovative features 
made to create a seamless culinary experience, 
Kamado Joe Classic is ready for any cook. 
Visit northbarbeque.co.uk for more 
information. Prices start from £899.
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Four star plants for autumn
1. Smoke bush – at this time of year 
Cotinus coggygria sets borders alight with 
striking autumn colour.
2. Beauty berry – Callicarpa is the perfect 
autumn shrub, with bright berries and 
foliage.
3. Miscanthus nepalensis – this 
architectural grass keeps it � owerheads well 
into autumn.
4. Guernsey lily – plant Nerine sariensis in 
spring for bright autumn � owers.

What to do in the garden now
• Repair worn out lawn patches.
•  Remove dead plant material from ponds to 

keep the water fresh.
•  Trim hedges to get them ready for next 

spring’s growth.

•  Plant perennials now so they can establish 
their roots before winter.

• Remove diseased leaves from roses.
• Keep watering autumn pots.
• Cut back lavender.
• Deadhead dahlias.
•  Tidy up evergreen ferns by removing old 

fronds to improve the winter display.

Collect and store pumpkins
Cut pumpkins and bring them indoors before the 
frosts. Keep a long stalk or part of the stem on the 
top of each fruit. Pick them 
up from underneath to avoid 
damaging the stalk, where rot 
can start from. The skins should 
have hardended by now, but 
keep them for a few days in a 
windowsill or greenhouse bench. 
They’ll store for months in a 
cool,unheated room with good 
ventilation and no humidity.

What to plant now
Sow a row of broad beans for an early harvest next 
year. Choose one of the autumn varieti es, which 
can withstand low winter temperatures. They’ll 
germinate in a few weeks and the pods will be 
ready for picking a good two to three weeks earlier 
than the February-sown varieti es next summer. Put 
in supporti ng canes and string as the crop emerges. 
Water immediately aft er sowing, but aft er that, 
only water if it’s very dry. Get your broad bean 
recipes ready for the fi rst pickings in May. 
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LANDSCAPING SERVICES
We specialise in design and installation and are happy 
to be able to off er the following services:

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN: Patios and 
decking, gazebos and water features, turfi ng, 
fencing, electric gates and astroturf.

GROUNDWORK: All demolition work, footings, 
oversights, extensions, drop kerbs, drainage 
and civil engineering

CONTACT US
Tel: 01227 750191

Mobile: 07759 546838

email: ablelandscapes@btinternet.com

www.ablelandscapes.com

Constructed and resurfaced 
in Kent, Sussex and Surrey

Please call 
Martin for free 
advice and 
quotations

Tel: 01424 
892265
07831 643835

www.martingurr.co.uk
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COUNTRY CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
Come and visit us in store for a warm, friendly welcome,  

stocking all your needs for outdoor pursuits

Our store is open 5 days a week visit us at 
IN THE COUNTRY

Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Kent ME13 0NX
Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm

01233 742700
inthecountrykent.co.uk     www.inthecountrykent.co.uk
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Autumn is the season to plant 
many ornamental grasses and 
the time when they are at their 
most beautiful. Having stood all 

summer as part of the border they start to take 
on autumn hues, standing resplendent as other 
plants in the garden begin their decline.

Setting seed is the dramatic final performance 
of many ornamental grasses and as days 
shorten and sunsets lower these dramatic seed 
heads shine throughout the garden bringing a 
beautiful drama to tiring borders.

Unlike many shrubs, ornamental grasses love 
the wind and even in a soft breeze they bring 
movement and texture to the garden. They 
come in many heights and sizes so can be used 
throughout the borders from the front to the 
back. When planted with perennials and shrubs 
or under planted around trees they are brilliant 
space fillers and very low maintenance.

Ornamental grasses are not just visually 
appealing; they also offer ecological benefits. 
They provide habitat and food for wildlife, 
including birds and beneficial insects. Once 

Ornamental grasses are a brilliant alternative to shrubs, many are  

drought-tolerant, tall enough to use as screening and extend the season 

 in the garden right through the autumn into the winter months.

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
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established, they require minimal watering, 
no fertilisation, and only occasional trimming 
to remove dead foliage. Most ornamental 
grasses are also resistant to pests and diseases. 
Incorporating them into your garden landscape 
is the perfect way to enhance its beauty, texture, 
and ecological value whilst extending the 
season right through to spring.

They are suitable for traditional borders 
mixed with herbaceous plants but also happy 
as a feature plant in gravel gardens, as screens, 
in full sun and even in shade, it’s all about 
choosing the right grass for the area you need.

Choosing the right grass:

Use low-growing grasses like Festuca glauca 
(full sun) or Carex (shade/part shade) to create 
soft, flowing borders that define garden beds 
and pathways, or for dotting between pavers in 
the gravel garden. Their fine texture contrasts 
beautifully with broad-leaved plants, adding a 
sense of refinement and order to the garden.

Tall, dramatic grasses such as Miscanthus 
sinensis (full sun) or Panicum virgatum can 
be used as focal points in the landscape. Plant 
them in groups or as single specimens to 
draw the eye and create a sense of height and 
movement. Their towering plumes catch the 
light beautifully and sway gracefully in the 
wind, adding dynamic energy to the garden. 
For a tall vertical screen in sun or part shade try 
Calamagrostis Karl Foerster, it’s a cool-season 

grass so earlier to emerge in the spring and 
turns a golden barley colour in the autumn (just 
cut back to 20cm at the beginning of March 
each year). Plant with tall perennials such as 
Verbena bonariensis.

Ornamental grasses blend seamlessly 
with other plants, making them ideal for 
mixed borders. Pair them with late flowering 
perennials like Rudbeckia, Salvia Amistad 
or Echinacea for a vibrant, colourful display 
through autumn into the winter. Leave the 
seedheads of the plants on the stems until the 
end of February; they create habitats for insects 
in the coldest months and look beautiful in 
the low sunlight of the shortest days. For a 
more naturalistic approach, consider creating a 
prairie-style garden with a mix of ornamental 
grasses and wildflowers. Grasses 

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES BLEND 

SEAMLESSLY WITH OTHER 

PLANTS, MAKING THEM IDEAL 

FOR MIXED BORDERS.
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like Deschampsia cespitosa (part shade) 
and Schizachyrium scopariumare (full 
sun) are ideal for this purpose, creating a 
tapestry of colour and texture that changes 
with the seasons. This style of gardening is 
particularly well-suited to larger landscapes 
or borders and is a great way to attract 
wildlife to your garden.

Many ornamental grasses can also be 
grown in containers. Smaller varieties 
like Hakonechloa macra and Pennisetum 
setaceum thrive in pots and can be used to 
add height and interest to patios, balconies, 
or small gardens. Containers allow you to 
experiment with different grasses and easily 
move them around to suit your design 
needs.

Caring for your ornamental grasses:

Although most grasses are very drought 
tolerant, newly planted grasses need regular 
watering until they are established.

In late winter or early spring, cut back the 
previous season’s growth to allow new shoots 
to emerge. This is particularly important for 
deciduous grasses, which die back in winter. 
Evergreen grasses may only need a light trim 
to remove dead or damaged foliage.

Over time, some grasses can become 
crowded or outgrow their space. Dividing 
the clumps every few years helps to 
rejuvenate the plants and encourages healthy 
growth. This is best done in spring before 
new growth begins.

Apply a layer of organic mulch around 
the base of the grasses to help conserve 
moisture, suppress weeds, and improve soil 
health. Avoid piling mulch directly against 
the stems, as this can lead to rot. Mulch the 

borders in early spring after cutting back 
last season’s growth. Mulch can be straw 
or gravel, compost, well-rotted manure or 
leafmould.

My favourite gardens to  

see ornamental grasses this autumn:

Beth Chatto Gardens, Clacton Road, 
Elmstead Market, Colchester CO7 7DB;
RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Creephedge Lane, 
Rettendon, Chelmsford, Essex;
Knoll Gardens Ltd, Stapehill Road, 
Hampreston, Wimborne BH21 7ND;
Hauser & Wirth Somerset Durslade Farm, 
Dropping Ln, Bruton BA10 0NL.

If you would like to discuss a garden or 
border design for your garden please get in 
touch. I would love to work with you. 
email: sarah@thegardencreative.com
www.thegardencreative.com,  
@thegardencreate, Tel: 07725 055701.
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For a FREE quote
Tel: 07938 756617

• Garden clearance
• Garden maintenance
• Pressure washing
• Grass cutting/pruning
• Internal/external painting

G&D GARDENING & PAINTING SERVICES
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BJ CESSPOOL SERVICES LTD

Tel 07796 282864 or 01233 624017
www.bjcesspool.co.uk

If you want someone who is 
reliable, careful and effi cient to 
empty your cesspool, septic tank 
or treatment plant please call 
Barry or Fiona Spicer.

■ Emergency blockages

■ Septic tank clearance

■ Cesspool maintenance

■ Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, 
rental properties, caravan parks, 
hotels and in fact any property 
that is not on main drains.

A jetting service can also be 
provided.

All aspects of landscaping work undertaken: 
• Decking, patios, fencing
• Driveways, block paving, brick and stone work
• Ponds, planting and more. 
All fi nished to a high standard at competitive prices. 

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPING

Phone Lee 07799103112 / 01227 264482
For a free quotation or visit www.evergreengardenskent.co.uk
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DISPLAYING 
AUTUMN RUST!
Autumn is probably the season that seems to pass by most quickly  

in the garden. It’s a slide towards the first serious frosts that kill off 

most of the perennials and certainly all of the annuals.

In a good year (depending on how you 
define ‘good’), this can be as late as the 
start of winter but can equally strike 
very early in the season – such is the 
unpredictability of gardening. What is 

certain is that along the way, as the temperature 
cools and the threat of frost looms closer, the 
garden undergoes a beautiful paint job: deep 

reds, silky browns and the richest orange-rust are 
autumn’s gift. 

Early autumn light has a purity and a sort of 
mellowness that’s lost at the height of summer. 
In those first few weeks of the season, planting 
glows, as though softly illuminated by a flickering 
bonfire, and clear skies bring a cool clarity to the 
intense colour happening all over the garden. 
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This is a time when many of the 
most fiery annuals and perennials 
are having their moment: 
heleniums, crocosmias, dahlias 
and sunflowers (Helianthus) create 
blazing displays as the days slowly 
start to shorten, and, all across 
the garden, there’s a sense that it’s 
giving one last performance before 
its annual retreat.

Later in the season, we are 
sometimes tempted to cut 
back perennials as soon as 
the temperature starts to drop 
and plants begin to look a bit 
subdued, but the colour, texture 
and structural value of some 
faded perennials in the autumn 
and winter garden should not be 
underestimated. In autumn, if left 
in the ground, the nutmeg-coloured 
seedheads of Turkish sage (Phlomis 
russeliana) look extremely 
decorative and provide welcome 
interest. Rudbeckias and heleniums 
have much the same effect, 
leaving behind cones of beautiful, 
chocolate-coloured seedheads that 
look particularly effective rising 
through ornamental grasses. Inside, 
these seedheads are an excellent 
material for autumn display. This is 
the time of year when we adjust our 
expectations of what we can display 
inside. We leave the blousy bounty 
of spring and summer behind and 
look towards a more sober, but 
still very beautiful, palette of cut 
flowers. 
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THIS IS A TIME WHEN 

MANY OF THE MOST FIERY 

ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS 

ARE HAVING THEIR 

MOMENT.
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All around me in Somerset, some of my 
favourite outdoor autumn displays come 
not from � ower-packed gardens, but from 
fruiting orchards. Like walled gardens, there’s 
something about the feeling of enclosure 
within an orchard that I � nd alluring; 
a comforting sense of being enveloped 
by nature. Ancient cider apple trees are 
decorated with endless baubles – apples that 
range from scarlet red to the crispest green 
– and, as they fall, a multicoloured carpet is 
created that glitters in the delicate autumn 
light. � ere’s also the smell: an intense 
earthy sweetness that permeates the air as 
apples both ripen and rot; an aroma that’s so 
evocative to me and so rooted in my mind 
as speci� c to the area in which I live. � ese 
productive orchards represent the conclusion 
of another growing year. As the sun grows 
weaker and the light more scarce, they bring 
a satisfying sense of closure to months of 
hard work in the garden.

� is is an excerpt from Outside In: A year of 
growing and displaying by Sean A. Pritchard.
Published by Mitchell Beazley. 
Photography: Sean A. Pritchard
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Driveways & Patios Ltd are a well established, 
professional company with a great reputation and 
have over 38 years experience.

We cover Herne Bay, Whitstable, Canterbury, 
Faversham, Sittingbourne, � anet and all 
surrounding areas. We provide a � rst-class service, 
carrying out works to the very highest standard in a 
professional manner. 

We o� er FREE, 
non-obligatory quotes 

and estimates. 

If you are interested in 
any of our services, please 

contact us for friendly 
professional advice.

Call: 

07770 964939

■ Driveways
■ Patios
■ Block paving
■ Fencing
■ Tur� ng
■ Decking
■ Garden Clearance
■ Building & maintenance work

drivewayexperts.co.uk

Kent’s leading specialists in
DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS & FENCING
Est. 1987
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Do you need shelter and shade? Enhance your outdoor living space 

SBI Ltd 0800 0742 721 sbiproducts.co.uk 

Verandas • Glass Rooms • Awnings • Pergolas 
Carports • Solar Garage Doors & Shutters 

SBI Ltd 0800 0742 721 sbiproducts.co.uk

Enhance your outdoor living space

Verandas • Glass Rooms • Awnings • Pergolas
Carports •  Solar Garage Doors & Shutters

SBIWT244.indd   1 27/07/2022   11:26

Scrap Metal 
Recycling
Polite & friendly service

Fully licensed
Clearance of all metals

Unfortunately we cannot take fridges or freezers
Jason 07840 081990

7 days a week
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Following a complete makeover and 

refurbishment of our shop we would like 

to welcome you to call in and browse our 

extensive range of soft furnishings and 

window treatments.

We offer an expert sample, survey and 

installation service throughout Kent with a 

selection of products available to buy online  

to UK DIY customers.

Our range of products include branded 

curtain fabrics, blinds, shutters, awnings, 

curtain poles & tracks. Niche products 

include electric curtain and blind designs 

bringing you the latest in window fashion 

technology, with particular focus on shaped 

blinds, roof blinds and shaped automated 

curtains and tracks.

NEWLY REFURBISHED 
Emanuel’s Interiors provide the best quality curtains,  

blinds, shutters and awnings in Kent and online.
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Bespoke curtain & upholstery work ♦ Unique gifts & lighting ♦ Blinds & shutters supplied and 
installed ♦ Motorisation & sun sensor on patio awnings ♦ Track specialist for bay windows 
♦ Sale fabric from £3 per metre ♦ We stock Cole & Sons luxury wallpaper and fabrics

117 Tankerton Road, Whitstable CT5 2AN  | 01227 770039 | www.emanuels.co.uk

Emanuel’s
Soft Furnishing Interiors

www.conservationnews.co.ukwww.conservationnews.co.uk
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The Antique Oak  
Flooring Company

SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE AND  RECLAIMED FLOORING

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT
Willow Court Farm, Bilsington Road, Ruckinge, Ashford, Kent TN26 2PB

T: 01233 659508 M: 07733 263540     www.antiqueoakflooring.com
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THE HUMBLE HALLWAY
Hallway decor may not seem exciting, but there’s no reason to  

relegate this utilitarian area to a boring pass-through space. 

– LOUISE TOMLIN - 

benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
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I wonder if many people actually know 
the origins of the name hall or hallway, 
after all it’s one of those parts of your 
house that can easily be dismissed as a 
bit boring, or an after-thought, when 

considering redecorating your home, and 
getting excited about the latest new colour 
schemes. However, when you take a moment 
to realise that it’s usually the first glimpse that 
visitors get of your home as they cross your 
threshold, it’s possibly deserving of more 
thought and attention than it may be getting, 
and not just a place to store coats, brollies and 
hats…

So let’s take a look at the history of where the 
term hall comes from, and also, bring things 
up the present day by exploring a few ideas 
for giving halls a bit of boost up the pecking 
order of important rooms in our homes. The 
name hall or hallway derives from the medieval 
‘hall house’, we’ve often referred to these in our 
articles, when covering properties from this 
period that are being renovated. The hall house 
could easily be mistaken on first sight for a large 
barn, usually timber framed with wattle and 
daub, later stone was also used, with a thatched 
roof. 

The interior was an open plan area that 
housed all the residents from the family to 
their servants. All of the necessary day-to-day 
goings-on took place in this space, although 
it was most probably zoned. It is thought the 
important folk would have a separate table at 
the ‘high end’ whilst at the other end of the 
building – the ‘low end’ would be where the 
retainers carried out the tasks of servicing the 
household, and housed important storage areas. 
Screening would have been introduced to allow 
for more privacy and to help keep draughts 

away, this would be made from cloth, tapestries 
and eventually made more permanent by 
the use of wood. By partitioning off this long 
narrow area between the hall’s two doorways, a 
passageway was created, or a hallway. 

The hallway naturally changed throughout 
the subsequent centuries, dependent on the 
architectural changes and the fashions of the 
day, however it was always there. One of the 
most notable evolutions came when it arrived at 
the front and centre of the house, leading from 
the front door directly through to the back, 
with principal rooms off the each side, and in 
the case of the most prestigious homes, to a 
staircase to the upper floor, when the fashion 
for entertaining visitors moved the principal 
rooms up a floor. 

It must said that the importance and 
relevance for the majority of our readers comes 
with later developments, not many of us are 
lucky enough to have medieval mansion, or 
vast country house, so a quick dip in to the 
following eras through the 18th century to 
present day, is more appropriate. 

The Georgian era saw the introduction of 
terraced housing for many classes, apart for 
the wealthiest. Lack of space meant the usual 
layout was to have the staircase at the rear of 
the hallway, which was most probably a fairly 
narrow passageway leading to the dining room 
and parlour. The introduction of the fanlight 
above the front door helped to bring a bit 
more light and offered a touch of elegance. In 
grander properties the introduction of wooden 
paneling, decorative mouldings, fretwork and 
other extravagant embellishments were highly 
fashionable and in line with the neo-classical 
architectural style, this included black and 
white geometric ceramic floor tiles. 
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Instagram: @tale_victoria
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the house connecting all the other rooms, which 
were separate from each other. This was a time 
of industrialisation, economic boom and mass 
production, which allowed the middle-classes 
to indulge in decorating their homes, aping the 
styles of the upper classes, by ordering from 
pattern books and catalogues. 

There was a tendency towards more somber 
colours and also a leaning towards rather 

over-doing it with ornaments, bric-a-brac and, 
sad to say, clutter! Technological advances saw 
the introduction of mass produced colourful 
encaustic tiles, which were widely used as 
flooring in the Victorian hallway, sometimes 
even on the pathway leading up to front door, 
many have been restored these days and have 
become a ubiquitous and stylish element in 
many a Victorian refurbished modern home. 

www.yesterhome.com
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It can be quite difficult at times to see a 
distinction between late Victorian and early 
Edwardian hallways, and the evolution is 
somewhat blurred, however what eventually 
emerged was the hallway being seen as having 
its own identity. It wasn’t always just a place 
to impress visitors whilst they passed through 
to the principal rooms, it became a room in 
its own right. The living hall became a space 
to entertain guests, do hobbies or read. Out 
went the clutter of the previous era, cleanliness 
and simplicity ruled. Health, hygiene and 
sunlight became hugely important, a definite 

uplifting change from the previous rather dingy 
Victorian forerunner of the hallway.

Throughout the 20th century and now into 
the 21st century, modern housing has evolved 
with more generous dimensions and many 
more design and architectural trends than we 
can cover here. For those of you with a more 
modern home, you can set your imagination 
free, and go for whatever style you fancy, it’s a 
chance to reveal your character and give your 
visitors a glimpse of your personal style as they 
cross your threshold, go for it and create your 
Heavenly Hallway.

porcelainsuperstore.co.uk
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Family-run business offering first class service

64-65 High Street, Wingham, Canterbury, Kent, CT3 3BJ 

Tel: 01227 721 938   www.redflooring.co.uk

n Luxury vinyl tiles n Laminate flooring

n High quality carpets n Real & engineered wood

n Cushion vinyl n High quality installation

VISIT 
OUR 

SHOW
ROOM
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The business has been run from 
an enviable position  
on Wingham High Street  
for the past five years, by  

Alan and Ruth Hunt.
Alan is a specialist with over 20 years’ 

experience and is meticulous in his 
approach to sourcing and fitting the 
perfect flooring for both commercial 
and domestic clients. In fact, Alan is 
so passionate about his work. We have 
a team of experienced friendly fitters, 
including Dave and Darren and Finn who 
is our approved Amtico fitter.

Red Flooring is very much a family business looking to the future: it’s named  

after three of the owners’ children – taking the initials of Rosie, Evie and Darcie.

ROSY FUTURE FOR  
RED FLOORING 
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Red Flooring are experts in all types of luxury 
flooring. They offer anything from vinyl tiles, 
high quality carpets, cushion vinyl, laminate 
flooring and real engineered wood. All are 
expertly fitted by Alan and his team with a cost-
effective approach when needed. The key to 
their success is flexibility: Alan works with and 
around the client to make sure they have exactly 
what they need, fitted when it suits them, even 
if that means working evenings and weekends.

For more information and to browse the 
stunning gallery of finished products,  
visit www.redflooring.co.uk or on Instagram 
@redflooringdesigns.

As a special offer for Conservation News 
readers, Red Flooring are offering 10% off 
any purchase: simply take the magazine 
with you when you visit the showroom to 
claim your discount.
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RED FLOORING ARE EXPERTS IN ALL TYPES OF LUXURY 

FLOORING. THEY OFFER ANYTHING FROM VINYL TILES,  

HIGH QUALITY CARPETS, CUSHION VINYL, LAMINATE 

FLOORING AND REAL ENGINEERED WOOD.
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In Victorian times, Butler sinks were also 
known as London sinks due to the locality 
in which they were commonly found. They 
are different from Belfast sinks as they do 

not come fitted with a Weir overflow. London 
didn’t have an abundant supply of water 
available like Belfast did. This was because 
London was further inland along the Thames 
and had higher costs in obtaining fresh water 
for its large population than Belfast. To allow 
for the same provision of water in a bowl, a 
wider design was developed, which in reality 
had more practical uses. This was when the 
Butler sink was born.

As the years went on by, water supply became 
less of an issue and kitchens got bigger. Some 
modern butler sinks are now as deep as Belfast 
sinks, where Belfast sinks have evolved to be 
wider with the typical double bowl. The sink 

is as wide as a Butler and almost as deep as a 
Belfast with a ceramic partition in the middle.

Butler sinks can be chosen in a variety of 
sizes depending on the space and the needs of 
the homeowner, for example a small sink may 
just be to rinse items or wash hands. Or for 
larger homes it provides a place to wash down 
small dogs, pre-soak clothes or anything else 
you can think of.

Butler sinks aren’t just perfect for boot 
and utility rooms though, they are also ideal 
for scullery rooms, prep kitchens and more 
traditional kitchens that reside in older 
properties. A butler sink in a scullery or prep 
kitchen for example will help when clearing 
away after large gatherings or dinner parties 
as the dishes can be tucked in the sink out of 
sight or rinsed then loaded straight into an 
dishwasher for maximum convenience.

A brief history of...

THE BUTLER SINK

Image: Hogwood House
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BEAUTIFULLY BESPOKE 
and quintessentially quirky
Back in 2021 we introduced you to an exciting new company which, 

after a relatively short time since starting up in 2018, was already 

carving out an enviable reputation for itself in the very competitive 

kitchens and interiors world.
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It was the brainchild of Joely 
Hogarty, whose skills set 
combined studying design at 
university with a degree in 
construction, and a career in 

site management. The blend of these 
abilities, with an additional spark of 
creativity which this talented individual 
brought to the whole package, led to her 
recognising a gap in the market and so 
Hogwood House was conceived.  

Now, three years after we first wrote 
about this interesting business and 
six years after its conception, we are 
catching up with Hogwood House to 
see how they’ve fared, to see what’s new 
and what’s changed.

The niche that Joely had recognised and 
that the company’s ethos was built on was to 
create a different type of business, one that 
could give its clients custom-designed kitchens 
with individual style and an all-important wow 
factor, tailored exactly to their needs, no matter 
how unusual or quirky – clients are encouraged 
to let their imaginations run freely.

The original business model was totally 
client-centred, with consultation by 
appointment-only in the studio-showroom. The 
appointment is necessary to ensure the small 
team can give their full attention to all aspects 
of a client’s design. The studio also functions 
as a modest showroom, with select kitchens 
and wardrobes to view. These are to showcase 
their work, as they are a bespoke company, so 
all items are made to order specifically for each 
client’s project, all hand-built in their factory 
workshop. 

The all-important client-centred ethos 
hasn’t changed, rather it has evolved and 

been enhanced by the natural polishing and 
perfecting that comes from several more years 
of experience. The original small team, whose 
founder members are Joely and the head of 
development, Joe Hogarty, has now grown to 
eight, with three designers, a studio assistant 
and four fitters, enabling the company to 
undertake more projects as demand increases. 

One major change has been moving to a new 
expanded studio showroom: Hogwood House 
now has superb premises in the heart of the 
thriving high street of Sandwich, which boasts 
many lively local shops and independent 

HOGWOOD HOUSE HAS STAYED 

‘ON-BRAND’ AND HAS ATTRACTED 

NEW HIGH-END CLIENTELE FROM 

A WIDER AREA. THEY NOW HAVE 

PROJECTS WHICH INCLUDE 

DOMESTIC CUSTOMERS AND 

COMMERCIAL JOBS... 
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businesses, attracting many visitors and creating 
just the right environment for the company to 
flourish.

Another change is the company becoming 
family-run. The Hogwood team has always 
had a ‘family feel’ but now it’s official, as Joely 
and Joe have married. The cementing of 
their relationship has sent positive 
ripples throughout the business. 
Joely mentions how important good 
relationships are, not just with the 
team members but also with their 
loyal customers: when she gave birth 
to daughter Murphie last year, the 
clients they were working with at the 
time became very involved and have 
taken a lasting interest. They still follow 
Murphie’s development and send her 
presents, for which her proud parents 
are very grateful!  

The company’s excellent reputation 
for creating exciting and aesthetically 
pleasing quirky combinations of retro 
and contemporary design styles, which 
blend beautifully with their bespoke 
hand-built units, and their expertise in 
mixing finishes, textures, patterns and 
exactly the right accessories, fittings, 
fixtures, and not forgetting lighting, 
has meant that Hogwood House has 
stayed ‘on-brand’ and has attracted new 
high-end clientele from a wider area. 
They now have projects which include 
domestic customers and commercial 
jobs for developers in areas like 
Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks and even 
as far afield as Wimbledon, as well as 
continuing to maintain their customer 
base closer to home.

That’s quite a lot of positive change over 
the last few years for this small but dynamic 
company, which has built on its success and is 
looking towards the future. And what are Joely’s 
hopes for times to come? 
For further information, or to make an 

appointment, visit: hogwoodhouse.co.uk.
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Say the word antique and many of us 
would come up with a few adjectives – 
like ‘old’, ‘valuable’ or even ‘dusty’! Not 
many would think of something in our 

own, or our children’s, lifetimes to have value in 
the same way.

But time ticketh on, as they say and there is 
a big trend shift that’s raising prices on items  
from the most recent few decades. The  next 
generation is clearly keen on entering the world 
of auctions, but for specific things that  their 
generation wants to collect.

There is a whole recent time-span of items that 
are reaching covetable – if not antique - status. 
(Any readers still at primary school can turn the 
page now.)

We at Canterbury Auction Galleries are seeing 
more and more of these 20th century treasures 
and our experts can see the rising importance of 
this next generation of goods and bidders in the 
market place.

Did you ever think a collection of Barbie dolls 
would fetch more than £12,000, for instance? 
Or a single Pokemon card be worth £380? 
Both are recent sale results at the Canterbury 
Auction Galleries. These days, trading cards, rare 
Swarovski figures, memorabilia from TV and 
films (Star Wars and Marvel action figures and 
toys especially) and even some Lego sets and 
Beanie Babies are really sought-after. 

There are rules of course! That battered Corgi 
James Bond car, or the  well played-with Barbie 
bearing teeth marks from the family dog, won’t 

WHEN IS ‘AN ANTIQUE’ 
NOT ANTIQUE?

Items from the recent past are reaching high prices at auction

fetch anything. Items need to have been kept 
in pristine condition or be an unopened pack 
or in their original, unbattered box as much as 
possible. 

It’s not just collectibles, modern ceramics 
and modern art are selling well too. Designer 
70s and 80s furniture – even early IKEA – and 
architectural salvage items are attracting keen 
buyers and even keener prices. 

Jewellery from well-known 20th century 
names is also rising in value. Recently, original 
Butler and Wilson items have fetched good 
prices, for instance. And you must have heard 
of the original Nike Air Jordans, that can sell for 
£30,00! Some trainers, still in their box, can fetch 
dizzy prices. 

Ceramics and glass from the recent past are 
really popular among those wanting to add 
some retro style to a contemporary home and 
the whole mid-century (50s to 60s) vibe of UK 
and European furniture is still on an upward 
trajectory.

So if you’re clearing out your grown-up child’s 
room, emptying a loft or refurbishing a period 
property – don’t throw out what YOU think has 
no value! Check with us first – you never know 
what surprises might be in store.

And lastly – if you’re tempted to start 
collecting current things that could potentially 
become collectible, such as hot new computer 
games or celebrity limited-edition sneakers, etc., 
keep them in ALL their packaging, even the 
posting box. That way they will keep their value 
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if indeed they become collectible in time. 
No one has a crystal ball however and be 

aware that many  items such as new Lego sets are 
being hoarded ‘just in case’, which could lower 
future prices. Better trust an expert. 
See www.thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com 
for how to have your items valued and to see 
past and present sale prices. 

Treasures from the sixties onwards

Jewellery:
Three vintage Butler & Wilson Brooches.  
Sold for £700

Furniture
Chrome and leather chairs by Charlotte 
Perriand. Sold for £2,200
Home décor
Whitefriars ‘Drunken Bricklayer’ Vase.  
Sold for £400
Trading cards:
Pokemon TCG - Latias + Latios.  
Sold for £380

Dolls:
Mattel Barbie Marie Antoinette. Sold for £640

Toys:
Corgi James Bond Aston Martin DB5, complete 
with original paperwork. Sold for £720

Swarovski collectibles
Swarovski Snow White collection. Sold for £640
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01227 266236 
    

07976 925224
ed.parry@me.com

www.edparryplumbingandheating.co.uk

Landlord gas safety certificates

Accredited Installer

l Boilers  
l Central Heating  
l Power Flushing

l Cookers
l Bathrooms  
l Showers

 Installation, Servicing & Repair

Ed Parry
Plumbing & Heating

l

PJ ARCHITECTURE

We are an independent interior design showroom 
selling Scandinavian furniture and homewares with 
a strong local connecti on to the Kent seaside town 
of Whitstable. We have lots of NEW furniture, 
bags, storage ideas, planters and lighti ng to 
complement your space.

66 Oxford Street, Whitstable CT5 1DG 
scandinaviantouch.co.uk  | shop@scandinaviantouch.co.uk

Opening ti mes:
Monday - Friday & Sunday 11am to 4pm   
Saturday  10am to 5pm

Sofa 
www.yggoglyng.com
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Have something to sell?
From watches, jewellery, cameras, art and antiques to  

20th Century collectibles, The Canterbury Auction Galleries  
has a strong track record in achieving London saleroom prices. 

Contact us today for a free valuation
Telephone 01227 763337  Email general@tcag.co.uk Visit thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com

Auctioneers of the rare, the collectible and the exceptional

The Canterbury Auction Galleries
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS SINCE 1911
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The key to creating a visually 
appealing and harmonious space 
lies in blending the old with the 
new. By mixing antiques with 

contemporary pieces, you can craft a unique 
aesthetic that pays homage to the past while 
embracing the present.

The beauty of contrast

One of the primary benefits of combining 
antiques with modern furniture is the striking 
contrast it creates. This juxtaposition can 
highlight the beauty of both styles, allowing 
each piece to stand out, while contributing to a 
cohesive look. For instance, placing a sleek, 

TIMELESS HARMONY
Mixing antiques with contemporary pieces for a unique aesthetic

When decorating a period home, the allure of history is undeniable. Antique pieces  

tell stories, exuding charm and character that modern replicas often lack. However,  

exclusively furnishing with antiques can sometimes feel overwhelming or outdated.
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minimalist sofa next to a Victorian-era side 
table can emphasise the ornate details of the 
antique piece while providing a fresh, clean 
canvas for the eye.

Contrast can also be achieved through colour 
and texture. An antique wooden armoire with 
rich, dark tones can serve as a stunning focal 
point against a backdrop of light, neutral walls 
and contemporary decor. Similarly, the smooth, 

MIXING ANTIQUES WITH 

MODERN PIECES ALLOWS FOR 

A HIGH DEGREE OF PERSONAL 

EXPRESSION. THIS ECLECTIC 

APPROACH GIVES YOU THE 

FREEDOM TO SHOWCASE YOUR 

UNIQUE TASTE AND PERSONALITY. 

The Canterbury Auction Galleries

thehoneycombhome.com
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polished surfaces of modern furnishings can 
beautifully offset the patina and intricate 
carvings of antiques.

Creating balance

To successfully mix antiques with modern 
pieces, balance is crucial. One effective 
approach is the 80/20 rule: dedicate 80% of 
your decor to one style and 20% to the other. 
For example, if your primary aesthetic is 
contemporary, introduce antiques as accent 
pieces. A single antique mirror, a set of vintage 
chairs, or a classical chandelier can add depth 
and interest to a predominantly modern room.
Conversely, if your home is filled with period 
details and antique furniture, infuse it with a 
few contemporary touches. Modern art, sleek 
lighting fixtures, or a chic coffee table can 
provide a refreshing contrast and prevent the 
space from feeling overly traditional.

Harmonising styles

While contrast is important, creating a sense of 
harmony between the old and new is equally 
essential. This can be achieved by finding 
common elements that tie the pieces together. 
Look for complementary colours, materials, 
and shapes that can bridge the gap between 
different styles.

For instance, if you have an antique 
mahogany dining table, consider pairing it 
with modern chairs that have wooden accents 
or similar finishes. This creates a visual link 
that unites the disparate elements. Similarly, 
a contemporary sofa with clean lines can be 
adorned with vintage-inspired cushions or 
throws to create cohesion.

Layering is another effective technique for 
harmonising styles. Combine antique rugs with 
modern furniture, or mix vintage and 

lisagilmoredesign.com
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contemporary artwork on the 
same wall. These layers add 
depth and richness to the space, 
creating a well-rounded and 
visually appealing environment.

Highlighting unique pieces

Lighting plays a crucial role 
in highlighting your antiques. 
Use strategically placed lamps 
or spotlights to accentuate the 
details of a cherished antique 
piece. This not only adds 
drama and focus, but also helps 
integrate the antique into the 
overall design scheme.

Functional integration

While aesthetics are important, 
functionality should not be 
overlooked. 

warehams.com

baghambarnantiques.com
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Integrating antiques into your daily life can 
be both practical and stylish. Repurpose 
antique furniture for modern uses – an old 
wooden chest can serve as a coffee table with 
ample storage, while a vintage dresser can be 
transformed into a chic bathroom vanity.

When selecting antiques, consider how 
they can enhance your lifestyle. Antique 
cabinets and sideboards offer excellent storage 
solutions, while vintage armchairs can provide 
comfortable seating with a touch of elegance. 
By ensuring that your antiques are not just 
decorative but also functional, you create a 
space that is both beautiful and liveable.

Personal expression

Mixing antiques with modern pieces allows 
for a high degree of personal expression. This 

eclectic approach gives you the freedom to 
showcase your unique taste and personality. 
Your home becomes a reflection of your 
journey, blending inherited heirlooms with 
contemporary finds to tell your story.

Take your time in curating your collection.  
Visit antique shops and markets to discover 
pieces that resonate with you. Pair these 
treasures with modern items that complement 
your lifestyle and aesthetic. The result will 
be a home that feels authentic, inviting, and 
uniquely yours.

By thoughtfully blending old and new, 
you can create a home that is timeless yet 
contemporary, full of character yet functional. 
Embrace the beauty of both worlds, and let your 
space tell a story that spans generations.
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THE ROLE OF  
THE FIREPLACE  
IN PERIOD HOMES
Historically the fireplace was the heart of the home, 

providing essential heat and a place for cooking. 

Today, it continues to serve as a focal point, offering 

both aesthetic charm and functional value. 

directstoves.com
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Whether you are selecting a 
new fireplace, refurbishing 
an original, or simply 
decorating for the holidays, 

understanding the role of the fireplace in 
period homes is the key to maintaining the 
character and enhancing the ambience of your 
living space.

Choosing the right fireplace for your home

When choosing a fireplace for your period 
home, it’s important to consider the 
architectural style and historical context of your 
property. Each period has distinct fireplace 
designs that complement their unique aesthetic.
For example, Georgian fireplaces often feature 
symmetrical designs with elegant mouldings 
and marble surrounds, reflecting the era’s 
classical influence. Victorian fireplaces, on the 
other hand, are known for their ornate cast 
iron inserts and intricate tilework. Edwardian 
fireplaces may blend both Victorian and Arts 
and Crafts elements, showcasing simpler lines 
with decorative accents.

To select the right fireplace, start by 
researching the architectural style of your 
home and identifying which period elements 
resonate with you. Local antique shops, 
salvage yards and architectural showrooms can 
provide inspiration and insight into the types 
of fireplaces available. Additionally, consulting 
with a restoration specialist can help ensure 
that your chosen fireplace not only matches 
the period style, but also meets modern safety 
standards.

Materials for fireplaces

The choice of materials plays a crucial role in 
defining the character and authenticity of a 
period fireplace. Traditional materials include 

stone, marble, brick and cast iron, each bringing 
its own texture, colour and feel to the room.
Stone: Stone fireplaces, particularly those made 
from limestone or sandstone, offer a rustic 
and timeless appeal. These materials are often 
associated with Tudor and country-style homes. 
Their natural textures and tones provide a 
sturdy, grounded presence in any room.
Marble: Marble was a popular choice in 
Georgian and Regency periods, valued for 
its elegant and refined appearance. Marble 
fireplaces can range from pristine white to 
richly veined varieties, adding a touch of luxury 
and sophistication.
Brick: Brick fireplaces, common in Victorian 
and industrial-era homes, bring a sense of 
warmth and tradition. The natural red and 
brown hues of brick can create a cosy, inviting 
atmosphere.
Cast Iron: Cast iron became widely used during 
the Victorian era because of its durability and 
the craftsmen’s ability to produce intricate 
designs in the material. Cast iron fireplaces 
often feature decorative motifs, tiles and 
elaborate grates, making them a focal point of 
any room.

When choosing materials, consider both 
the historical context of your home and 
the practical aspects of installation, such as 
maintenance and heat efficiency. Combining 
different materials, such as a marble surround 

TO SELECT THE RIGHT FIREPLACE, 

START BY RESEARCHING THE 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OF YOUR 

HOME AND IDENTIFYING WHICH 

PERIOD ELEMENTS RESONATE 

WITH YOU.
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with a cast iron insert, can also create a unique 
and personalised look.

Refurbishing original fireplaces

Restoring an original fireplace can be a 
rewarding project, preserving the historical 
integrity of your home while enhancing its 
charm and value. The process typically involves 

several steps, including cleaning, repairing and 

sometimes replacing damaged parts.

Cleaning: Begin by thoroughly cleaning the 

fireplace to remove soot, grime and rust. 

For stone and brick, gentle scrubbing with a 

mixture of water and mild detergent can work, 

while metal surfaces may require specialised 

chesneys.co.uk
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cleaners. Avoid harsh chemicals that could 
damage the materials.
Repairing: Inspect the fireplace for any 
structural issues or damage. Cracks in stone or 
brick can often be repaired with appropriate 
fillers, while damaged tiles may need to be 
carefully replaced. For cast iron fireplaces, 
minor rust can be removed with steel wool, but 
more significant damage might require welding 
or professional restoration.
Replacing parts: In some cases, missing or 

irreparable parts such as grates, tiles or mantels 
may need to be sourced and replaced. Look for 
salvage yards or antique dealers who specialise 
in period pieces. Custom fabrication is also an 
option if original parts are unavailable.
Consulting with a professional restorer can 
ensure that the refurbishment process respects 
the historical accuracy and integrity of the 
fireplace, maintaining its role as a central 
feature of your home.

whitstablestoveshop.co.uk
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• �Mantel decor: Start with the mantel, using 
garlands, candles and seasonal ornaments. For 
a traditional look, evergreen garlands mixed 
with berries, pinecones and fairy lights create 
a classic festive feel. Add candles in varying 
heights and styles, from vintage holders to 

Decorating for Christmas

With the festive season approaching, 
the fireplace takes on even more 
significance so here are the top 5 tips 
for maximising that yuletide glow:

modern LED options, for a warm glow.
• �Stockings: Hanging stockings is a timeless 

tradition. Choose stockings that complement 
the style of your period home, whether 
knitted, velvet, or hand-embroidered. Ensure 
they are securely fastened to avoid accidents!

anniesloan.com
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• �Fireplace Surround: Decorate the fireplace 
surround with wreaths, ribbons and seasonal 
floral arrangements. A large wreath above 
the mantel can serve as a striking focal point, 
while smaller accents around the hearth can 
add balance and charm.

• �Hearth Display: The hearth itself can 
be adorned with festive elements such as 
lanterns, baskets of firewood or a decorative 
log display. If you have a non-working 

fireplace, consider filling it with candles or 
fairy lights to create a warm, flickering effect.

• �Personal Touches: Incorporate personal 
touches like family heirlooms, vintage 
ornaments, or handmade crafts to make your 
holiday decor unique and meaningful.

By thoughtfully decorating your period 
fireplace, you can create a festive focal point 
that enhances the warmth and charm of your 
home during the holiday season.

dunelm.com
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & DECO� TOR
Apprentice served with over 40 years experience in exterior and interior decorating. References available.

Tel: 01634 235773 or 07971 871433  • garymillerdecorator@gmail.com

Whitstable Stove Shop
LOG BURNING    ✶    MULTI-FUEL    ✶   CAMP COOKING

2 Saddleton Road, CT5 4JB  Tel: 01227 266209
whitstablestoveshop.co.uk
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GET THE LOOK
Autumn style

Lenny swivel chair, £1,290,
londonroadfurniture.co.uk

Floor vase, £195,
scandinaviantouch.co.uk

Bedside cabinet, £385,
paintedfurniture.co.uk

Candle trio, £26.99,
lights4fun.co.uk

Egg tidy, £35,
vintagepieces.co.uk

Trunk, £495, oka.com

Electric oven, £1,530
rubyandjo.co.uk

Cushion, £34.50,
clickstyle.co.uk

Goblets, £60, oka.com

Mug, £6, 
marksandspencer.com

Picnic blanket, £89,
tartanblanket.co.com

Bowl, £36,
micucci.store

Lampshade, £90,
juliabrendel.com

Armchair, £995,
neptune.com

Candle, £15,
dunelm.com

Wreath, £36.99,
giselagraham.co.uk

Log basket,£150,
sophieallport.com

Pendant light,
£118.80,

darlighting.co.uk

Lamp, £70,
clickstyle.co.uk

Pendant light,Pendant light,Pendant light,
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Candle, £36,
fearlessluminosity.co.uk

Fabric, £54,
clarissahulse.com

Chair, £575,
peppermilinteriors.com

Candle holder, £17,
talkingtables.co.uk

Footstool, £530,
neptune.comHooks, £10,

funky-chunky-furniture.co.uk

Lamp, £250,
oka.com

Mirror, £130,
johnlewis.com

Candle, £9.99,
ivylinegb.co.uk

Coff ee cup, £9,
scandinaviantouch.co.uk

Hurricane vase, £85,
neptune.com

Mug, £22,
janeabbott.com

Paper napkins, £3.49,
giselagraham.co.uk

ivylinegb.co.uk

Decoration, £22.99,
lights4fun.co.uk

Bouquet boots cushion, £34.99
claire-Louise.co.uk

Pair of framed prints, £195, oka.com

lights4fun.co.uk

Door mat, £16.95, rexlondon.com

fearlessluminosity.co.ukfearlessluminosity.co.ukfearlessluminosity.co.uk

Above: Teapot, from £10; 
below: dish £21,

Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Wine cooler, £18,
Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Door mat, £16.95, rexlondon.com

Copperfi elds of Whitstable

Copperfi elds of Whitstable
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CGS BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD
Insect � yscreens now supplied and installed 
for residential and commercial properties

NEW MATERIALS  
FINANCE OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE
• Huge choice 
• FREE quotations

Tel: 01227 278643
146 Tankerton Road, 
Whitstable CT5 2AW

www.cgsblinds.co.uk

Established 1988

Tel: 01227 277033 | www.supermaids.co.uk | info@supermaids.co.uk

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES LTD
Regular or One-off  Cleaning 

Homes and Holiday Lets

End of  Tenancy

Moving Cleans

Spring Cleans

Professional, Friendly, Reliable Service

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION
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Period homes hold a unique 
charm, characterised by their 
timeless beauty and historical 
significance. Owning a period 
home is like being the custodian 

of a piece of history. However, maintaining and 
enhancing these properties requires thoughtful 
care and a keen eye for detail. Whether you’re 
planning to sell or simply want to enrich your 
living environment, adding value to your period 
home can be achieved through various strategic 
approaches…

ADD VALUE 
to your period property

RESTORING ORIGINAL FEATURES

Restoring original features is one of the most 
effective ways to add value to your period 
home. These elements not only enhance 
the aesthetic appeal but also preserve the 
historical integrity of the property.

Fireplace: The fireplace often serves as the 
focal point in period homes. Restoring it to 
its former glory can enhance the character of 
your living space. Take a look at our article 
starting on page 51 for more detail.

Whether or not you plan to sell in the near future, it always pays to  
make good choices when it comes to improving your period property.  

We look at the key areas worth investing in.

neptune.com
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Front door: The front door offers people their 
first impression of your home. Restoring an 
original door can dramatically enhance curb 
appeal. Strip away layers of old paint to reveal 
the wood beneath, then sand and refinish it to 
showcase its natural beauty. Adding period-
appropriate hardware, such as brass knockers 
and handles, can further enhance its charm.

Using paint to create an authentic feel:

Paint is a powerful tool in creating an authentic 

period feel in your home. Choosing the right 
colours and finish can evoke the style of the era 
in which your home was built.

Colour schemes: Research the typical colour 
palettes of your home’s period. Georgian 
homes, for instance, often featured soft, muted 
tones like sage green, dusky blue and warm 
neutrals. Victorian homes favoured richer, 
deeper colours such as burgundy, forest green, 
and mustard yellow. By using historically 

Flooring: Original flooring, whether hardwood, stone, or tile, can 
significantly increase the value of your home. If your floors are 
covered with modern materials, consider uncovering and restoring 
the original flooring underneath. Sanding and refinishing wooden 
floors can bring back their natural beauty. For stone or tile, 
professional cleaning and sealing can rejuvenate their appearance.  
(photo: reclaimedflooring.co.uk)
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accurate colours, you can create a cohesive and 
authentic look.

Finishes: The type of paint finish is equally 
important. Matte and eggshell finishes were 
commonly used in period homes, offering 
a more subdued and authentic appearance 
compared to modern high-gloss finishes. 
Additionally, consider using traditional paint 
types, such as lime wash or distemper, which 
were popular in earlier centuries.

Details: Pay attention to the details, such as 
mouldings, trims, and ceilings. Painting these 
elements in contrasting or complementary 
colours can highlight architectural features and 
add depth to your rooms.

TIDYING THE GARDEN

A well-maintained garden not only enhances 
the beauty of your home but also adds 
significant value. The garden should reflect 
the style and period of your property, creating 
a seamless transition from the exterior to the 
interior.

Photo: Gary Miller Decorations

Photo: thegardencreative.com
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Heating systems: Upgrade your heating system to a more 
efficient model. Consider installing a modern boiler or 
underfloor heating, which can be more energy-efficient and 
discreet. Retain original radiators if possible, as they can often 
be refurbished and re-integrated into a modern heating system.

Cast iron radiators: The Victorian House is your go-to source for bespoke items that add a 
touch of Victorian elegance to your property. The stunning Low to the Ground Victorian 
Radiators, are a perfect blend of classic design and modern functionality. Their products are 
handcrafted with care and precision, ensuring that each one is a unique piece of art that will 
add timeless elegance to your home. (Photo: thevictorianhouse.co.uk)
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Making the property energy-efficient

While preserving historical authenticity is 
crucial, modern homeowners also value energy 
efficiency. Upgrading your period home to 
be more energy efficient can add value and 
improve comfort without compromising its 
character. It’s essential to consult an expert 
when improving your home’s energy efficiency: 
especially if your property is a listed building.

Insulation: Proper insulation is essential for 
maintaining a comfortable indoor temperature 
and reducing energy costs. Consider adding 
insulation to the attic, walls, and floors. Use 
materials that are sympathetic to the building’s 
fabric, such as sheep’s wool or cellulose, which 
are breathable and less likely to cause issues.

Windows: Original windows are highly 
prized features that beautiful, and where they 
are intact you should make every effort to 
preserve them. Even if they are in a poor state 
of repair, you will be surprised at the difference 
a professional restoration can make. Refurbish 
existing windows by repairing any damaged 
frames, replacing broken panes, and adding 
weather stripping. If replacement is necessary, 
choose a company with expertise in heritage 
and listed buildings that embrace sustainable 
timber sourcing.

Research the era it was built in

Understanding the historical context of your 
period home is essential for making informed 

restoration and decoration choices. Researching 
the era in which your home was built can 
provide valuable insights and inspiration.

Architectural style: Identify the architectural 
style of your home and its defining 
characteristics. This knowledge can guide 
your restoration efforts and help you make 
authentic design decisions. Resources such as 
architectural history books, online databases, 
and local heritage organisations can be 
invaluable.

Historical records: Explore historical records, 
such as old maps, photographs, and building 
plans, to uncover details about your home’s 
original features and layout. Local archives, 
libraries, and historical societies often hold 
these records and can offer fascinating insights 
into your home’s past.

ADDING VALUE TO YOUR PERIOD 

HOME INVOLVES A THOUGHTFUL 

BLEND OF RESTORATION, 

MODERNISATION, AND  

HISTORICAL RESEARCH.

Photo: dolmenjoinery.co.uk
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Extend your space: Though the most 
expensive way to add value, extending will 
yield the biggest return on your investment. 
It can also make a huge difference to your life 
at home, as even just adding a very modest 
extension can transform the usability of a 
space. The best options for increasing value 
are enlarging the kitchen to create a family-
friendly room with access to the garden.

Adding value to your period home 
involves a thoughtful blend of restoration, 
modernisation, and historical research. 
By restoring original features, you can enhance 
both the aesthetic and monetary value of your 
home. Embrace the journey of preserving and 
enhancing your period property, and enjoy the 
unique charm and character that it brings to 
your life.

Photo: atpalmer.co.uk
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At Whitstable Granite, we believe that the right granite products can really enhance the 
interior of your home. Granite/quartz can be used in the home for a variety of projects in 
the kitchen, bathroom, fireplaces and hearths and of course in your outdoor dining space.

Tel: 07563 748045
www.whitstablegranite.co.uk  | whitstablegranite@gmail.com
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M SHIRLEY 
For beautiful bathrooms

Expert in fitting, tiling  
and  renovations 

Specialising in bathroom 
renovation, including tiling, 
plumbing and decorating.  
Also home maintenance  

and renovation undertaken  
within the mid-Kent area. 

Free quotations available
All work fully insured

07565 843931

email: martin10.shirley@gmail.com
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GLORIOUS GEORGIAN
In this issue we take a look at Georgian homes. The houses built during this time are 

typically elegant, formal and symmetrical. They’re also the most in-demand style in the UK. 

Probably one of the most famous examples is London’s 10 Downing Street.

Here at Conservation News our aim 
over many years has been to bring 
our readers interesting, inspiring 
and informative articles on many 

subjects, whilst keeping in mind that our 
focus is on period properties, as we know that 

some of our most fortunate readers are owners 
and custodians of our rich stock of historic 
buildings, and that they undertake responsibility 
for safeguarding our valuable heritage by 
conservation and renovation, thereby ensuring a 
lasting legacy for generations to come.
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We should be very grateful for the care and 
attention they lavish on their projects, and how 
seriously they embark on acquiring historical 
knowledge that allows them to sympathetically 
restore and conserve effectively. However, that 
knowledge doesn’t come easily to everyone. 
We’re well aware that in covering all the projects 
that we have described over the years, we trot 
out terms like Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian 
and others which assume an understanding 

of periodic differentiators and references to 
styles. So, we’ve decided to embark on a series 
of articles over the forthcoming issues that will 
hopefully help our readers to identify a few key 
features and enable them to understand some 
basic terminology.

We’ve chosen one of our favourites to start: 
it’s a period synonymous with elegance and 
symmetrical design based on classical principles 
that, once you become familiar with them, will 
allow you to recognise a building as Georgian. 

@georgiantownhouse.honoroak
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Welcome to our ‘Glorious Georgian’  

period property guide

Georgian architecture became the predominant 
fashion in building style in the early 1700s 
throughout the English-speaking world. The 
Georgian era covers the period between 1714 
to 1837, which encompasses the reigns of 
Georges I, II, III and IV, and also the short 
time William IV was on the throne in England 
ending with his death in 1837. It was a time of 
major change culturally, socially and politically, 
due to the expanding British Empire which later 
established Britain as the primary industrialised 
nation in the world. It’s difficult not to get 
bogged down in the vast global changes 
happening at this time and go off at a tangent, 
but we must focus on the purpose of this article 
and return to our subject here: what typifies 
Georgian properties and what makes them 
unique? 

Symmetrical facades

Georgian town houses were typically flat-
fronted, built from brick or stone and 
sometimes covered with stucco render; three 
to four storeys high, with a wood-panelled 
central front door as a main entrance that 
would be accessed by a flight of steps. The roof 
was sometimes hipped, which means it sloped 
upwards from the sides of the building with 
some embellishments and ornate decorations 
like dentils, cornices and mouldings. 
Sometimes the roof would be hidden behind a 
low wall or parapet at the front of the building, 
which would hide from street level the smaller 
windows of the servants’ quarters on the upper 
floor.

The all-important symmetry was inspired 
by the Italian Renaissance architect Andrea 
Palladio, who had been heavily influenced by 

the classical architecture of Greece and Rome 
that used the Golden Ratio to govern the 
relationship between the width of a building 
and its height. Georgian architects readily 
adopted Palladio’s ideas and a resurgence of 
Palladian or Neo-Classical style became all the 
rage and dominated the early Georgian period.

Fenestration (windows)

Symmetry applied to the size, shape and 
placement of the windows in a Georgian 
building. They are almost always rectangular, 
multi-pane sash windows, most with six to 
eighteen panes, where the height is six times 
the width, maintaining classic proportions. As 
a general rule of thumb, the first two floors’ 
windows are taller and grander, allowing in 
more light, as this was the principal living 
accommodation of the residence. The higher 
up the building, the smaller the windows, 
possibly even becoming square on the topmost 
floor where this was usually the servants’ 
accommodation. 

The Main entrance

As previously mentioned, the main entrance 
to the Georgian house would be in the front 
façade, centred in the symmetrical layout as a 
real focal point. This was a wooden panelled 
door with a semi-circular fanlight or transom 
(horizontal) window above, which would allow 
extra light to flood into the reception area or 
hallway.

This was accessed by a short flight of steps 
leading up to the entrance which would be for 
the residents and ‘posh’ visitors. Servants or 
tradespeople would have a separate entrance 
– see ‘the Area’ below. The main entrance was 
accentuated by making it as ornate as possible; 
it was common to have columns or pilasters 
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(flat columns) either side of the 
door, on top of which would rest a 
pediment – a triangular, decorative 
section. The classical influence really 
tells in these additions, which look 
like they are straight out of ancient 
Greece or Rome. The all-important 
symmetrical design rules were much 
easier to adhere to if the house was 
detached, allowing the entrance to 
be at the front and centred. However, 
space was at a premium, so many 
terraced houses were built, jamming 
as many tall and narrow houses as 
possible into a street.

Georgian doors

It will come as no surprise that 
Georgian doors feature four to eight 
symmetrically arranged panels. 
Most often they are embellished 
with mouldings and typically ‘raised 
and fielded’, which means the panel 
is raised up from its outer edges. 
The use of high-quality woods like 
mahogany or oak was preferred as these are 
durable and allowed scope for carving and 
decorative detailing. A quick mention on 
door colours: these changed throughout the 
Georgian period, which lasted over 100 years, 
as one might expect and were influenced by the 
fashions of the time. Some say they favoured 
bold blues and reds; others suggest that muted 
greys or creams with pastel shades became very 
popular throughout the Regency period of the 
Georgian era. Another source has suggested 
bright red or black are the right way to go for 
an authentic Georgian front door. I guess we 
should look no further than that very famous 
and iconic Georgian-style front door that we 

are all familiar with – No.10 Downing Street is 
typical, painted a smart black with simple and 
tasteful brass furniture.  

The area, or tradesman’s entrance

Most Georgian houses, apart from the lowliest, 
had a basement or ‘below stairs’ part which 
was the main service area where the hard work 
of running the house was carried out by the 
servants. It housed a kitchen, scullery, pantry 
and storage areas. These basements were 
usually accessed by stairs leading down into an 
excavated space called the Area, which usually 
led into the kitchen. It was the ‘tradesman’s 
entrance’. There would be storage areas for coal 
underneath the pavement, which would allow 
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the main fuel source for running the house to 
be delivered directly via a circular cast iron 
hole. Interestingly, if you glance downwards 
these can still be seen in some pavements, 
revealing the history of the Georgian era in 
many streets today.  

Interior spaces

The all-important symmetrical and balanced 
design was fundamental throughout the 
interior space of the Georgian home as well. 
Regular-shaped rooms with high ceilings 
created airy spaces that were flooded with light 
from the tall and elegant windows, especially 
on the principal floors occupied by the 
family, or residents’ rooms. The classical style 
ornamentation used on the exterior was echoed 
inside with cornices, coving, mouldings and 
elaborate ceiling roses tastefully embellishing 
the most important rooms to add a sense of 
grandeur and to impress visitors. Interior doors 
would also be symmetrically panelled and 
moulded in a similar style to the exterior door. 

Wall panelling

The use of wooden panelling on walls was 
widespread in the Georgian home. Typically, 
panels would be partial, from the skirting board 
up to dado height, with the wall above painted. 
The main reason for this was to protect the 
walls from furniture scrapes. The panels would 
elegantly match the symmetrical design used 
elsewhere in the property.

Fireplaces

One of the most important features, and 
the focal point in any room, is of course the 
fireplace, and Georgian buildings were no 
exception. They would feature a basket grate 
and cast-iron back plate. The elegant fireplace 
surround would be a chance to really show 

off, maximising the centrepiece of the room 
by creating in some cases what looks like 
something reminiscent of an ancient Roman 
temple, sometimes with decorative fluted 
pilasters topped with Ionic capitals. These could 
be joined by a central horizontal tablet that 
may be used to incorporate decorative motifs 
like classical Grecian urns, festoons and foliage. 
The materials that were used reflected just 
how important a feature the fire surround was, 
usually made from statuary marble, sometimes 
with contrasting coloured marble inlaid. 
Particularly well-known examples are by the 
famous Robert Adam, who developed a style 
of creating decorative ornamentation on flat 
surfaces which has been much emulated and 
still resonates today. 

Staircases

One final and very crucial feature of the 
Georgian house is the staircase. Prior to this 
period, staircases were typically standard and 
rather heavy wooden affairs; but as the century 
moved on, new and exciting architectural 
influences were adopted by builders of the 
period. The staircase became a statement piece 
and focal point of the property, as it was an 
opportunity to wow visitors as soon as they 
crossed the threshold.

The main materials used were stone for 
the steps and wood for other components. 
However, as previously mentioned, this period 
stretches well over a hundred years so there 
were marked differences throughout the era. 
Staircases were either made with straight lines 
or elegant long sweeping curves, accentuated 
by ornate and beautiful decorative handrails 
usually made from mahogany in the wealthiest 
households. Cheaper softwoods like pine would 
be stained to imitate more expensive 
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hardwoods. Balusters were of ornamentally 
turned wood and were slimmer and more 
elegant, usually painted white, although later 
the use of wrought iron as a material for 
balusters became more common, and later on 
still cast iron was the norm. 

Of course, this guide won’t make you an 
instant expert, and it’s not a definitive guide 

to Georgian architecture as there is so 
much more to know about the period that 
we wouldn’t have space for it all here; but 
if we’ve clarified some points for you, or 
piqued your interest to find out more and 
do your own research, then that’s all to 
the good. Next time we’ll be looking at the 
Victorian era.
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, 

 

 

 

Bespoke policies 
offered, including:
•  Non-Standard Construction
•  Listed Buildings
•  Adverse Flood and Subsidence History
•  High Value Homes and Contents

We have over 25 years experience in the 
Specialist Home Insurance Market, so give 
us a ring and get your personally tailored 
quote now!

GSI Insurance Services (Southern) Ltd
118 John Wilson Business Park
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 3QY

Tel: 01227 772 775

Save on your home insurance

Your Specialist Home Insurance Broker

NON FERROUS METAL RECYCLING & WASTE HANDLING

www.johnbutcherbros.co.uk 
info@johnbutcherbros.co.uk

JOHN BUTCHER BROS

■ Fast effi cient turnaround
■ Immediate cleared funds via BACS
■ Collections available for larger quantities

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES
Open to the public & trade
Mon – Fri, 8am - 5pm
Sat, 8am - 12 noon

We pay competitive prices for 
all the following grades:

• Copper  • Brass 
• Lead • Copper tanks
• Aluminium • Cables 
• Stainless steel
• Silver • Gold

Unit 12, Canterbury Ind Park, Island Road, Hersden, Canterbury CT3 4HQ

TEL: 01227 713850
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Canterbury Roo� ng is a family-run business with over 
35 years’ experience working in Kent and surrounding 
areas. We have vast experience of conservation and other 
roo� ng works.

■ Gu� ering ■  Flat roo� ng

■  Velux and sky lights ■  Conservation work

■  Tiling ■  Pointing and chimney work

■  Slating ■  Lead work

SPECIALISTS IN ROOFING

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

AND TO CONTACT US:

www.canterburyroo� ng.com

Call Chris 07976 325520 

or Saul 07878 194378

info@canterburyroo� ng.com
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Tel 01795 890822 or 07710 141377 
email:info@glencharterthatching.co.uk
www.glencharterthatchingkent.co.uk

Quality thatching in reed and straw
Houses to barns and garden buildings.  

All your thatching requirements catered for.
Free quotations and advice
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Dolphin Cottage sits proudly at the 
top of Alfred Square in Deal, and 
has three street-facing elevations. 
The property is Grade II listed, 

and is just over 4 metres wide and 6 metres 
tall. It was built mainly in yellow stocks, with 
gauged red rubbers over the windows and front 
door. The side wall beyond the garden gate was 
built with red bricks. Originally built in the late 
18th century using a lime-based ash mortar, 
it was repointed with cement during the 20th 

BRICK BY BRICK
Is it possible to make substantial repairs to the brickwork of a listed property  

in a conservation area without compromising the historical integrity of the building?   

Charles Reilly of Georgian Brickwork, based near Canterbury, explains…

CASE STUDY: DOLPHIN COTTAGE, DEAL

century, but when we first visited in 2023 both 
the brickwork and the mortar were showing 
signs of decay. Georgian Brickwork supported 
conversations between the homeowner and 
the local Conservation Officer to ensure that a 
sympathetic programme of repairs could take 
place.

At our initial visit to Dolphin Cottage in July 
2023, we found evidence of brick decay across 
all elevations. Some of the decline was due to 
natural deterioration over time; however, 
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THE SUCCESSFUL RESTORATION 

OF DOLPHIN COTTAGE IS THE 

RESULT OF COLLABORATION 

BETWEEN THE HOMEOWNER, 

THE CONSERVATION OFFICER  

AND GEORGIAN BRICKWORK.
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there were also signs of the cement mortar 
joints exacerbating the problem. The three first 
floor gauged arches had been rendered and 
painted. The two ground floor gauged arches 
were unrendered and both needed repair.  In 
addition, there was evidence of movement on 
both the side elevations, towards the front of the 
building. 

Following our visit, we recommended a 
programme of brick repairs and sympathetic 
repointing to address the deterioration and 
damage, plus work to stabilise and repair cracks, 
and repairs to the ground floor gauged arches. 

The homeowner led the application for 
Listed Building Consent (LBC), with Georgian 
Brickwork providing method statements and 
annotated photographs showing the areas to be 
repaired, and attending meetings with the local 
Conservation Officer. As is common, there was a 
large amount of paperwork involved in seeking 
and gaining LBC.  There was also a slight Catch 

22 element, with some decisions being unable to 
be confirmed by the Conservation Officer until 
the scaffold was erected, and the homeowner 
being understandably reluctant to put up the 
scaffold until he had secured LBC. Nevertheless, 
a combination of patience and professionalism 
from all parties resulted in an acceptable way 
forward and LBC was granted in December 
2023.

The consent was subject to the discharge of 
specific conditions that necessitated a site visit 
from the Conservation Officer once the scaffold 
was up (and shortly before work began) to assess 
and approve the repointing areas. Additionally, 
Georgian Brickwork was asked to create a 
sample panel showing the type of mortar and 
finish that would be used. In this instance, the 
local Conservation Officer was exceedingly 
helpful in not only scheduling a site visit very 
quickly, but also signing off on the application 
for the Discharge of Conditions in record time.

Finally, in early May 2024, we were ready to 
begin the painstaking process of removing the 
cement mortar from the approved areas. In the 
hands of an inexperienced contractor the poor 
use of tools can result in damage to the bricks, 
but the Georgian Brickwork team uses a specific 
methodology that reduces the risk of damage.

Once the mortar joints were raked out and 
cleaned, we moved on to brick repairs. Minor 
repairs can be done in situ, but where the face 
of an individual brick was beyond repair it 
was turned or replaced. The next task was to 
correct the vertical cracks running through 
the brickwork on each corner. To address this 
issue, we installed Helifix bars: these lengths of 
stainless steel provide a hidden structural repair. 
They are a good solution on a listed property to 
strengthen and stabilise cracked brickwork.
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Having carried out all the preparation 
and remedial work, we were finally ready to 
repoint, using the ash mortar mix that had 
been approved as part of the LBC process. The 
Conservation Officer had also noted that the 
original lime mortar joint had a ruled line, so 
we recreated this finish on our repointed areas 
to help them blend in.

Finally, the parapet brickwork was toned 
down and all elevations were soot-washed to 
create a more consistent aesthetic across the 
building. Once the scaffold had been removed, 
the gauged arches above the front door and 
ground floor window were repaired and the 
courtyard garden wall was also repaired. 

The successful restoration of Dolphin 
Cottage is the result of collaboration between 
the homeowner, the Conservation Officer 
and Georgian Brickwork. Each party had a 
slightly different perspective: the Conservation 
wanting minimum intervention; the 
homeowner wanting to do whatever was 
deemed necessary to resolve the current 
problems, create a pleasing visual finish and 
secure the future of the building; and Georgian 
Brickwork wanting a similar outcome plus 
the professional challenge of sympathetically 
restoring the brickwork so that the repairs were 
barely noticeable. Although the process was 
protracted, the determination, persistence and 
professionalism of all involved has resulted in 
a sensitive restoration of a prominent listed 
building in a much-loved part of town.  

If you have a historic home in need of 
sensitive repairs and restoration, contact 
Georgian Brickwork georgianbrickwork.co.uk, 
info@georgianbrickwork.co.uk or call 
Charlie on 07732 975 349.

DID YOU KNOW?

When the joints between bricks are filled 
with impermeable cement, the rainwater 
being absorbed by the bricks cannot 
escape. If the bricks become sodden 
in cold wet weather, the water within 
them will freeze and expand, causing the 
affected bricks to crack. 

By contrast, a lime-based mortar is 
softer and more permeable, allowing 
moisture to naturally evaporate out of the 
bricks and the mortar joints.

Are you thinking of carrying out brick 
repairs to your listed property? Are you 
aware that some repairs may need Listed 
Building Consent (LBC)?

Here are Georgian Brickwork’s tips

• Plan ahead, as getting consent takes 
time and reputable contractors carrying 
out specialist restoration work tend to be 
booked up months in advance.

• Understand that there is a difference 
between minor ‘like-for-like’ repairs 
where LBC may not be needed, and more 
extensive ‘like-for-like’ repair projects 
such as repointing a whole elevation, 
where the Conservation Officer is much 
more likely to want to be involved.

• Remember, the cheapest quote may 
be good for your bank account but may 
not give you the best outcome for your 
historic home. Seek quotes from several 
contractors and ask to see examples of 
their work, or ask them to create a sample 
panel so that you can see the finish they 
can achieve.
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• Once you have appointed a contractor, 
seek their support in securing LBC, for 
example method statements, mortar mix, 
sample panels, preliminary meetings with 
the Conservation Officer.

• Be prepared to compromise. Even 
though you may feel it would make sense 
to repoint the whole property whilst the 
scaffold is up, most Conservation Officers 
start with the principle of ‘minimum 
intervention’, so if an area of cement 
pointing is not damaging the bricks, they 
may not consent to it being removed purely 
for practicalities or aesthetics.

Examples of other projects Georgian Brickwork 
has been involved in.
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Paul Terry Joinery
www.paulterryjoinery.com

Phone: 07725 306683   Email: joinery12@icloud.com
Unit 27, Birnam Business Centre, Hammill Road, Woodnesborough, Sandwich  CT13 0PR

QUALITY MATERIALS 
AND WORKMANSHIP

CUSTOMISED TO YOUR
EXACT REQUIREMENTS

TRADITIONAL 
JOINERY SPECIALIST
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SERVICES

• Lime mortar pointing

•  Brick and stone 

replacement

•  Structural crack 

repairs & remedial 

wall ties 

•  Natural damp 

proofing

•  Professional brick 

and stone cleaning

•  Render removal  

to allow masonry  

to breathe

www.prestigebrickwork.co.uk

email: prestigebrickworkkent@gmail.com

Tel: 01227 908563 or 07954 409840

ABOUT US

Prestige Brickwork is a Canterbury based restoration company that specialises in the 

conservation of period properties throughout Kent. We offer all types of expert brickwork 

repairs and repointing. We are specialists in working with lime mortar. 

All of our staff members are fully committed to providing you with a stress free service. Our 

tradesmen are professional and are experts in bringing the beauty of your home back to life.

RESTORATION & CONSERVATION
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BESPOKE ARCHITECTUR AL JOINERY
ENGLISH VERNACUL AR CARPENTRY | HANDMADE KITCHENS

PERIOD DOORS AND WINDOWS | SUSTAINABLE T IMBER SOURCING

WOODCHURCH – KENT

dolmenjoinery.co.uk | projects@dolmenjoinery.co.uk | 01708 732 813 | 01233 746 301 |  @dolmenconservation

www.fjwilliamsjoinery.co.uk
info@fjwilliamsjoinery.co.uk

01795 521650
60 London Road

Teynham
nr. Sittingbourne
Kent ME9 9QM 

WINDOWS | DOORS | STAIRCASES | CONSERVATORIES & MUCH MORE
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| Employed Skilled Workforce

| Renovations & Extensions 

| Conversions & Alterations

| Design & Build   

T: 01233 770077

Smarden Business Estate, TN27 8QL

A.T. Palmer Ltd
Restoration Specialists Est.1949

atpalmer.co.uk

OVER 70 YEARS IN BUSINESS

ATPalmerWT248.indd   1 06/12/2022   09:59
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■ IPAF Operated & self  hire 
■  Flexible hire starting from 

half-day operated
■  Tracked platforms with 

low ground pressure 
■   Narrow access through standard 

garden gates (795mm wide)
■  Scaff old free approach 
■  5 star Google reviews

Tel: 01227 770149  • Mobile: 07488 354005
info@upandoutplatforms.co.uk
upandoutplatforms.co.uk
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CHECKLIST:  
• Look for signs of beetle infestation 
• Note timbers that have been cut or altered 
• Tackle rot and decay 
• Check timber is not taking up moisture 
• Deal with damp problems at source

Look out for evidence of woodworm, which 
can be treated using insecticide. If the beam 
plays a structural role and has been significantly 
damaged by infestation, you’ll need to call in 
a structural engineer to evaluate the extent of 
the damage and advise on what repairs will be 
needed.

To reinstate a rustic look, strip back and 
remove paint or glossy finishes from the 
timber. Whichever product you are using as 
a paint stripper, be sure to test it on a small 
area of wood to make sure it works effectively 

and doesn’t damage the grain. Sanding is also 
effective, but this can be time-consuming and 
messy. Once the beams have been stripped 
back, they can be finished with a wood stain, 
varnish or oil.

Regular cleaning is an essential preventive 
measure to keep your wood beams in great 
condition. By removing dirt and dust regularly, 
you prevent them from settling and potentially 
causing damage over time.

When cleaning wood beams, it is important 
to use the right tools and techniques to avoid 
causing any harm. Soft brushes or microfibre 
cloths are ideal for gently removing dirt and 
dust without scratching the surface of the 
wood. Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive 
cleaners, as they can strip the protective finish 
and damage the wood.

HOW TO... MAINTAIN TIMBER BEAMS

Few historic features can infuse a property with quite as much wow factor as timber beams. 
You’ll find exposed ceiling joists in a host of properties, from medieval barn conversions to 
cottages built in the 1900s. Exposing the unique character of the timber may involve removing 
paint and finishes that have been slapped on top, or even carrying out more involved repairs.
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● Ecclesiastical work ● Flint work
● Heritage brickwork ● Lime pointing/render
● Fully insured ● New builds & extensions
● All work quoted for ● Traditionally trained craftsmen

Tel: 07856 266795
e-mail: conservation-construction@outlook.com

Smarden Business Estate, Smarden, Ashford TN27 8QL
Tel: 01233 770373  email: info@ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

www.ashsca� oldingltd.co.uk

Conservation 
Sca� olding Specialists
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Kent Peg Tiling & Listed Building Specialists.
Conservation and renovation specialists.

High quality work by experienced craftsman.
National Avard Winning Company.

01797 270 268 | kentpegs.com

A reputation built on quality 
craftsmanship and service

KarlTerryWT210.indd   1 19/07/2019   12:24
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CONSERVATION NEWS
      Spring 2023  • Complimentary   West Kent & The Weald

PERIOD HOMES    ●   RENOVATION   ●   INTERIORS   ●  GARDENS  ●  FOOD

Creating a
BOOT ROOM

A warm welcome
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR HALLWAY

CONSERVATION NEWS
      Autumn 2023  • Complimentary   Kent

PERIOD HOMES    ●   RENOVATION   ●   INTERIORS   ●  GARDENS  ●  FOOD

AUTUMN
decorating trends

The versatility of
KITCHEN ISLANDS

CONSERVATION NEWS
      Summer 2023  • Complimentary   West Kent & The Weald

PERIOD HOMES    ●   RENOVATION   ●   INTERIORS   ●  GARDENS  ●  FOOD

GORGEOUS
Garden buildings
Bespoke design
YOUR UNIQUE HOME

CONSERVATION NEWS
      Winter 2022  • Complimentary   Kent

PERIOD HOMES    ●   RENOVATION   ●   INTERIORS   ●  GARDENS  ●  FOOD

Creating a
FOCAL POINT

Choosing 
a bath tub 

for your period home

CONSERVATION NEWS
PERIOD HOMES    ●   RENOVATION   ●   INTERIORS   ●  GARDENS  ●  FOOD

NEVER MISS A COPY
Take out a subscription and we’ll deliver every issue direct to your door. 

Visit conservationnews.co.uk
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CALL   01233 732179          VISIT orlestoneoak.co.uk

O A K  F R A M E D  B U I L D I N G S D E C K I N G C L A D D I N G

Bespoke Flooring
L O N G  &  W I D E   .   P R O D U C E D  I N  K E N T   .   F I N I S H E D  B Y  H A N D

For more information on pricing or fitting, or to place an order

J O I N E RY

OrlestoneOakWT252.indd   1 04/04/2023   10:36
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Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. 
Registered office 5 Eclipse Park, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3EN. Authorised  
and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under no. 608279.

With offices across Kent and London,  
we provide specialist legal services for  
individuals and businesses in the Southeast.

+ Contracts & Transactions
+ Conveyancing
+ Employment
+ Family
+ Licensing
+ Probate
+ Property
+ Tax & Estate Planning
+ Wills

To find out how we can help,  
call us on 01622 698000
or email enquiries@wmlaw.uk

whitehead-monckton.co.uk

Supporting communities  
in Kent since 1781.

2128_Whitehead Monckton_Conservation News West Kent & The Weald_Advert.indd   12128_Whitehead Monckton_Conservation News West Kent & The Weald_Advert.indd   1 26/08/2022   15:1026/08/2022   15:10
Conservation News template.indd   94Conservation News template.indd   94 02/09/2024   18:4802/09/2024   18:48



95Autumn 2024 • CONSERVATION NEWS	  www.conservationnews.co.uk

On the 23rd January 2025,  
Neil Glover, Pete Ross,  

Nick Southwood and Darren Smith 
will row an incredible 3,200 miles 

from Lanzarote in the Canary Islands, 
to Antigua. This journey will be as 

part of the annual Atlantic Dash and 
it is entirely unsupported. No support 
boat sailing alongside, no helicopters 
hovering above, no magical drones 

dropping food supplies... just four men, 
alone in a specially design ocean rowing 
boat, carrying everything they will need 

for the next couple of months.

PLEASE DONATE
Pete Ross will be raising funds  

for Evelina London  
Children’s Healthcare

To donate scan the QR code

Sponsorship
opportunity

The team is looking for 
a business/corporate 

sponsor. Visit 
https://rowforit.co.uk

for more details
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The best of Kent’s food and drink experiences including restaurants, bars, cafés, 
pubs, farm shops, delis, butchers and markets, as well as recipes and local produce.

(Photos: macknade.com; whitstableharbourgin.co.uk; alkhamcourt.co.uk; duckandblade.co.uk) 

eat,
drink,
buy local

support Kent 
businessses
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sam’s
free range turkeys

Our turkeys are reared to the highest 

welfare standards, and are free to 

range the meadow and grassland 

which makes up nearly four acres of 

land. 

Traditionally prepared by hand,having 

hung for a minimum of 14 days, 

your turkey is guaranteed to be of 

the highest quality and oven-ready 

for your special day. Our birds are 

available either whole or as a crown. 

ORDER NOW
Tel: 07742 667491

Wey Street Farm

Faversham ME 13 9JB

email: info@samsturkeys.co.uk

www.samsturkeys.co.uk
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CHILHAM SHOP
Farm shop & plant centre 

Canterbury Road, Chilham CT4 8DX
Tel: 01227 730348  |  chilhamshop.co.uk

 LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Serving Chilham and the surrounding villages for over 40 years with a wide range of fresh, fruit, vegetables, cut 

� owers, garden plants as well as a good selection of general groceries, dairy, bakery, frozen foods and much more.

Mon to Sat: 8:30am to 6pm  Sun: 9am to 5pm. We also run Chilham Post O�  ce.

Wreaths and 
Christmas 

Fayre

www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk   email: info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk
Lower Hardres Farm, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 5NU   Tel: 01227 700947

LOWER HARDRES
FARM SHOP

● In-house butchery

●  Free-range geese; chickens; 
local game, pork, beef and lamb

● Fresh local produce

●  Fruit, vegetables and salad, 
sourced as locally as possible

● Cheese and deli products

● Stockist of The Chai Stop fi nest curries

● Seasoned logs, coal and kindling

● Skinners dog food; bird food

● Local wines and ciders

FARM SHOP

Christmas 
orders being 

taken
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  OPENING TIMES
Lunch: Tue - Sun 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings: Tue - Mon 6pm - 9.30pm

41 Harbour Street, Whitstable CT5 1AH   Tel: 01227 265337
www.birdiesrestaurant.co.uk

Birdies is one of Whitstable’s oldest family run restaurants, serving brilliant 
locally caught fresh fi sh features alongside great French classics.

COME AND DINE WITH 
US AT OUR NEWLY 

EXTENDED BAR AND 
RESTAURANT

Now taking Christmas bookingsNow taking Christmas bookingsNow taking Christmas bookings
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It’s slightly intimidating cooking for your father-in-law, but Bryan is a no-fuss kind of bloke –  
so it’s not surprising this is his favourite meal. You can use the steak of your choice, but my 

favourites are scotch or rump due to their fat content, as this is where the flavour is.  
Grass-finished beef tends to have less marbling and fat coverage and has a yellow tinge to it.
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METHOD

Bring a saucepan of salted water to the boil and drop in the potatoes. 
Return to the boil before reducing the heat to a steady simmer for 12 
minutes. Drain, and lightly toss them in the colander to ‘rough up’ the 
surface of the potato. Place in a container (uncovered) and freeze for 
1–2 hours. 

Once the potatoes have chilled, preheat the oven to 220°C (425°F). 
Place the olive oil in a baking dish with the dried rosemary and put in 
the oven for 5 minutes before adding the potatoes. 

Return the dish to the oven and bake for 30–40 minutes, or until gold-
en, turning a few times to ensure the chips are evenly crisp. Remove 
the steaks from the fridge and set aside. 

With about 10 minutes left on the chips, place a heavy-based frying 
pan over high heat. Season both sides of the steaks. Add the extra 
olive oil to the pan and, once hot, add the steaks. If your steak is about 
2 cm (3/4 in) thick, cook them for around 3 minutes on each side for 
medium rare (adjust the cooking time depending on the thickness of 
the steak and how you like it cooked). Don’t move the steaks for the 
first 3 minutes – this will create a lovely caramelised crust. Once this 
has developed, turn them over. 

With 1 minute remaining on the steaks, add 1 tablespoon of the butter 
to the pan and baste the steaks with it. 

Once cooked to your liking, remove the steaks from the pan and rest 
for 2–3 minutes. Remove the chips from the oven and season. Place 
the steak on a serving plate and top with the remaining butter. Serve 
with the chips and a green salad, if you like.

For the butter
Combine all the ingredients in a food processor or blender and blitz 
for 20 seconds or until smooth. Taste and adjust the seasoning, then 
transfer to an airtight container and store in the fridge for up to 1 
month.

YOU WILL NEED

400 g (14 oz) floury 
potatoes, such as russet, 
peeled, rinsed and cut 
into 1.5 cm (5/8 inch) 
batons 

100 ml (31/2 fl oz) 
extra-virgin olive oil, 
plus 1 teaspoon extra for 
cooking the steak 

1 teaspoon dried 
rosemary 

2 steaks (eye fillet, scotch 
fillet, T-bone and rump 
are excellent choices) 

2 tablespoons Black 
Olive Butter

Black olive butter
150 g (51/2 oz) salted 
butter 

2 garlic cloves, peeled 

50 g (13/4 oz) black 
olives, pitted 

2 anchovy fillets 

1/4 bunch fresh parsley

THE GOOD FARM COOKBOOK

2
SERVES BRYAN’S STEAK & CHIPS WITH BLACK OLIVE BUTTER
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METHOD

Place the apple in a large mixing bowl and sprinkle the spices 
and coconut sugar over the top. 

Toss to ensure the apples are evenly coated. Transfer to a 
saucepan with 300 ml (10 ½ �  oz) water, cover with a lid and 
place over low heat. Leave the apples to stew gently for about 
 45 minutes, mixing every 10 minutes or so with a wooden 
spoon.

Meanwhile, make the topping by combining the sugar, coconut, 
hemp seeds, almonds and cinnamon and tossing together. 

Add the butter and use your hands to rub it into the topping 
ingredients to form a crumb. 

Preheat the oven to 150°C (300°F). Once the apples have 
so� ened, remove the pan from the heat and transfer the apple 
mixture to a baking dish. 

Sprinkle the topping over the apples and place in the oven for 
15 minutes, or until the topping has browned. 

Remove from the oven and enjoy with some home-made ice 
cream.

YOU WILL NEED

Apples

1.25 kg (2 lb 12 oz) apples, 
cored and cut into 3 cm (1¼ 
inch) wedges 

2 tablespoons ground 
cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ground star anise 

1 teaspoon ground 
cardamon 

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

2 tablespoons coconut sugar 

Topping
2–3 tablespoons coconut 
sugar, or sugar of your choice 

2 cups (130 g) shredded 
coconut 

1 cup (170 g) hemp seeds 

1 cup (125 g) slivered 
almonds 

1 tablespoon ground 
cinnamon 

1/2 cup (125 g) salted butter, 
roughly chopped

10-12
SERVES APPLE CRUMBLE WITH STAR ANISE & HEMP

� is is an extract from � e Good Farm 
Cookbook by Scott Gooding and 
Matilda Brown (Murdoch Books, £20). 
Photography by Cath Muscat.

WIN A COPY OF THE GOOD FARM COOKBOOK
For your chance to win a copy of � e Good Farm Cookbook, 
please email your name, address and 
telephone number to: 
dawn@conservationnews.co.uk
Closing date: Friday 15th November 2024
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This delicious, warming apple crumble is a far cry from the English apple crumbles I was raised on in 
the UK. This version has been spiced up and the topping healthified with hemp seeds, which are rich 
in fatty acids, omega 3 and 6, and high in protein fibre. Plus, the coconut is rich in medium-chain 

triglycerides (MCTs) and antioxidants. Does it even qualify as a dessert?!
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Bull Green, 

Bethersden TN26 3LB

Tel: 01233 822463

Email: Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk

We are a family-run farm rearing Dexter 

cows, sheep and chickens. We believe 

animals should be able to roam free in the 

fi elds and enjoy fresh air and green grass.

We have a nicely stocked shop with fresh 

eggs daily, home grown veg, and a variety 

of local products such as Kentish honey, 

jams, and occasionally freshly baked cakes. 

We also have a freezer packed with locally 

made pies and tasty treats. 

THE OLD NEPTUNE

OPENING HOURS
 Mon - Wed: 11.30 - 9.30pm   Thurs - Sat:  11.30 - 11pm      

Sun:  12 noon - 9pm
Food served all day Saturday & Sunday from 12-4pm      

Mon - Fri 12 noon - 4pm & 5pm - 8.15pm

Marine Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1EJ
01227 272262 • www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk

LIVE MUSIC 
Sat Sept 14th - Deep River Blues
Sun Sept 15th - Bill Saxby & The Dan
Sun Sept 22nd - Autumn Stone
Sun Sept 29th - Ozzie and The Uglies
Sun Oct 6th - Brand New Bag
Sun Oct 13th - Night Watch
Sat Oct 19th - Secret Gig Band
Sun 20th Oct - Brad Pittance
Sun 27th Oct - Altones
Sun 3rd Nov - Blue Devils
Sun 10th Nov - Miles Cookman
Sun 17th Nov - Bill Saxby and The Dan
Sun 24th Nov - Dylan Band
Sun 1st Dec - Barracuda
Sun 8th Dec - The Heads
Sun 15th Dec - Ivan All Stars
Sun 22nd Dec - Gumboots
Please refer the website as bands 
are subject to change. 
www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk
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W H I T S TA B L E
Whitstable’s brand new bar and 

restaurant, nestled in a 19th century 

pub with inspired small and large 

plate dining. We specialise in seasonal 

� sh, seafood, meat dishes and � ne 

wines. All served in the brilliant town 

of Whitstable. We look forward to 

welcoming you soon.

reservations@lazylobsterwhitstable.com | lazylobsterwhitstable.com
Sea Street, Whitstable, Kent CT5 1FG | 01227 668502

Land + Sea has cemented itself in Tankerton’s high 
street over the past three years as a foodie’s heaven. 
With strong focus on the freshest seafood and 
indulgent vegetarian dishes, Land + Sea’s food is a 
must try. With a daily changing menu, you are always 
guaranteed quality but with a difference each time.

139D Tankerton Rd, Tankerton, 
Whitstable CT5 2AW   |   01227 668098
 landandseatankerton@outlook.com
landandseatankerton.com
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BUY 
FRESH, 

BUY 
LOCAL
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Support your local farmers’ market 
For more information and to find out what’s in season visit www.kfma.org.uk

NOVEMBER

SATURDAY: 2nd 
Chatham; Deal; Gravesend; 
Hastings; Hawkhurst;  
Penshurst; Tunbridge Wells;  
Wye

SUNDAY: 3rd 
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells

TUESDAY: 5th; 12th;  
19th & 26th  
Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

THURSDAY: 7th, 14th,  
21st & 28th  
Hastings; Rolvenden; Shipbourne

SATURDAY: 9th 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend;  
Hastings; Hawskhurst; Hythe

SUNDAY: 10th 
Lenham; Tonbridge

SATURDAY: 16th 
Deal; Dover; Gravesend;  
Hastings; Hawkhurst;  
Wadhurst; Wye

SUNDAY: 17th 
Aylesford; Rochester; Staplehurst;  
Wateringbury; New Ash Green

SATURDAY: 23rd 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 24th 
Cliftonville

SATURDAY: 30th 
Deal; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst

OCTOBER

TUESDAY: 1st; 8th; 15th;  
22nd & 29th  
Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 2nd; 9th; 16th; 
23rd & 30th Rye

THURSDAY: 3rd; 10th; 17th, 
24th & 31st  
Hastings; Rolvenden; Shipbourne

SATURDAY: 5th 
Chatham; Deal; Gravesend; 
Hastings; Hawkhurst; Penshurst; 
Tunbridge Wells; Wye

SUNDAY: 6th  
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells

SATURDAY: 12th 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkurst; Hythe

SUNDAY: 13th 
Lenham; Tonbridge;  
New Ash Green

SATURDAY: 19th 
Deal; Dover; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst; Tunbridge Wells; 
Wadhurst; Wye

SUNDAY: 20th  
Aylesford; Rochester; Staplehurst; 
Tunbridge Wells; Wateringbury; 
New Ash Green 

SATURDAY: 26th 
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst; Hythe; Knockholt; 
Whitstable

SUNDAY: 27th  
Cliftonville

SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY: 1st
Bearsted; Tunbridge Wells

TUESDAY: 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th

Capel-le-Ferne; Hildenborough

WEDNESDAY: 4th, 11th,  
18th & 25th Rye

THURSDAY: 5th, 12th,  
19th & 26th  
Hastings; Rolvenden; Shipbourne

SATURDAY: 7th

Chatham; Deal; Gravesend; 
Hastings; Hawkhurst; Penshurst 
& Wye

SUNDAY: 8th  
Lenham; Tonbridge 

SATURDAY: 14th

Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hastings: 
Hawkhurst; Hythe; Tunbridge 
Wells

SUNDAY: 15th  
Aylesford; Rochester; Staplehurst; 
Tunbridge Wells; Wateringbury

SATURDAY: 21st

Deal; Dover; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst; Tunbridge Wells Food 
& Drink Festival; Wadhurst; Wye

SUNDAY: 22nd 
Tunbridge Wells Food & Drink 
Festival; New Ash Green

SATURDAY: 28th  
Bridge; Deal; Gravesend; Hastings; 
Hawkhurst; Hythe; Whitstable
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Sandwich Road, Deal CT14 0AS
Tel: 01304 619290

ALGAR LODGE 
FARM SHOP & CAFE

Farm Shop | Café | Butchery |
Deli | Bakery | Open 7 days a week

granny_smiths
91 High Street, 

Whitstable CT5 1AY
Tel: 01227 273233

G� NNY
SMITHS
Order your non-drop 
Christmas trees; holly 
wreaths and mistletoe.

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

on fruit and veg boxes

!?"

CAFE + DELIGGiillbbeerrttss
1199  OOxxffoorrdd  SSttrreeeett,,  WWhhiittssttaabbllee

tteell::    0011222277  227733118899

EEXXCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  DDEELLII  &&  MMIICCRROO  EEAATTEERRIIEE  WWIITTHH  IINNSSIIDDEE  &&  OOUUTTSSIIDDEE  SSEEAATTIINNGG
TTAAKKEEAAWWAAYY  AALLSSOO  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE..

    

aallll  ddaayy  bbrreeaakkffaasstt
Buttered Toast or Crumpets           ££11..5500
Pot of Fruit, Cacao & Nut Granola (Semi, Almond, Soya or Oat  Milk) VVGG//VV     ££22..5500       
Egg & Cheese Muffin VV   (add Bacon)                                 ££22..5500//££33
Sausage or Bacon Roll, Butty or Baguette (Add Egg)               ££33//££33..5500
Smoked Salmon, Frambled Egg & Spinach Roll              ££44
Vegan or Veggie Baguette/Granary Bap                                           ££44..5500
   (filled with Veggie Sausages, mushrooms, tomatoes or Egg)                 
Invicta Roll: Bacon, Black Pudding & Egg with Pea Ketchup                        ££44

GGiillbbeerrttss
1199  OOxxffoorrdd  SSttrreeeett,,  WWhhiittssttaabbllee

tteell::    0011222277  227733118899

EEXXCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  DDEELLII  &&  MMIICCRROO  EEAATTEERRIIEE  WWIITTHH  IINNSSIIDDEE  &&  OOUUTTSSIIDDEE  SSEEAATTIINNGG
TTAAKKEEAAWWAAYY  AALLSSOO  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE..

    

aallll  ddaayy  bbrreeaakkffaasstt
Buttered Toast or Crumpets           ££11..5500
Pot of Fruit, Cacao & Nut Granola (Semi, Almond, Soya or Oat  Milk) VVGG//VV     ££22..5500       
Egg & Cheese Muffin VV   (add Bacon)                                 ££22..5500//££33
Sausage or Bacon Roll, Butty or Baguette (Add Egg)               ££33//££33..5500
Smoked Salmon, Frambled Egg & Spinach Roll              ££44
Vegan or Veggie Baguette/Granary Bap                                           ££44..5500
   (filled with Veggie Sausages, mushrooms, tomatoes or Egg)                 
Invicta Roll: Bacon, Black Pudding & Egg with Pea Ketchup                        ££44

17th century village pub, near the Pilgrims Way, set in rolling 
downland countryside. An inglenook log � re gives a warm welcome 

in winter. Good quality, locally sourced food served. 
No children under 14 allowed in bar or restaurant. 

No vegetarian options avaialable.

Wednesday -  Saturday, 7pm - 11pm (must pre-book for food)
Sunday 4pm - 11pm. No lunches being served at present.

� e Street, Wormshill, Sittingbourne ME9 0TU 
Tel: 01622 884386

N

� ms

o   p

� ms
Blacksmith’sBlacksmith’s
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185 FAVERSHAM ROAD, WHITSTABLE CT5 4BJ • TEL: 01227 272705

WWW.THEOYSTERPEARLRESTAURANT.COM

FOR LOCALLY SOURCED & FRESHLY 
PREPARED DISHES EVERY DAY

British and Pan-Asian cuisine. Serving high quality and creative dishes.

THE OYSTER PEARL
PUB & RESTAURANTPUB & RESTAURANT
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our premier batch distilled june 21st

Come and see us at our 
Whitstable Harbour Gin Store 
- Unit 2 South Quay Shed - 
Whitstable CT5 1AB

online shop: 
whitstableharbourgin.co.uk
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Chardonnay is in fact one 
of the most 
versatile grapes 
on the planet 
and the most 

planted (except for Airen in 
Spain) and I hope this article 
will encourage you to look at it 
again, to try a glass or even a bottle. Don’t 
leave it too long, as I promise you there is 
something for everyone with this grape 
variety – pricewise, as well as every style of 
wine imaginable!

Styles of wine

As already mentioned, Chardonnay is 
extremely versatile and grows anywhere 
where vines can flourish – warm, moderate 
or cool climates – and as such, many new 
wineries and wine growing regions regard 
it as an ‘easy entry’ into the wine world. 
Chardonnay is essentially a neutral grape, 
but it has an uncanny ability to express the 
place where it has been grown as well as 
taking on the techniques from the winery, 
which means it can make a very wide range 
of styles. 

Are you still an ABC? 
Chardonnay is one of those grape 

varieties that seemed to earn itself a 

reputation, in this case ABC (anything 

but Chardonnay), and although 

this was about 30-odd years ago, 

it seems to have stuck, and many 

people still associate it with those 

over-oaked wines of the 80s/90s and 

can’t seem to get past it.
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In the Old World, Chardonnay can be crisp 
with fresh citrus and fruity aromas in the 
cooler areas, but in slightly warmer regions of 
Europe the flavours take on a more stone fruit 
character.  In the New World, Chardonnay has 
a more tropical fruit profile with a fuller body, 
because generally the climate is much warmer.
I have heard people say many times that they 
don’t like Chardonnay, but they like Chablis! 
Chablis is Chardonnay – but the style is crisp 
and fresh with aromas of green apples and a 
minerally, steely character and usually unoaked. 
It’s not the grape they don’t like, but the style of 
Chardonnay they tasted.

CHARDONNAY AROUND THE WORLD

Burgundy

Burgundy in France is the homeland of 
Chardonnay and, according to some, has some 
of the finest examples – but also some of the 
most expensive! As mentioned above, Chablis 

is a cool region just north of Dijon – hence the 
characteristic crisp style of wine, but go further 
south to the Cote d’Or, Cote Chalonnaise and 
Maconnais and, as it’s warmer, the wines are 
riper and richer. If well-made they are truly 
delicious. Here they have notes of stone fruit 
such as peach and apricot and they often have 
floral aromas such as honeysuckle. 

Burgundy has provided a template for 
winemaking techniques known as ‘the 
Burgundian style’ which is often copied around 
the world to emulate these great wines. 

These techniques include MLF (malolactic 

CHARDONNAY IS ESSENTIALLY A 

NEUTRAL GRAPE, BUT IT HAS AN 

UNCANNY ABILITY TO EXPRESS 

THE PLACE WHERE IT HAS BEEN 

GROWN...
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fermentation) where the wine undergoes a 
second fermentation to lower the acidity which, 
in cooler climates, is common practice and 
gives the wine a rounder mouthfeel. Secondly, 
lees stirring (stirring the dead yeast cells after 
fermentation) which adds creaminess, richness 
and texture to the wine. Then there is barrel 
fermentation (as opposed to a steel container) 
and oak ageing, with various amounts of new 
and old oak, depending on the style required as 
well as the price point. Chardonnay has a great 
affinity for oak which can add subtle vanilla, 
toast, spice and liquorice notes. Furthermore, 
top wines can age for decades which can 
develop flavours of spice, nuts, pear, honey, hay 
and wax – these wines tend to be very complex 
and use most of the techniques above to give 
them the ability to age and develop.

Many of the appellations in the Cote d’Or 
can be quite expensive, but the wines from 
further south, such as Maconnais and Cote 

Chalonnaise, are less costly but still with 
many of the characteristics of wines from the 
Cote d’Or. Why not try a Pouilly Fuisse from 
Maconnais? It has aromas of minerals, almonds 
and citrus fruits (lemon and grapefruit) and 
a touch of pineapple, as it’s quite warm here. 
Slightly less expensive but from the same region 
are Saint Veran and Vire Clesse with similar 
characteristics but less intensity.

New Zealand, Australia and Tasmania

New Zealand, for at least two decades, has been 
known for producing excellent Sauvignon Blanc 
but it also produces elegant, finely-balanced 
Chardonnay too. It’s crisper than the wines of 
Australia but with some lovely melon flavours 
and light tropical fruit such as guava. These 
wines can be oaked but many are without oak, 
so the pure, fresh fruit flavours can be enjoyed 
to the full.

The over-oaked wines of Australia are long 
gone – those which prompted the backlash 
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of ABC (Anything but Chardonnay, 
remember!) Today they are more elegant – 
less alcoholic and much more restrained on 
the oak front. Unless a wine has a good deal 
of age, it should be a pale yellow. A sign of 
too much oak is if the wine is very yellow 
when it is very young: this would suggest that 
it is not a great wine and has been oaked too 
much to give it some kind of taste. If properly 
grown and vinified, oak should enhance what 
is there, not swamp the wine. Some of the 
best examples come from Western Australia 
especially Margaret River, where proximity 
to the Pacific Ocean produces a cooling effect 
to prevent the grapes from losing acidity and 
helping them to preserve fruit complexity, 
rather than overripe fruit and high alcohol.

Tasmania, cooler than Australia, produces 
some excellent examples of Chardonnay – 
leaner than the mainland, with stone fruit 
flavours as opposed to tropical, and excellent 
value for money as well!

United States of America

Chardonnay is produced in Washington, 
Oregon, and the New York finger lakes, but 
it is best known in California, from the cool 
Carneros region where it’s lighter in body 
with notes of apple and pear, to the warmer 
vineyards of northern California such as the 
Napa and Sonoma valleys.

Many of these Chardonnays have a full 
body due to the warm climate, but the 
cooling influence of the Pacific Ocean keeps 
the wines in balance. Many are made using 
the Burgundian techniques described earlier, 
such as barrel fermentation, lees stirring and 
oak ageing. Prices range from very affordable 

(around £12 a bottle) to very expensive (over 
£100).

Chile and Argentina

The Limari valley in the north of the country 
is arguably the best region in Chile for 
Chardonnay. The high altitude and pure 
air give wines that are vibrant, citrusy and 
bursting with mineral aromas – well worth a 
try and not expensive either!

Argentina is also well-known for 
producing excellent quality Chardonnay 
and the vineyards high up in the Andes 
can produce grapes that make wines of 
complexity and longevity. Catena is one 
of the most well-known producers in the 
country and offers a range of wines set at 
various price points. 

England

Last, but by no means least, almost every 
English winery will have an example of 
Chardonnay, whether it be still or sparkling, 
and not forgetting that it is an essential 
component of Champagne and many English 
sparkling wines in the Champagne style. Just 
have a look at some of the wineries in Kent 
such as Simpsons, Chapel Down, Balfour, 
and Gusbourne to name a few.

Of course, this review has not been 
exhaustive of the many different styles of 
Chardonnay available today, but I hope it has 
demonstrated that this grape comes in many 
different incarnations and there is a wine to 
suit most of you – your pockets and your 
tastes – I encourage you to try a bottle this 
weekend. Cheers!

Rowena Hawtin DipWset
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MACKNADE | SELLING ROAD | FAVERSHAM | KENT | ME13 8XF

WWW.MACKNADE.COM

 Visit our award-winning Food Hall, or 
discover us online at macknade.com to 
explore our selection of Hampers & Gift 
Boxes fi lled with treats from Kent’s fi nest 
food and drink producers, as well as artisans 
from further afi eld.

by

HAMPERS 
& GIFT BOXES



A stylish & modern kitchen designed to suit you

6c Strand Street Sandwich Kent CT13 9DZ | 01304 784378

Email: info@hogwoodhouse.co.uk  |  www.hogwoodhouse.co.uk


